
Citizens plan to stockpile food

Nigeria under pressure as FG, governors, 
others hold countless meetings to avert protest

See story on page 46

Healthcare receives 
major boost as Eno 
approves medical 
residency fund

Guardiola set to 
renew Manchester 
City contract
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Gbeleyi arrives 
BPE with aplomb
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George Edozie: 
Staying grounded 
amid rise to art 
fame

LGs’ fiscal autonomy 
must be implemented, it 
must not end at Supreme 
Court pronouncement 
- Soloki
Page 13

Rivers’ political 
crisis inches 
closer to physical 
confrontations, 
violence
Page  12

Rising cost of malaria, diabetes 
treatment strain Nigerians' wallets

Many families in 
Nigeria have 
cried out over 
the high cost of 

accessing healthcare. To pro-
cure routine drugs for malar-
ia which is prevalent in Nige-
ria has become problematic.

The singsong out there is 
that “this is not the right time 
to fall ill in Nigeria.”

Many Nigerians have a lot 
to contend with in relation 
to the challenges besetting 
them, as economic pressures 

are crushing many.   
Some patients who shared 

their experiences with Busi-
nessDaySunday said that it 
has become extremely diffi-
cult to procure drugs for their 
ailments in the face of rising 
cost-of-living in the country.

They also said that going to 
the hospital is not a cheaper 
alternative as they cannot af-
ford the bills.

"I used to buy malaria med-
ication for my children for a 
few hundred naira," Aisha 
Abdullahi, a mother of three, 
said.

"Now, it costs thousands Continues on page 47

ANTHONIA OBOKOH

Nigerians resort to pieces of 
yam as prices of tubers soar

As food inflation con-
tinues the upward 
swing affecting the af-

fordability of many Nigerians, 

many citizens have since bade 
bye to their once-cherished 
staples.

According to the National 
Bureau of Statistics (NBS), 

Continues on page 48

of naira; I have to choose be-
tween buying food and buy-
ing medicine," she added.

A man who gave his name 
simply as Gbenga told Busi-
nessDay that he experienced 
first hand the trouble people 
go through in the hospital to 
treat “ordinary malaria.”

He said: “My son was hav-
ing a feverish condition and 
we tried to handle the case 
without going to the hospital. 
But at a point, we decided to 
take him to the hospital when 
he was not responding to the 

BRIGHT IMOH
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Why there has been 
no appointment of 
judges in Abia since 
2021 
- Onuchukwu

Nigeria’s growing PoS agents 
face regulatory roadblock

Nigeria's Point of 
Sale (PoS) agent 
network has ex-

perienced remarkable 
growth in recent years, 

expanding financial inclu-
sion and facilitating trans-
actions in underserved ar-
eas. However, this growth 
is now facing a regulatory 
roadblock, threatening the 
progress made in the recent 

JOHN SALAU
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40 Dele Alake, minister of Solid Minerals Development (r) and Moses Michael Engadu, secretary general, African Mineral Strategy Group, during a ministerial roundtable at 
the African Natural Resources and Energy Investment Summit held in Abuja, recently.

Coartem from N1000 toN3,500
Insulin moves fromN3,000 toN22,000 per bottle

How NASS shut governors in with 
passage of new minimum wage bill

The recent passage of the 
Minimum Wage Bill by 
the National Assembly 

has laid to rest several months 

of agitations by state gover-
nors to take control of wage 
issues at the state level.

The retention of the Mini-
mum Wage on the Exclusive 

TONY AILEMEN, Abuja

It’s now criminal to refuse to pay salaries – NLC
N70,000 is awful, can breed inequality, affect 
productivity - Ozekhome

Continues on page 48

Operators say over 1m jobs lost in 12months
Agents call for more simplified process  

Retaining talent 
in IT sector is 
Nigeria’s biggest 
challenge 
– Suvarna

42
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News
Nigeria pushes for digital 
transformation in Africa's oil, gas sector

The Umuahia Cham-
ber of Commerce, 
Industry, Mines and 
Agriculture (UC-

CIMA) has raised the alarm 
over the alleged obnoxious 
activities of a clandestine or-
ganisation with the name, 
Umuahia Chamber Move-
ment.

In a press statement signed 
and made available to news-
men in Umuahia by Chidi 
Aruoma, president UCCI-
MA, stated: "My attention 
has been drawn to an illegal 
and unauthorised gathering 
of some people in the name 
of Umuahia Chamber of 
Commerce, Industry, Mines 
and Agriculture (UCCIMA) 
somewhere in Umuahia and 
associating our esteemed 
Chamber with the sobriquet 
‘Umuahia Chamber Move-
ment’ and wish to state as 
follows: That no Meeting or 
Exhibition under the ban-
ner of Umuahia Chamber of 
Commerce, Industry, Mines 
and Agriculture (UCCIMA) 
was authorised by me as the 
President of the Chamber.

“That UCCIMA does not 
have an affiliate by the name 
‘Umuahia Chamber Move-
ment’ or whatever name 
called. That the purported 
meeting and Exhibition held 
somewhere in Umuahia on 
June 26, 2024 under signpost 
of ‘Umuahia Chamber Move-
ment’ were not from UCCI-

UCCIMA President raises alarm 
over activities of group with name 
‘Umuahia Chamber Movement’

MA and therefore, their out-
come stands void.

“That the names of the 
attendees to the meeting and 
organisers of the Exhibition 
are not in the Chambers Reg-
ister which is in my custody. 
No group can hold a meeting 
or organise an Exhibition un-
der the ensign of UCCIMA 
without being first a member. 
That no group has the right to 
associate the Chamber with 
any affiliate association like 
the one above without the au-
thorisation of Chamber.

“That no one could claim 
to be a member of UCCIMA 
when he/she had not paid his 
dues as constitutionally pro-
vided or attended meetings 
of the Chamber for upward of 
three (3) years.”

The UCCIMA President 
revealed that the purport-
ed exhibitor ceased to be a 
member of the UCCIMA 
about Eleven years (11) ago 
and therefore, had no man-
date to organise any event 
of such using the name of 
UCCIMA or any coinage 
that tended to hoodwink 
the unsuspecting public 
into thinking that Umuahia 
Chamber of Commerce, In-
dustry, Mines and Agricul-
ture had an affiliate body 
that organized an event.

He said that the conven-
er of the said movement had 
never attended any UCCIMA 
meeting, paid any annual dues 
or participated in any UCCI-
MA event in the last twelve 
years since he left office in 

Lokpobiri

Nigeria has shown 
commitment to 
driving digital 
transformation in 

Africa’s oil and gas sector by 
pushing for the continent to 
harness digital opportunities 
in the oil industry for eco-
nomic growth.

To achieve this, the Fed-
eral Ministry of Petrole-
um Resources in Nigeria is 
perfecting plans to hold the 
maiden edition of the Afri-
ca Oil & Gas Digital Trans-
formation Conference 2024 
in collaboration with Great 
Minds Events.

Scheduled for September 

“The Petroleum Industry 
Act (PIA) has revolution-
ised the energy sector with 
a friendly regulatory frame-
work, ensuring transparency 
and stimulating investment. 
Our shared responsibility is to 
protect our environment, our 
resources, and the livelihoods 
of those in oil-producing re-
gions," he said.

The minister said the con-
ference will address the dy-
namic challenges and oppor-
tunities presented by digital 
transformation in the oil and 
gas industry.

He said it would also fea-
ture keynotes and panel dis-
cussions from industry ex-
perts, including leaders from 
ExxonMobil Nigeria and 

KPMG.
Lokpobiri commended 

the organisers - Great Minds 
Events – which he said has 
built strong partnerships 
and consistently delivers 
impactful industry confer-
ences.

“The organisation be-
lieves collaboration with for-
ward-thinking companies 
will drive the necessary digital 
transformation in Nigeria’s 
oil and gas sector and further 
shape the future of Africa’s oil 
and gas industry,” he said.

Attendees are expected to 
benefit from networking ses-
sions, one-on-one meetings 
with key opinion leaders, and 
an exhibition showcasing cut-
ting-edge solutions.
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3 and 4, 2024 in Lagos, the 
event will help Africa's oil and 
gas sector address the dynam-
ic challenges and opportuni-
ties presented by digital trans-
formation in the industry.

Heineken Lokpobiri, min-
ister of State Petroleum Re-
sources (Oil), said the Federal 
Government is committed to 
ensuring a conducive business 
environment for National Oil 
Companies (NOCs) and In-
ternational Oil Companies 
(IOCs) by tackling issues of 
pipeline vandalism and oil 
theft.

Lokpobiri said the con-
ference is not just about in-
creasing production but also 
ensuring the benefits are felt 
by all Nigerians.

…Holds maiden Africa oil, gas digital conference

2012, alleging that the pur-
ported convener grounded 
the chamber, by owing rents 
to the landlord and staff.

Aruoma further disclosed 
that the chamber was rescued 
by the immediate past presi-
dent who officially registered 
the Chamber in CAC and 
gave it a new status.

"That the name ‘Umuahia 
Chamber Movement’ is alien 
Umuahia Chamber of Com-
merce, Industry, Mines and 
Agriculture because there is 
no such name in the official 
Register," Aruoma said.

Aruoma alerted members 
of the public, particularly 
the Abia State Government, 
Commissioner for Trade, 
Commerce and Industry, or-
ganised private sector (OPS), 
industrialists and entrepre-
neurs in Umuahia and en-
virons including investors 
across Nigeria, to be wary of 
the group that was using the 
name of Umuahia Chamber 
Movement. He noted that 
only one UCCIMA was duly 
registered and operational 
with fully constituted execu-
tives.

The UCCIMA boss how-
ever, pointed out that any 
group of persons was free 
to register another Cham-
ber of commerce in Corpo-
rate Affairs Commission and 
compete like the other newly 
registered and operational 
ones; Arochukwu Chamber of 
Commerce, Ohafia Chamber 
of Commerce, and Abia North 
Chamber of Commerce.

Slashed UAE DVN/visa fees to alleviate financial 
burden on Nigerian travellers - stakeholder

Stakeholders in the Nige-
rian air travel business 
have disclosed that a 
reduction in Document 

Verification Number (DVN) 
and visa fees would alleviate 
the financial burden on Nige-
rian travellers, making it easi-
er for them to visit the United 
Arab Emirate (UAE).

Accordingly, stakeholders 
are of the view that lowering 
the fees would likely increase 
the number of Nigerian visitors 
to the UAE, thereby boosting 
tourism and economic activi-
ties. They also said that it would 
also provide an opportunity 
for more Nigerians to explore 
business and investment op-
portunities in the UAE.

“This move is expected to 
foster stronger ties between the 
two nations, encouraging more 
tourism, business engage-
ments, and cultural exchanges,” 

Ugochukwu Udoji, head, cor-
porate communication, News 
instinct, a non-governmental 
media agency, said in a state-
ment.

He stated further that al-
though the exact timeline for 
the fee reduction has not been 
announced, changes are an-
ticipated soon. According to 
him, detailed guidelines and 
updated fee structures are ex-
pected following the review. 
“The potential reduction of 
visa and DVN fees under-
scores the UAE’s commitment 
to maintaining strong bilateral 
relations with Nigeria.” Udoji 
stated further that the devel-
opment signifies a positive step 
towards more inclusive and af-
fordable travel policies, which 
will benefit Nigerian citizens 
and enhance diplomatic ties 
between both countries.

“The DVN will improve 
Nigeria’s image in the UAE, 
hoping that more credible peo-
ple will be able to travel and do 

business in UAE with ease and 
remove negative perception 
from the few Nigerians in-
volved in crime,” he stated.

Recall that on October 21, 
2022, the UAE government an-
nounced a ban on 20 African 
countries, including Nigeria.

However, on July 15, 2024, 
Nigeria’s information minister, 
Mohammed Idris, announced 
that the ban had been lifted 
following a mutually beneficial 
discussion between Nigeria 
and the UAE.

Since the announcement, 
there has been a frenzy of in-
formation activities in the me-
dia, and sources close to the 
UAE revealed that changes are 
imminent.

However, the UAE has im-
posed more controls on the 
visa process, requiring doc-
ument verification to ensure 
the authenticity of documents 
submitted by applicants, fol-
lowing the recent lifting of the 
visa ban. 

JOHN SALAU

Bauchi LG polls: PDP vows to win 
Bogoro chairmanship position

The People’s Democratic 
Party (PDP) has, ahead 
of the forthcoming lo-
cal government elec-

tion in Bauchi State scheduled 
to hold August 17, 2024, said 
it would win the Bogoro Local 
Government Area chairman-
ship 

The party chairman, Amos 
Faruk made this known during 
a rally that took place at the par-
ty Secretariat in Bogoro Local 

Government Area.
The leadership of the party 

in the area, equally presented a 
flag to its sole candidate, Yaku-
bu Lawi Sumi.

Faruk reiterated the prepar-
edness of PDP to ensure that 
PDP wins the local government 
election, adding that Bogoro be-
longs to PDP and that it would 
remain for PDP.

He called on the electorate 
to come out en masse on the 
election day to elect the PDP 
and its candidate, Yakubu Lawi 
Sumi for the development of 

Bogoro local government.
Lawi Sumi, who is the chair-

manship candidate of the par-
ty, expressed gratitude to the 
Almighty God and the people 
of the area for choosing him as 
candidate of the party.

“I want to become chairman 
in order to contribute my own 
quota to the development of the 
local government,” he said.

He called on party members 
to work hard to ensure that all 
candidates of the party emerge 
winners to ensure that the state 
witness greater.

AYUBA MAFFI, Bauchi
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News

The Chartered Institute 
of Personnel Manage-
ment (CIPM) is gear-
ing up to host its 56th 

International Conference and 
Exhibition (ICE). 

The Themed: ‘Managing 
People and Businesses for Re-
silience,’ the event will bring to-
gether HR professionals from 
across Africa to explore strat-
egies for navigating today's dy-
namic business environment.

According to a statement by 
CIPM, the conference would 
be a gathering of global experts 
and industry leaders. 

The Chairman of the Plan-
ning Committee, Kennedy 
Dike described the upcoming 
event as significant for HR 
leaders. 

Scheduled for October, at 
the Chida Event Centre, the 
CIPM's ICE is the largest HR 

CIPM’s 56th conference to focus 
on ‘managing ‘people, businesses 
for resilience’

gathering in Africa.
The conference will feature 

renowned speakers and in-
dustry leaders who will share 
their expertise on fostering 
resilience in both people and 
businesses.

"In the face of ongoing eco-
nomic challenges, organisa-
tions need adaptable and ef-
fective HR practices to thrive," 
says Dike.

"This year's ICE provides a 
platform for HR professionals 
to gain valuable insights and 
practical tools to build resil-
ience within their teams and 
organisations," he further said.

He also said that the CIPM 
#ICE2024 will offer a variety of 
learning opportunities, includ-
ing keynote speeches, panel 
discussions, interactive work-
shops, and an exhibition show-
casing the latest HR technolo-
gies and solutions. Participants 
will also have the chance to 
network with colleagues from 
across Africa.

MIKE ABANG Calabar 

UK Summit offers practical steps to business 
opportunities, financial security

A business summit 
held in the United 
Kingdom recently 
has been described 

as impactful and insightful as 
it offered participants practical 
steps to tapping business op-
portunities and achieving fi-
nancial security.

The New Money Summit 
UK, according to the organis-
ers, also inspired participants 
to take decisive steps towards 
unlocking new wealth and 
also taught participants how 
to calculate their ‘wealth num-
ber which is a personalized 
measure of financial health 
and strategies to build new 
wealth.

“We had a pre-summit we-
binar which emphasized the 
importance of pursuing oppor-
tunities for financial security. 
The main summit was held at 
the Hilton London Kensing-
ton, London and featured an 
impressive lineup of speakers,” 

Grace Ofure Ibhakhomu, the 
summit host, told BusinessDay.

Ibhakhomu, who is as astute 
entrepreneur and real estate 
investor/developer, said that 
the event featured an array of 
speakers, including Hansatu 
Adegbite, Bola Leke-Sanusi, 
Ebere Iyiegbu, Olabisi Ola-
Soetan, Drew Uyi, Jola-Grace 
Emmanuel, Chioma Ibezim 
and Tope Mark-Odigie.

“Each of these speakers 
brought her wealth of knowl-
edge and experience to bear on 
their submissions, providing 
participants valuable insights 
into various aspects of wealth 
creation and financial manage-
ment,” she said.

She noted that one of the 
key highlights of the summit 
was the call on participants to 
join a Wealth Creation Club 
where they would receive direct 
mentorship from her, explain-
ing that the initiative aims to 
provide ongoing support and 
guidance, helping individuals 
to apply the knowledge gained 
from the summit to practical 

CHUKA UROKO and sustainable actions.
Femi Lazarus, an Apostle, 

kicked off the event with a com-
pelling pre-summit webinar, 
urging participants to explore 
every available opportunity to 
secure their financial future. 
His message, expectedly, set 
the stage for engagement and 
empowerment that resonated 
throughout the summit.

The main event saw each 
speaker share unique insights 
and offer practical advice. For 
instance, Adegbite highlight-
ed the importance of strate-
gic investments and financial 
literacy, while Leke-Sanusi 
discussed the role of faith and 
ethical principles in wealth 
creation.

Iyiegbu offered legal per-
spectives on financial security 
while Ola-Soetan provided 
strategies for effective wealth 
management. Uyi and Emma-
nuel inspired participants with 
motivational talks on perse-
verance and mindset. Ibezim 
and Mark-Odigie shared their 
experiences on entrepreneur-

ship and building sustainable 
businesses.

“There’s no gainsaying that 
participants left the summit 
equipped with practical knowl-
edge and a renewed sense of 
purpose,” Ibhakhomu noted, 
adding that the emphasis on 
practical skills, such as calcu-
lating wealth numbers and 
building new wealth, ensured 
that participants learnt practical 
steps to take post-summit.

An exciting development 
following from the summit is 
that the New Money Summit 
is now open for franchising, 
offering an opportunity for in-
dividuals and organizations to 
bring this transformative event 
to their regions. This is aimed 
to expand the reach of financial 
literacy and empowerment to a 
broader audience.

Additionally, there is now 
New Money Summit Master-
class that will be held in various 
cities, further spreading the 
knowledge and strategies for fi-
nancial success imparted at the 
summit. 

The Development Bank 
of Nigeria Plc (DBN) 
has announced that 
it has received the 

Green Climate Fund (GCF) 
accreditation as the first Direct 
Access Entity (DAE) and the 
only authorised Nigerian chan-
nel for accessing green financ-
ing from the GCF.

The GCF is the world’s larg-
est dedicated fund helping 
Small Island states, and least 
developed and developing 
countries reduce their green-
house gas emissions and en-
hance their ability to respond 
to climate change.

It does this by channeling 
climate finance to developing 
countries and investing in their 
adaptation and mitigation ac-
tivities through a project port-
folio that is implemented by its 
partner organizations, known 
as accredited entities.

The accredited entities, 
which can either be Interna-
tional Accredited Entities or 
Direct Access Entities (DAEs), 
develop funding proposals to 
be considered by the GCF. The 
accredited entities also oversee, 

DBN gets green accreditation to 
unlock more climate funds

supervise, manage, and mon-
itor their respective GCF-ap-
proved projects.

“It will also help create 
greater awareness on climate 
change, culminating in greater 
involvement of Nigerians in 
climate actions prompting a 
shift towards green economy 
as well as raise the Nigerian 
portfolio in climate financing 
globally, and unlocking more 
climate funds,” Tony Okpana-
chi, the managing director, 
DBN, said in a statement.

He stated that with the ac-
creditation, DBN is empow-
ered to develop and submit 
funding proposals for projects 
and programmes; deploy a 
range of financial instruments 
such as concessional loans, 
co-financing and blending 
for loans and mobilise private 
sector capital for such climate 
change initiatives.

Okpanachi noted that cli-
mate change has become an 
existential threat to humanity 
as extreme weather conditions 
have caused devastating effects 
on livelihoods – depletion of 
grazing lands for livestock, ris-
ing sea levels causing excessing 
flooding that displaces com-
munities.

ANIEFIOK UDONQUAK, Uyo

Obaseki's investment in digital 
connectivity attracts more businesses 
to Edo - Uwaibi, ESIPO boss

Edo State Government 
has said that the 
provision of digital 
connectivity has 
a t t r a c t e d  h u g e 

businesses to the state.
Kelvin Uwaibi, managing 

director, Edo State Investment 
Promotion Office (ESIPO), who 
disclosed this in an interview 
with newsmen, said the digital 
connectivity was also fostering 
innovation and making Edo 
State a hub for technological 
advancement.

Uwaibi noted that the 
Governor Godwin Obaseki 
government has prioritised 
the enhancement of digital 
infrastructure because of 
its critical role in modern 
economic development.

He said the digital technology 
has not only empowered citizens 
and enhanced transparency 
but also positively impacted 
businesses in terms of fairness 
in trade practices.

He opined that the State 
Government 's  economic 
development and infrastructure 
improvement, coupled with 
the establishment of the Edo 
State Public-Private Partnership 
(PPP) Office stands out as a 
strategic initiative.

According to him, the office 
is tasked with identifying, 
facilitating, and promoting 
PPP projects, conducting 
feasibility studies, engaging 

private investors, ensuring 
transparent project selection, 
and monitor ing  projec t 
implementation.  "By attracting 
private investments and 
managing risks effectively, the 
PPP Office aims to enhance 
e c o n o m i c  g r o w t h  a n d 
infrastructure development.

"This initiative will lead 
to the creation of new jobs, 
improved public services, and 
the development of critical 
infrastructure, all of which are 
vital for the state’s long-term 
prosperity," he said.

The ESIPO boss also noted 
that the agency aimed to 
enhance economic growth and 
infrastructure development 
through the PPP Office.

He also said that the six 
executive orders recently signed 
by Governor Obaseki were a 
bold step and comprehensive 
strategy to enhance the ease of 
doing business in the State.

"His  exe c ut ive  order 
on Right of Way (RoW) 
procedures sets a maximum 
fee of N145 per linear meter 
for broadband deployment and 

outlines a streamlined process 
for obtaining RoW approvals 
within 30 days.

"This initiative simplifies 
and regulates the process 
for broadband deployment, 
encourages investment in 
digital infrastructure, and 
ensures timely processing of 
applications.  "By promoting 
widespread access to broadband 
services, the order aims to boost 
technological infrastructure, 
enhance business operations, 
and support the state’s economic 
development.

" I m p r o v e d  d i g i t a l 
connectivity will attract more 
businesses to the state, fostering 
innovation and making Edo 
State a hub for technological 
advancement," he said.

Uwaibi explained that the 
six executive orders are geared 
towards addressing key areas 
such as grievance redress, digital 
infrastructure, public-private 
partnerships, responsible 
agricultural investments, open 
governance, and simplified tax 
regimes.

He  o p i n e d  t h a t  t h e 
executive orders  initiatives 
lay the foundation for a more 
transparent, efficient, and 
inclusive business environment. 

"As these policies take effect, 
Edo State is poised to become a 
model of economic development 
and good governance, attracting 
i n v e s t m e n t s ,  f o s t e r i n g 
sustainable  growth,  and 
improving the quality of life for 
all its citizens," he said. 

Uwaibi

 IDRIS MOMOH, Benin

…Boosts Nigeria’s fight against climate change
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News
Otti gives approval of land for building 
of Bankers' Training Institute in Abia

Governor Alex 
Otti of Abia State 
has given ap-
proval of land for 
the building of 

Bankers Training Institute in 
Abia State.

Otti gave the approval in 
his country home of Umue-
him Nvosi, Isiala Ngwa South 
LGA, when he received in 
audience the executive of the 
Chartered Institute of Bankers 
of Nigeria (CIBN) that paid 
him a working visit.

Delegates of the Bankers' 
Institute during the visit had 
requested from the governor 
for a parcel of land to build 
Training Institute and Secre-
tariat and he in response said: 
“The request for land to build 
the secretariat is in order and 
we are going to accede to the 
request. I will ask the Princi-
pal Secretary to engage with 
the Honourable Commis-
sioner for Land and Housing 
to identify a suitable place for 
the Secretariat to be erected."

Otti called on the CIBN to 
subscribe to the two state-of-
the-art New Smart Cities his 
administration was planning 
to build, one in Aba and the 
other in Umuahia.

He said the new cities 
would be so sophisticated that 
everyone would want to live 
there.

He also disclosed that 
there would be low cost Hous-
ing Estates conducive for liv-
ing for those who might not 

UDOKA AGWU, Umuahia

be able to afford the high cost 
ones.

While addressing one 
of the concerns raised by 
the CIBN which has to do 
with the ‘japa’ syndrome – a 
common parlance used to 
described those running to 
foreign lands from Nigeria in 
search of greener pastures.

Otti said that it was some-
thing that required the leaders 
in the country to put on their 
thinking cap and develop pro-
grammes and policies that 
would throw up opportunities 
comparable to the ones that 
attracted Nigerians to foreign 
lands.

According to him, “Japa 
syndrome is actually the re-
ality that faces us. You can-

not legislate it; you cannot do 
anything about it. Once your 
economy and your system 
don’t look conducive or don’t 
look attractive or if other 
economies are looking better 
than yours, you must have the 
right policies to attract young 
talented people, they will go 
there, no matter what you do.

“So, the only response you 
have is to create the enabling 
environment, create jobs for 
them and encourage them to 
stay back.

“It’s a demand and supply 
situation. That demand and 
supply is a very interesting 
concept from economics it 
has gone to everywhere. If 
demand is higher than sup-
ply, prices will go up. If your 

prices go up, demand will go 
down. So, that is how it is.

“So, it behooves on us who 
form the leadership cadre 
in the country to put on our 
thinking cap and come out 
with solutions to the ‘japa’ 
syndrome."

Kelechi Adiele, Public Re-
lations Officer of CIBN, ear-
lier in their speech, said that 
they came to identify with one 
of their own and discuss vari-
ous ways of deepening the re-
lationship between the CIBN, 
the Bankers Committee and 
the state.

They commended Gov-
ernor Otti for his visible and 
verifiable achievements with-
in a short period in office 
which had enhanced the pro-
ductivity and the economy of 
the state.   

“Sir, first of all, we want to 
thank you for the environment 
that you have made very con-
ducive for banking activities to 
take place in Abia State; from 
the road infrastructure which 
has greatly improved in your 
tenure to the security architec-
ture that you have put in place 
to make banking easier and life 
easier for bankers in Abia State.

“For instance, prior to your 
taking over as the governor of 
Abia State, banks in Abia State 
were not working on Mon-
days. This had affected neg-
atively both the turnover of 
these banks and even the per-
sonal security of bankers who 
more or less had to sneak into 
the office on Mondays, but to-
day, we move freely even on 
Mondays," Adiele said.
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LGA election: Ododo urges APC leaders to 
reserve 40% of councillorship for women 

Ahmed Usman Odo-
do, Kogi State gov-
ernor, has urged 
the leadership of 

the All Progressives Congress 
(APC) to implement the reso-
lution of the party to reserve 
40 percent of councillorship 
positions to women as can-
didates of the party in the 
October 19 local government 
election in the state.

Ododo made this known 
at an expanded stakeholders’ 
meeting of the party held in 
Lokoja, adding that his ad-
ministration is committed to 
consolidating on the achieve-
ment of the former Governor 
Yahaya Bello on the attain-
ment of the 35percent affir-
mative action for women in 
elective position in the state.

He noted that the APV 
in the state would continue 
to give more opportunities 
to women in appreciation of 
their loyalty and support for 

the party at all levels.
The Kogi State Governor 

also applauded the decision of 
the APC in the state to nom-
inate women as vice chair-
manship candidates in the 21 
local government areas in the 
state as well as nomination of 
elected women councillors as 
council leaders in all the local 
government councils of the 
state.

The governor equally 
called on the leadership of the 

party to engage in wide con-
sultations with stakeholders 
to produce candidates that 
will represent the party in the 
239 wards and the 21 local 
government areas, stressing 
that the APC must avoid im-
position of candidates ahead 
of the local government elec-
tion, as he assured the peo-
ple of the state that the local 
government election will be 
peaceful, free and fair.

Governor Ododo also 
commended President Bola 
Ahmed Tinubu for his timely 
interventions in critical sec-
tors at the subnational level, 
noted that the judgement of 
the Supreme Court on Local 
Government Autonomy is a 
relieve for his administration 
as the state Joint Account 
Committee now has no ju-
risdiction over the local gov-
ernment fund, stressing that 
fund meant for local govern-
ment areas from the federa-
tion account allocation com-
mittee will now go directly to 
the local government areas.

I'm here to lead, battle against criminals 
and win the war - Governor Ododo

Ahmed Usman Odo-
do, governor of Kogi 
State, has disclosed 
that his objective as 

the Chief Security Officer of 
the state was to lead and win 
the war against criminals in the 
state.

Ododo disclosed this in 
Lokoja while commissioning 
the office complex of the Quick 
Response Unit of the Nigeria 
Police, Kogi State Command 
built by the Kogi State Govern-
ment under Governor Ododo 
within 90 days. He noted that 
his administration was not 
one that will be preoccupied 
by trying to deal with security 
challenges without an end, but 
stressed that he was decisive 
in taking the fight to criminal 
elements’ hideout in the state 
with a view to flushing them 
out completely.

“I am not here to do my 
best. I am here to defeat crim-
inals. We are winning the war 
against insecurity and we are 

VICTORIA. NNAKAIKE very intentional about our 
work to strengthen the state’s 
security architecture,” he said.

Ododo equally restated his 
administration's unwavering 
commitment to combating 
crime and ensuring the safety 
and security of lives and prop-
erty in Kogi State as he assured 
that nothing will be spared to 
guarantee safety and security 
in every part of the state.

He stressed that the Met-
ropolitan Quick Response 
operation was a proactive 
step to enhance security and 
build upon the solid foun-
dation of the state's security 
architecture which started 
under the immediate past 
administration of Governor 
Yahaya Bello. 

 He commended the ded-
ication and sacrifices of secu-
rity agencies in the state and 
pledged to continue prioritis-
ing technological enablers to 
enhance intelligence gather-
ing capabilities and to help in 
combating emerging security 
threats. 

Ododo also acknowledged 

President Bola Tinubu's com-
mitment to reversing secu-
rity challenges nationwide, 
expressed the full support of 
the government and people of 
Kogi State to the President in 
the fight against terrorists and 
criminals in the country. 

The governor called on 
citizens of the state to remain 
vigilant and to provide credi-
ble and timely information to 
security agencies, and support 
the ongoing efforts to eradi-
cate criminal elements from 
every part of the state, adding 
that the Metropolitan Quick 
Response Squad aims to en-
sure a safe environment for all 
residents and visitors in Kogi 
State, with a focus on 24-hour 
response capability, enhanced 
intelligence gathering, and 
community-based approach 
to policing. 

The Quick Response 
Squad is a security initiative 
in partnership with the Rapid 
Response Squad of the Nigeria 
Police and the state's Joint Task 
Force to tackle criminal activi-
ties in Kogi State.

VICTORIA. NNAKAIKE

THE Stakeholder Democracy 
Network (SDN) has trained 330 
women from the Niger Delta in 
various digital skills to tackle 
the unemployment challenge. 

The programme, which 
took place in Port Harcourt, 
Rivers State, was funded by the 
European Union (EU) with the 
following digital skills: Mar-
keting/Content Creation, Data 
Analysis, Web Design, Com-
puter Appreciation, Graphics 
and Product Design and Cyber 
Security. The Project is titled: 
‘Reducing Digital Gender Gaps 
in the Niger Delta.’ 

In his welcome address, the 
Executive Director, SDN, Adam 
Heal encouraged the beneficia-
ries to support one another and 
not stand in isolation since they 
have shown remarkable com-
mitment, while promising to as-
sist them to stand strong as they 
are part of the growing network 
with unending possibilities.

Earlier, the Rivers State 
Commissioner for Youth De-
velopment, Chizom Kenneth 
Gbali, in his remarks, assured 
the women of state’s govern-
ment support.

The commissioner disclosed 
during the ceremony of sec-
ond batch of Women in Digi-
tal Skills, saying that Governor 
Siminalaiye Fubara has built the 
biggest Youth Resource Centre 
ever in Nigeria. 

Gbali explained that 
the governor was the most 
youth-friendly state chief-ex-

ecutive who is creating peace 
and waters of prosperity and 
opening the spectrum of devel-
opment in Rivers State.

"The world belongs to those 
who learn more skills and apply 
it," he said.

He charged them to think 
out-of-the-box and not be rel-
egated to the background, not-
ing that creative imagination 
is the way out of hardship. He 
also tasked them on the need 
to add value to what they have 
learnt.

The Commissioner further 
tasked the women to brace up 
for the challenge since they 
have been economically, social-
ly and politically denied for so 
long. He advised them not to 
limit themselves.

According to Afolabi 
Ogunmola, SDN Finance man-
ager, the project is targeting 
over 1500 beneficiaries across 
the Niger Delta states of Rivers, 
Bayelsa, Delta and Akwa Ibom, 
out of which 330 women bene-
fited in the second batch.

Unemployment: Group 
trains over 300 Niger Delta 
women in digital skills
PIUS DUKOR, PH

Adam Heal 

…Commissions Police Quick Response office

Otti

Ododo
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News
FG trains 56 UBE master trainers in Ibadan
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UNICEF, NPC to digitally register 
9.3m under-five children in 2024

The United Nations 
Children's Fund 
(UNICEF) in partner-
ship with the Nigeria 

Population Commission (NPC) 
said it targeted to register 
9,362,399 under five Nigerian 
children digitally in 2024.

Dennis Onoise, UNICEF 
Child Protection Specialist, 
disclosed this recently at a two-
day Media Dialogue for E-birth 
registration in South West, in-
cluding Edo State in Lagos State 
organised in collaboration with 
Lagos State Government.

Onoise said that out of the 
9,362,399 children under-five 
children, 4,626,417 would be 
under one.

He noted that available sta-
tistics revealed that 78.90 per-
cent of people in the rural areas 
registered their children during 
birth than those in the urban ar-
eas with 44.8 percent.

He said to achieve the ob-
jectives of e-birth registration 
of children in the country, there 
was a need for UNICEF and 
NPC to partner primary health 
centres.

He opined that the inte-
gration of e-birth registration 
with the National Identification 
Number (NIN) would go a long 
way in providing adequate data 
in the country.

 IDRIS MOMOH, Benin While adding that there are 
4,000 registration centres across 
the 774 local government areas 
in the country, he posited 2022 
population statistics showed 
Nigeria had an estimated popu-
lation of 216,783,381.

He said that out of the fig-
ure 16,705,671 are under five 
children while 3,554,005 are 
under-one children.

Onoise further added that 
according to the statistics, of the 
164 million unregistered chil-
dren worldwide more than half 
representing about 91million 
lives in Africa which is 56 per-
cent of the unregistered under 
five children globally.

The UNICEF Child Pro-
tection Specialist disclosed that 
the organisation had in 2023 
worked in 20 states and would 
also flag off the programme in 
Ekiti, Edo, Ondo, Osun, Ogun 
and Oyo states before the end 
of July. "We worked in 20 states 
in 2023, and we plan to add five 
other states in 2024. We intend 
to flag off the e- birth registra-
tion in States like Ekiti, Edo, 
Ondo, Osun, Ogun and Oyo 
states," he said.

Earlier, Celine Lafoucriere, 
chief head of UNICEF field 
office for South West Nigeria, 
described media as a crucial 
partners in support of the agen-
cy's mission to ensure that ev-
ery child in Nigeria is given the 
right to legal identity.

The Federal Govern-
ment has trained 
56 master train-
ers for the recently 
launched Universal 

Basic Education (UBE) Effective 
Schools Programme, selected 
from states across the Southern 
part of the country, including 
Kwara and Kogi states.

Hamid Bobboyi, executive 
secretary, Universal Basic Ed-
ucation Commission (UBEC), 
who announced this in Ibadan 
during a 5-day training session 
for the participants, said that the 
programme marks a significant 
step towards enhancing educa-
tional quality and accessibility.

Bobboyi emphasized that 
the programme is part of 
UBEC’s broader efforts to ad-
dress the dual challenges of 
the learning crisis and the high 
number of out-of-school chil-
dren.

He said that UBEC has 
taken steps to achieve an effec-
tive UBE programme in 111 
schools, adding that there are 
three UBE Effective Schools per 
senatorial zones and three in 
the FCT, selected as pilot for the 
programme.

The training of master train-

ers, according to him, is one of 
the activities in the implementa-
tion of the ESP.

"From here, you will be ex-
pected to cascade the training to 
the teachers in the 111 schools. 
This is in furtherance of the 
Commission’s plans to promote 
smart education at basic educa-
tion level and lay an enduring 
foundation for the development 
of relevant technological skills 
to cope with the 21st century 

world.
"The Effective School Pro-

gramme was designed to pro-
gressively improve instructional 
tools and practices to maximise 
the potential of both educators 
and students within the educa-
tional system.

“This initiative introduces a 
new perspective and practice in 
learning across the 111 schools 
previously designated as UBEC 
E-learning centers,” Bobboyi 

stated.
He further noted that the 

schools have been equipped 
with ICT equipment and alter-
native power supply to enable 
technology-supported teaching 
and learning.

"To this end, the Commis-
sion has established 37 Smart 
Schools, one in each state and 
FCT, with some already opera-
tional. A Digital Resource Cen-
tre (DRC) has been built and 

commissioned", he added.
Also speaking, Nureni 

Aderemi Adeniran, executive 
chairman, OYOSUBEB, high-
lighted that the Board under his 
supervision has keyed into the 
smart education system initiat-
ed by UBEC.

He added that the Board is 
currently recruiting with the 
aim to employ 7,000 primary 
school teachers who are digital-
ly literate.

Adeniran maintained that 
the efficient operation of the 
smart schools in the state will 
enhance the overall effective-
ness of UBE delivery by en-
suring that all educational pro-
grammes meet and maintain 
minimum standards.

Mayowa Aleshin, director, 
Teachers' Development, UBEC, 
said that the UBE Effective 
Schools Programme represents 
a substantial investment in Ni-
geria’s educational future, with 
the aim to bridge gaps in learn-
ing and foster an environment 
where every child can thrive 
academically.

Meanwhile, the Oyo State 
Post Primary School Teach-
ing Service Commission (TE-
SCOM), has said that a total 
of 62, 000 persons scaled the 
application exercise for the 
computer-based test for teach-
ing and non-teaching recruit-
ment exercise. The state gov-
ernment recently approved the 
recruitment of 7,500 teachers, 
and 3,000 non-teaching staff 
members into the state teach-
ing service, as part of efforts to 
improve the post-primary edu-
cation sector.

To fill the available posi-
tions, TESCOM has fixed Mon-
day, July 29- August 2, 2024, for 
the computer-based test (CBT) 
for the applicants.

REMI FEYISIPO, Ibadan

"Your (journalists) platforms 
are critical for raising awareness 
with us for educating the pub-
lic and holding stakeholders 
accountable to taking care of 
those children, making sure 
they have a legal identity and 
access to basic services.

"Without child registration, 
the children remain invisible to 
our governments, making it a 
very big challenge to plan ade-
quately for the children's rights.

"So, your discussions and 
the field work will be centered 
around that transformative po-
tential of E-birth registration. 
E-birth registration is a formi-
dable opportunity," she added.

Lafoucriere added that ac-
curate and timely data from 
birth registrations would allow 
the agency to monitor the prog-
ress that is collectively made 
across several Sustainable De-
velopment Goals (SDGs).

She said the SDGs include 
elimination of poverty and 
hunger to promote quality ed-
ucation and reduce inequities, 
adding that journalists’ roles 
are "crucial and cannot be over-
stated."On his part, Bamidele 
Sadiku, the National Population 
Commission (NPC) Director in 
Lagos State, opined that e-birth 
registration platform would 
provide better lives for Nigeri-
ans and prevent double birth 
and death registrations in the 
country.

Stakeholders divided over 
proposed NDIC Amendment Bill 

Critical stakeholders in 
the banking, financial, 
and insurance sectors 
have raised opposing 

views and concerns over a bill 
to amend the Nigeria Deposit 
Insurance Corporation (NDIC) 
Act No. 63, 2023. The bill aims 
to enhance the Corporation’s 
effectiveness, independence, 
and autonomy.

The Bill which is sponsored 
by Tokunbo Abiru, chairman 
Senate Committee on Banking,  
Insurance and other Financial 
Institutions have passed second 
reading at the Senate.

Among several proposed 
amendment, one of the most 
contentious is the removal of 
the "Concurrence" role for 
the Central bank of Nigeria 
(CBN) and substituting it 
with a rather "collaborative" 
role in an attempt to make the 
NDIC more independent in 
taking decisions bordering on 
its policy objectives. While the 
Central Bank of Nigeria not-
ed  its opposition against this 
amendment during a public 
hearing on the Bill at the Sen-
ate on Thursday, the bankers 
directors and other stakehold-
ers however endorsed it.

The CBN tackled proposed 
amendment to sections 2, 3 and 
4 of the principal Act substitut-
ing the word  “collaboration” for 
the word “concurrence.”

Section 2 of the principal 
Act which provides the Corpo-
ration shall protect depositors 
by providing an orderly means 
of compensation in the event 
of failure of their insured insti-
tutions or the inability of such 
insured institutions to make 
payment to depositors "provid-
ed that in the latter case such 
payment shall only be

made with the concurrence 
of the Central Bank of Nigeria" 
was deleted.

Also Section 2 subsection 
C (iii) which stipulates "with 
the concurrence of the Central 
Bank of Nigeria, providing a 
framework for the resolution of 
failing insured institutions." The 
word "concurrence" was substi-
tuted with collaboration.

John Onoja, acting director, 
financial policy and regulation 
department of CBN the mean-
ing of Collaboration means  that 
NDIC takes the decision and 
collaborates with CBN, but in 

the situation with concurrence 
they must first of all, get the in-
put of the CBN, rather than to 
just collaborate with the NDIC 
on its own decision.

Conversely, Mustafa Chike-
Obi, chairman of the Bank Di-
rectors Association of Nigeria, 
applauded the removal of the 
CBN concurrence requirement 
in Section 32. He noted this 
change aligns with the NDIC’s 
mandate to independently reg-
ulate insured deposit liabilities.

However, Pius Olanrewa-
ju, president of the Chartered 
Institute of Bankers of Nigeria, 
urged the Senate to restore the 
concurrence requirement.

The Financial Services Reg-
ulation Coordinating Commit-
tee (FSRCC), in its memoranda 
to the Senate Committee also 
protested amendment to sec-
tion 16, increasing the capital 
base of the NDIC from 50 bil-
lion to 500 billion which shall be 
subscribed and held only by the 
federal government.

"The FSRCC is suggesting 
to retain the current authorised 
share capital of 50 billion be-
cause NDIC does not require 
such huge capital to operate as it 
is not in the business of lending 
or creating risk assets.

"Increasing authorised share 
capital from 50 billion to 500 
billion and fully owned by the 
federal government render the 
additional capital redundant 
as it would not be yielding the 
required return on investment. 

GODSGIFT ONYEDINEFU

L-R: Member, Nigerian Institution of Civil Engineers    (NICE), Engr Okodugha Dauda Aluyah; General Manager, Lagos State Public Works and Corporation, 
Engr Tokunbo Ajanaku; National Chairman, NICE, Engr Virgilus  Ezugu; Chairman, Organizing Committee, Engr  Robbie Owivry; Past Chairman, NICE, 
Engr Emeka Ibeh, during the Construction Expo Africa ,Organized by Nigerian Institution of Civil Engineers  (NICE), Construction Expo Africa (CEA) ,Con-
struction & Engineering Digest (CED) held at Landmark event Center  in Lagos
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News Feature
Gas flaring: Nigeria must take decisive 
action now - NOSDRA DG

Industry operators came together 
in the week with regulators and 
other stakeholders to assess the 
journey so far in the much-de-
sired gas flare-down necessities 

and ever-changing targets.
It provided a huge opportunity to 

the National Oil Spill Detection and 
Response Agency (NOSDRA) to hand 
down perhaps one of the strongest 
policy declarations; that Nigeria must 
take decisive action on gas flaring, 
now.

According to Rivers-born Chuk-
wuemeka Woke, an engineer, tech-
nocrat, and the Director-General 
(DG) of NOSDRA, the decisions the 
stakeholders would take at the Abuja 
and other such forums and the actions 
taken would unequivocally shape the 
future of Nigeria’s environment, the 
economy, and the health and well-be-
ing of Nigerians and our communi-
ties.

Gas flare with its attendant meth-
ane emission pushes Nigeria to 39th 
in global pollution rating with China 
topping the chart with its over 14 bil-
lion tons of carbon dioxide (Co2) and 
Mexico the 10th with less than one bil-
lion. These contribute to greenhouse 
effects and global warming that have 
caused upheavals in nature such as 
meting of ice into oceans and change 
in seasons, bush fires especially in the 
US, flooding around the world, and 
much more.

This is why Woke, while speaking 
at the 3rd National Extractives Dia-
logue 2024 (NED2024) in Abuja, Ni-
geria, said Nigeria must act, now.

Experts including Fyneface Dum-
namene Fyneface, the Executive Di-
rector of Youths and Environmental 
Advocacy Centre (YEAC-Nigeria), 
dug into the history of gas flaring in 
and challenges that kept the gas burn-
ing. They all agreed that Nigeria must 
be freed from this menace because 
much harm has been heaped on Nige-
ria over the decades.

The NOSDRA chief said the 
theme: “Gas Flare Reduction: Cata-
lyst for Accelerating Nigeria’s Path to 
Net-Zero Emissions and Sustainable 
development,” represents the way 
forward because the same gas that is 
needed badly in the industry to sup-
port the NLNG and other gas initia-
tives is being flared wastefully into the 
atmosphere to return to cause damage 
instead of create wealth.

Coming from Emohua LGA of 
Rivers State where such menace is 
prominent, the DG seemed to speak 
from the heart to a problem that has 
ravaged his state and region, and 
harming his people and loved ones 
before his eyes.

He thus lamented thus: “Today, 
we are not simply discussing an envi-
ronmental issue; we are confronting a 
fundamental challenge that profound-
ly impacts our national development 
and our global commitments.

“The persistent practice of gas 
flaring has marred the breathtaking 
landscape of Nigeria’s abundant natu-
ral resources. It serves as a symbol of 

IGNATIUS CHUKWU

the missed prospects for harnessing 
energy, fostering economic growth, 
and preserving the environment. The 
well-documented environmental and 
health ramifications of gas flaring have 
far-reaching effects, deteriorating air 
quality, and public health while also 
aggravating the global climate crisis. 
Nevertheless, amidst this seemingly 
insurmountable challenge lies a re-
markable opportunity for ground-
breaking innovation, meaningful col-
laboration, and tangible progress.”

He benchmarked his position in 
line with global climate change miti-
gation efforts and the ‘Renewed Hope 
Agenda’ of President Bola Ahmed 
Tinubu’s commitment to end gas flar-
ing, reduce methane emissions, and 
enhance environmental sustainability 
in the country.

He said the administration rather 
sees the transformative potential of 
curbing gas flaring, saying the view 
positions gas flare reduction not just 
as an environmental necessity but as 
a catalyst for broader sustainable de-
velopment and a key driver towards 
Nigeria’s net-zero emissions goal. “By 
tackling this issue head-on, we can 
unlock new pathways for energy effi-
ciency, economic diversification, and 
community resilience which would in 
turn boost economic growth and job 
creation in line with Mr. President’s 
8-point Agenda.”

He gave himself a task, saying: “As 
the DG of NOSDRA, I am acutely 
aware of the intricate link between en-
vironmental protection and sustaina-
ble development. Our agency is dedi-
cated to ensuring that the exploitation 
of our natural resources does not 
come at the expense of our environ-
ment. The reduction of gas flaring is 
integral to this mission, aligning with 
our broader mandate to safeguard the 
environment from the adverse effects 
of oil and gas activities.”

The former chief of staff in the 
Government House of Rivers State 

and the funders of the event, the Ford 
Foundation through Space4Change, as 
well as the speakers and participants for 
their dedication and commitment to 
the important cause. “Together, we can 
work towards reducing gas flaring and 
creating a sustainable and prosperous 
future for Nigeria.”

The enthusiasm demonstrated by 
the DG must have spurred some of the 
experts and NGOs to appeal to NOS-
DRA to take up the task of carrying 
out an annual assessment of the jour-
ney so far so the stakeholders would 
know who has moved from one point 
to another in the flare-out journey.

Background:
According to Victoria Ibez-

im-Ohaeri, Executive Director of 
‘Spaces For Change’, the focus at the 
moment is how Nigerian catalyze (fas-
ten) gas flare reduction and carbon 
footprint reduction to foster truly sus-
tainable development. Nigeria is high 
on the table of Co2 polluters especially 
due to methane emission as well as an-
thropogenic (human-induced) pollu-
tion. The human-induced factor is said 
to be as high as 60% and experts say 
reducing 45% of it could lead to saving 
of thousands of lives lost and millions 
in hospital situations in Nigeria per 
year, according to reports from Afri-
TAL group which held sessions in Port 
Harcourt recently.

Each of you brings valuable 
perspectives and expertise 

to this discussion. It is 
through our collective 

efforts and shared 
commitment that we can 

develop effective strategies 
and innovative solutions 

to significantly reduce gas 
flaring in Nigeria

This must be why Spaces For 
Change (SPACES4C) said the 
NED2024 promised to be a pivotal 
gathering of crucial stakeholders in 
the oil and gas industry, aimed at dis-
cussing strategies, practical solutions, 
and innovative approaches to align 
Nigeria’s sustainability goals with its 
global energy landscape role.

The third edition of this annual 
national convening brought togeth-
er about 150 stakeholders from the 
extractive industry in West Africa, 
including policymakers, regulators, 
international and indigenous extrac-
tive corporations, academia, media, 
civil society organizations, federal and 
state parliamentarians, and host com-
munities.

Together, they converged to ex-
plore pathways for strengthening ac-
countability and transparent manage-
ment of oil, gas, and mineral resources 
in the sub-region.

Jointly organized by Spaces for 
Change, Nigerian Extractive Indus-
tries Transparency Initiative (NEITI), 
and the National Oil Spill Detection 
and Response Agency (NOSDRA), 
and supported by the Ford Founda-
tion, NED2024 offered stakeholders 
a constructive platform to discuss 
means of propelling gas flare down, 
carbon footprint reduction, and sus-
tainable development in host commu-
nities.  

This is because Nigeria's commit-
ment to achieving a 'just transition' 
to net-zero emissions had garnered 
significant attention on the global 
stage. This commitment is said to be 
evidenced by the establishment of 
frontline advocacy initiatives follow-
ing the signing of the Just Transition 
Declaration and the announcement 
of the ambitious 2060 net-zero goal at 
COP26. As part of this commitment, 
Nigeria's Climate Change Plan sets a 
2030 target the cessation of gas burn-
ing as a byproduct of oil production 
and the reduction of Greenhouse Gas 
(GHG) emissions.  

Recently, at COP28, Nigeria un-
veiled ambitious plans to cut its car-
bon emissions in half through the im-
plementation of the Nigeria Gas Flare 
Commercialisation Programme (NG-
FCP). The recent Abuja convention 
provided a critical platform for stake-
holders to contribute to the realization 
of such ambitious goals, explore and 
evaluate the intricacies surrounding 
gas flare-down and carbon footprint 
reduction, and develop actionable 
strategies to propel Nigeria towards its 
sustainability goals.

The outcome was expected to de-
velop strategies to mitigate climate 
change and preserve local ecosystems 
through effective gas flare-down and 
carbon footprint reduction initiatives.

They were also expected to 
strengthen regulatory frameworks 
and enhance compliance with nation-
al and international environmental 
standards to reduce gas flaring and 
promote sustainable practices.

Others were to unlock economic 
value from flared gas and reduce op-
erational costs while promoting sus-
tainable economic development and 
diversification in Nigeria's extractive 
industry.

...As industry stakeholders brainstorm on way forward

Chukwuemeka Woke, DG, NOSDRA (middle) with stakeholders at NED24

Chukwuemeka Woke, DG of NOSDRA, delivering keynote address  

under then Gov Nyesom Wike (now 
FCT Minister) situated the day’s di-
alogue as one to bring together a 
diverse array of stakeholders-gov-
ernment officials, industry leaders, 
environmental advocates, and com-
munity representatives. “Each of you 
brings valuable perspectives and ex-
pertise to this discussion. It is through 
our collective efforts and shared com-
mitment that we can develop effective 
strategies and innovative solutions to 
significantly reduce gas flaring in Ni-
geria.”

He demanded a focus on actionable 
outcomes that can drive real change 
and progress. “Our goal is not just to 
discuss but to act, to implement, and 
to transform.” He poured encomiums 
of those behind the effort such as to 
the co-organizer, the Nigerian Extrac-
tive Industries Transparency Initiative, 
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News Feature

The talent base in 
Rivers State could 
be a better asset base 
especially for export, 
an investor in the 

real estate sector, the Mayor of 
Housing, My-ACE China, has 
said.

The investor, who is the CEO 
of the Housing and Construction 
Mayor Limited, spoke after he 
listened to the Rivers State 
Government Choir last weekend 
where he was later installed as the 
patron and hononary member of 
the Ensemble.

The man known as a real 
estate success strategist said it 
was sad that what seemed to ooze 
out from the state were oil/gas 
and politics laced with violence 
instead of talents that abound.  

He gave a message about the 
place of talents in the state, saying: 
“My message is that Nigeria has 
the best of the best in talent, art, 
music, and culture. What is wrong 
is that we have been carried away 
by politics and eking out a living 
that we tend to neglect these 
things.

“Neglect leads to death and 
whatever you neglect dies. So, 
my message to Nigerians is, 
don’t neglect the rich heritage of 
where we come from; especially 
our skills and talents. You will be 
surprised how much more that 
would get us to our destination 
than politics and the like.”

Some of the talents in the 
music and entertainment industry 
from Rivers State include Mercy 
Johnsons, Hilda Dokubo, Yibo 
Koko, Julius Agwu, Duncan 
Mighty, Sam Dede, the Isakaba 
man, and of late, Burna Boy. But 
many may never know that a big 
voice asset is an ensemble in the 
womb of power, the Brick House, 
which is the Government House 
of Rivers State. Yet, many only 
reckon with power, crisis, and 
threat from the seat of power over 
the years.

Reacting after his installation, 
China said he was very privileged 
to be so conferred with the award 
of Patron of the Government 
House Choir because the onus 
and responsibility of taking the 
best part and the best light from 
Rivers State to the rest of the 
world is an honour to him.

“And, it  is  a privilege I 
find very rare. It is rather like 
a spiritual conferment on me 
than a choral role from this or 
any other choral group for that 
matter. I feel like a man called into 
ecclesiastical mission.

“This will spur me to, not 
only make sure they get all the 
resources and personnel they 
need to be world class, but to 
ensure that they are seen as world 
class. This is because we live in a 
21st century reality that nobody 
sees or values you if you are not 
known. It is my onus to make 
sure that this beautiful choir in 
this Government House in this 
beautiful entity called Rivers State 
is known all over the world as 
the best of what Rivers State has 
to export.”

Giving insight  into the 
status of the Ensemble in the 
Government House, the Music 
Director, Enitoun Ezekiel Iyalla, 
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Rivers’ talents better export assets, says investor

said the umbrella body of the 
Government House Choir is 
the Riv-Harmonious Mission 
Ensemble.

He went on: “The Rivers State 
Government, at the initial stage, 
requested we prepare for them 
in the services of the Chapel 
50-man Ensemble (Choir, Band 
& Mini Orchestra). At the final 
stage of actualisation, after the 
construction of the Chapel, the 
available space was 26, for only 
Choir & Band.

“ F r o m  t h e  p o o l  o f 
over 60 strong singers and 
instrumentalists, we service the 
music arm of the Government 
House Chapel Ensemble, based 
on the available space of 26.

“ The  Choir  moves  out 
when representing the State 
Government or on an exclusive 
Government Programme. Also, 
in very selective outings in stand-
up performances or own concerts.

“However, for exclusively 
private performances, we go 
by our umbrella name – Riv-
Harmonious Mission Ensemble.”

The coming of the Mayor of 
Housing is expected to expose 

the talents globally and attract 
more value.

Some of the members of the 
Ensemble talked on why and 
how the Mayor of Housing, a 
businessman, was found fit for 
inclusion into the exclusive place.

Asueiza Ezekiel Iyalla (Alto 
Singer) said: “In the Mayor of 
Housing, we saw somebody full of 
respect to God. We see someone 
that can bring value to this choir. 
We only had a very short meeting 
and he said things that would 
amaze us about things that can 
bring value to this project and this 
state. Working with him, we will 
go higher and higher.

“We appeal to other Nigerians 
to come and see the roles they can 
play to lift the talents of Rivers 
people. We have the best organist 
in Nigeria, now in Germany. 
If people come in, they can see 
exportable talents.”

His colleague, Mike Julius 
(Bass singer), said the Mayor of 
Housing, despite being in real 
estate, finds time for God.

“He  t a kes  out  t ime  to 
commune with his Maker. He is 
also a singer. So, we bring him 

closer to see the talents we have in 
this state. Today, he has joined the 
choir of the Government House 
and he came to see what he can do 
to lift it higher,” Julius said.

Yet, Kate Ogan, another 
member said they saw a lot of 
qualities in My-ACE China 
including his exploits promoting 
human capacity development in 
Rivers State.

“When we identified these 
qualities in him, we resolved after 
investigations to bring him closer.

“It is clear that no one person 
can do everything for a society or 
a state, so we need others to help 
to develop people. Let people 
take a cue from My-ACE China 
in seeking ways to develop the 
society.

“Some people are usually 
scared of business people but we 
are comfortable with him. We 
couldn’t have just brought him or 
anybody in without background 
checks or investigations. Each of 
us was also screened before we 
were accepted. We also pray before 
we touch anyone. We prayed and 
we got the leading of the spirit to 
go ahead.”

O n  a s s e s s m e n t  a n d 
comparison, the group is said 
unique in their own way, boasting 
of some of the best singers and 
instrumentalists.

Ezekiel said: “Consequently, 
our strongest uniqueness is in 
our culture of discipline and 
maturity in musical discipline and 
interpretation. We are currently 
the defending champions in the 
Niger Delta Choral Competition 
organised by the Bayelsa State 
Government, with the support of 
the NDDC.”

No doubt, with the right 
needed support, we are looking 
forward to the African and Global 
arena, as we have all it takes to 
be there.

“Uniqueness: Spirituality 
and musical interpretation, 
owning every song we sing and 
interpreting same with utmost 
dexterity and near accuracy. We 
don't perform, we minister.

Help means a lot to us. Our 
existence has been centred on 
help, first from the Almighty God 
on whom we have our existence, 
and from few individuals in 
their capacity. But having the 
right backing, the sky will be our 
starting point.

“Unfortunately, that is what 
has been lagging in these parts, 
hence most of our few talents have 
decided to relocate to Lagos and 
Abuja, where they believe there is 
the right support and investment 
for development.

“Yes, professionals in terms 
of singing and occupation. We 
have in our midst graduates in 
diverse fields as well as career 
professionals - Business men, 
chartered accountants (ICAN), 
On Air Personalities (OAPs), 
entrepreneurs, etc.

“Some of us have more than 30 
years of singing and instrumental 
careers. That is only possible with 
commitment, dedication, passion 
and basically, service to God.”

The performance that wowed 
the Mayor of Housing ranged from 
classical to the contemporary and 
culturally tinged choral renditions.  

The surprise of the night 
could be the soprano solo by a 
man that does not see physically 
(vision impaired) but who is 
being compared with the greatest 
sopranos in the world, Cameroon 
Ayebatari.

The highlight of songs seemed 
to be ‘Peace, Be Still” which was 
dedicated to the affairs of Rivers 
State where peace and still waters 
are known to be most needed.

Then, the conferment of Patron 
and honorary membership to the 
Mayor of Housing. Those who 
talked to this writer from the choir 
said they were shocked to discover 
his versatility, academic brilliance 
(best graduating student in both 
secondary school in Jos with 9As 
and in the UNN), generosity, 
and above all, his fire burning 
spiritual life.

Beyond all this however is the 
determination of all concerned to 
promote the choir beyond being 
an ensemble in an enclosure. The 
voice that came from the locked 
doors need to escape to the larger 
Rivers society and to the world. 
The coming of the Mayor of 
Housing may ensure this, because 
he does not believe that good 
should hide for evil to outshine.

Words have never been 
enough to describe songs. So, 
it would need to hear from the 
ensemble to know that graces fly 
and perch in Rivers State but in a 
cubicle. The listener may not know 
when he would fly to the needs of 
origins of choral music found in 
traditional music like in Ancient 
Greece and in contemporary 
European choral setting. Did 
David not event choir music in the 
Bible powerful enough to calm a 
troubled king?

It was when the songs got 
to George Frideric Handel’s 
classical that the uninitiated rose 
to welcome the Alleluia messiah 
droplets. 

The night ended pleasurably 
with hopes that the hiding is 
over and that this great asset 
would escape from the walls 
of the Chapel to the world in 
need of peace. This is what the 
Mayor of Housing has vowed to 
ensure. After all, he is a Un Peace 
Ambassador.

Now, it is expected that the 
talents of Rivers State will be 
exposed more after the Rivers 
Economic and Investment 
Summit and the resolution to 
use entertainment as the driver 
for the low hanging fruits where 
the Mayor of Housing is now 
partner to the Rivers State Tourism 
Development Agency (RSTDA) 
headed by Yibo Koko.

China’s introduction and 
involvement the Choral assets in 
the Government House may be 
an avenue to further the works in 
the partnership with the RSTDA 
to expose the talents in the state 
and boost tourism, even as his 
involvement with the comedy 
leaders in the state is also yielding 
same fruits.    

Mayor of Housing
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Peter Terkaa Akper

Chidi Odinkalu

VICTORIA NNAKAIKE

Why Tinubu may not restructure 
Nigeria, by Odinkalu

Chidi Odinkalu, a for-
mer chairman of the 
National Human 
Rights Commission, 
has President Bola 

Tinubu can’t champion the devo-
lution of more powers to the feder-
ating units because it will threaten 
the powers enjoyed by the Federal 
Government 

Odinkalu was a guest on Inside 
Sourceswith Laolu Akande, a so-
cio-political programme aired on 
Channels Television on Friday.

Restructuring was a major issue 
in the build-up to the 2023 presi-
dential election which was won by 
ex-Lagos governor Tinubu. 

In recent years, prominent Ni-
gerians, regional socio-political 
groups like Afenifere in the South-
West zone, Ohanaeze Ndigbo in the 
South-East zone, and groups in the 
Middlebelt area had demanded re-
structuring along fiscal lines. 

Their demands include the re-
moval of some responsibilities from 

INIOBONG IWOK

NATHANIEL GBAORON, Jos

the exclusive legislative list to the 
concurrent list to legally empower 
federating units like states to car-
ry out such functions as policing, 
among others.

Tinubu was a major advocate 
of restructuring while in the oppo-

sition, upon assumption of office, 
hopes with high that he would im-
plement some of the tenets of re-
structuring, but Odinkalu said the 
idea is not likely to fly because do-
ing so will mean an attrition of the 
powers domiciled at the centre.

The law professor also said La-
gos is not Nigeria, so the President 
can’t govern the country the way he 
did in Lagos when he was governor 
from May 1999 to May 2007.

Odinkalu said, “President Tinu-
bu is now seeing Nigeria from the 
centre, not from the circumfer-
ence. I’ve lived in Lagos for clearly 
40 years and I have tried to tell my 
friends that Lagos is not Nigeria; 
Lagos is Lagos. And I say this as 
a full-time Lagosian. Lagos is not 
Nigeria. All of that he was talking 
about is different when you are the 
President.

“So, the idea that Tinubu is go-
ing to come to the job with an idea 
of restructuring is not likely to fly. 
The mechanics of presidentialism 
make it unlikely that an incumbent 
President is going to be the advocate 
of the cannibalisation of that power. 
Even if the President were to be en-
thusiastic about that, the presidential 
team, many of whom would lose rel-
evance, would slow workings.

“So, you are going to have two 
levels of resistance one from the 
occupant of the office himself but 

more also from the people around 
him who don’t have interest in see-
ing that happen. So, the redesign of 
Nigeria from the centre is going to 
be very difficult.”

 
On new constitution
The human rights activist said that 
Nigeria does not necessarily need 
a new constitution but a constitu-
tional settlement where all the eth-
nic nationalities and the different 
heterogenous groups will sit down 
and agree on how they want to live 
as a country. 

“I am not of the idea that we 
need a new constitution. What we 
need is a constitutional settlement. 
A constitution is a text, anyone can 
write it.

“A constitutional settlement pre-
cedes a constitution and we have 
never really had one; the closest we 
came to one was in 1971, but the 
military stepped in constitutional 
settlement precedes a constitution 
and we have never really had one; 
the closest we came to one was in 
1971, but the military stepped in,” 
he said.

Unlocking Nigeria’s mining potential: Akper identifies challenges, opportunities in the sector
major challenges is the lack of a 
comprehensive policy framework 
that aligns with the African Mining 
Vision.

Akper, who is also a Senior Advo-
cate of Nigeria (SAN), informed that 
another challenge is the inadequate 
legal and regulatory framework, 
which has led to conflicts between 
the federal government and state 
governments over regulatory control.

He said the absence of an inde-
pendent sector regulator has also 
hindered the effective administra-
tion of the mining sector.

Furthermore, he noted that the 
availability of geoscience data is 
crucial for investment decisions, but 
Nigeria’s exploration strategy has 
been criticised for not focusing on 
legacy mines.

“The Road Map on the Develop-
ment of the Solid Minerals and Met-
als Sector was launched in 2012 to 
ensure the realisation of government 
developmental objectives in the sec-
tor. It identified the challenges to the 
development of solid minerals to 
include: Inadequate geoscience data 
needed to support detailed mineral 
investigation, development and ex-
ploitation;

inadequate infrastructural facili-
ties such as roads.

“Very high proportion of Artis-
anal and Small Scale Miners (ASM) 
operations deriving mineral ex-
ploitation in the country resulting in 
environmental degradation, and ex-
posure to high risk and health haz-

ards due to the use of unsafe mining 
and mineral processing practices; 
lack of adequate legislation, and low 
institutional and human capacity.”

He also noted that “the present 
wave of insecurity in the country 
has grave implications for the devel-
opment of the mining industry. Ni-
geria has in recent times witnessed 
unprecedented security challenges 
such as terrorism, insurgency, ban-
ditry, kidnapping for ransom, farm-
er-herder clashes, etc. 

 “The drivers of insecurity in 
Nigeria are myriad, but have been 
identified to include ineffective and 
inadequate security architecture, 
proliferation of small arms and light 
weapons, resources control agita-
tions, high incidence of poverty and 
unemployment, porous borders, ac-
cess to illicit drugs and psychotropic 
substances, climate change impacts, 

inefficient criminal justice systems, 
etc. These security challenges impact 
negatively on mining operations.”

To address these challenges, The 
professor said the government needs 
to develop a comprehensive policy 
framework that aligns with the Af-
rican Mining Vision.

He also said the government also 
needs to establish an independent 
sector regulator to effectively ad-
minister the mining sector.

Additionally, Akper noted that 
the government needs to focus on 
providing adequate infrastructure, 
including roads, rail, and power 
grids, to support mining operations.

According to him, the govern-
ment also needs to address security 
concerns and provide a safe environ-
ment for mining activities

“The mining sector has the po-
tential to contribute significantly to 

Nigeria’s mining sector has 
long been recognised as 
a vital component of the 
country’s economic di-

versification strategy. With an esti-
mated $750 billion worth of mineral 
resources, the sector has the poten-
tial to contribute significantly to the 
country’s gross domestic product 
(GDP).

However, despite its vast poten-
tial, the mining sector has faced nu-
merous challenges, including inade-
quate policies, lack of infrastructure, 
and security concerns.

At the 7th inaugural lecture of 
Nigeria institute of Advanced Legal 
Studies (NIALS) titled: ‘Towards Re-
alising the Potentials of The Mining 
Sector: Policy, Legal and Institution-
al Reform Imperatives for Nigeria,’ 
presented by Peter Terkaa Akper, a 
Research Professor of Law in Abu-
ja and monitored by BusinessDay 
virtually in Jos, he asserted that in 
recent years, the government has 
made efforts to address these chal-
lenges through policy reforms and 
institutional frameworks.

 He noted that the Nigerian Min-
erals and Mining Act of 2007 and 
the Nigerian Minerals and Mining 
Regulations of 2011 are examples of 
these efforts.

Akper however, said despite 
these reforms, the sector still faces 
significant challenges, one of the 

Nigeria’s economic development, 
but it requires the right policies, 
laws, and institutional frameworks 
to unlock its potential.

“With the right policies and 
frameworks in place, Nigeria can 
attract investments, create jobs, and 
increase its GDP.

The government needs to prior-
itize the development of the mining 
sector and address the challenges 
facing it.

By doing so, Nigeria can unlock 
its mining potential and achieve 
economic diversification.

“The mining sector is not just a 
source of revenue; it also has the po-
tential to create jobs and stimulate 
economic growth. Therefore, it is 
essential that the government takes 
the necessary steps to develop the 
sector,” Akper noted.

 The professor, who also has the 
national honor of OFR, recalled that 
Dele Alake, Nigeria’s Minister of 
Solid Minerals Development, had 
said “Nigeria currently possesses a 
deposit of mineral products worth 
$750bn…the mining has the po-
tential to contribute a large part of 
the nation’s goal to achieve a tril-
lion-dollar economy.”

The researcher added that the de-
velopment of the mining sector re-
quires a collaborative effort from all 
stakeholders, including the govern-
ment, private sector, and civil soci-
ety, by doing so, Nigeria can achieve 
economic prosperity and create a 
better future for its citizens.

Politics
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Nyesom Wike Sim Fubara

Rivers’ political crisis inches closer 
to physical confrontations, violence

Thu r s d ay,  Ju l y  2 5 , 
2024, parts of Port 
Harcourt, Rivers State, 
under the Obio/Akpor 
council area where the 

Minister of the Federal Capital 
Territory  (FCT), Nyesom Wike 
comes from, and where the Speaker, 
Martin Amaewhule comes from, 
and where some of the strong men 
of the Wike regime come from, 
exploded in violence.

News f i ltered out that the 
Speaker learnt that their rival, 
Chijioke Ihunwo, the caretaker 
committee boss of Obio/Akpor, was 
going to inaugurate a committee to 
carry out some functions.

Amaewhule was said to have 
mobilised to the place to stop 
Ihunwo on the basis that the 
caretaker committees were illegal. 
The result was huge confrontation 
and smashed vehicles.

T h i s  m a k e s  t h e  l a t e s t 
development of the political crisis 
in the state where Wike is pitched 
against his political son, Governor 
Sim Fubara.

Wike said he singlehandedly 
brought in Fubara (accountant-
general of the state) into the guber 
race and into victory. He said 
Fubara has turned against his 
benefactor. The next thing was 
impeachment notice by the House 
of Assembly controlled by Wike. 
The venue suffered fire.

The governor fought back and 
the venue that heard the notice 
was demolished. More troubles 
continued to this day, despite efforts 
by the Presidency to intervene.

The crisis has been largely in the 
air, courts, and others, but not much 
in physicality and confrontation. 
Nigeria seems to have enjoyed 
the crisis because it provided 
melodrama.

Now, it seems to get to push 
and shove. The nearest to physical 
confrontation was on June 18, 2024, 
when the term for Wike-backed 
LGA council chairmen elapsed but 
they refused to leave, saying they 
had got tenure elongation. The ones 
appointed by Fubara as caretaker 
committee chairmen came to take 
office but met resistance. The police 
used the excuse to seal all LGA 
secretariats. Each group claims 
legitimacy and pushes the other 
camp away, no matter what the 
courts said.

That aspect still poses threat 
to peace as it may explode any 
moment. There are two committees 
in each LGA inaugurated by both 
the Wike and the Fubara LGA 
council authorities. Violence is a 
matter of time.

Ishi Samuel, termed former 
C h ai r m an  of  I kwe r re  LG A , 
allegedly led members of OSPAC 

in Ikwerre LGA to destroy the ward-
to-ward empowerment programme 
in Omueleru community.

The situation in Ogu/Bolo 
(Okrika area) seems dicey. The 
Fubara-backed chairman, Caretaker 
Committee of Ogu/Bolo Local 
Government Area, Evans Bipi, has 
ordered the immediate stoppage of 
the construction of a multi-purpose 
townhall in Ogu over what he called 
failure by the developer to seek 
the consent of the Council before 
initiating the project.

The project was reportedly 
att racted to  the  area  by  the 
Executive Director of Finance and 
Administration (EDFA) of the Niger 
Delta Development Commission 
(NDDC) Boma Iyaye, believed to 
be a Wike man.

Speaking to newsmen during an 
on-the-spot-visit to the project site, 
Bipi said the building plan violates 
the development masterplan of the 
area.

The Ogu/Bolo CTC Chairman 
while commending the EDFA of 
NDDC for attracting such project 
to the area said it was sited at the 
wrong location.

He said the developer ought 
to have consulted with the Local 
Government Council to be given a 
suitable location for the project in 
order not to distort the development 
plan of the area.

Evans Bipi explained that the 
site of the project is a green area 
reserved for recreational purposes 
and not for project like a Multi-
purpose Townhall.

“This Land belongs to the 
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Community, as the CTC Chairman 
of the Local Government Area, I 
am the Chief Security Officer, all 
Lands are in my custody in trust for 
the people according to the Local 
Government bye-law that regulates 
customary Land.”

Another major danger moment 
would be the processes to the LGA 
elections in the state. The Wike 
camp (Rivers APC), has rejected 
the election plans.

The Fubara group has gone to 
court to stop the stopping of the 
elections. So, the justice, Peter 
Lifu, of the Federal High Court in 
Abuja has thus issued a restraining 
order preventing the Department 
of State Services (DSS), Police, 

Independent National Electoral 
Commission (INEC), and seven 
other entities from obstructing 
the conduct of congresses for the 
Rivers State chapter of the People’s 
Democratic Party (PDP), according 
to newspaper reports.

The police:
As in the crisis between Wike and 
Rotimi Amaechi, the police are 
always accused of compromise or 
of taking sides.

A Commentator,  Meshach 
Alaputa Jaja, said the allegations 
of compromised policing in Rivers 
State, highlighted by the recent 
attack in Obio/Akpor LGA, demand 
urgent attention and intervention. 
“The little girl you see here is a 
victim of the police teargas effect. 
She is asthmatic. She went to 
the community health center for 
medical care, now see her struggling 
for her dear life, what a police 
brutality to a minor.

“The Inspector General of Police 
must fulfill their constitutional duty 
to protect the people and restore trust 
in the police force. By conducting a 
thorough investigation, holding 
those responsible accountable, and 
implementing measures to prevent 
politicization, Rivers State can 
move towards a more secure and 
just society.

“The citizens’ faith in the police 
must be restored, as they deserve 
a policing system that serves and 
protects them without bias or 
compromise. The Civil Society 
Organisation should come out and 
speak for this little girl, she is not a 
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criminal, not a politician and not 
wrong by going to seeking medical 
care as a Rivers citizen.

Another report said a chief 
superintendent of police (name 
withheld), said to be head a tactical 
unit a part of Obio/Akpor, has 
been accused of becoming a rogue 
enforcer of the order of a minister.

“Today, he led his officers to 
disrupt a vital health program in 
partnership with the Rivers State 
Ministry of Health, held at the 
Eliozu community. The event, 
aimed at aiding pregnant women 
and nursing mothers, was violently 
interrupted after a call from Martin 
Amaewhule.

“Upon arrival, the police officer 
and his men shot sporadically, fired 
tear gas indiscriminately causing 
panic and endangering the lives of 
vulnerable attendees. Also, at an 
empowerment program organized 
by the Ikwerre LGA Caretaker 
Committee, was disrupted by the 
same man aided by the opponents 
of Fubara.”

The people asked the Inspector-
General of Police to intervene, 
probably the same they called on 
the IG of the Wike-Amaechi era to 
intervene and it never happened.

Conclusion:
The stage is getting set for clashes 
that may take life and lead to open 
violence, except something is done 
now. Some political observers 
in the state say that widespread 
violence may lead to renewed 
call for declaration of state of 
emergency. 

This Land belongs 
to the Community, 

as the CTC 
Chairman of the 

Local Government 
Area, I am the Chief 

Security Officer, 
all Lands are in my 
custody in trust for 

the people according 
to the Local 

Government bye-
law that regulates 
customary Land
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Gbenga Soloki, executive director of the Centre Against Injustice and Domestic Violence (CAIDOV) and a de-
velopment expert, spoke on the financial autonomy granted local governments in the country through recent 
Supreme Court ruling and the state of governance at that level. INIOBONG IWOK brings the excerpts:

Gbenga Soloki

LGs’ fiscal autonomy must be implemented, it must 
not end at Supreme Court pronouncement - Soloki

Local government is the third tier 
of the government in Nigeria; what 
are your comments about the roles 
the local governments are playing 
in Nigeria generally?

Let me salute the courage, 
the sagacity and the 
proac t ive  nature  of 
President Bola Ahmed 
Tinubu for taken the bull 

by the horn to say that our local 
governments must run independently 
and not as appendages of the state 
governors. 

The local governments that 
we have today are more or less 
appendages of the state governors 
because they always go cap in hand 
to source their dues, which should 
have come to them directly. 

But because of the fraudulent 
allocation committee of the states, 
the local governments have been 
turned into beggar organisations 
whereby they just go to the state 
governments to collect handouts 
from them whereas they are the 
closest to the people. 

We used to see local governments 
carrying out fundamental functions 
in those days. But, today most of the 
state governors have taken over their 
responsibilities. I am not happy with 
the way our local governments are 
being run. They have not been able 
to perform their responsibilities as 
expected, which hinders development 
at the grassroots level.

 
There was a time local governments 
were paying salaries of primary 
school teachers and some local 
government chairmen diverted the 
money, if they have full autonomy, 
will that not lead to more corruption 
at that level?
If we say because somebody is 
stealing then we should not do what 
would benefit others, then we are 
wasting our time. That some people 
are tampering with the salaries of 
teachers does not stop us from doing 
what is needful.

So, I would not agree with that 
assertion, whoever is found wanting 
should be made to face the music. 
Whoever siphons money or salaries 
of teachers should be taken to a law 
court. 

We have laws that deal with those 
things and there are government 
agencies that are empowered to 
take care of those who engage in 
financial malpractices. Some states 
governments too are not better than 
some of these local governments. 

You cannot divorce corruption 
from state governments too, we have 
seen governors that have left office 
and are being hounded today by 
the Economic and Financial Crimes 
Commission (EFCC). We are not 

saying that people would not steal, 
but it is for us as a people to allow 
institutions to work so that they can 
deal with those who pilfer money. 

We cannot say that because some 
local government chairmen tamper 
with teachers’ money, then we will not 
do what we need to do, no, I would 
not support that. I will support local 
government autonomy anytime, any 
day because that is the closest tier 
of government to the people at the 
grassroots and the only tier that can 
take development to the grassroots.

 
Are you satisfied with the roles of 
the local governments in Nigeria 
because they are given better roles 
in some parts of the world?
I am always of the opinion that 
the constitution is very clear about 
the roles of all the agencies of the 
government. It is not about law 
or the constitution; it is about the 
implementation of our laws. 

The environmental department 
of the local governments should 
be strengthened. Also, there are 
some resources that are accruable 
to the local governments that 
have been taken over by the state 
governments including and not 
limited to tenement rates. The local 
governments should be made to 
collect money from those who built 
houses in their domain. The issue 
of hygiene should also be strongly 
worked upon.  

that the people can feel their impact. 
I want to commend Lagos State for 
taken the bull by the horn on most of 
these things, but that does not mean 
they have got it right. 

Even the governor of the state, 
Babajide Sanwo-Olu said this week 
that the state was joined in error in 
the law suit on local government 
autonomy initiated by the Attorney 
General of the Federation, but we 
need to go to the books and let us 
separate the functions of the states 
from those of the local governments 
to avoid duplication of efforts.

 
But how do we reconcile the issue 
of Local Council Development 
Areas (LCDAs), for instance, Lagos 
State has 20 local governments 
and 37 LCDAs, how would they 
share the money if they get their 
money directly from the federal 
government?
It is also an opportunity for those 
from Lagos State at the National 
Assembly to ensure that the LCDAs 
are listed as full local governments 
in the constitution. The processes of 
creating the local governments were 
completed in Lagos State except the 
enlistment into the constitution. 

So, the representatives and senators 
from Lagos State and the South West 
should ensure that these LCDAs are 
enlisted as local governments in the 
Nigerian constitution. If Kano has 44 
local governments and the state was 
created the same time with Lagos that 
has 20, then we need to look at this.

Unfortunately, Lagos is the most 
populated state in Nigeria. Initially, 
they were saying they were not listed 
because the People’s Democratic 
Party (PDP) was in power then, now 
the All Progressives Congress (APC) 
has been in power for nine years; so, 
the governor should call the senators 
and the members of the Federal 
House of Representatives to fight this 
out now. But if we could not solve this 
at the National Assembly now, they 
could be turned to area offices.

 
What happens to the elected officials 
such as the chairmen and councilors 
if they become area offices?
The local government election in 
Lagos State is coming up next year, 
so they can be area officers because 
the constitution does not recognise 
them as at now, I mean the LCDA 
chairmen and councilors. 

But they are there today because 
of the arrangements in Lagos State. 
But we have experts in law and 
jurisprudence, who will tell us how 
to do it, but we cannot close down 
the LCDAs.

 
Let’s talk about elections at the 
local government level, would 

you support that the Independent 
National Electoral Commission 
(INEC) should take over the 
elections into the councils because 
of the things that are happening 
with local government elections 
across the states of the federation?
I think the President, who is the 
Commander-In-Chief, would have 
thought about it, but I want to align 
with the thought that the INEC 
should conduct elections at the local 
government level because that is 
the only body that has the final say 
on electoral matters. But the States 
Independent Electoral Commissions 
were created for administrative 
conveniences. Let us allow the agency 
saddled with election responsibilities 
to do their job so that all these local 
governments that are not working 
would work. At the state level, the 
governors control those at the state 
electoral commissions. If INEC 
conducts the elections, you would 
see them performing because when 
you look at what happened at the 
National Assembly, we have people 
from different political parties there. 

So, we can also have a uniform 
base for the councils to hold 
elections so that nobody would 
manipulate the process. I believe that 
we should have one body to conduct 
the elections.

 
What is your view about the 
performances of local government 
chairmen in Lagos State and their 
performances?
Many of them are not performing 
and those who are performing 
should be encouraged to do more. 
But when you look at the Chairman 
of Oshodi Local Government, 
Kehinde Oloyede Almaroof, he has 
performed well. In the first 100 days, 
he had constructed or rehabilitated 
over 25 roads.

It is unprecedented and he has 
not gone to sleep since then. That is 
where I do my business, so I know 
what I am talking about, there is no 
day you go to Oshodi that you would 
not see his impact. The Chairman of 
Orile Agege LCDA too, Babatunde 
Johnson is doing well, but Kehinde 
Oloyede is a fantastic man and today, 
I have gone round Oshodi and I can 
tell you that people are scared to 
contest against him. 

I grew up in Shogunle and about 
three road projects are ongoing there. 
On health, he wants to facilitate a 
general hospital to Oshodi. He has 
provided about 25 boreholes for the 
people and he is taking care of the 
elderly. There are others that are also 
performing. We want to call on the 
Governor not to represent those who 
did not perform in the next local 
government election.

The local 
government 

election in Lagos 
State is coming 
up next year, so 
they can be area 

officers because the 
constitution does 

not recognise them 
as at now, I mean 

the LCDA chairmen 
and councilors

I could remember when we were 
growing up, when we had sanitary 
inspectors, “wole wole,” let us bring 
them back. Most of the councils 
don’t even understand their roles 
because of the ways they emerge, and 
the understanding between them 
and their governors who handpicked 
them. So, we need to go back to the 
books and look at their roles. 

We must look at what the state 
governments should do and what the 
local governments should do. How 
many local governments rehabilitate 
roads, just few. As the closest to the 
people, they should be allowed to 
carry out certain responsibilities so 
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Leadership development: Lessons for Nigeria from 
Singapore’s rigorous selection process

Nigeria could 
benefit from 
adopting a 
more strin-
gent leader-

ship selection process, akin 
to Singapore’s, according to 
Christopher Kolade, former 
Nigerian High Commission-
er to the United Kingdom.

In an exclusive interview 
with BusinessDay, Kolade 
emphasised the importance 
of thorough vetting and 
preparation for leadership 
roles.

“Nigeria is brimming 
with rich human and ma-
terial resources, waiting to 
be harnessed by purposeful, 
creative, and innovative lead-
ership,” Kolade said.

“Leadership that aligns 
with cultural values and 
follows a bottom-up ap-
proach is crucial for un-
locking Nigeria’s develop-
mental potential.” Nigeria 
however, faces significant 
challenges due to leader-
ship failures, corruption, 
and poor governance. A 
report by African Journals 

DAVID IJASEUN

Online highlights these 
issues, underscoring the 
need for a transformative 
approach to leadership.

Kolade pointed to Singa-
pore’s leadership selection 
process as a model to em-

ulate. “In Singapore, they 
spend four years evaluating 
an individual for leadership,” 
he noted. “The character and 
temperament of a leader are 
key to performance. If a lead-
er lacks the right qualities 

and understanding of people, 
their leadership can fail.”

He stressed the critical 
importance of selecting the 
right leaders through rig-
orous testing. “To choose 
a leader, assessing their 

Akwa Ibom's Lagos gamble: A misplaced priority?

Governor Umo 
Eno's decision to 
embark on the 
construction of an 

18-storey building in Lagos 
has sparked intense debate.
In a recent statement by 
Ekerete Udoh, the gover-
nor's spokesperson, the La-
gos building, dubbed "Ibom 
Towers," is expected to gen-
erate substantial income 
for the state. The tower will 
house residential and com-
mercial spaces, targeting 
high-income earners.

In addition to the Lagos 
project, the governor has also 
announced plans to build 
a three-star hotel in Abuja. 
These initiatives, according 
to the state government, are 
aimed at capitalising on the 
lucrative real estate markets 
in both cities.

Udoh emphasised that 
the projects are part of an 
audacious plan to transform 
state-owned moribund as-
sets into profitable ventures.

“We will undertake the 
construction of Ibom Tow-
ers, an 18-storey commercial 
property on Aboyade Cole, 
Victoria Island, Lagos. This 
will serve as an income-earn-

er for the state, in the nation’s 
commercial capital. We will 
also build a medium-den-
sity housing estate in Ewet 
Housing and sell the homes 
to high-income earners. A 
three-star hotel will also be 
built in Abuja, where our 
current liaison office is locat-
ed,” Udoh quoted the gover-
nor as saying in his first-an-
niversary speech.

While the state govern-
ment justifies the project 
as a strategic move to boost 
Internally Generated Reve-

nue (IGR), a closer look at 
the state's financial health 
raises serious questions 
about the wisdom of this 
investment.

Akwa Ibom, like many 
Nigerian states, is heavily re-
liant on federal allocations, 
particularly from oil reve-
nue. According to data from 
the Nigeria Bureau of Statis-
tics (NBS), the oil-rich state 
got N380.1 billion from the 
federal account in 2023, be-
hind Delta’s N483.57 billion 
and Rivers’ N426.84 billion.

TAOFEEK OYEDOKUN

Christopher Kolade

past actions and behav-
iour is vital. What has this 
person done before? How 
have they performed? This 
evidence is crucial in de-
termining their readiness 
for higher responsibilities,” 

Kolade explained.
Kolade also highlighted 

the contrast between busi-
ness and national leadership 
training. “In business, we in-
vest in training and prepar-
ing senior managers. But for 
national leadership, we often 
neglect this. Singapore’s ap-
proach ensures that leaders 
have proven themselves at 
various levels before taking 
on new roles,” he said.

Kolade, a Fellow of the 
Institute of Directors, dis-
cussed the broader issue of 
leadership failure across Af-
rica. “Leadership failure is 
inevitable if the conditions 
for good performance are not 
established. Leadership is a 
responsibility, not just a title 
or status. It requires learning 
and humility. Leaders must 
acknowledge the need to 
learn, sometimes even from 
those junior to them,” he re-
marked.

Kolade’s insights call for 
a reassessment of how lead-
ers are chosen and prepared 
in Nigeria, advocating for a 
system prioritising proven 
competence and continuous 
development.

While there is a com-
mendable push to diversify 
revenue sources, the state’s 
investment arm, Akwa Ibom 
Investment Corporation 
(AKICORP), has a checkered 
financial history. Despite 
managing the state's invest-
ments, AKICORP reported 
losses in 2021 and 2022, with 
a meagre income of N110 
million in the latter year.

A broader analysis of the 
state's revenue profile reveals 
a troubling picture. While 
total investment income for 

2022 was recorded at N308 
million, this pales in com-
parison to the N28 billion 
generated from taxes.

Moreover, a staggering 
76.7percent of this tax rev-
enue comes from Pay-As-
You-Earn (PAYE), primarily 
from the oil and gas sector.

Given these figures, the 
question arises: Is investing 
in a high-rise building in La-
gos the most effective way to 
boost IGR in Akwa Ibom?

Critics have argued that 
the state’s economic foun-
dation is fragile, and a sig-
nificant portion of its tax 
revenue is derived from a 
relatively small pool of for-
mal sector employees. They 
emphasised that diversifying 
the economy and expanding 
the tax base should be the 
primary focus.

“PAYE is the largest driv-
er of IGR receipts, and the 
government should look to 
improve PAYE receipts by 
attracting more formal jobs 
to the state,” Ikpeme Neto, a 
medical doctor and an en-
trepreneur from the oil-rich 
state, told BusinessDay.

“Taking precious state 
funds to invest in the Lagos 
real estate market with un-
certain returns will not create 
the multiplier effect in Akwa 

Ibom that helping to create 
local jobs would,” he added.

Neto, who runs a global 
venture capital backed health 
technology business with 
an office in the state, urged 
the Akwa Ibom government 
to increase investment in 
agriculture in order to pro-
vide job opportunities. He 
noted that “cassava, cocoa, 
and oil palm are our natural 
strengths.”

To increase the state's 
IGR, the entrepreneur also 
urged the government to 
help small businesses thrive, 
attract high-value work and 
workers to the state, and in-
vest in knowledge, research, 
and development.

On the state's moribund 
properties in Lagos and 
other locations, Neto urged 
partnership with the private 
sector.

“I think the state should 
look to partner developers 
who can finance a business 
case while the state takes an 
equity position with minimal 
cash injection.

“Akwa Ibom's current 
problem is not more money; 
it has had budget surpluses 
for the last 2 years at least. 
The state's problem is find-
ing ways to invest within the 
state to create jobs,” he said.Umo Eno
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Microfinance and 
f i n t e c h  f i r m 
Moniepoint MFB 
has  ident i f ied 
four areas where 

it suggests that SMEs should improve 
to scale their businesses and remain 
stable in these difficult times. It is 
willing to lead the charge.

Moniepoint enrolled two million 
businesses in five years (2019-2024) 
through intensive research and 
continuous interrogation of the data 
it gathered. Tosin Eniolorunda, CEO 
of Moniepoint MFB, said, “To us, 
the informal economy represents 
an opportunity to make the kind 
of impact that people can feel daily 
regardless of their income level or 
social status.”

E n i o l o r u n d a  a d d e d ,  “ B y 
quantifying the informal economy's 
impacts and nuances, we can better 
shape policies and programs to 
empower and uplift the entrepreneurs 
driving it forward. Their success 
is inextricably linked to Nigeria's 
continued growth and development.”

What are the key learnings and 
Moniepoint’s route to success for 
itself and small-scale businesses?

1.	 Local presence. Moniepoint 
has grown by being available where 
its customers do their business. It 
has provided them access to banking 
systems, enabling them to enter 
the national financial system and 
database. Many SMEs, thus enrolled, 
can now seek and access credit.

2. Easier access to banking 
services that allowed SMEs to 
transition to more formalised 
systems.

The rep or t  obs er ved  t hat 
“Banking systems provide leverage 
for many formalised businesses, 
f rom p ay ment  co l l e c t ion  to 
the ability to perform business 
transactions at a larger scale. Many 
of the businesses in the informal 
economy previously were locked 
out of these banking systems, so 
they have been unable to benefit 
from the advantages that come 
with being included. Without a 
bank account, for example, they are 
limited to transactions with only 
people they can physically interact 
with. This lack of access to banking 
also impacts them in other ways. 
Many programs and initiatives from 
development institutions, including 
the Nigerian government, exist to 
support businesses of all sizes in 
the country. However, with most 
of the businesses in the informal 
economy invisible, access to them 
remains constrained. They also 
need the requisite documentation 
to apply for these grants. This 
means that although opportunities 
exist, they often cannot access them 

made it easier for businesses to 
obtain the necessary documentation 
to become formal. Our ongoing 
partnership with the Corporate 
Affairs Commission (CAC) allows 
business owners to register their 
business names with the CAC 
directly on our platform. We’ve 
also collaborated with the Federal 
Inland Revenue Service (FIRS) to 
enable these businesses to quickly 
obtain their Tax Identification 
Number. Collaborations like this 
will formalise about 30 million 
businesses in the next five years.”

The counsel comes through 
Moni ep oint’s  The  Informal 
Economy Report 2024. Highlights 
of the report include the following:

• N9b (Nine Billion Naira) is 
available to SMEs as single-digit 
interest loans. 

• SMEs contribute about 37 per 
cent of GDP in emerging markets.

• Experts use various terms for 
the economy of SMEs, including 
“underground,” cash-in-hand, and 
shadow economy.

“By transaction value in Naira, 
Retail and general Trade, alongside 
Food and drinks, accounted for over 
half of Nigeria’s informal economy 
at 53.6%”. The constituents are 
neighbourhood shops, restaurants, 
supermarkets, and those that sell 
daily necessities. 

Characteristics of Nigerian 
SMES as identified by Moniepoint 
include:

1. Average monthly income of less 
than N250000.

2. Owners are predominantly 
aged 25-34 years.

3. Unemployment is a primary 
trigger for stepping out.

4. Eighty-nine (89) per cent pay 
some form of taxes.

5. Retail and general trade 
predominate.

6. The lifespan of the businesses 
is usually under five years.

7. Seventy per cent of SMEs 
borrow money.

8. They spend their incomes on 
feeding and family expenses. 

9. Half of the business owners 
multitask.

10. Women own 37.1 per cent of 
SMEs, and men own 62.9 per cent.

11. Nigerian SMEs are located 
in the South-South 19.9%; North-
Central 16.8%; South-West 15.6%; 
South-East 13.2%; North-West 
12.8%; North-East 6.6%. 

Moniepoint MFB prepared the 
report with the Ministry of Industry, 
Trade, and Investments and the 
Small and Medium Enterprises 
Development Agency (SMEDAN). 

Charles Odili, SMEDAN’s CEO, 
affirmed that “small businesses are 
the engine of the Nigerian economy, 
and the informal sector serves as the 
piston that provides momentum.” He 

added, “The numbers support this 
reality, as reaffirmed by this report. 
Most of Nigeria's approximately 
40 million small businesses reside 
in the informal sector. They are all 
around us, from the unregistered 
beauty shop that began with a simple 
stool under a tree for customers to sit 
while the stylist worked her magic 
to the fruit store that grew from a 
wheelbarrow.”

Industry, Trade and Investment 
Minister Mrs Doris Uzoka-Anite 
itemised a long list of measures 
the Federal  Government has 
implemented to ensure better access 
to finance for MSMEs. They include 

• An N200 Billion Presidential 
Palliative Programme offers grants 
to nano businesses and low-interest 
loans to MSMEs. 

•  S t a t e  E n t e r p r i s e  a n d 
Empowerment Program (SEEP) 
provides affordable credit to micro-
enterprises. 

• Rural Area Programme on 
Investment for  Development 
(RAPID) supporting MSMEs in 
disadvantaged areas. 

• One Local Government One 
Product (OLOP) program offering 
grants and interest-free loans. 

• The "GROW NIGERIAN" 
initiative accelerates economic 
growth for key sector SMEs. 

Fund management 
Access to and management of 

finances is critical to small businesses. 
Seventy per cent of MSMEs 

said they had accessed credit. 
“According to the International 
Finance Corporation (IFC), 65 
million businesses, or 40%

The report notes that formal 
m i c r o,  s m a l l ,  a n d  m e d i u m 
enterprises (MSMEs) in developing 
countries have an unmet financing 
need of $5.2 trillion annually. “In the 
informal economy, where businesses 
often face bleak odds, access to credit 
remains crucial. 70.1% of these 
businesses say they have accessed 
some form of credit.”

But where can SMEs source 
credit? “When businesses in the 
informal economy do get access to 
loans, their primary sources are from 
friends and family (70.7%). Other 
sources are from loan platforms 
(15.1%) and traditional banks 
(12.2%).”

What about payments? The data 
shows a paradox. ‘While various 
digital payment collection methods 
exist for business owners in the 
informal economy, Moniepoint’s 
data shows that card payments are 
the most common way (80.2%) for 
these businesses to receive in-person 
payments.”

Enterprise Development Agency 
of Nigeria 

 Small and Medium Enterprise 
Development Agency of Nigeria 

 

more formalised counterparts. 
4.	 Access to credit. Through 

insights into the financial history of 
SMES, Moneipoint says it developed 
a credit assessment system built for 
them. It can thus provide credit that 
matches their needs and gives them 
a better chance at success. 

5.	 C o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h 
relevant government and private 
agencies.

Moniepoint states: “By partnering 
with government agencies, we’ve 

in ways that can help them grow 
meaningfully.”

3.  Formalisation. Building 
banking and payment services with 
these businesses in the focus has 
enabled us to provide them with 
tools that meet their specific needs. 
In line with existing regulations, 
providing banking services for these 
businesses can see many transitions 
to a more formalised system. This 
means increased access to systemic 
benefits typically available to their 

CHIDO NWAKANMA

... Processes 72 million cards monthly
… Will formalise 30m SMEs in five years



SIKIRAT SHEHU, Ilorin

We are in economic distress – business owners in Kwara cry outWe are in economic distress – business owners in Kwara cry out

 Sunday 28 July 2024 17www.businessday.ng •  www.facebook.com/businessdayng •  businessDayNG •  businessdayng Sunday 28 July 2024www.businessday.ng •  www.facebook.com/businessdayng •  businessDayNG •  businessdayng16

State of the Nation

Traders and busi-
ness owners in 
Ilorin, the capital 
of Kwara State, 
have voiced their 

distress over the persistent 
economic downturn that is 
adversely affecting their busi-
nesses.

 Speaking with Business-
daySunday, some operators of 
Small and Medium Enterprises 
(SMEs) highlighted the scarcity 
of funds and lack of patronage 
as the major challenges plagu-
ing their businesses.

 The surge in prices, they 
said, has made it challenging for 
them to cope with the prevail-
ing economic crunch.

 They also said that a signif-
icant number of operational 
shops are shutting down, while 
others are struggling to stay 
afloat in order to sustain them-
selves.

Nwoko Michael, whose busi-
ness is located on Ibrahim 
Taiwo Road in Ilorin, who 
sells various brushes and home 
cleaning materials, lamented 
the exorbitant market prices.

He expressed concerns about 
the high increase in the cost of 
brushes, saying, "the market is 
too costly. The brushes I bought 
last two months for N285,000 
are now N540,000. Can you 
imagine that; it is too high; in 
fact, we cannot cope with the 
way things are going. 

"The current situation is 
seriously affecting my business 
even to sell becomes a problem. 
We are not meeting up with our 
targets and that is not helping 
us to grow. 

"We are in serious discom-
fort, and dying of hunger. Our 
children are suffering because 
we cannot eat three square 
meals. See the next shop to me, 
the provision store was closed 
about three weeks ago because 
of financial constraints."

 Adisa Mohammed, an Oka-
da rider, equally shared his 
perspective by highlighting the 
escalating fuel prices, making 
it difficult for him to afford fuel 
for his motorcycle.

The surge in fuel prices has 
led to reduced patronage, forc-

ing him to operate on a smaller 
scale to avoid losses.

"We only thank God for life 
but the situation is not friendly. 
Ordinarily, N3000 fuel will full 
my tank but now it is N10,000. 
I cannot afford it because of low 
patronage; so, I decided to be 
buying small quantity of fuel so 
as not to run into loss.

"A liter of petrol that I bought 
this morning was N800," he 
said.

For Rebeka Olatunji, a provi-
sion seller with a cafe, lament-
ed the severe impact of the 
economic situation on her 
business. 

She emphasized the urgent 
need for government’s interven-
tion to address the economic 
challenges faced by businesses.

"Things have never been as 
tough for me as the way they 
are now. If not because of God 
that is sustaining me, it is not 
easy at all. No sales, no money, 
and no food. 

 "I am carrying a month-old 
hair style done by my grand-
child. If other women are like 

"If the government can improve in 
diversifying the economy through other 
means, provide free entrepreneurship 
training to the teeming youths, our 
economy will grow and the issues of 
crime and insecurity will be reduced," 
he said.

 Taiye Olanrewaju, who deals in 
chemicals, oils, containers, and oper-

ates a PoS business, expressed 
his worries about the changing 
business landscape due to the 
economic crisis. 

 He noted the significant 
increase in the cost of goods, 
making it challenging for busi-
nesses to operate profitably.

"What we used to buy and 
sell is no longer business as 
usual. For instance, what we 
used to buy for N50,000 before 
is now between N90,000 and 
N100, 000.

"Also, market is very dry as 
there is no money in circula-
tion. May God have mercy on 
us in Nigeria. We need to be 
wise and be prayerful because 
we don't know where we are 
heading to," Olanrewaju said. 

 Aminat Ibrahim, a dealer 
in clothing items, shared her 
struggles with the deteriorating 
economic conditions, which 
have led to decreased sales and 
profitability. 

She said: "I am just coming 
to shop not to stay at home and 
develop depression. For about 
two weeks, I didn't open even 
yesterday; I didn't sell anything 
and today I have not seen a 
buyer."

 The economy has been 
bastardised. Now, if we buy a 
product at a particular price 
and sold it; by the time we 
go back to replace it the price 
would have increased; so, one 
must add more money or buy 
less than what one intended 
to purchase. Honestly, the sit-
uation we found ourselves is 
not friendly, you can see how 
scanty my shop is."

In the same vein, Afusat Ra-
mon, soft drinks seller at Surul-
ere area Ilorin, highlighted the 
drastic decline in sales and 
patronage, leading to financial 
strains on her business. 

She narrated the challenges 
of unsold stock and dimin-
ishing profits, even as she 
illustrated the widespread im-
pact of the economic crisis on 
businesses in the region.

"The table water you are 
seeing in my shop has been 
there since March this year. I 
can't even buy more because 
people don't care for it. I had 
to dash out my bottle dinks 
during Sallah celebration for 

me; will hair dressers get pa-
tronage let alone make money 
to eat? This economic situ-
ation in Nigeria is killing so 
many people; several people 
are suffering and dying. So, 
government should see to this 
condition and act fast.

"If petrol price comes down, 
prices of food and goods will 
also come down. 10kg of Semo-
vita is about N15,000 plus, 
5kg is N9000 and even a milk 
can of Semo is sold for N220. 
You can imagine how much it 
will cost a family of four to eat 
semovita. All stakeholders, in-
cluding the non-governmental 
organisations (NGOs) should 
help the masses, may God bless 
Nigeria."  

Similarly, Ayo Ismail, an at-
tendant at Zeemah stores, Tan-
ke Ilorin, acknowledged that 
the situation is not favourable. 

He urged all Nigerians to as-
sist one another no matter how 
little so as to prevent people 
from losing their lives. 

"The serious problem for 
us as business owners that 

sell people's daily needs is the 
issue of capital. We need to 
look for more money to pur-
chase goods and remain in the 
business. What we used to buy 
before at 100,000 is now about 
N300,000.

"Based on the kind of prod-
ucts we transact in, we know 

that as long as you have goods, you 
will make your money and that forc-
es us to increase our capacity base.

"For instance, our investment 
of N30,000,000 for instance is now 
about N9.5 million capital base. Al-
though, there is reduction in profit 
because of shabby economy but we 
just have to remain in the business.

it not to expire. The problem 
is everywhere; the man who 
owned the depot I used to buy 
in bulk has closed his shop. 

"Before now, I used to re-
alise up to N40,000 or N30, 
000 in a day, but now, things 
have changed. At times, I may 
realise N2,000 and other days, 
there won't be market to the 
extent that I would borrow 
money for my transportation 
back home; you can imagine 
how terrible the situation has 
become," Afusat said.

 Shafau Muhammed, a food 
vendor at Orisankoko/Olo-
ru quarters, Popo Igbonna, 
Ilorin, recounted how the cur-
rent harsh economic situation 
is impacting on food making, 
recounting

how the depressed econom-
ic environment collapsed her 
food business.

She said: "The journey of 
about 20 years of food busi-
ness that I had been doing 
abruptly came to an end two 
months ago, owing to skyrock-
eting prices of food items and 
essential commodities in the 
market.

"Now, I am indebted to 
yam and rice dealers to the 
tune of 450,000. The huge 
debt, as well as the continued 
rising prices of food materials, 
made me to halt the business 
completely.

"I can no longer cope with 
the harsh economic situation, 
as the investment now lacks 
profit. Six women working for 
me were disengaged."

Bulky Adekunle, who runs 
a patent medicine store, said 
that despite the increasing 
health challenges in society 
occasioned by the harsh econ-
omy, people are not patronis-
ing pharmaceutical shops.

She explained that she has 
been forced to closed down 
her shop located at Oja Gboro, 
Ilorin.

"You can imagine ordinary 
paracetamol; people are no 
longer buying; it is not mov-
ing. It is very difficult for me 
now. Apart from not making 
progress in the business; I will 
still pay shop rent. So, it is 
better for me to hold on till the 
situation improves."      

integration of environmental, social, 
and governance (ESG) considerations 
into its investment decisions, with 
a significant portion of its funds 
earmarked for climate action projects. 
Demonstrating its commitment to 
sustainability, the ISIF has invested 
in various renewable energy projects, 
such as wind farms, and in sustainable 
infrastructure, including energy-
efficient buildings and advanced 
public transport systems. Moreover, 
ISIF actively supports the Irish 
government's Climate Action Plan 
through targeted investments aimed 
at reducing carbon emissions and 
fostering sustainable development 
across the nation.

 
Three. France's Caisse des Dépôts 
et Consignations (CDC)
Caisse des Dépôts et Consignations 
(CDC) is a public-sector financial 
institution that manages savings 
and invests in long-term projects 
i n  Fr a nc e .  CD C ha s  a  c le a r 
mandate to support sustainable 
development and has a l located 
significant resources to a variety 
of green investments, including 
renewable energy, energy efficiency, 
and sustainable urban development. 
In 2018, CDC expanded its efforts by 
launching La Banque des Territoires, 
an initiative specifically designed 
to support regional development 
w i t h  a  s t r o n g  e m p h a s i s  o n 
sustainable infrastructure and green 
investments. Further reinforcing 
its commitment to environmental 
sustainability, CDC has also been 
active in the green bond market, 
issuing bonds to finance various 
climate and environmental projects.

 
Four. Sweden’s AP Funds (Public 
Pension Funds)
Sweden's public pension funds—AP1 
through AP4—collectively manage 
the country's pension assets with 
a strong focus on sustainability. 
These Swedish AP funds have 
integrated environmental, social, 
and governance (ESG) criteria into 
their investment decisions to promote 
sustainable growth and responsible 
investing. A significant portion of 
their portfolios is dedicated to green 
bonds, which support projects related 
to renewable energy, clean water, and 
sustainable infrastructure. Moreover, 
the funds demonstrate a commitment 
to transparency in climate reporting, 
having adopted the Task Force on 
Climate-related Financial Disclosures 
(TCFD) recom mendat ions to 
ensure comprehensive disclosure of 
climate-related financial risks and 
opportunities.

 
Five. Singapore's Temasek Holdings
Temasek Holdings, a state-owned 
investment company based in 
Singapore, manages a diverse global 
portfolio that spans sectors such 
as telecommunications, media, 
technology, f inancia l services, 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  i n du s t r i a l s , 
consumer, real estate, life sciences, 
and agribusiness. As part of its 
commitment to sustainabi l ity, 
T e m a s e k  h a s  e m b e d d e d 
environmental considerations into 
its portfolio management, seeking 

investments that yield both financial 
returns and positive environmental 
impact. In 2020, Temasek announced 
a bold commitment to halve the 
carbon emissions of its portfolio by 
2030, underscoring its strategy to 
tackle climate change and promote 
susta inable development .  This 
ambitious plan involves substantial 
investments in green technologies, 
renewable energ y projects , and 
sustainable agriculture. Furthermore, 
Temasek actively supports venture 
capital funds and startups pioneering 
innovative climate solutions, including 
electric mobility, carbon capture 
technologies, and smart grid systems. 
Through these initiatives, Temasek not 
only bolsters its own sustainability 
e f for t s  but  a l s o  s ig n i f ic a nt ly 
contributes to the global transition 
towards a low-carbon economy.

 Essentially, there are lessons for 
the Global South nations centres 
around a robust sustainability and 
green investment strategy. This should 
encompass several key elements: Policy 
Framework - Establish clear policies 
and ethical guidelines that underscore 
a commitment to sustainabi l ity 
and green investment; Diversified 
Portfolios - Develop and maintain a 
diversified portfolio of green projects, 
including those focused on renewable 
energy, sustainable infrastructure, 
and innovative technology solutions; 
Transparency - Ensure transparency 
and accountabi l ity through the 
application of rigorous ESG criteria 
and regular, detai led reporting; 
P ubl ic-P r iv ate  Pa r t nersh ips  - 
Leverage public-private partnerships 
to mobilize additional capital and 
expertise, thereby amplifying the 
impact of green investments; Climate 
Goals - Align all investments with 
both national and international climate 
goals to support a coherent and unified 
approach to combating climate change. 
These elements collectively form a 
comprehensive approach to fostering 
sustainable development and meeting 
evolving global climate challenges.

 By studying these examples, Global 
South nations can glean valuable 
insights and strategies for leveraging 
their own sovereign wealth funds 
and investment strategies to achieve 
sustainable economic growth.

 In conclusion, the integration of 
National Wealth Funds into green 
investment strategies offers a significant 
opportunity for Global South nations to 
pursue sustainable economic growth 
amid the pressing challenges of climate 
change and environmental degradation. 
Insights from Global North nations 
like Norway, Ireland, France, Sweden, 
and Singapore demonstrate that 
robust policy frameworks, ethical 
investment guidelines, and diversified 
green portfolios can successfully drive 
sustainable development. As these 
countries have shown, transparency, 
accountability, and alignment with 
climate goals are critical components for 
ensuring the success of green investment 
init iat ives. By adopting similar 
strategies and leveraging public-private 
partnerships, Global South nations 
can tap into their NWFs to finance 
projects that yield both economic and 
environmental benefits. This approach 
holds the promise of fostering resilient 
and sustainable economies that are 
equipped to meet the challenges of the 
21st Century.

Harnessing National 
Wealth Funds for green 
investment...
Continued from page 32
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Insecurity: Nigerian Army engages 
stakeholders to tackle criminality in Plateau 
NATHANIEL GBAORON, Jos 

The Headquarters 3 
Division Nigerian 
Army and Opera-
tion SAFE HAV-
EN (OPSH) Friday 

held a stakeholders' meeting 
with community leaders from 
Fann District, Barkin Ladi Lo-
cal Government Area, Plateau 
State.

The meeting aimed to ad-
dress the spate of criminalities, 
including arms proliferation 
and cattle rustling, in the area.

Abdusalami Abubakar, a 
Major General, Command-
er, Operation SAFE HAVEN/
General Officer Commanding 
3 Division, expressed displea-
sure over the continuous acts 
of violence and criminalities in 
Fann District, despite efforts to 
checkmate the trend.

He emphasised that the 
criminals perpetrating the vi-
olence and criminalities hiber-
nate within the communities 
and are well-known to commu-
nity members.

The Commander implored 
all to learn to forgive one an-
other and avoid rancour, advis-
ing them to always seek peace-
ful resolution to crises.

The GOC further said " 
there is the negative impact 
of criminal activities on the 
stability and security of the 
district. These criminals were 
perpetrating these acts for their 
personal interest and not for 

the interest of the community. 
The criminals attempt to give 
ethno- religious colorations to 
security situation in the area to 
incite people to create a favour-
able condition for their selfish 
agenda to thrive".

Kogi school children escape death 
as heavy containers fall on cars

It was all celebration and 
thanks to God in Lokoja 
recently, as eight pupils 
who were coming back 

from the graduation ceremony 
in one of the private schools in 
part of the city escaped death.

A fully-loaded container 
fell on two vehicles conveying 
the pupils.

Eye witness account had it 
that the truck had a brake fail-
ure and was rolling backwards 
but luck smiled on the children 
when another car Corolla with 
registration number Kogi LMA 
190 AA parked in front of Ada-
ma Shop blocked the reversing 
truck from climbing the car oc-
cupied by the children, and the 
container fell on both cars.

It was gathered that all the 
eight children were successful-
ly rescued out of the car with-
out injury.

The school children were 
returning from their school 
graduation ceremony and 
were travelling in a Mitsubishi 
Car with registration number 
Abuja RSH 242 FH and made a 
stopover for some shopping by 
their minders, while the chil-
dren were in the car.

Following the accident, the 
Kogi State government has 
said that it would prosecute the 
driver of the truck for failing 
to latch the container onto the 
truck.

VICTORIA NNAKAIKE The Secretary to the Kogi 
State government, Folashde 
Arike Ayoade dropped the hint 
when she visited the scene of 
the accident alongside other 
government officials, including 
Kingsley Fanwo, the Informa-
tion commissioner, and Jerry 
Omadara, the State Security 
adviser. “The driver will be 
made to account for his actions 
for failing to do the right thing,” 
Ayoade said.

The SGS, who was full of 
praise to God and the people 
who helped to rescue the chil-
dren, said that the driver of the 
truck would be prosecuted for 

violating the law on latching 
the container onto the truck to 
prevent it from falling.

“I want to thank God most 
sincerely for sparing the lives of 
the children, these are children 
coming from their graduation 
ceremony and looking forward 
to starting their long holiday.

“I also want to, on behalf 
of the state government, thank 
everyone who was involved in 
the rescue operation; it shows 
that Kogites are kind people, 
and the state government really 
appreciate everyone for this,” 
she said. The state Security Ad-
viser, Jerry Omadara echoed 

I implore all to learn to 
forgive one another of real or 
perceived grievances, avoid 
rancour and also advise your 
wards to always seek peaceful 
resolution to crisis and follow 
established procedure to ad-

dress your grievances".
Gwom Rwei of Gwol and 

the Gwom Rwei of Fan tradi-
tional leaders acknowledged 
that the communities have not 
done enough to guide their 
children with good morals and 

youths to support the efforts of 
troops and other security agen-
cies. The meeting was a signif-
icant step towards addressing 
the security concerns in Fann 
District and promoting lasting 
peace in the area.

Hardship: COCIN Church warns 
members to shun planned protest 
to avert bloodshed 

The Church of Christ in Na-
tions (COCIN) has warned 
its members to shun joining 
the forthcoming planned 

nationwide protest by youths.
The leadership of the COCIN 

argued that the protest would only 
worsen the current hardship affect-
ing Nigerians.

COCIN President, Rev. Amos 
Musa Mohzo and General Secre-
tary, Rev. Benjamin Pokol, made this 
known in a statement signed and is-
sued to newsmen in Bauchi State.

Mohzo, however, stressed that the 
current socio-economic challenges 
in the country is enough violence to 
struggle with.

The statement reads in part: 
"COCIN position concerning the 
planned protest is that no church 
member should participate in it, be-
cause of the multi-dimensional mo-
tives driving it. COCIN believes that 
God is dealing with the situation in 
his own way and we should be still 
and know that he is God,” (Psalm 

 AYUBA MAFFI, Bauchi 46:10).
Mohzo noted that the 

above position of the church is 
with the particular reference 
to "the Nigeria context where 
peaceful protest, usually leads 
to bloodshed, knowing that 
we had too much bloodshed 
in the land, should we assume 
that this one will be bloodless?

"As followers of Jesus 
Christ, we have been called 
not to just tread the path of 
peace, but to promote peace 
in the world (Mathew 5:9).

"Common sense usual-
ly tells us that when we are 
pushed to the wall and are an-
gry, decision-making ought to 
be carefully thought through 
in order not to worsen the 
situation. Anger in the hearts 
of Nigerians is justifiable be-
cause they have right to be 
cared for and treated better, 
but anger has to be construc-
tive to breed something better 
than death.

"COCIN is also conscious 
of the much bloodshed and 

Jos: PSJ throws weight behind nationwide protest
NATHANIEL GBAORON, Jos

The international Or-
ganisation for Peace 
Building and Social 
Justice (PSJ) has 

thrown its weight behind the 
planned nationwide protest 
scheduled to hold from Au-
gust 1 to 10. 

Ishaya Inuwa Durkwa, 
executive director, of the or-
ganisation said the protest is a 
justifiable response to the suf-
fering of Nigerians due to poor 
governance.

Durkwa emphasised that 
peaceful protest is a consti-
tutional right and a vital tool 
for strengthening governance 
and ensuring accountability. 
He urged the government to 
address the hardships faced by 
Nigerians instead of demonis-
ing the protesters.

"It is a democratic instru-
ment that underscores the 
will of the people and calls for 
responsive and responsible 
governance. In this context, 
the PSJ firmly advocate for a 
non-violent protest.

Let it be a peaceful demon-
stration of the people's col-

lective voice against poor 
governance and the resultant 
suffering. 

"We urge the government 
to stop demonising the pro-
testers and instead focus on 
alleviating the hardships that 

have driven the people to the 
streets," he noted.

The PSJ boss noted that 
protests have historically 
played a significant role in 
shaping societies for the bet-
ter. He called on the govern-

ment to protect the rights of 
citizens, including the right 
to protest, and on security 
agencies to ensure the safety 
of protesters.

Durkwa also warned 
against plans by certain indi-

viduals to hijack the protest 
and turn it violent. He de-
manded that those respon-
sible be apprehended and 
brought to justice.

The PSJ executive director 
urged protesters to remain 

vigilant and organised to prevent 
hoodlums from disrupting the 
peaceful nature of the protest. He 
emphasised that the purpose of the 
protest is to demand a better Nige-
ria for all citizens.

Durkwa criticised politicians, 
elites, and religious leaders for ma-
nipulating the people by exploiting 
religion, ethnicity, and regional 
sentiments. He called on them to 
address the needs of the masses 
genuinely and promptly.

The PSJ boss warned that the 
longer the systemic problems are 
delayed, the more perilous the sit-
uation becomes. He urged stake-
holders to act now to address griev-
ances and foster unity.

Durkwa concluded by praying 
for a peaceful protest that reflects 
the true spirit of democracy and 
the will of the Nigerian people. He 
called on Nigerians to stand to-
gether, united in their quest for a 
better Nigeria.

The planned protest has gener-
ated widespread interest and con-
cern, with many Nigerians eager to 
express their dissatisfaction with 
the government's performance. As 
the protest approaches, all eyes are 
on the government and security 
agencies to ensure a peaceful and 
successful event.

????

Participant raising some points

SGS’s position that the driv-
er would not go unpunished 
for not doing the right thing 
against the law of the state.

“We have warned repeated-
ly that every container should 
be latched onto the back of the 
truck carrying them, just like 
the SGS has said, he will be 
prosecuted,” he said.

The Sector Commander of 
the state Federal Road Safety 
Corp, Sunday Samuel Oyedeji 
attributed the accident to brake 
failure. He warned drivers to 
always do proper checking of 
their vehicles before hitting the 
road to prevent accidents.

A cross section of participants at the event

promised to fish out the perpetrators 
of criminalities. In a statement by Ali-
yu Danja, a Major and acting deputy 
director Army Public Relations, 3 Di-
vision Nigerian Army, said the stake-
holders' meeting concluded with a 
renewed commitment from all partic-

ipants to intensify efforts in combating 
the criminal elements responsible for 
perpetrating violence in the area.

Solomon Dalyop, a loyal and Presi-
dent of the Berom Youth Moulder As-
sociation, appreciated the efforts of the 
military and promised to work with 

…We will prosecute the truck driver, Kogi govt says

destruction of properties 
affecting its members in the 
recent past which has poten-
tial to choose protest, but 
as if this is not enough, the 
prevailing socio-economic 
hardship has exacerbated 
our suffering…”

According to the state-
ment, "As citizens of Nigeria, 
COCIN members are aware 
that peaceful protest is deeply 
enshrined in the Constitution 
of the Federal Republic of Ni-
geria, not just as a democratic 
right, but as a fundamental 
human right of every citizen 
which means it's constitution-
ally right for citizens to protest 
peacefully, voicing out their 
grievances when those in au-
thority fail in their God-given 
mandate. 

"As citizens and victims 
of this hardship, it's incum-
bent on the leadership of 
our church to make our po-
sition clear in order to guide 
our teaming numbers in ap-
proaching the protest."

Oyo First Lady distributes 50,000 free 
renewed hope exercise books to students

Taminominin Makinde, 
the Oyo State First Lady, 
has reaffirmed the state 
government’s commit-

ment to education as foundation 
for sustainable development and 
better tomorrow.

Makinde gave the assurance 
at the flag-off ceremony for the 
distribution of 50,000 free exer-
cise books to public secondary 
schools across the state.

The free exercise book is one 
of the intervention programmes 
from the office of the First Lady of 
the Federal Republic of Nigeria, 
in collaboration with the office of 
Oyo State First Lady.

The first lady, who was repre-
sented by Toyin Balogun, Com-
missioner for Women Affairs and 
Social Inclusion, explained that 
the intervention is done in the 
best interest of the state and stu-
dents with a view to assisting par-
ents to meet the writing materials 
requirements of their wards.

She admonished students to 
take their studies seriously by uti-
lizing the materials given to them 
judiciously.

"This programme was con-
ceptualized and brought into 

REMI FEYISIPO, Ibadan being by the first lady of the 
Federal Republic of Nigeria, to 
ensure that the quality of life 
lived by our people, especially 
the women and the children is 
improved considerably.

The programme comes in 
different segments. The agri-
cultural and educational ele-
ments are what we are reinstat-
ing today. About 15 schools are 
represented today and every-
one will go home with part of 
the book packs of the renewed 
hope initiative.

"This intervention today is 
a complement to the free edu-
cation policy of Governor Seyi 
Makinde and will relieve the 
burden on parents. "I advise 
you to go to higher institutions 
or places of vocational learn-
ing and become distinguished 
members of the society”.

 At the end of the next de-
cade or so, we will be excited 
for you seeing us on the street 
of Oyo State, Nigeria or out-
side the country and saying 
I faced my studies and bene-
fitted from the renewed hope 
initiative, I faced my studies, 
and today I am now a doctor, 
an engineer, a lawyer, a nurse 
and an internationally rec-
ognised fashion designer. This 

would be what will happen to 
you all in the mighty name of 
God," she said.

Salihu Adelabu, a professor 
and Commissioner of Educa-
tion, in his welcome address, 
acknowledged the outstanding 
records of the Oyo State gov-
ernor in the education sector. 
The commissioner, who spoke 
through Akanji Olayinka, di-
rector of Secondary Schools, 
hinted that the gesture would 
enhance the academic perfor-
mance of the state students.

In their goodwill messag-
es, Oyepeju Kazeem, princi-
pal, Iseyin District Grammar 
School, and Abokede Taiwo, 
principal, Fiditi Grammar 
School, lauded the govern-
ment at the federal and state 
levels for the gesture, adding 
that it will in turn assist par-
ents in no small measures in 
the area of provision of writ-
ing materials to the wards.

Also, speaking on behalf of 
the students, Olaosebikan Ra-
heemat, senior girl, Iseyin Dis-
trict, appreciated the first lady 
for the gesture, saying that to-
day's programme will serve as 
a morale booster to all of them 
and will help them to prepare 
for the next academic session.



Since President Bola Ahmed 
Tinubu assumed office last 
year, he has never hidden 
his resolve to tackle graft 
which is a cardinal priority 

of his campaign agenda.    
 Perhaps, such necessitated the 

renewed vigour seen in the an-
ti-graft agency, the Economic and 
Financial Crimes Commission 
(EFCC), under the leadership of 
Olanipekun Olukoyede.

 In recent months, the agen-
cy under the new chairman has 
brought in new vision and impetus 
into the battle against sleaze.

 In a country where corruption 
is always fighting back, the agency 
believes that determination is re-
quired in sustaining the crusade.

 Much is expected from the law-
yer, regulatory compliance consul-
tant and specialist in fraud man-
agement and corporate intelligence, 
who had served the commission 
as Chief of Staff to the Chairman 
(2016-2018) and Secretary to the 
Commission (2018-2023).

 Addressing officers of the La-
gos Zonal Command of the EFCC 
in November last year, Olukoyede, 
who took over from Abdulrasheed 
Bawa, spoke about his vision and 
target.

 He said: “There is need to re-
direct our focus towards what we 
were set up to do in Nigeria, which 
is to drive economic development. 
We will tilt our focus towards that 
area.

 “We will work to drive econom-
ic development, create wealth and 
employment.”

 Consequently, since charity be-
gins at home, he charged the offi-
cers and men to declare their assets. 
Leading by example, Olukoyede de-
clared his assets.

 In Nigeria, the fight against cor-
ruption is not new. It has been on 
for decades. How to curb theft and 
graft has been a major concern from 
the sixties. It was a major reason the 
first and second republics crumbled 
like cookies. But corruption has lin-
gered till today for obvious reasons.

 The cankerworm would not 
have survived, if previous govern-
ments had tackled it with all seri-
ousness and with appropriate strat-
egies. 

 The starting point under Olu-
koyede was the reform of the an-
ti-graft body to purge it of the pecu-
liar societal vices. The revelation by 
the chairman was mind-boggling. 
In lamentation, Olukoyede, who 
visited President Bola Tinubu in 
Aso Villa, Abuja recently, disclosed 
that EFCC investigators were prone 
to gratification and bribery, there-
by casting doubt on their capacity 
for thoroughness, probity and ef-
ficiency. It is ironic. But with that 
background knowledge, Olukoyede 
kicked off the battle from the agen-
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How Olukoyede-led EFCC is 
refocusing anti-graft battle

cy.
 The reasons are not far-fetched. 

A bribe taker is not less vicious and 
dubious than a giver because they 
are both enveloped by greed. It is a 
paradox, an anathema.

 If those saddled with the in-
vestigation of financial crimes are 
fraudulent, the process and the out-
come are laced with lies, prevarica-
tions, compromise, and hypocrisy.

 Olukoyede has not spared the 
rod to save dishonest investigators 
who have failed the test of integrity. 
He has intensified efforts to fish out 
the culprits and sent them packing, 
thereby preventing the few bad eggs 
from damaging the time-tested rep-
utation of the agency beyond pan-
el-beating.

 The result is that bribe-taking 
investigators are not permitted to 
act as willing tools for frustrating 

investigations.
 Also, the commission has as-

serted its independence. It is not 
strictly tied to the apron strings of 
the federal Attorney-General. Ni-
gerians, particularly opposition ele-
ments, do not perceive it as an outfit 
of oppression and witch-hunting in 
the hands of the power that be.

 In trying to maintain a clean 
break from the past, Olukoyede has 
rekindled public confidence.

Corruption is the bane of devel-
opment in Nigeria.

 It has taken its toll on the vari-
ous sectors; it permeates all strata of 
society and made Nigeria a laugh-
ing stock in the comity of nations. 
Ironically, the proceeds of corrup-
tion are lodged in bank accounts in 
the Western countries.

 According to observers, cor-
ruption manifests in various ways. 

From the culture of 10 per cent 
bribes in the sixties, successive 
governments have become big con-
tracts for grabs.

 Contracts are awarded to un-
deserving, shadow companies that 
cannot be traced in the past. Per-
petrators later graduated into out-
right embezzlement, money laun-
dering, a guarantee of salaries for 
ghost workers, and pension fraud. 
In high places, allegations of forex 
abuse, round-tripping and dubious 
acquisition of banks are still being 
investigated.

More damaging is the growing 
humanitarian fraud. It was claimed 
that the school feeding programme 
was more effective during holidays 
when pupils were in their parents’ 
homes.

 Also, reports of police corrup-
tion stare the public in the face. 

Some policemen openly ask for 
bribes on highways. They aid and 
abet crime, thereby sending their 
victims into agony.

 In some states, governance has 
become business as usual, a peculiar 
tea party. Former governors, minis-
ters, and top government function-
aries are answering charges in court 
many years after leaving office.

 They are in a vantage position 
to use looted funds to undermine 
investigation, prosecution, and the 
entire judicial process. Trials of sus-
pects last a decade and a re-trial is 
ordered. The prosecutor is fatigued. 
The case is abandoned. It pales into 
a waste of time, energy, and public 
resources.

 A Right Activist, Lanre Suraj 
said the key driver of corruption is 
greed. The corollary is kleptocracy, 
underscoring, the collapse of mo-
rality,   growing indiscipline and 
the motivation for sabotage and 
subversion by custodian of public 
resources. 

 Many are those accumulat-
ing money for their offspring who 
would most likely mismanage the 
stolen wealth in the future. Also, the 
children of the poor who bear the 
brunt of corruption are now taking 
their pounds of flesh as troublers of 
the same society.

 Their activities include armed 
robbery, banditry, kidnapping, and 
ritual murders. The corrupt gangs 
are not insulated from the threats to 
public order and peace.

 There is a correlation between 
corruption and underdevelopment, 
particularly in Africa. As funds are 
diverted, project implementation 
suffers. It is a huge cost to welfare. 

 The repercussions are also 
grave. After their reckless looting, 
the leaders later forfeit blissful re-
tirement and begin to attend courts, 
some of them at the twilight of life. 
Lack of contentment made them 
steal while in office.

 In their old age, they do not 
have peace of mind. Their wealth 
becomes vanity. Those who have 
passed on left behind a legacy their 
children cannot be proud of. 

 “Is a good name not better than 
wealth acquired in a dubious way 
at the expense of society?” asked 
Suraj.

 If looted funds are still being 
recovered from a deceased military 
Head of State to the tune of billions, 
almost 30 years after his demise, it 
is an indication of how soldiers of 
fortune have silently ruined Nige-
ria.

 A novel form of corruption be-
tween 2003 and 2011 was election 
rigging, including alteration of re-
sults and declaration of losers as 
winners. The sanctity of the ballot 
box was violated. The scenario was 
a prelude to legitimacy crises in 
some states in the Southwest, the 
old Midwest, and the Southeast.

 The impact of corruption on 
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the image of the country is also se-
rious. Foreign investors are wary of 
corrupt countries, which they per-
ceive as a threat to business. In their 
opinion, an atmosphere devoid of 
bribery, misappropriation, or em-
bezzlement contributes to the ease 
of doing business.

 Many years after the setting 
up of the EFCC and Independent 
Corrupt Practices and Other Relat-
ed Offences Commission (ICPC), 
corruption has continued to grow 
in leaps and bounds. Yet, observers 
have contended that the situation 
would have been worse without the 
anti-graft agencies.

 Beneficiaries of corruption are 
eager to jump at the opportunity 
provided by plea bargaining, which 
makes a thief who has stolen bil-
lions to redeem himself in court by 
paying pittance as fine, thereby es-
caping jail to continue to enjoy his 
loot in freedom.

 According to a report titled: 
‘Corruption in Nigeria: Patterns 
and Trends,’ by the Nigerian Bureau 
of Statistics (NBS), government of-
ficials received N721 billion bribe 
in 2023. The figure amounted to 
about 0.35 percent of the country’s 
Gross Domestic Product, GDP.

 The report which was based on 
a survey conducted with the Unit-
ed Nations Office on Drugs and 
Crime, stated that the average cash 
received by public office holders last 
year was N8, 284, an increase from 
an average of N5,754 in 2019.

 The report added: “According 
to the 2023 survey, the average 
cash bribe paid was 8,284 Nigerian 
Naira. “While the nominal aver-
age cash bribe size increased since 
2019 (from NGN 5,754), this does 
not account for inflation. The infla-
tion-adjusted average cash bribe in 
2023 was 29 per cent smaller than 
in 2019 in terms of what could be 
bought with the money.

 “Overall, it is estimated that 
a total of roughly N721 billion 
(US$1.26 billion) was paid in cash 
bribes to public officials in Nigeria 
in 2023, corresponding to 0.35 per 
cent of the entire Gross Domestic 
Product of Nigeria.”

 For Olukoyede, corruption is 
the next deadliest affliction tor-
menting humanity, apart from ter-
rorism.

 He lamented that most of the 
former governors being prosecuted 
today were those who could not pay 
minimum wage. To expose more 
corrupt officials, he urged Nigeri-
ans to embrace whistle-blowing, 
adding that it should be backed by 
consistent commitment. 

 The EFCC chairman elaborat-
ed on his anti-corruption crusade 
at the stakeholders’ meeting held 
at the Unity Fountain in Abuja to 
commemorate this year’s African 
Anti-Corruption Day.

 The highlight of the event was 
the ‘Road Walk’ by employees of the 
EFCC and other stakeholders in the 
anti-corruption corridor.

 Olukoyede led the walk from 

the Wuse two, Zonal Office of the 
commission, through the streets of 
Maitama, before terminating at the 
Unity Fountain.

 Speakers at the meeting also 
included, the representative of the 
Chief of Defence Staff, Air Vice 
Marshal Etim Markus; Nigeria Se-
curity and Civil Defence Corps 
(NSCDC)   Director-General, Con-
troller of Nigerian Correctional 
Service, and Director-General of 
the National Youth Service Corps 
(NYSC).

 Painting an awful picture of 
gloom, he said urgent and concert-
ed steps should be taken to kill cor-
ruption, adding: “Aside terrorism, 
corruption ranks as the next dead-
liest affliction of humanity in every 
region of the world.”

 To stem the tide, the EFCC 
chairman said the battle should be 
embraced by all Nigerians as a col-
lective responsibility. Olukoyede 
emphasised that the battle cannot 
be won through lip service, emo-
tional outburst or mere mob cam-
paigns.

 He stressed: “There is a need for 

commitment, passion, consistence 
and credibility of intelligence.  Ev-
ery whistle blown must point to-
wards truth and evidential proofs.”

 The chairman said in view of 
the danger and threat to existence 
which corruption represents, it is 
imperative that individuals, com-
munities and corporate bodies 
should join hands to tackle it fron-
tally. He emphasised that the fight 
against corruption required abso-
lute commitment to integrity and 
unfaltering focus.

 Olukoyede enjoined the Nige-
ria Labour Congress (NLC) and 
civil society organisations to be 
part of the anti-graft war, saying 
that most of the governors being 
prosecuted today were those who 
denied workers their reward for 
labour.

 Many stakeholders agreed that 
a successful battle against corrup-
tion can only be waged through 
joint efforts. NLC President Joe 
Ajearo said the union will fully 
support the EFCC in its fight.

 The Chairperson, Conference 
of Civil Society and Coordinator 
Civil Military Co-operation (CIM-
CO), Adams Otakwu, commended 
the agency for galvanising Nigeri-
ans to stand against the menace.

 He said: “It may interest us to 
know that upon all the threats to 
national security, inclusive of ter-
rorism, insurgency, proliferation 
of small arms and light weapons, 
the most insidious of them is cor-
ruption and that is why the fight 
against corruption must be tackled 
head on.”

 Apart from the challenges of 
the economy and security, many 
are of the view that President Bola 
Tinubu has to reinvigorate the an-
ti-graft war in the national interest.

 His administration has prom-
ised Nigerians many developmen-
tal and poverty-reducing pro-
grammes.

 To analysts, the recovered loot-
ed public funds can be deployed to 
the implementation people-orient-
ed programmes without recourse 

to borrowing.
 Also, security experts believe 

that instead of looking forward to 
the arrest of corrupt officials, insti-
tutional frameworks for prevent-
ing sleaze should be strengthened 
in the public service. Loopholes 
should be effectively plugged, 
those who have stolen should not 
be allowed to go scot-free to mock 
Nigeria and what has been taken 
illegally should be retrieved from 
them.

 Physical contact with cash 
should be discouraged in favour of 
automated processes and systems.

The step taken by the President 
in suspending his Humanitarian 
Affairs Minister, Beta Edu, over al-
legations of corruption is laudable. 
The anti-corruption battle should 
not be a respecter of persons, big 
or small.

 It would serve as a deterrent 
to others to be more careful and 
imbibe the right values. Minis-
ters, special advisers, other aides, 
and top civil servants are likely 
to adjust to the body language of 
the President, particularly his in-
clination towards tough measures 
against reckless financial activities. 

Speedy prosecution of suspects 
in special courts or tribunals, and 
adequate punitive measures, in-
cluding recovery of the looted 
funds, long jail terms, and a ban 
from politics, may be more effec-
tive.

But, media trial of suspects 
should be discouraged. The com-
mission should uphold the core 
values of the EFCC, which include 
integrity, courage and profession-
alism. There is a need to reduce 
corruption to the barest minimum 
because national survival and 
global reputation rest squarely on 
how far the country can go in the 
fight against graft.

 Between October 2023, when 
Olukoyede was confirmed, and 
January this year, EFCC has recov-
ered N70, 556,658,370.5.

 In a document titled: ‘Opera-
tions and Recoveries,’ the recovery 
is as follows: N60,969,047,634.25, 
$10,522,778.57, £150,002.10, 
€4,119.90; bringing it to N70.5 bil-
lion within the first 100 days.

 Within the same period, 3, 325 
petitions were received, and 2,657 
accepted; 747 persons were con-
victed for money laundering and 
internet fraud.

 Olukoyede said that there would 
be no hiding place for economic 
saboteurs. Remarkably, EFCC has 
tried to crack down on businesses 
and others transacting in dollars. 
The chairman had also taken his 
sensitisation and enlightenment 
programmes to schools, urging stu-
dents to shun cybercrimes. 

 A commentator, Ayodeji Seriki, 
believes Olukoyede will succeed, if 
he does not deviate from his vision 
and mission. 

 He said: “The three focal areas 
are: focus on the mandate of the 
EFCC, pursuit of transparency and 
accountability and building the im-
age of Nigeria.

 “To achieve these, he has dwelt 
on the need for collective responsi-
bility, greater emphasis on preven-
tive frameworks against graft and 
premium attention on transactional 
credits.”

The three focal 
areas are: 
focus on the 
mandate of the 
EFCC, pursuit of 
transparency and 
accountability 
and building the 
image of Nigeria
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Knowledge

Former president of the Niger 
Bar Association (NBA), Au-
gustine Alegeh, a senior ad-
vocate of Nigeria (SAN), has 
told those who preach that 

education was a waste or scam to be 
prepared to take responsibility of their 
opinion and decision.

The 1985 University of Benin Law 
graduate also disclosed why old stu-
dents of the Unity Secondary Schools 
seem to be at the forefront in the fight 
to rebuild Nigerian schools.

Alegeh spoke at an interview at the 
recently concluded 41st plenary of the 
Unity Schools Old Students Association 
(USOSA) where he reacted to growing 
notion by young people against educa-
tion.

The 1981 graduand of the Fed-
eral Government College, Warri, 
(FGC-Warri) advised young people to 
find the type of education that suited 
them instead of writing off the entire 
education process as a waste.

The keynote speaker however, 
warned that people would bear respon-
sibility for their opinions and decisions.

He said: “You know when we talk 
of education there are different sectors 
in education: formal and informal. You 
need to find what suits you, but formal 
education is not negotiable. Any youth 
believing that school is a waste of time 
is going to be responsible for his or her 
opinion or decision.”

He further said that sometimes, 
such a mindset would come back to 
haunt them.

“You need education in whatsoever 
you do, so you need to find what works 
for you and that is still education. For 
example, the native medical system 
or the herbal system. This is the same 
herbs that are the raw materials used to 
make the drugs that people take, but it’s 
just that our presentation of them with-
out dosage and without preservation 
makes them unhealthy.

“Even the children of native doctors 
or herbalists decided to study how to 
extract the vital ingredients from these 
herbs and present them in a better and 
formal way. Some study medicine, some 
study pharmacy or other professions 
within the medical line,” he said.

Highlighting the major points of the 
keynote, the Senior Advocate of Nigeria 
(SAN) said it was all about education and 
legacy and national unity. “The key part 
of the address is that without education 
we are nothing. Education is everything. 
It’s education that gives us the enabling 
mind to develop our country.

“It is education that gives the skills 
required to develop the country. Its 
education that gives us knowledge to 
make correct decisions to have unity. 
It’s education that allows us to under-
stand that we are better working to-
gether than working differently. So, ed-
ucation is important. That is the whole 
theme of our discussion that education 
is everything.”
Why old students are fighting

Justifying the seemingly tireless 
fight by USOSA for education, the for-
mer NBA boss those of them who had 
the opportunity of attending the Unity 
Schools system were privileged to at-
tend good schools. “We have the duty 
to give back to the system by fighting 
to restore the standard of education in 
Nigeria. The challenge is for us to ask 
ourselves as we are here today is to ask 
whether we are giving back enough? 

Why Unity Schools old students are fighting 
for overhaul of education system - Alegeh

Have we done enough to the system that 
had kept us where we are today?

“I think that is the essence of what 
we are doing today. I pray at the end of 
the day when we leave here, we have 
many more people interested in giving 
back personal contributions, putting 
their own quota to the development of 
education which enhances national de-
velopment.”

He rejected the notion of attitude 
or mentality of students of Unity 

Schools, saying Unity Schools were 
not spared of the problems in the edu-
cation system.

“The challenges that confront ed-
ucation in the land also confront all 
schools, either unity schools or not. 
They include overcrowding, insuf-
ficient funding. Most importantly, 
there is lack of access. At some times 
we would need to ask ourselves: what 
is the population of Nigeria; what is 
our land mass and how many unity 

schools do we really have for us to 
make a meaningful impact?”

Alegeh had asked the audience 
how many of them that had their 
children in Nigerian schools or in 
Unity Schools. He explained in the 
interview that those that sent their 
children abroad didn’t do so because 
they had too much money. “They did 
so because they want their children to 
have quality education like they had.

“Those that didn’t send their kids 
abroad and took them to different 
schools in Nigeria, they did that be-
cause they want the same thing. So, 
it’s evidence we need to get back to 
the basics. We need to ensure that our 
Unity Schools and our government 
schools are able to fit for purpose, that 
they are able to provide quality edu-
cation.”

If that was available, he insisted, 
people would take their kids back 
there. “There’s nobody that wants to 
spend too much or more than they 
could afford in school but now people 
are taking loans to send their kids to 
good schools to oversees.

“So, we need to go back to the ba-
sics. Let the schools be well-equipped. 
If we take all these measures and cor-
rect the teaching methodology, our 
children should be able to pass out 
from these schools with good educa-
tion that can guarantee employment. 
Then, people will stop sending their 
children abroad and you know what 
the impact will be.  

“We are talking about dollars to-
day at N1,500 and a lot of people 
are still having the dollars to pay for 
their kids’ school fees. If we had good 
schools here and all the money we pay 
out as fees is invested back into to the 
country, it will be better for the coun-
try and better for all of us.”

The audience was told that former 

students of Unity Schools now in the 
Diaspora were eager to help Nigeria, 
especially their former schools.

This was further disclosed by Mi-
chael Magaji, President-General of the 
Unity Schools Old Students Associa-
tion (USOSA), in Port Harcourt where 
the 41sth Plenary was held. The theme 
of the plenary was hinged on: ‘Educa-
tion is the Key Foundation for Building 
Legacies and Our United Future’.

Welcoming delegates, the Presi-
dent-General said ex-students around 
the world have shown interest in 
giving help back home. He descried 
USOSA members as one of the keen-
est groups for the unity and transfor-
mation of Nigeria, especially its edu-
cation system.

He said the essence of the annual 
meetings being taken round the coun-
try is to help in mobilising ex-students 
to build a strong force that can rescue 
and transform the education sector to 
how it was in the past.

He said the Unity Schools were so 
strong and famous around the world 
that it was training South Africans to 
prepare to manage the affairs of their 
country after apartheid.

He pointed to the resilience of 
USOSAns, saying despite the hardship 
in Nigeria, their Port Harcourt branch 
mounted such an exquisite plenary 
worthy of global acclaim. He said the 
association now has over one million 
members, larger than some countries.

On the theme for 2024, he said it 
helps to think deeply about rebuild-
ing the foundation of the nation. “We 
have been preaching that if you don’t 
get secondary school level of educa-
tion right, the entire education and 
human capital development system 
will fall below mark, will be weak.

“This is because quality is key. Pri-
mary school certificate holders were 
strong enough to work efficiently in 
offices and companies. These days, 
even with university degrees, many 
can’t write any piece well.

“Engagement on this will contin-
ue. The education summit we held in 
2023 was also to achieve this.”

He said the association is on solu-
tion mode such that USOSA brings in 
ex-students (alumni) of other schools 
to join and give their own perspec-
tives on any topic of discussion and to 
also tell say what the issues are (con-
cerning standard of education).

“We document them in imple-
mentable steps and send to the Minis-
try of Education. We have also created 
USOSA Education Desk to collate ed-
ucation problems and support policy 
options that will improve quality of 
Education.”

Magaji said public sector educa-
tion must be improved to help the sys-
tem. “We have USOSANs in govern-
ment from Senate President, deputy, 
army chiefs, ministers. We need more 
of this to produce those who can help 
to rebuild Education in Nigeria.

“We can contribute policy tips to 
run Education. At a time in the past, 
Nigeria’s ‘Unity Schools’ trained South 
Africans (after Apartheid) to learn 
how to run segments of their country 
after apartheid. Who says Nigeria’s 
education system won’t improve so 
much that this kind of thing can hap-
pen again, and Nigeria can train peo-
ple from other countries.”

The plenary tried to recognise the 
oldest sets found at the event (1977) to 
the one from the youngest set, 2017.

USOSA president, Michael Magaji, addressing the plenary in Port Harcourt

VIPs at the plenary
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LG Electronics has unveiled the 
winners of its K-POP talents com-
petition as part of its commitment 
to nurture the “talents of tomor-
row” and bring to life the bond be-
tween Korea and Nigeria.

The competition held in Lagos 
showcased a stellar lineup of 80 in-
credibly talented performers since 
April who left no stone unturned in 
their pursuit of glory.

The unique event marked a 
milestone starting from Ibadan, 
Lagos, Abuja and Port Harcourt 
where the hearts and souls of the 
passionate youths went into giving 
so much to display their innate tal-
ents.

At the end of the keenly con-
tested competition, ‘Mamus’ of 
Port Harcourt won first place in the 
vocal category, while the dance cat-
egory was won by the group ‘Limit-
less Supreme 6’ from Port Harcourt.

The finalists in the dance cate-
gory included ‘Femmeforce’ from 
Lagos, 1st runner up, and ‘Move-
matics’ from Lagos 2nd runner up.

“In the vocal category, the 1st 
runner and 2nd runner up includ-
ed ‘Kcee’ from Port Harcourt and 
‘Shammah’ from Port Harcourt.

Hyoung Sub Ji, managing direc-
tor, LG Electronics West Africa said 
the LG K-POP Fiesta 2024 is a cel-
ebration of not only incredibly tal-
ented K-POP enthusiasts but also 

LG Electronics unveils winners of 
K-POP talents competition

Amo Farm Sieberer Hatchery celebrates, supports Alaawe of Awe’s coronation

the rich tapestry of global culture.
He said that for LG Electronics, 

combining the love for cutting-edge 
technology with the immense pop-
ularity of K-POP music was the 
main gain.

According to him, building on 
LG brand identity, which tran-
scends generations, the compa-
ny would like to develop deeper 
relations with Gen Z by making 
their lives better through innova-

tive products like LG XBOOM for 
immersive sound experiences and 
meaningful integrated marketing 
campaigns.

Sub Ji said that K-POP brings 
a great multi-dimensional plat-
form that combines the best of au-
dio-visual entertainment and pow-
er-packed performances.

“We are immensely proud to 
have brought this exhilarating event 
to life. It was an incredible showcase 

of talent, passion, and the harmoni-
ous blending of innovation and en-
tertainment,” he said.

He said that N12 million was 
awarded to the winners. N3 million 
apiece was awarded to first place 
winner in singing and dance cat-
egories. The first and second run-
ners-up in each category received 
N2 million and N1 million respec-
tively.

Hari Elluru, head of corporate 

marketing said LG is grateful to 
the youth and Gen-Z for making 
the event a grand success, adding 
that through the company’s recent 
global campaign of Life’s Good, it 
is encouraging customers to have a 
positive outlook on life and music 
which certainly plays a significant 
role in uplifting the human spirit.

According to Elluru, the elec-
tronics brand is deeply grateful for 
the tremendous interest and love 
shown by all the participants in the 
K-POP contest and the enthusiastic 
audience who attended.

“K-POP has transcended 
boundaries, becoming a powerful 
means of cultural exchange not 
only within Korea, but also with 
people around the world. We as-
pire to offer dreams and hope to the 
youth of Nigeria through the magic 
of K-POP.

V J Adams, an emcee with ex-
tensive experience, seamlessly host-
ed the event. It was graced by the 
esteemed presence of Nollywood 
actors Ruth Kadiri and Susan Pe-
ters and judging by Nigerian sing-
er and songwriter Ric Hassani and 
renowned award-winning dancer 
Kaffy.

The LG K-POP will forever re-
main etched in the memories of 
those present, as a testament to the 
boundless creativity, talent, and 
technological excellence that LG 
Electronics consistently delivers.

L-R: Hyoung Sub Ji, managing director, LG Electronics West Africa, Hassan Fouani, head of Marketing, Fouani, and Limitless 
Supreme 6, 1st prize winners in the Dance category of the LG K-Pop 2024 grand finale held at Eko Hotel and Suites, Victoria 
Island, Lagos.

L-R: Dotun Odekeye, Aare of Awe; Ogunbode, Aro of Awe; Ayoola Oduntan, group managing director, Amo Farm Sieberer Hatch-
ery Ltd; HRM Oba Cornelius Abiola Taiwo Oladokun III, Alaawe of Awe, and Olori Oluyemisi Taiwo, Oloja of Ago-Oja, Isale Oyo.

Entertainment

Amo Farm Sieberer 
Hatchery Ltd, a lead-
er in Nigeria’s agricul-
tural sector, has com-

memorated and supported the 
coronation of the new Alaawe of 
Awe, Oba Cornelius Abiola Taiwo 
Oladokun III, reaffirming its com-
mitment to the community. The 
coronation took place recently at 
St. Joseph Grammar School, Awe, 
Oyo State.

Awe, Oyo State, where approx-
imately 70percent of Amo Farm’s 
- national operations are based, 
holds a special place in the compa-
ny’s ethos. Over the years, Awe has 
not only been a pivotal location 
for operations but also a cherished 
home where the company has 
flourished. Amo Farm Sieberer 
Hatchery is the primary employer 
in Awe, making substantial contri-
butions to local employment and 
economic vitality, and has consist-
ently engaged in various Corpo-
rate Social Responsibility (CSR) 
initiatives, including establishing 
a computer school to empower lo-
cal youths.

Prior to the coronation cere-
mony, Amo Farm demonstrated 
its enduring support by present-
ing gifts to the newly crowned 
Alaawe. The gesture symbolised 
the company’s appreciation and 
commitment to Awe’s prosperity 

under its new monarch. The pres-
entation was led by key members 
of the company’s leadership team, 
including Anand Burra, managing 
director of Amo Farm Sieberer 
Hatchery; Agboola Belgore, man-
aging director of Amo Byng; Em-
manuel Oloruntoba, director of 
Supply Chain, and Victor Alabi, 

HR and Admin Manager.
 Additionally, Ayoola Oduntan, 

Group Managing Director of Amo 
Farm Sieberer Hatchery Limited, 
paid a congratulatory visit to the 
Alaawe, emphasising the signif-
icance of Awe to the company’s 
operations. “Awe holds a special 
place in our national operations, 

and the support and partnership 
we share are deeply valued,” re-
marked Oduntan.

“I extend heartfelt congrat-
ulations to you, and I pray for a 
prosperous and harmonious reign 
ahead. I look forward to continu-
ing our journey of mutual respect, 
growth, and development for the 

benefit of all.”
In response, Oba Oladokun 

expressed gratitude for Dr. Odun-
tan’s visit and highlighted the 
positive impact of Amo Farm 
Sieberer Hatchery on Awe and its 
people. “Amo Farm has brought 
significant benefits and positive 
developments to Awe and its peo-
ple, and for this, we are sincerely 
appreciative,” said the Alaawe, 
who extended prayers for the con-
tinued success and prosperity of 
Amo Farm.

On the day of the coronation, 
Amo Farm demonstrated its sup-
port by participating in the thanks-
giving service at Christ Baptist 
Church, Awe. The company served 
the guests at the event with Chick-
en products from its subsidiary 
company natnudO Foods.

The highlight of the coronation 
ceremony was the presentation of 
the staff of office to Oba Oladokun 
by the Deputy Governor of Oyo 
State, Barrister Abdul-Raheem Ade-
bayo Lawal, representing His Excel-
lency, Governor Seyi Makinde.

Amo Farm remains steadfast in 
its commitment to Awe and looks 
forward to continuing its fruitful 
partnership with the Alaawe and 
the community at large. The com-
pany is dedicated to contributing 
positively to the growth and pros-
perity of Awe and its people.



Spotlight

Foundation institutes scholarship for 
Auchi Polytechnic students

Dr. Kerobo & Mrs. 
Gloria Founda-
tion has instituted a 
scholarship award 

for students of Auchi Polytech-
nic, Auchi, Edo State.

This is in recognition of the 
challenges faced by young Ni-
gerians in accessing higher ed-

MODESTUS ANAESORONYE ucation, and the potential they 
hold for driving positive change 
in the society.  

Sunny Kerobo, a PhD 
holder and alumnus of Auchi 
Polytechnic, Auchi, said the 
‘Dr Kerobo Luminary Scholar 
Award’ was an initiative of his 
Foundation aimed at curbing 
the financial challenges faced 
by students of higher institution 
in the payment of their school 

fees, thereby enabling benefi-
ciary students to further their 
education.

The target, he said, is to en-
sure that 14 best deserving male 
and female students are given 
scholarship annually through 
the foundation as part of his 
contribution to education de-
velopment in the country.  

Sunny Kerobo, who is the 
MD/CEO, Kero Global Lendas 
Ltd, was represented at the in-
auguration ceremony by O'tega 
Samuel Emorwodia, his execu-
tive assistant and Idowu Kero-
bo, general business adminis-
trator, Kero Global Lendas Ltd.

He further said that basi-
cally, for the whole school, “we 
have been able to reach out to 12 
physically challenged students, 
another 16 students from each 
of the departments in the poly-
technics and another 10 stu-
dents from the Office Technol-
ogy Management Department 
(OTM) where Sunny Kerobo 
graduated from.

'The Leading Woman Show' podcast debuts 
to promote gender-balanced leadership 

WILAN Glob-
al, a pio-
neering or-
ganisat ion 
dedicated to 

promoting women in leader-
ship, has announced the launch 
of 'The Leading Woman Show' 
podcast. 

This is to provide a safe 
space for women in leadership 
Nigeria to discuss issues related 
to achieving gender-balanced 
leadership. The new format will 
be available on major podcast 
networks including on Spotify, 
Apple Podcasts and Amazon 
Music, expanding its reach and 
impact far beyond previous 
boundaries. 

By transitioning to this for-
mat, WILAN Global aims to 
make its crucial content more 
accessible and engaging for a 
global audience.

'The Leading Woman Show' 
has long been a cornerstone of 
WILAN Global’s mission, pro-
viding a safe space for women 
in leadership Nigeria to discuss 
issues related to achieving gen-

der-balanced leadership. 
The podcast format will fa-

cilitate the organization’s need 
to offer listeners better access 
to the show’s valuable insights 
and discussions. In this first 
season of the podcast series, 
listeners can expect to hear a 
diverse range of women lead-
ers across various sectors. Each 
episode will feature in-depth 
interviews and conversations, 
delving into the experiences 
and challenges faced by women 
in leadership roles.

From exploring current 
leadership trends to offering 
actionable advice for aspiring 
leaders, the podcast will be a 
valuable resource for anyone 
looking to develop their lead-
ership skills while learning 

from real-life examples. 
The inaugural season of 

'The Leading Woman Show' 
podcast is now live and can be 
streamed on all major podcast 
platforms, including Spotify 
and Amazon Music. 

This expansion reiterates 
WILAN Global’s commitment 
to providing women with the 
resources and opportunities 
they need to succeed. The or-
ganisation is keen on dishing 
out versatile and accessible 
content to support women in 
leadership across the globe.

As part of this exciting 
launch, WILAN Global will 
continue to spotlight culture 
shapers from Nigeria and be-
yond, showcasing their stories 
and contributions to leader-

ship. The podcast aims to foster 
a global community of women 
leaders, offering inspiration 
and practical advice to help lis-
teners navigate their own paths 
in leadership.

In a statement by WILAN 
Global, it stated that listeners 
can expect episodes that high-
light success stories, address 
common leadership challeng-
es, and discuss strategies for 
overcoming certain obstacles 
women face in leadership. 

Each episode will be de-
signed to engage and support 
women in leadership Nigeria 
and internationally, making it 
a vital resource for anyone pas-
sionate about advancing their 
leadership skills.

WILAN Global is commit-
ted to making 'The Leading 
Woman Show' a production 
that will inspire and guide 
countless of women around the 
globe, igniting within them the 
passion to do the extraordinary 
wherever they find themselves.

 By leveraging the power 
of podcasting, the organisa-
tion aims to reach and inspire 
a wider audience, furthering 
its mission to promote gen-
der-balanced leadership in ev-
ery facet of society.

IFEOMA OKEKE
-KORIEOCHA 
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Mbah commends Enugu 
PDP Ward Congresses

Governor of Enugu 
State, Peter Mbah, 
has lauded the Peo-
ple's Democratic 

Party (PDP) ward congresses 
in the state as a huge success, 
noting that the process was 
peaceful, free, fair, and credi-
ble.

The Chairman of the five-
man PDP Ward Congress-
es Electoral Committee for 
Enugu State, Toni Iyoha, who 
monitored the exercise across 
the 260 electoral wards of the 
state, also commended party 
faithful for the peaceful and 
transparent exercise, saying the 
strength of the party was at the 
grassroots.

Governor Mbah, who was 
elated at the huge turnout at 
the congresses across the state, 
said it was a confirmation that 
the few setbacks suffered by the 
PDP in the last general election 
were an exception and not the 
norm, assuring that the party 
would continue to consolidate 
on the successes recorded so far.

The governor stated this 
while fielding questions from 
newsmen at his Owo Ward, 
in Nkanu East LGA, where he 
participated in the congress.

He said, “We are truly de-
lighted not just because of the 

outcome and turnout of what 
we witnessed here today, but 
also the way and manner the 
people conducted themselves, 
especially as they acknowl-
edged that this is a family affair.

“This is what we represent 
as a party. We believe in en-
trenching democracy at the 
grassroot level because the 
strength of our party is deter-
mined by our visibility at the 
grassroot; and the number of 
people that came out attests to 
it.

“We are equally not sur-
prised that we have a lot of peo-
ple, who are thronging into the 
PDP family to become mem-
bers. Since the advent of the 
Fourth Republic, Enugu has 
been a PDP state. We have en-
joyed over the last 25 years the 
leadership of the state and we 
know that we have been better 
for it as people.”

Also speaking to newsmen 
after monitoring the exercise 
at Owo Ward, Chairman of the 
PDP Ward Congress Electoral 
Committee, Iyoha, said what 
he saw during his monitoring 
of the exercise with his team 
across the state was a testimony 
that the people of the state were 
happy with the PDP and the 
Mbah administration.

Environment, Niger Delta ministers 
in Ogoni over clean up, others

The Minister of Environ-
ment Balarabe Abbas 
Lawal and Minister of 
Niger Delta AbubaKar 

Momoh stormed Ogoniland 
weekend to commission wa-
ter project and inspect on-go-
ing HYPREP projects. The in 
Gokana and Tai Local Govern-
ment Areas of Rivers State.

In his address at Bomu 
Community in Gokana Local 

PIUS DUKOR Government Area, the Minis-
ter of Environment, Balarabe 
Lawal while responding to the 
request by Ogoni people to con-
sider more Ogoni contractors 
both men and women in the 
award of cleanup project, said 
that he would consider indig-
enous contractors from Ogoni 
but maintained that they must 
be qualified because he would 
not compromise quality.

"I want your support, com-
mitment and buy-in. We must 
consider our youths and our 

mothers in contracts, but we 
cannot compromise quality," he 
said. Lawal explained that the 
Hydrocarbon Pollution Reme-
diation Project (HYPREP) has 
achieved a lot from the last time 
he visited Ogoniland. He com-
mended HYPREP for drastic 
adjustment, noting that they are 
now better than ever before.

The Minister of Environ-
ment further said that the proj-
ect was significant and that the 
importance of Clean up cannot 
be overstressed.
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Environment

Balarabe Lawal, 
minister of En-
vironment, has 
emphasised the 
critical impor-

tance of climate governance 
at the sub-national level. 

Lawal, stated this at the 
unveiling of the Sub-Na-
tional Climate Govern-
ance Performance Ranking 
and report for Nigeria’s 36 
states, held in Abuja re-
cently.

“This event marks a piv-
otal moment in our col-
lective efforts to address-
ing the impacts of climate 
change which has become 
a challenge that transcends 
borders and requires con-
certed effort of government 
at all levels.

“This ranking not only 
serves as an acknowledg-
ment of their achievements 

NOSDRA, NEITI pledge continued 
commitment to eliminate gas flaring

Climate governance crucial for climate 
action, says Environment Minister
LADI PATRICK-OKWOLI

but also as a beacon of en-
couragement for others to 
emulate.

“We will highlight the 
pivotal role that sub-nation-
al entities play in driving 
sustainable environmental 
practices,” Lawal said.

He commended the col-
laborative effort of the So-
ciety for Planet and Pros-
perity, the Department 
of Climate Change of the 
Federal Ministry of Envi-
ronment, and the Nigeria 
Governor’s Forum (NGE).

The National Oil Spill 
Detection and Re-
sponse Agency (NOS-
DRA) and the Nigeria 

Extractive Industries Trans-
parency Initiative (NEITI) 
have reiterated their commit-
ment to reducing gas flaring in 
Nigeria. 

Speaking during the Nation-
al Extractives Dialogue 2024, 
held in Abuja Friday, Chuk-
wuemeka Woke, director-den-
eral of NOSDRA, underscored 
the agency’s mission to combat 
gas flaring and methane emis-
sions. 

 The event, themed ‘Gas 
Flare Reduction: A Catalyst 
for Accelerating Nigeria’s Path 
to Net-Zero Emissions and 
Sustainable Development,’ 
brought together key stake-
holders to address the critical 
issue of gas flaring and its en-
vironmental impacts.

“The reduction of gas flar-
ing is integral to our mission, 
aligning with our broader 
mandate to safeguard the envi-
ronment from the adverse ef-
fects of oil and gas activities,” 
Woke stated. 

 “Today, we are not simply 
discussing an environmen-
tal issue; we are confronting 

“It provided us with an 
understanding of the status 
of climate challenges and 
opportunities within the 
sub-national level to miti-
gate the challenges. It also 
gave an insight on the im-
pacts of climate change, the 

a fundamental challenge that 
profoundly impacts our na-
tional development and global 
commitments,” he further said.

 Woke highlighted the detri-
mental effects of persistent gas 
flaring on Nigeria’s natural re-
sources, stressing that address-
ing this issue could unlock new 
pathways for energy efficiency, 
economic diversification, and 
community resilience. 

 He added that reducing gas 
flaring would boost econom-
ic growth and job creation, in 
line with President Bola Tinu-
bu’s 8-point Agenda.

 Orji Orji, executive secre-
tary of NEITI, represented by 
Dieter Bassi, director of Policy 
Planning and Strategy, not-

policies enacted to mitigate 
these impacts and actions 
taken across various sec-
tors,” the minister said.

 Chukwumerije Okereke, 
chairman, Board of Trus-
tees, Society for Planet and 
Prosperity, said that Climate 
governance was essential to 
tackle climate change.

Okereke also said that 
climate change was not 
only environmental but 
also an economic problem 
and urged stakeholders to 
tackle it at the state and sub 
– national levels.

 The important highlight 
of the event was the pres-
entation of prizes to some 
states according to their 
performances.

Lagos, Gombe, and Eb-
onyi are first, second and 
third respectively while 
Borno and Ekiti are both in 
fourth position.

ed that the dialogue provided 
a constructive platform for 
stakeholders to discuss strat-
egies for reducing gas flaring, 
lowering carbon footprints, 
and promoting sustainable de-
velopment.

 “This dialogue is crucial for 
developing actionable plans 
to mitigate gas flaring and its 
associated environmental im-
pacts,” Orji said. “Through 
collaborative efforts, we can 
create a sustainable and pros-
perous future for Nigeria.”

 The commitment from 
NOSDRA and NEITI signi-
fies a unified effort towards 
achieving net-zero emissions 
and enhancing sustainable de-
velopment in Nigeria.

LADI PATRICK-OKWOLI

FG tasks stakeholders on need 
for action on Biodiversity 

The Federal Government 
has called on stakeholders 
in the environmental sector 
to intensify their efforts to 
combat threats to biodiver-
sity across the country. 

 Iziaq Salako, minister 
of State for Environment, 
made this appeal during 
a workshop themed ‘Na-
tional Biodiversity for 
the Early Action Support 
Project to Implement the 
Kunming-Montreal Glob-

al Biodiversity Framework 
(KMGBF).’

 “It is clear that we must 
use all available tools to 
mitigate the threats to bi-
odiversity, with the Kun-
ming-Montreal Global 
Biodiversity Framework 
guiding our efforts,” Salako 
said. He emphasised the 
critical role stakeholders 
play in preserving the na-
tion’s biodiversity and the 
natural resources essential 
for survival.

 Salako highlighted 
the National Biodiversity 
Strategy and Action Plan 
(NBSAP) as the primary 
policy instrument for im-
plementing the Conven-
tion on Biological Diversity 
(CBD) at the national level.

 He further noted that the 
African continent was par-
ticularly vulnerable to the 
impacts of climate change, 
species loss, and biodiver-
sity destruction, underscor-
ing the urgency of coordi-
nated action.

LADI PATRICK-OKWOLI
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Governor Umo Eno 
has approved the pay-
ment of medical res-
idency training fund 
of N1million each to 

resident doctors in the Akwa Ibom 
State Civil Service. 

 The Medical Residency Training 
Fund is a programme designed to 
provide financial support to cover 
various expenses associated with 
medical residency training includ-
ing costs for the multi-stages of ex-
aminations, update course fees, re-
search projects, personal equipment 
and accoutrements. 

 This approval by the governor 
for the payment of the medical res-
idency fund to the medical doctors 
is expected to facilitate the post-
graduate training of doctors with 
specialist skills and qualifications 
while supporting their careers, Ek-
erette Udoh, chief press secretary to 
the governor, said. 

According to Udoh, it will also 
help to produce specialists who will 
bridge the existing manpower gap, 
especially at the Consultant cadre, 
across the secondary healthcare fa-
cilities and mitigate brain-drain in 
the state.

 In a statement made available 
to BusinessDay in Uyo, the state 
capital, it stated that it was in line 
with the Arise Agenda’s emphasis 
on having a healthy and productive 
workforce to drive the many devel-
opmental initiatives of the state gov-
ernment.

 It stated that it emphasizes the 
training   of qualified specialists 
in the different fields of medicine 

Healthcare receives major boost as Eno 
approves medical residency fund

which it said remains a top priority 
of Government.

 “Also, as the state gets ready 
to start the Akwa Ibom State Uni-
versity Teaching Hospital, these 
specialists will provide the needed 
manpower to the teaching hospital.

 “Quality healthcare service 
delivery especially at the prima-
ry level, is a key component of the 
Arise Agenda. The Governor, has 
followed through on this, with the 
construction of, and commission-
ing of model primary health care 
centres in some Local Government 
Areas including others that will 
soon be commissioned.

 “The inauguration of the Akwa 
Ibom State Health Insurance Agen-
cy Board with a clear mandate to 
start the journey towards ending 
out-of-pocket expenses for health 

care, is another bold move by the 
Governor in the fulfillment of his 
campaign promise.

 “Governor Eno, has also direct-
ed the recruitment of healthcare 
professionals to help drive his vi-
sion in healthcare delivery service.

 “Several free medical outreach 
programmes have also been con-
ducted across the three senatorial 
districts in the state, where people 
with various medical issues or un-
derlying medical conditions were 
attended to, and surgeries and other 
medical procedures performed free.

“The Governor appreciates the 
robust collaboration that has ex-
isted between government and the 
leadership of the National Associa-
tion of Government General Medi-
cal and Dental Practitioners (NAG-
GMDP).”

Health Coach emphasizes emotional 
wellness among victims of abuse

A Certified Life and Trau-
ma Recovery Coach, Jo-
la-Grace Emmanuel, has 
emphasized the impor-

tance of emotional wellness among 
Nigerians.

 The importance of wellness was 
highlighted during the launch of the 
Reinvent2Excel Foundation in Lagos.

 Emmanuel said that the Founda-
tion, a non-governmental organisa-
tion (NGO), was aimed at promoting 
emotional wellness among victims of 
abuse and domestic violence.

 The launch coincided with the 
Reinvent2excel Summit held at 
Four Points By Sheraton Hotel in 
Victoria Island, Lagos.

 The summit, which focused 
on Mental Health and Emotional 
Well-Being, featured workshops 

…Launches ‘Reinvent2Excel’ Foundation

and activities designed to promote 
mindfulness, aid stress manage-
ment, build emotional resilience 
in a relaxed and supportive atmos-
phere.

 The Convener also known as 
the ‘Soul Doctor,’ said that the event 
was to create awareness about emo-
tional discourse.

 “The summit essentially, among 

other key areas, focused on foster-
ing a supportive community where 
people feel comfortable discussing 
their emotions and seeking help,” 
she said.

 The summit featured panels 
of discussion, interactive sessions 
where different segments of the 
society, leaders, clerics and Mental 
Health experts shared insights and 
strategies on how people can main-
tain emotional wellness in their 
everyday life. 

 Some of the guests that graced 
the occasion include Debola De-
ji-Kurunmi, Akin Akinpelu, David 
Dotun Adejumo, Mike Abdul and 
Damilola Oluwatoyinbo.

 Others are Mayokun Oreofe, 
Grace Ofure, Omowunmi Dada, 
Gwendolyn Oshoniyi and Babatun-
mise. Funke Felix-Adejumo, ma-
tron of the Foundation, was also 
present.

PCN seals 571 pharmacies, 
medicine shops in Bauchi
The Pharmacy Council of Ni-
geria (PCN) has said that it has 
sealed over five hundred and 
seventy-one (571) premises in 
Bauchi State.

 The leadership of the associa-
tion who made this known while 
briefing newsmen in Bauchi said 
that 37 pharmacists, 144 patent 
medicine shops and 390 illegal 
medicine shops were sealed.

 The Director Enforcement 
Pharmacy Council of Nige-
ria, Stephen Esumobi, said that 
“PCN is the Federal government 
parastatals charged with the re-
sponsibility of regulating and 
controlling the education, train-
ing and practice of pharmacy in 
all its aspects and ramifications 
in line with the pharmacy coun-
cil of Nigeria establishment act 
2022.

 “For medicine to deliver de-
sired therapeutic outcomes, it 
is important that they remain 
safe, effective of good quality 
throughout their life.

 “One of the factors that af-
fects stability and therapeutic 
benefits of medicine is good 
storage facilities with appropri-
ate temperature and humidity.”

 He further said that 
poor-quality medicines have 
been shown in several stud-
ies to be responsible for a large 
percentage of cases of treatment 
failures and avoidable deaths.

 “In 2022, the PCN enforce-
ment team visited Bauchi State 
and some medicine outlets were 
sealed for operating in breach of 
our laws and regulations.

 “Other breaches committed 

by owners of pharmaceutical 
premises include operating with-
out registration and non-renew-
al of premises certificates, poor 
documentation, patent medicine 
vendors stocking medicine out-
side the approved drug list and 
carrying out clinical services, 
wholesalers engaging in retail, 
pharmacist operating without a 
superintendent pharmacist,” he 
said.

 According to Esumobi: “Il-
legal medicine dealers were also 
found to engage in the sale of 
large quantities of substances of 
abuse to members of the pub-
lic, especially within the state 
capital thus aggravating the so-
cial and the security challenges 
emanating from the illicit use of 
these medicines.”

The Director Enforcement 
Pharmacy Council of Nigeria, 
Stephen Esumobi said that the 
state and zonal offices of the 
PCN have been directed to con-
tinue to monitor all the phar-
maceutical premises within the 
state to ensure that they operate 
in line with the laws and regu-
lations.

AYUBA MAFFI
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We want more women to be 
confident in their breasts - Salako
In a significant move to combat breast 
cancer continuously, Sebeccly Cancer 
Care has launched an extensive breast 
cancer awareness and screening pro-
gramme, “Breast Health Fridays.” This 
initiative aims to reduce the high num-
ber of late-stage breast cancer diagno-
ses among women.

“As a clinical oncologist, I see many 
women presenting with breast cancer 
at stages three and four. Our goal is 
to ensure early detection at stages one 
and two,” said Omolola Salako, consul-
tant, clinical oncologist and founder 
of Sebeccly Cancer Care, during the 
launch event.

“We want more women to be con-
fident in their breasts. We want them 
to know what’s normal for them and 
understand the importance of breast 
screening.”

Salako emphasized the need for 
women to be proactive about their 
breast health. “From age 20, wom-
en should perform self-examinations 
and see a doctor annually for a clini-
cal breast examination as part of their 
medical checkup. Once they reach 40, a 
mammogram is essential.”

The “Breast Health Fridays” pro-
gramme provides discounted breast 
screening services to help women 
identify any abnormalities early.

“This initiative is crucial as it offers 
accessible screening, which can help 
detect breast cancer at an early stage,” 
Salako explained.

“Today, abroad, they diagnose may-
be 80,000 women with breast cancer 
because they adhere to pre-screening 

Experts advocate balanced reproductive 
technologies amid ethical, religious issues
While Assisted Reproductive Technolo-
gies (ART) offer promising solutions for 
couples facing infertility, experts empha-
sise that Nigeria must continuously nav-
igate complex ethical and religious chal-
lenges to implement these advancements 
responsibly.

According to experts, a balanced ap-
proach is essential to harmonise medical 
progress with societal values, ensuring 
that ART not only provides hope but 
also aligns with the country’s cultural 
and moral frameworks.

 In an open house discussion on fertil-
ity treatment and surrogacy, commem-
orating World IVF Day and celebrating 
Clearview Hospital and Fertility Clinic 
7th anniversary, participants stressed 
that this careful integration is crucial for 
advancing reproductive healthcare while 
respecting Nigeria’s diverse beliefs.

 “Many couples suffer in silence be-
cause they fear judgment. Stigma sur-
rounding IVF and infertility treatments 
in some religious communities is a key 
issue,” explained Busola Jegede, an apos-
tle and convener of Daughter of Destiny 
Interdenominational.

“We need to create an environment 
where people feel comfortable seek-
ing help and discussing their options,” 
Jegede said.

guidelines and undergo regular mam-
mograms. In Nigeria, many women 
present with lumps, and it takes about 
six to 12 months before we know if it 
is cancer.”

Salako stressed the importance of 
creating a culture where women are 
not afraid to undergo screening, noting 
that many avoid it due to fear and mis-
information. “We want to reverse the 
stigma and misinformation surround-
ing breast cancer. Through the Best of 

Fridays program, we aim to provide 
continuous advocacy and awareness.”

The programme is set to run for the 
next five months, offering discounted 
services every Friday. These services 
include clinical breast examinations, 
ultrasounds, and mammograms, de-
pending on the woman’s age and find-
ings.

“We want to ensure that any abnor-
malities are diagnosed promptly and 
accurately,” said Salako. “Not every 

tect the integrity of family and societal 
values.”

 He also warned of the potential 
exploitation of economically disad-
vantaged women who may resort to 
surrogacy out of financial desperation. 
“Many women might be exploited due 
to their financial situation,” a partic-
ipant cautioned. “We need to ensure 
that any practice of surrogacy is strictly 
regulated to prevent exploitation and 
ensure fair treatment.”

 From a legal perspective, La-Olu 
Osanyin, barrister and vice-president of 
the World Association of Medical Law, 
emphasised the necessity for robust reg-
ulations.

“Science often moves faster than the 
law. We need clear regulations to ensure 
ethical practices and protect all parties 
involved, especially the children,” he 
said.   Osanyin noted that while La-
gos State has made strides with ethical 
guidelines for ART, national legislation 
remains fragmented and insufficient.

 “We need a holistic approach that in-
volves all stakeholders, including medi-
cal professionals, religious leaders, and 
legal experts,” Osanyin argued.

  He added that current regulations are 
piecemeal and often lack the necessary 
input from key participants, especially 
concerning the ethical complexities sur-
rounding surrogacy. 

breast abnormality is cancer, and ear-
ly detection significantly increases the 
chances of successful treatment.”

Sponsorship from various founda-
tions has allowed the program to offer 
a 50percent discount on services, mak-
ing them more accessible to women.

This initiative is part of a broader 
effort to screen more women and re-
duce the incidence of late-stage breast 
cancer diagnoses. “Our flagship pro-
gram, Time to Screen, has reached over 

30,000 women for breast and cervical 
screening,” Salako noted. “No other 
NGO has screened as many women in 
Nigeria.”

The Breast Health Fridays program 
is an expansion of this effort, dedicated 
exclusively to breast screening services. 
With centers offering mammograms 
on both the island and mainland, the 
program aims to cater to women across 
Lagos. “We have the infrastructure to 
provide these services and are scaling 
up to reach even more women,” said 
Salako.

Representing the supporting foun-
dation, Omoye Oriaghan, team lead 
for branding and communication, 
spoke on behalf of Osayi Alile, CEO of 
the ACT Foundation. She emphasized 
their commitment to addressing socie-
tal issues, including breast cancer.

“We partner with organisations to 
provide screenings and educate wom-
en on breast cancer. This year, we aim 
to screen 10,000 women and subsidize 
the cost for 1,000,” she said. “Our goal 
is to make these services affordable for 
the average woman.”

Omoye also highlighted the chal-
lenges in raising awareness about breast 
cancer in rural communities. “Many 
women are unaware of breast can-
cer symptoms or are too afraid to get 
screened. It is crucial to educate them 
that early detection can save lives.”

By partnering and providing capac-
ity building and funding, the founda-
tion aims to support ongoing efforts 
to combat breast cancer in Nigeria. 
Through these collaborative efforts, the 
hope is to increase early detection rates 
and ultimately save more lives.

 She also said: “Waiting 15 or 20 years 
to address infertility is unnecessary 
when solutions are available. Early in-
tervention can help couples start their 
families sooner and raise their children 
during their most active years.”

 Addressing denominational differ-
ences, Jegede highlighted the need for 
religious teachings to adapt to modern 
medical advancements. “We must re-
spect our faith traditions while also em-
bracing the medical options available to 
us,” she said. “It’s about finding a balance 

and providing our congregations with 
the best possible support.”

Ridwan Jamiu, Chief Imam of Lekki 
Central Mosque, emphasised the moral 
dimensions of fertility treatments and 
the importance of aligning medical in-
terventions with religious teachings. “As-
sisted reproductive technologies should 
be within the confines of righteousness,” 
Jamiu said. “While technology can help 
overcome infertility, it must not com-
promise the purity of lineage and family 
structures.”

 Jamiu pointed out that while ART is 
generally allowed and helps people have 
children, Islamic teachings generally 
prohibit practices such as surrogacy and 
sperm donation, considering them in-
consistent with the sanctity of marriage 
and family lineage.

  “The Islamic perspective is that such 
practices are haram (forbidden). Artifi-
cial insemination or surrogacy involves 
elements that are not permissible with-
in the religion. It’s essential to adhere to 
ethical and religious guidelines to pro-

...launches Breast Health Fridays

 ANTHONIA OBOKOH

L-R: Omolola Salako, Consultant Clinical Oncologist and Founder Sebeccly Cancer Care; Omoye Oriaghan, Team Lead, 
Branding and Communication ACT Foundation, and Adaorah Enyi, director of Innovations, Pearl Oncology Specialist Hos-
pital at the launch of the Breast Health Fridays programme in Lagos.

L- R Busola Jegede, an apostle and convener of Daughter of Destiny Interdenominational, Ridwan Jamiu, Chief Imam of Lekki 
Central Mosque; Kunle Ajayi, managing director and CEO of Clearview Hospital and Fertility Clinic, Omolola Oke, Embryologist 
at Clearview Hospital and Fertility Clinic, La-Olu Osanyin, barrister and vice-president of the World Association of Medical Law.



This hike was a 
strategic effort 

to combat rising 
inflation, which 

had been steadily 
climbing. The 

MPR is crucial 
as it influences 

borrowing costs, 
investment 

decisions, and 
overall economic 

activity

Editorial
Monetary policy jumps 50 basis points: 
CBN’s bold move amid stubborn inflation

Th e  C e n t r a l 
Bank of Nigeria 
( C B N )  h a s 
recently taken 
c e n t r e  s t a g e 

amid surging inf lat ion 
and economic challenges, 
positioning itself as a crucial 
player in the nation’s financial 
climate.

With decisive actions 
aimed at curbing inflation 
and steering the economy 
towards stability, the CBN’s 
policy manoeuvres are set 
to impact the financial well-
being and growth prospects 
of Nigeria for years to come.

The apex bank on Tuesday 
increased the Monetary 
Policy Rate (MPR) by 50 basis 
points, bringing it to 26.75 
percent. This increment, part 
of a series of adjustments 
totaling 800 basis points 
in 2024, comes against the 
backdrop of a stubbornly 
high inflation rate, which rose 
from 33.95 percent in May to 
34.19 percent in June.

This hike was a strategic 
ef fort  to combat r ising 
inflation, which had been 
steadily climbing. The MPR 
is crucial as it influences 

borrowing costs, investment 
decisions, and overall economic 
activity. By raising the MPR, the 
CBN aimed to curb inflation 
and stabilise prices.

Regrettably, the inflation rate 
which reached 34.19 percent in 
June 2024, is the highest since 
March 1996. A significant factor 
driving this surge was food 
inflation, which hit a record 
high of 40.87 percent, according 
to the National Bureau of 
Statistics (NBS).

Rising costs of transporting 
farm produce, infrastructure 
bottlenecks, security challenges 
in food-producing areas, 
and the exchange rate pass-
through all contributed to this 
relentless surge. The CBN faces 
the difficult task of taming 
food inflation without stifling 
economic growth.

The Central Bank of Nigeria 
(CBN) employs an asymmetric 
corridor around the Monetary 
Policy Rate (MPR), which is 
currently set at +500/-100 basis 
points. This approach offers 
flexibility in policy adjustments 
while focusing on inflation 
control.

Specifically, the corridor 
a l l o w s  f o r  s i g n i f i c a n t 

adjustments in rates if necessary: 
the upper limit of 31.75 percent 
permits aggressive tightening if 
inflationary pressures escalate, 
making borrowing from the 
central bank expensive for 
banks.

This helps reduce the money 
supply. Conversely, the lower 
limit of 25.75 percent prevents 
the borrowing cost from falling 
too low, thereby supporting 

savings and avoiding excessive 
monetary easing that could 
destabilise the economy.

However, this approach also 
carries risks, such as potentially 
slowing down investment and 
credit expansion, which might 
hinder economic recovery.

D e s p i t e  e c o n o m i c 
headwinds, Nigeria’s banking 
system remains resi l ient. 
Recent recapitalization efforts 
are also bolstering stability, 
and the CBN’s regulatory 
oversight ensures the continued 
soundness of banks.

However, there is a delicate 
balance between maintaining 
prudential  measures and 
ensuring credit availability to 
support economic revival.

As Nigeria enters the second 
half of 2024, the CBN faces 
critical choices. Should it 
continue tightening policy or 
pause to assess the impact of 
previous rate hikes?

T he  cha l l e nge  l i e s  i n 
orchestrating a balance between 
inflation control, exchange 
rate stability, and economic 
growth. Achieving this balance 
is essential for creating a stable 
and resilient economy that 
benefits all Nigerians.
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more prosperous and equitable society for all 
Nigerians. Similarly, protests that focus on 
technological advancement can underscore 
the importance of investing in innovation, 
digital infrastructure, and skills development 
to drive sustainable development and 
enhance Nigeria's global competitiveness.

 
Protesters need to maintain objectivity 

and focus on concrete goals that align 
with the national interest. By advocating 
for policies that foster economic and 
technological advancement, protesters can 
contribute to building a more prosperous, 
inclusive, and sustainable future for Nigeria. 
Through peaceful and objective protests, 
Nigerians can collectively drive positive 
change and shape a brighter future for their 
country.

 Let us set aside the shadow of violence 
that has plagued protests in Nigeria's past 
and embrace a new era of united and 
peaceful activism. By adopting a cohesive 
approach and engaging with the receptive 
government led by President Tinubu, we 
can pave the way for meaningful dialogue 
and sustainable change. Let our voices be 
heard through constructive means, aiming 
to build bridges rather than walls in our 
quest for progress and justice. Together, we 
can shape a future where peaceful protest is 
a powerful tool for positive transformation 
in our nation.

 Absolutely, violence should have no 
place in protests, and it is crucial to adopt 
a cohesive and constructive approach when 
engaging with President Tinubu or any 
government official. Peaceful and respectful 
communication is essential in fostering 
dialogue and understanding between 
citizens and their leaders.

 By taking a cohesive and collaborative 
approach, Nigerians can effectively convey 
their grievances, suggestions, and aspirations 
to the government. Engaging in meaningful 
conversations with President Tinubu and 
other leaders can lead to productive dialogue, 
policy improvements, and ultimately, the 
advancement of the nation.

 It's important to remember that mutual 
respect, empathy, and open communication 
are key components of any successful 
engagement with government officials. By 
adopting a positive and constructive attitude, 
Nigerians can work together with President 
Tinubu towards building a stronger and 
more prosperous Nigeria for all its citizens. 
Violence and confrontation only hinder 
progress and prevent the achievement of 
common goals.

 In conclusion, the importance of 
peaceful and constructive engagement with 
government officials cannot be overstated, 
particularly in a diverse and dynamic 
country like Nigeria. As citizens strive to 
express their opinions and advocate for 
change, it is crucial to maintain mutual 
respect, open dialogue, and a cohesive 
approach to communication. By working 
together with leaders like President Tinubu 
respectfully and objectively, Nigerians can 
contribute to the progress and development 
of their nation. Let us leave behind the 
spectre of violence and embrace a culture 
of productive dialogue and collaboration 
for the betterment of all Nigerians and the 
advancement of the nation as a whole.
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Perspective
Promoting peaceful engagement for progress: Towards 
economic and technological advancement in Nigeria

In a democracy, the right to protest 
and engage with government 
officials is a fundamental aspect of 
civic participation. However, such 
engagements must be carried out in a 

peaceful, objective, and constructive manner 
to foster positive change and progress. 
In the context of Nigeria, where protests 
have sometimes escalated into violence, 
there is a growing recognition of the need 
for a cohesive and respectful approach to 
engaging with leaders like President Tinubu. 
By adopting a holistic perspective that 
prioritises peaceful communication and 
collaboration, Nigerians can effectively 
voice their concerns and contribute to the 
economic and technological advancement 
of their country.

 Protests in Nigeria are often seen as a 
way for citizens to voice their grievances 
and demand change from the government. 
However, they are rarely effective as a 
means to bring about lasting solutions to 
the country's problems. There are several 
reasons why protests are not an effective 
end to Nigerian problems.

 Firstly, protests are often met with 
heavy-handed tactics by the government, 
including violence and arrests of protesters. 
This can lead to further unrest and division 
within the country, rather than bringing 
about the desired change. Additionally, 
protests can be hijacked by opportunistic 
individuals or groups who have their 
own agendas, further complicating the 
situation and making it difficult to achieve 
meaningful change.

 Furthermore, protests are often focused 
on specific issues or events, rather than 
addressing the underlying systemic problems 
that contribute to Nigeria's challenges. For 
example, protests against police brutality 
may lead to some reforms within the police 
force, but they do not address the underlying 
corruption and lack of accountability that 
plague the entire system.

 To bring about lasting change in 
Nigeria,  there needs to be a focus 
on addressing the root causes of the 
country's problems. This includes tackling 
corruption, improving governance and 
accountability, and investing in education 
and infrastructure. Sustainable solutions 
will require a concerted effort from all 
sectors of society, including government, 
civil society, and the private sector.

 Ultimately, protests alone are not 
enough to bring about sustainable change 
in Nigeria. While they can be a powerful 
tool for raising awareness and mobilising 
citizens, they need to be complemented 
by broader efforts to address the systemic 
issues that underlie the country's challenges. 
By working together towards long-term 
solutions, Nigeria can move towards a 
more stable and prosperous future in the 
national interest.

 In light of the ongoing reforms 
spearheaded by the government of Bola 
Tinubu in Nigeria, it is imperative to 

consider whether protests of any kind 
should be deemed acceptable at this critical 
juncture. With an unwavering commitment 
to advancing the national interest and 
delivering the dividends of democracy, 
the Tinubu administration has embarked 
on numerous initiatives aimed at fostering 
economic and technological growth. It 
is therefore essential to afford Tinubu's 
administration the necessary time and 
support to ensure the successful fruition of 
these reforms, as they hold the potential to 
significantly contribute to the progress and 
development of the nation.

 While it is true that the government of 
Bola Tinubu may be carrying out reforms 
in the national interest, it is important to 
recognize that there are still significant 
challenges facing Nigeria that need to be 
addressed. Protests can be a legitimate 

 Proactively, I have always seen a true 
protest, this way: "If it is a protest, it should 
be properly channelled, and remain open 
to feedback and constructive criticism for 
all Nigerians to win. It should never entail 
violence of any kind." A true Nigerian 
like me must completely agree with this 
sentiment. Agreeably, true protests should 
be properly channelled and peaceful in 
nature. Violence undermines the legitimacy 
of the protest and can detract from the 
message and goals of the protesters. 
Peaceful protests allow for open dialogue, 
constructive criticism, and a more effective 
means of communication between the 
government and its citizens.

 By remaining peaceful and focused 
on constructive dialogue, protests can 
serve as a powerful tool for holding 
the government accountable, bringing 

OJO EMMANUEL ADEMOLA 

way for citizens to express their concerns 
and push for further reforms, even amid 
ongoing efforts by the government.

 It is also important to note that protests 
can serve as a form of feedback for the 
government, helping to ensure that the 
reforms being implemented are in line 
with the needs and desires of the people. By 
allowing for peaceful protest and dialogue, 
the government can better understand the 
concerns of citizens and make adjustments 
to policies and programmes accordingly.

 While the efforts of the Tinubu 
administration may be commendable, it is 
essential to recognize that sustainable change 
takes time. Reforming complex systems and 
addressing deeply ingrained issues such as 
corruption and governance will not happen 
overnight. The government needs to have the 
support and patience of the people as they 
work towards long-term solutions.

 Ultimately, protests should be seen as 
a way for citizens to hold the government 
accountable and push for continued 
progress and improvement. While the 
efforts of the Tinubu administration 
should be acknowledged, the government 
needs to remain open to feedback and 
constructive criticism as it seeks to address 
the challenges facing Nigeria.

attention to important issues, and pushing 
for positive change. Protesters need to 
respect the rule of law, adhere to non-
violence principles, and engage in civil 
discourse to effectively convey their 
concerns and advocate for progress.

 In essence, peaceful protests that 
are open to feedback and constructive 
criticism can create a more inclusive 
and participatory environment where all 
Nigerians have a voice in the decision-
making process. Protesters must uphold 
these principles to foster positive change 
and ensure a more democratic and equitable 
society for all.

 Essentially, peaceful protests that engage 
the right audiences and maintain objectivity 
can be a powerful tool for advocating for the 
economic and technological advancement of 
Nigeria. By focusing on specific objectives 
and engaging with relevant stakeholders, 
protesters can effectively communicate their 
concerns and push for meaningful change in 
these critical areas.

 Protests that address economic issues 
can highlight the need for policies that 
promote inclusive growth, job creation, 
and poverty reduction. By advocating 
for reforms that stimulate economic 
development, protesters can help create a 



reintroducing the present anthem since both 
words are di-syllabic and partly homophonic 
as they start with 'no' which is phonemically 
articulated and transcribed as /nəʊ/? Won't it 
amount to what Chinua Achebe described as 
sitting beside the river and washing the hands 
with spittle to use the sexist 'no man' where 
there is a non-sexist 'no one' that depicts 
language flexibility?

 Shouldn't the decision to replace 
the national anthem have been done 
demo crat ica l ly  and  not  s omehow 
autocratically considering the fact that this 
is a democratic dispensation? Wouldn't it 
have been more appropriate for a referendum 
to have been conducted prior to the approval 
and re-introduction of the former national 
anthem to be sure the idea is acceptable to 
the people? Who would have challenged 
the legality or otherwise of the procedure 
employed if the idea had emanated from 
the masses or patriotic citizens of this great 
nation?

 Why are the people in authority sometimes 
not taking the right steps at the right time in 
the right ways to get the right results that are 
commensurate with people's expectation? 
Why are some powers that be still putting 
the horse before the cart as if steady progress 
can be made by not doing things rightly 
or correctly especially in ways that can 
guarantee sustainable development? Hope the 
issues quizzically presented in respect of the 
linguistic sexism of the new old anthem will 
be positively considered since the medium is 
the message according to Marshall McLuhan’s 
postulation?

 

Oluga, is the dean, School of General and 
Administrative Studies,
Federal Polytechnic Ede, Osun State

CHARLES UGBEGUA
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Perspective

Is it not hilarious that a nation that 
is blessed with myriad linguistic and 
literary intelligentsia has just approved 

an oxymoronic new old national anthem 
that harbours elements of linguistic sexism 
alienating or disparaging the feminine gender 
contrary to the spirit of the Convention 
on Elimination of Discrimination Against 
Women (CEDAW)?

Does a national anthem that is not 
linguistically impeccable befit a country 
regarded as the most populous black nation 
cum giant of Africa? Is it not pertinent for 
governmental authorities to be responsive 
to the following fundamental interrogative 
submissions?

 Why should a national decision bordering 
on the choice of a national anthem be 
hastily taken and somehow unilaterally or 
undemocratically just by few privileged 
people in power? Is a tactically delayed 
decision not better than a hasty decision taken 
without the sine qua non of a sound, timely 
and collectively taken decision?

Won't proper planning preventing poor 
positions and permitting perfect performance 
have facilitated good decisions in respect 
of how, when and why the former national 
anthem was suddenly ousted or dethroned 
and the present national anthem was 
reinstated or enthroned?

 Couldn't the myriad language experts, 
literary geniuses and communication gurus 
we have be contacted or consulted to help 
to linguistically re-examine and overhaul 
the new old national anthem before its re-
adoption?

Wouldn't they have discovered and 
discouraged the utilisation or retention of the 

SAMSON OLUGA
sexist lexemes of the reintroduced national 
anthem viz 'brotherhood, 'motherland' 
and 'no man'? Wouldn't they have stressed 
the unsuitability and unacceptability of 
the gender-biased lexemes or expressions 
and recommended suitable and acceptable 
alternatives without negative lyrical, poetic 
or semantic implications?

 Wouldn't the re-introduced national 
anthem be linguistically synonymous to an 
old wine in an old wine skin since the present 
anthem is guilty of gender-biased language 
use just as the former anthem based on the 
generic use of 'fatherland' and 'hero?

Is the retention of the linguistic sexism 
of the former anthem in the present anthem 
in tandem with the principle of linguistic 
dynamism which justifies positive changes 
in language use based on contemporary 
realities? Is it not obvious that a linguistically 
defective anthem can't be replaced with an 
equally linguistically defective anthem when 
expecting a better linguistic evaluation or 
positive impression of the masses?

 Are the powerful forces behind the sudden 
re-introduction of the present national anthem 
not aware of the global condemnation of 
gender-based discrimination including sexist 
communication which mostly denigrates the 
feminine gender and sometimes disparages 
the masculine gender? Are they not conscious 
of the fact those linguistically alienated in 
the national anthem that epitomises the 
country's history, philosophy and ideology 
will always feel discriminated against and 
highly disturbed? Don't the agents of the 
sudden change of the national anthem know 
that linguistic sexism is a form of linguistic 
violence that can inflict emotional wounds or 
injuries on the affected people?

 Can't the sexist cum ambiguous 
'brotherhood' of the present national anthem 

In the world today, there is constant 
pressure on governments and large 
corporates around the world to take 
the issue of energy transition more 
seriously, pushing many of these 

countries and organisations to set respective 
decarbonisation targets and develop the road 
map to achieve these goals.  At the core of this 
push is the need to ‘green-up’ power genera-
tion through the deployment of renewables 
and other sustainable energy solutions. Both 
Government and Financial Institutions are 
critical players necessary for the development 
of the renewables sector, and are catalysts for 
the adoption of clean energy technologies and 
energy transition as a whole.

 Government is the primary change 
driver, and should dutifully set the tone 
for this development through solid policy 
support, which is a critical factor in sizing 
the addressable market, subsidies and other 
financing incentives, and a nuanced regu-
latory framework tailored to fit the unique 
needs of the nation and encourage investors. 
In Europe, the drive for renewables is cham-
pioned by European Union (EU), through its 
Renewable Energy Directive (RED), and all 
countries within the EU are required to align 

Government and financial institutions: Catalysts 
for financing renewables development in Africa   

Why the linguistic sexism of the new old national anthem?

their respective national clean energy goals to 
the EU’s targets.

 Respective governments in the EU de-
velop their strategy on the back of the RED, 
which includes identifying and pulling the 
different levers within their respective nations 
to ensure that the EU goals are met. 

 To achieve this, each country typically 
focuses on specific technological expertise 
or/and renewable resources that it has most 
in abundance, and seek to develop those 
technologies and resources through subsidies, 
government loans, credit guarantees, etc. 

 For instance, Energy companies in the 
Nordics typically prefer to focus on offshore 
wind due to their world class expertise in 
developing offshore oil and gas assets, e.g. 
Equinor, which is Norway’s National Oil 
Company (NOC) currently invests heavily 
in offshore wind, and is the only large oil and 
gas company that has offshore wind as its core 
energy transition strategy.

 Another example is Ørsted. The Danish gov-
ernment has been pivotal to the success of Ørsted, 
which is a remarkable global leader in renewable 
energy innovation, focused on offshore wind. 

 The Danish government is the majority 
shareholder in Ørsted. The country has made 
significant investments in wind energy, both 
onshore and offshore, and has developed 
one of the most advanced and efficient wind 
power industries in the world. 

 Ørsted, formerly known as DONG En-
ergy, has been at the forefront of this trans-
formation. Ørsted successfully transitioned 
from a fossil fuel-based energy company to a 
green energy leader, with a significant portion 
of its energy production now coming from 

renewable source, primarily offshore wind. 
 Ørsted is the largest developer of offshore 

wind in the world, with an operating capacity 
of ~9GW. This shift not only highlights the 
importance of strong government support 
but also an understanding of comparative 
expertise advantage. 

 Governments in Africa need to identify 
their cheapest and most accessible renewables 
technologies and resource that can be devel-
oped at the desired level of scale, and provide 
some form of subsidies or financing structure 
to encourage investments for the develop-
ment of these sources of renewable power. 

 It is also important to consider if these 
resources can be developed close to an exist-
ing or proposed network infrastructure. As 
governments provide the necessary enabling 
environment for the development of the sector, 
financial institutions also play a pivotal role 
either as financing conduits or direct investors. 

 Financial institutions, including banks, 
plain vanilla and alternative investment firms, 
insurance companies, etc., are not passive 
players in the global economy, and have been 
at the centre of core infrastructural develop-
ment in the world by providing the necessary 
capital, financial expertise, and strategic 
guidance, as well as acting as capital conduits. 

 These institutions have the capacity to en-
able the development and deployment of sus-
tainable energy in Africa. They are powerful 
catalysts capable of driving significant change. 
Hence, government must carry stakeholders 
of key financial institutions along in thinking 
through support and financing schemes for 
the development of renewables. 

 For instance, a significant portion of 

renewables financing in the U.S. comes from 
‘Tax Equity’, which is a complex structure 
of acquiring some quasi-equity interest in a 
renewables asset in return for tax attributes. 
Financial institutions are the primary inves-
tors in this structure, as a result, they provide 
a significant portion of the capital deployed 
in the sector.

 Agreeably, the transition to sustainable 
energy is a complex, multifaceted challenge 
that requires the concerted efforts of various 
stakeholders. Government is the most im-
portant player, while financial institutions, 
with their vast resources and expertise, are 
uniquely positioned to co-lead this charge.

  Through policy support, appropriate 
financing structure, strategic advisory, risk 
management, and support for innovation, 
government and financial institutions can 
collaboratively drive the development and 
adoption of renewable energy solutions.

 In conclusion, as someone who has dedi-
cated a significant portion of my career to the 
financial and energy sectors, I have seen the 
critical role that financial institutions play in 
advancing sustainable energy. As the world 
continues to navigate the challenges of climate 
change and energy security, the insights and 
expertise of professionals in this field are 
invaluable in shaping a sustainable future.

 

be replaced with equally tri-syllabic lexemes 
like 'unity' and 'unison' with semantic 
similitude or 'nationhood' which is another 
tri-syllabic word?

Can't the expressions 'In unity we stand', 
'In unison we stand' or 'For nationhood 
we stand' which all have similar rhythmic 
patterns and hexa-syllabic lines, lyrically and 
musically replace the sexist 'In brotherhood 
we stand'?

Won't the stanza still maintain its 
musicality with the replacement of the 
semantically complex 'brotherhood' just 
as the flower called rose will smell equally 
good when called another name as posited 
by William Shakespeare?

 Can't the gender-neutral word 'nativeland' 
used initially on line two of stanza one of 
the recent national anthem replace the 
gender-specific 'motherland' on line six of 
the same stanza one of the national anthem 
to eliminate the second linguistic element of 
sexism or sexist communication? Won't it 
just simply look like a stylistic foregrounding 
or repetition for emphasis of the word 
'nativeland' as the terminal lexeme of the 
second and sixth lines of the first stanza of 
the anthem?

Is the repetition of the tri-syllabic word 
'nativeland' not lyrically or musically better 
than the use of the bi-syllabic 'homeland' 
which will affect the syllabic cum rhythmic 
pattern of the final line of the first stanza of 
the national anthem?

 Can't the androgynous bi-syllabic 
indefinite pronoun 'no one' also serve as the 
gender-neutral linguistic alternative of the 
misogynistic 'no man' on line four of stanza 
three of the present new old national anthem 
somehow imposed on the citizens?

Can't the replacement of 'no man' with 'no 
one' even go unnoticed if silently done before 

Ugbegua is an expert in providing financial and capi-
tal advisory to companies in the power & renewables 
sector, with experience across the major markets of 
the world, particularly Europe and North America. 
He is a Chartered Accountant and a CFA Charter-
holder
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As Aubrey Norton, the esteemed 
leader of Guyana's opposition, 
arrives in Lagos, Nigeria, a 
profound opportunity for 
cross-cultural exchange and 

political enrichment presents itself. Under 
the auspices of the Olusegun Obasanjo 
Presidential Library Foundation, Norton's 
visit facilitates a conf luence of ideas 
with Nigeria's luminaries in governance, 
commerce, and civil society. Notably, he 
has been in politics from the age of 15. He is 
now 67. His ascension to leadership contrasts 
with the prevailing gerontocratic landscape 
in Nigeria.

 Norton's distinguished background 
as a political scientist and international 
relations scholar, and champion of social 
justice renders his perspective uniquely 
valuable. His emotional affinity for Africa, 
particularly Nigeria, underscores the complex 
intersections between the Caribbean and 
African diasporic experiences.

 While acknowledging the historical and 
cultural nuances that distinguish the two 
regions, Norton's visit offers a chance for 
Nigerian politicians, business leaders, and 
academics to engage in a rich exchange of 
ideas. By embracing the complexities of their 
shared heritage, they may foster a deeper 
understanding of their place within the 
global African diaspora.

 The visit also presents an opportunity for 
comparative analysis of opposition politics 
in Nigeria and Guyana, revealing intriguing 
parallels and divergences shaped by distinct 
historical, cultural, and political contexts. 
Both nations grapple with challenges in 
holding power, electoral irregularities, and 
polarisation along ethnic or regional lines.

 Norton's leadership style, commitment to 
social justice, and coalition-building acumen 
offer valuable lessons for opposition elements 
in Nigeria, including Peter Obi, Atiku 
Abubakar, and Rabiu Musa Kwankwaso. It 
also serves as a lesson for those in power since 
the ruling People's Progressive Party (PPP) in 
Guyana was also in opposition between 2015 
and 2020, like Nigeria’s People’s Democratic 
Party (PDP) that also lost power to the present 
ruling All Progressives Congress (APC) in 
Nigeria also in 2015. 

As Nigeria leaders navigate their 
democrat ic odyssey, they may draw 
inspiration from Norton's experiences and 
the insights gleaned from this visit. It is 
instructive that Obasanjo played the role 
expected of a statesman, choosing leaders 
to meet across party lines, the business 
community and the academia. They include, 

As Guyanese opposition leader, 
Norton, visits Nigeria

proponent of transparency and accountability 
in government, exposing corruption and 
mismanagement, and ensuring that those in 
power are held accountable for their actions. 
This has fostered trust in government and 
promoted a culture of good governance. If 
Nigeria must move forward this should be 
the bedrock of opposition politics in the any 
democracy.

 Norton’s pivotal role in fostering national 
unity, bridging ethnic and regional divides, 
and promoting reconciliation and inclusivity, 
should guide our leaders to build a more 
cohesive and harmonious society. However, 
his impact has not been without challenges. 
He has faced backlash from the government, 
including attempts to silence him and limit 
his ability to operate effectively.

 The specter of political harassment, 
intimidation, arrest, and detention has been 
a significant hurdle for Norton, highlighting 
the imperative for Nigerian leaders to 
uphold the sacrosanct nature of dissenting 
voices in a democratic polity. The stifling of 
oppositional voices can only lead to a stifling 
of innovation, creativity, and progress.

 Moreover, the ruling party's penchant 
for disseminating disinformation and 
propaganda through state-controlled media 
outlets has served to obfuscate the truth and 
malign Norton's character. This egregious 
abuse of state resources for partisan gain is 
a stark warning to Nigerian leaders of the 
dangers of exploiting state machinery for 
political expediency. In addition, Norton is 
leading the fight for a clear voters’ list and 
biometrics. In this quest, he is surrounded 
by young, upcoming politicians that he is 
engaging, mentoring and training as he 
prepares his political party, the PNCR for 
the future

 The electoral landscape in Guyana has 
been marred by allegations of manipulation 
and chicanery, serving as a cautionary 
tale for Nigerian leaders to ensure the 
integrity of their own electoral processes. 
The marginalisation of opposition parties has 
also highlighted the importance of treating 
all political parties with equanimity and 
providing equal access to resources.

 And, the polarised and div isive 
nature of Guyanese politics serves as a 
stark reminder to Nigerian leaders of the 
imperative to promote national unity 
and inclusive governance. By embracing 
a more conciliatory approach, Nigerian 
leaders can foster a more harmonious and 
cohesive polity. These challenges faced by the 
‘youngish’ Norton in Guyana offer a salutary 
lesson for Nigerian leaders. By heeding 
these cautionary tales, Nigerian leaders 
can strengthen their country's democratic 
foundations, promote political tolerance, 
and ensure a more inclusive and equitable 
governance structure for all citizens.

 
 

Vice President Kashim Shettima, Senate 
President Godswill Akpabio, Labour Party’s 
Peter Obi and PDP governors Seyi Makinde 
(Oyo) and Peter Mbah, as well as APC’s Dapo 
Abiodun (Ogun) and Babajide Sanwo-Olu 
(Lagos); Africa’s richest man Aliko Dangote 
and Nuhu Yakubu, other statesmen like 
Emeka Anyaoku and some select traditional 
rulers. 

 Norton, a powerful voice in Guyanese 
politics, galvanising movements to combat 
social and economic injustices faced by Afro-
Guyanese and marginalised groups. His 
unwavering commitment to equality, human 
rights, and the rule of law offers a paradigm 
worthy of emulation by Nigerian leaders, 
both within and outside the government.

 As a politician, Norton has witnessed 
firsthand the systemic inequalities that 
perpetuate poverty, inequality, and social 
exclusion, shaping his political ideology to 
emphasise empowerment, inclusivity, and 
social justice. His vocal criticism of the ruling 
PPP government has held them accountable 
for their actions, advocating for transparency 
and accountability. Norton has championed 
constitutional reform, electoral reform, and 
social justice, recognising these as essential 
for building a more equitable and just society.

Nigerian leaders would benefit from 
inquiring about Norton's navigation of 
complex political landscapes, his ability 
to connect with diverse groups, and his 
coalition-building with other political 
parties, civil society organisations, and 
trade unions. His charisma and conviction 
have inspired a new generation of Guyanese 
to become involved in politics and demand 
change, offering a valuable lesson for Nigerian 
opposition elements.

 While contexts may differ, opposition 
leaders can draw inspiration from Norton's 
background and leadership style to enhance 
their own political journeys and address 
Nigeria's challenges in opposition politics. 
Prioritising engagement with constituents, 
listening to their concerns, and advocating 
for their welfare can help build trust and 
loyalty.

Norton's leadership style, characterised 
by conviction, courage, and resilience, 
offers a valuable model for Nigerian 
opposition politicians. His commitment 
to social justice, demonstrated through 
advocacy for marginalised communities and 
policies promoting equality and fairness, is 
particularly noteworthy. Additionally, his 
ability to build coalitions and collaborate 
with stakeholders is a valuable asset, 
demonstrating the importance of unity and 
cooperation in achieving common objectives.

However, Norton's journey has not 
been without challenges. His meteoric rise 
might have been hindered by various forces, 
especially those in power. The travails of Dr. 
Aubrey Norton under the ruling People's 
Progressive Party (PPP) offer a poignant 
paradigm for Nigerian leaders to ponder. 
Norton's significant contributions have 
been his unrelenting critique of government 
policies, ensuring accountability and 
fostering a culture of debate and discussion.

A steadfast advocate for constitutional 
reforms, championing changes to address 
issues like electoral deadlocks and ensure 
a seamless transfer of power, Norton 
has significantly strengthened Guyana's 
democratic institutions, promoting a more 
inclusive and representative political system. 
Furthermore, Norton has been a vocal 

KUNLE SOMORIN

Somorin, former Chief Press Secretary to Governor 
Dapo Abiodun, writes from Ajala-Obafemi Village in 
Abeokuta
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As the world grapples with the twin 
challenges of economic development 
and environmental sustainability, 
nations are increasingly exploring 
innovative financial mechanisms to 

foster green investments. One promising approach 
is leveraging National Wealth Funds (NWFs) to 
drive investments in renewable energy, sustainable 
infrastructure, and other environmentally friendly 
initiatives. For nations in the Global South, which 
are often characterised by rapid population growth, 
urbanisation, and developmental needs, the 
linkage of NWFs to green investment presents a 
viable pathway for achieving sustainable economic 
growth. This paper examines successful case 
studies from the Global North, where countries 
have effectively integrated their sovereign wealth 
funds and public investment strategies with green 
initiatives. By drawing on these examples, Global 
South nations can chart a course towards a more 
sustainable and prosperous future.

 The Global South, comprising primarily 
developing countries in Africa, Latin America, 
Asia, and Oceania, faces unique challenges and 
opportunities when it comes to economic growth 
and sustainable development. One innovative 
approach to addressing these challenges is to 
link national wealth funds to green investments. 
This means leveraging Sovereign Wealth Funds 
(SWFs) to finance projects that not only yield 
economic returns but also promote environmental 
sustainability. Here’s a roadmap for how Global 
South nations can effectively pursue this strategy:

 
One. Establishing or Reorienting National 
Wealth Funds
To effectively harness SWFs for driving sustainable 
development, countries must first engage in a 
comprehensive assessment and realignment of 
their existing SWF structures and investment 
portfolios. This involves critically evaluating 
the current mandates and performance of their 
SWFs to identify opportunities for integrating 
green investment objectives. For nations that 
lack a SWF, establishing one with a strong, clear 
mandate focused on promoting renewable energy, 
sustainable agriculture, and green infrastructure 
should be prioritized. However, this shift towards 
sustainable investment is not solely a matter of 
financial strategy; it necessitates the development 
or amendment of legal frameworks to ensure 
sustainability is ingrained within the fund's core 
objectives. Legislative support is crucial, and 
it should include the establishment of specific 
sustainability targets that guide the SWF’s 
investment decisions. By embedding these green 
investment criteria into the legal mandates 
governing SWFs, countries can create a stable and 
predictable environment that fosters long-term 
commitment to sustainable development.

 
Two. Creating a Green Investment Framework
To effectively integrate sustainability into national 
economic planning, countries should develop a 
robust green investment framework that aligns 
with national development goals, international 
commitments like the Paris Agreement, and the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). This 
strategic planning initiative will serve as a guiding 
blueprint for directing financial resources towards 
sustainable practices and projects. It is essential 
to identify and focus on sectors with the highest 
potential for green growth, such as renewable 
energy, energy efficiency, sustainable farming, 
and eco-tourism. These sectors not only promise 
significant environmental benefits but also have 
the potential to drive economic growth, generate 
employment, and enhance national well-being. 
By targeting investments in these high-impact 

including those related to industry, energy, 
and agriculture. This integration facilitates a 
cohesive approach that leverages the strengths 
of various sectors towards a unified goal of 
sustainability. Additionally, implementing policies 
that incentivize green investments, such as offering 
tax breaks for renewable energy projects, can 
significantly enhance their appeal and feasibility. 
Simultaneously, introducing regulations that 
phase out subsidies for fossil fuels will help to shift 
financial support away from environmentally 
harmful practices, thereby fostering a more 
sustainable economic landscape.

 
Seven. Creating an Enabling Environment
Investing in green infrastructure—such as smart 
grids, public transportation systems, and advanced 
waste management facilities—is essential for 
supporting the transition to a sustainable economy. 
These investments not only facilitate the efficient 
use of resources but also reduce environmental 
impacts, paving the way for long-term economic 
and ecological benefits. Complementing these 

Harnessing National Wealth Funds for green 
investment: A pathway to sustainable economic 
growth for global south nations
areas, countries can create a sustainable economic 
ecosystem that supports long-term prosperity 
while fulfilling their international obligations 
and safeguarding natural resources for future 
generations.

 
Three. Building Capacity and Expertise
Investing in human capital is essential for the 
successful integration of sustainability into national 
investment strategies, necessitating comprehensive 
training programs for policymakers, fund 
managers, and other stakeholders on sustainable 
finance and green technologies. Equipping these 
key players with the requisite knowledge and 
skills ensures informed decision-making and 
effective implementation of green investments. 
Furthermore, establ ishing col laborat ive 
partnerships with international organizations, 
financial institutions, and other countries is crucial 
for the exchange of knowledge, technical expertise, 
and best practices. Such alliances facilitate resource 
sharing and innovation, thereby accelerating the 
adoption and impact of sustainable investment 

 
Ten. Long-term Vision and Adaptability
Adaptive management and visionary leadership 
are crucial for achieving sustainable green 
growth. Adaptive management emphasizes the 
importance of remaining flexible and responsive, 
adjusting strategies based on outcomes, feedback, 
and evolving global conditions to maintain 
resilience and effectiveness. This approach 
ensures that policies and actions remain relevant 
and impactful amid changing circumstances. 
Visionary leadership, on the other hand, involves 
crafting and communicating a clear, long-term 
vision for green growth that inspires and mobilizes 
all sectors of society. By providing a compelling 
roadmap for the future, visionary leaders can 
galvanize collective efforts towards sustainable 
goals, fostering a unified commitment across 
communities, businesses, and civil society 
organizations. Together, these elements create a 
dynamic framework that supports continuous 
improvement and widespread engagement in the 
pursuit of environmental sustainability.

 Surmising, by linking national wealth funds 
to green investments, Global South nations can 
not only stimulate economic growth but also 
ensure that growth is sustainable and inclusive. 
This strategy can help bridge financial gaps, foster 
innovation, and build resilience against climate 
change, ultimately paving the way for a more 
prosperous and sustainable future.

 Let's explore a few examples from Global North 
nations illustrate the successful implementation 
of integrated approaches to sustainability. For 
instance, countries like Germany and Sweden 
have pioneered adaptive management strategies 
by continuously refining their renewable energy 
policies in response to technological advances 
and market feedback, creating resilient and 
adaptable energy systems. Additionally, nations 
such as Denmark have demonstrated visionary 
leadership by setting ambitious long-term goals 
for carbon neutrality, articulating clear visions 
that have mobilized both the public and private 
sectors towards a sustainable future. These 
countries harness digital tools and platforms to 
enhance transparency and efficiency in green 
investments, employing blockchain and artificial 
intelligence to optimize resource allocation and 
track environmental outcomes. Collectively, these 
examples showcase how adaptability, innovation, 
and visionary leadership can synergize to foster 
sustainable development on a large scale, providing 
valuable blueprints for other regions to follow.

 Nonetheless, several Global North nations 
have successfully linked their SWFs and national 
investment strategies to green investments. These 
examples provide valuable lessons for Global South 
nations aiming to implement similar approaches. 
Here are a few notable cases:

 
One. Norway's Government Pension Fund Global 
(GPFG)
Often referred to as the Norwegian Oil Fund, 
the Government Pension Fund Global (GPFG) 
is one of the world's largest sovereign wealth 
funds. Since 2004, GPFG has operated under 
ethical guidelines encompassing environmental, 
social, and governance (ESG) criteria, which 
mandate the exclusion of companies that 
severely harm the environment. Demonstrating 
a growing commitment to sustainability, GPFG 
has significantly increased its investments in 
renewable energy infrastructure, including wind 
and solar power projects. In a notable move towards 
green investment, Norway established a specific 
mandate in 2020, allowing the GPFG to allocate 
up to 2% of its assets in unlisted renewable energy 
infrastructure.

 
Two. Ireland Strategic Investment Fund (ISIF)
Established in 2014, the Ireland Strategic 
Investment Fund (ISIF) focuses on investments 
that boost economic activity and employment 
in Ireland. A key aspect of ISIF's strategy is the 

practices on a global scale. By focusing on human 
capital and fostering robust partnerships, nations 
can enhance their capacity to drive sustainable 
development and achieve their environmental and 
economic objectives.

 
Four. Mobilising Funds
International collaboration is vital to securing 
the necessary funding, technology transfer, and 
technical assistance from developed countries 
and international organizations. This can be 
achieved through various financial mechanisms 
such as climate funds, development banks, and 
other specialized channels dedicated to promoting 
sustainable development. Additionally, employing 
blended finance models is crucial for leveraging 
public sovereign wealth fund (SWF) resources with 
private capital. This approach de-risks investments, 
making them more attractive to private sector 
participants and thus catalyzing larger-scale 
involvement in green projects. Issuing green bonds 
specifically earmarked for sustainable initiatives 
can effectively raise essential funds, with the SWF 
serving as a guarantor to enhance these bonds' 
credibility and appeal. These integrated strategies 
pave the way for mobilising substantial financial 
and technological resources, accelerating the 
transition towards a sustainable and low-carbon 
economy.

 
Five. Ensuring Accountability and Transparency
Establishing rigorous monitoring and evaluation 
mechanisms to track the performance and impact 
of green investments is essential for maintaining 
transparency and accountability. This involves 
regular reporting to stakeholders, including the 
public, to ensure that all parties are informed 
about the progress and effectiveness of sustainable 
initiatives. Additionally, engaging independent 
auditors to periodically review and verify both 
the environmental and financial performance of 
these investments adds an extra layer of credibility. 
Third-party audits help to ensure that the reported 
outcomes are accurate and trustworthy, thereby 
reinforcing confidence among stakeholders and 
promoting continuous improvement in sustainable 
investment practices.

 
Six. Policy Integration and Cohesion
To maximise synergies and avoid conflicts, it is 
crucial to ensure that green investment strategies 
are harmonized with broader economic policies, 

efforts, it is imperative to strengthen legal and 
institutional frameworks to create a conducive 
environment for green investment. This includes 
enacting robust environmental regulations, 
effective land use planning, and comprehensive 
resource management policies. Together, these 
measures will ensure that governance structures 
support sustainable development goals, fostering 
a resilient and green economy.

 
Eight. Community Engagement and Social 
Inclusion
Engaging with local communities, businesses, and 
civil society organizations is essential to ensure that 
green investments are inclusive and deliver social as 
well as environmental benefits. By fostering active 
stakeholder participation, these investments can be 
tailored to address the unique needs and priorities 
of diverse groups, enhancing overall community 
support and effectiveness. Complementing this 
approach, it is crucial to promote education 
and awareness initiatives aimed at building a 
culture of sustainability and environmental 
stewardship. Through comprehensive educational 
programs and outreach efforts, we can empower 
individuals to make informed decisions and take 
meaningful actions that contribute to a sustainable 
future. Together, these strategies create a robust 
framework for integrating social inclusivity with 
environmental responsibility.

 
Nine. Leveraging Technology and Innovation
Investing in research and development (R&D) for 
green technologies and innovation is crucial for 
creating homegrown solutions that are tailored to 
local contexts and conditions. By fostering a robust 
R&D environment, we can drive the development 
of sustainable technologies that not only meet local 
needs but also contribute to global environmental 
goals. Complementing this focus on innovation, 
the integration of digital tools and platforms—
such as blockchain and artificial intelligence—
can significantly enhance the transparency, 
efficiency, and overall impact of green investments. 
These cutting-edge technologies offer powerful 
mechanisms for monitoring progress, ensuring 
accountability, and optimizing resource allocation, 
thereby maximizing the benefits of green initiatives. 
Together, these efforts create a dynamic ecosystem 
that supports sustainable development through 
both technological advancement and digital 
innovation.

OJO EMMANUEL ADEMOLA 
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In the wake of family collapse, 
a writer and her two young 
sons move to London. The 
process of upheaval is the 
catalyst for a number of tran-

sitions—personal, moral, artistic, 
practical—as she endeavours to 
construct a new reality for herself 
and her children. In the city she is 
made to confront aspects of living 
she has, until now, avoided, and to 
consider questions of vulnerability 
and power, death and renewal, in 
what becomes her struggle to reat-
tach herself to, and believe in, life.

Filtered through the impersonal 
gaze of its keenly intelligent pro-
tagonist, Transit sees Rachel Cusk 
delve deeper into the themes first 
raised in her critically acclaimed 
Outline, and offers up a penetrating 
and moving reflection on child-
hood and fate, the value of suffer-
ing, the moral problems of personal 
responsibility, and the mystery of 
change. In this precise, short, and 
yet epic cycle of novels, Cusk man-
ages to describe the most elemental 
experiences, the liminal qualities 
of life, through a narrative near-si-
lence that draws language toward 
it. She captures with unsettling re-
straint and honesty the longing to 
both inhabit and flee one's life and 
the wrenching ambivalence ani-
mating our desire to feel real.

In Transit, for instance, we hear 
from an ex-boyfriend (he lost a dog 
and got into a relationship); from a 
writer who reads with Faye at a fes-
tival (he was tormented by his cru-
el stepfather); from a student who 
comes to her for tutorials (she is ob-
sessed with the life of an American 
painter); and from her builder (his 
father mocked him when he built 
a beautiful house in the woods at 
home in Poland). It sounds as if I’m 
describing a succession of linked 
short stories, but that isn’t quite 
how it reads. The different stories 
somehow don’t exist in separate 
compartments, and they don’t offer, 
at the point when they’re dropped, 
any neat lift of completion. Faye’s 
own underlying story – a divorce, a 
move back to London, the purchase 
of a flat, building work, conflict 
with nightmare neighbours down-
stairs – remains the core of the 
book, the thread on which the rest 
is strung. Chapters are punctuated 
by more or less desperate calls from 
her younger son, who is staying at 
his father’s while the building work 
is done. Towards the end of the 
novel, touched in with great deli-

cacy, there’s an emerging love story.
This way of sequencing narrative 

feels like an elegant formal solution 
to the problem of the sheer force of 
personality in Cusk’s writing. It’s a 
striking gesture of relinquishment. 
Faye’s story contends for space 
against all these others, and the nov-
el’s meaning is devolved out from 
its centre in her to a succession of 
characters. It’s a radically different 
way of imagining a self, too – Faye’s 
self. She’s never merged inside the 
others’ stories, she doesn’t give her-
self over to them; on the contrary, 
there is as much antagonism as 
there is sympathy in her relations to 
all these others; and many of them 
misread her, or criticise her. Faye 
is fairly guarded, too; she often re-
ceives their stories in silence, or her 
questioning only elicits more narra-
tion. And yet there she is, crowded 
in among them all on the page – 
not one with them, but immersed 
among them. As a way of represent-
ing the involuntary immersion of 
our individual selves in a teeming, 
crowded world, it’s rather brilliant.

Faye is helpless to resist these 
tales which bump up accidentally 
against her, which are delivered to 
her unsolicited and yet only come 

into being through her listening. 
This novel feels like a very active 
form of listening: not a particularly 
kindly listening, but not a satiri-
cal one either. Either sympathy or 
mockery would feel more water-

tight, as listening positions, than 
what happens here. It’s as if Faye’s 
narrative is flooded with other sto-
ries, invaded by them; at times they 
almost override her own trajectory. 
Even when, at the end of the book, 
her own story suggests a closure of 
a kind, all those others’ stories re-
main incomplete, still insisting on 
our attention.

 The novel’s language is spare 
and vivid and exact, never inflated. 
There’s no exaggerated effort to imi-

tate the accents or voices of the var-
ious storytellers, and yet the prose 
is scrupulously attentive to the 
gritty detail in what they tell. This 
is Pavel the builder: “He had come 
to England and worked for a few 
months building the new terminal 
at Heathrow, being routinely sacked 
on a Friday night and rehired on a 
Monday, because the building com-
pany never knew in advance how 
many labourers they’d need.” All 
these stories count, they’re urgent, 
it’s important to get them down: not 
only the Polish builder’s troubles 
but also the hairdresser realising he 
doesn’t want to go out clubbing any 
more, and the friend who is late for 
a coffee because her sprinkler sys-
tem just malfunctioned, drenching 
her house and all her clothes.

In Faye’s strange phase of 
near-passivity, waiting for her new 
life to begin, she functions almost 
as a recording angel, giving herself 
over in her vulnerable openness 
to what they need to tell. Colour-
ing everything, like dark ink in the 
clear water of this prose, is a per-
vasive mood of melancholy and 
controlled excitement which is very 
visual – Cusk is brilliant at interiors, 
capturing a city busy changing itself 
at feverish speed. Her austere, ru-
minative voice doesn’t sound quite 
like any other writer’s; she never 
gushes or confesses.

In the morning it was still dark 
when I got up. Downstairs the ru-
ins of dinner remained on the table. 
The melted candles were hardened 
into sprawling shapes. Jake’s book 
lay open on the chair … Through 
the windows a strange subterranean 
light was rising, barely distinguish-
able from darkness. I felt change 
moving beneath me, moving deep 
beneath the surface of things, like 
the plates of earth blindly moving 
in their black traces.

All too often there is a trade-
off between formal experiments 
in literature and reading pleasure, 
but the joy of Transit is that it’s so 
eminently readable. One of Faye’s 
fellow writers at the festival is dis-
appointed that people have found 
his thousand-page novel tediously 
long; he was only trying to capture 
the “low-lying truth of his ordinary 
existence” where nothing eventful 
happened. And yet this writer ad-
mits himself that when he choos-
es a passage to read out, he too is 
drawn to those rare places where 
the point is concentrated and “life 
could be observed in a meaningful 
arrangement”. Transit steers with 
stylishness and grace between the 
low-lying truths and the significant 
dramas we compose for ourselves 
out of the accidents which befall 
us. Offering no hostages to con-
vention, it’s somehow page-turning 
enthralling and charged with the 
power to move. Cusk has tuned in 
to our curiosity about the lives of 
others, and composed out of that 
curiosity something capacious and 
generous, making room for all the 
contradictory stories clamouring 
for space on her page.
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CHIDO NWAKANMA

Digital Media & Social Movements in focus at 
inaugural PAU Press and CORA Book reading 

The 2024 book Digital 
Media & Social Move-
ments by Dr Nwachuk-
wu Egbunike will be the 
first serving at the PAU 

Booklogue, organised by Pan Atlantic 
University Press and the Committee 
for Relevant Art (CORA). Discus-
sants will include the author, a panel 
of lecturers from the School of Media 
& Communication, and two biblio-
philes from CORA. 

PAU Booklogue is a quarterly 
book reading and discussion series 

The metaphoric title of "Memoirs of a 
Cow Without a Tail" by Olugbenga 
Ben Ogunmoyela invites readers to a 

rich narrative and provokes thought about the 
book's promise. 

Ogunmoyela draws on his experiences 
and knowledge as a teacher and leader to ex-
plain complex ideas using a metaphor. At first 
glance, the reader imagines another poverty 
narrative in the mould of the shoeless former 
president.  Not so, however, as his usage of the 
phrase is more profound.

Memoirs of a Cow Without a Tail is mostly 
a growing-up narrative. It tells of Ogunmoyela’s 
journey into adulthood and is a tribute to Gov-
ernment College, Ibadan, his foundation. The 
GCI experience gets more play than his time 
at the University of Ibadan.  The book harps on 
virtues Ogunmoyela fears the Nigerian society 
is losing. 

Ogunmoyela’s industry experience 
is thrilling for its courage and detailing 
of intrigues during his long experience at 
Cadbury Nigerian and relatively short but 
impactful stay at Honeywell Flour Mills. His 
Cadbury experience with his GCI classmate 
as MD is bitter-sweet, but this is his account. 
Will it provoke the other side of the story? 

A Cow Without A Tail is a 70th birthday 
marker by the author “to immortalise the 
phases and facets of my sojourn on this side 
of the divide”. He affirms, “One thing that has 
stood out each time I go down memory lane 
is that while my life typifies the proverbial Cow 
Without A Tail who is vulnerable and often de-
fenceless against the swarm of flies who perch 
on it from time to time, God has continued to 
be my Helper and Defence.”

Over 400 pages, Memoirs of A Cow With-
out A Tail takes the reader through a prologue, 
foreword, six sections and an epilogue. The 
sections are The Dreamer (chapters 1 to 9), 
The Explorer (chapters 10-12,) The Builder 
(13-19), The Mentor (chapter 20), The Disciple 
(21-23) and Ten Life Lessons.

We meet Ogunmoyela’s paternal grand-
parents, parents, siblings, schoolmates, and 
children. Ogunmoyrla was one of nine chil-
dren of Elder Victor Babatunde Thomas 
Ogunmoyela, a civil servant who served as an 
Education Inspector. We feel the pain of the 
loss of his first wife and his joy in remarrying 
well. 

His father made him repeat Standard Six 
despite his excellent results. The foresighted 
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The Open Education Database lists Things Fall Apart... 

For many centuries, books have been one 
of humankind's central forms of enter-
tainment. Readers worldwide invest 

countless hours escaping into new and unique 
worlds, losing themselves in the words and 
pages of books from various genres. While all 
books affect readers in different ways, histo-
ry has shown that some books can reach and 
impact large groups of people so that they 
are forever changed. These books can share 
knowledge, inspiration, and discoveries in 
various fields. They teach, influence, and alter 
the way we think. Sometimes, these books are 
so important and enlightening that they help 
the world and its people evolve. The following 
books have done just that. Educating and in-
forming readers in politics and government, 
creating new standards in literature, challeng-
ing societal norms, and advancing academic 
thought in the schools of science and religion 
are top 50 books that changed the world.

Politics and Government

These titles represent some of the most in-
fluential books on politics, economics, and 
philosophy. Each has impacted the way we 
understand governance.

1.The Republic, Plato.  Written around 
380 BCE, this text is considered one of the 
most influential pieces ever written. The Re-
public  observes justice in man and politics 
and discusses the philosopher's role in society. 
Many of the intellectual concepts in The Re-
public are still discussed today. Still, the text 
is also an important historical document that 
gives historians a snapshot of Greece in its 
writing.

2.The Communist Manifesto  by Karl 
Marx and Friedrich Engels. One of the most 
recognised and popular political texts ever 
written,  The Communist Manifesto  details 
the class struggle in society and traces its be-
ginnings in history. The document highlights 
the problems of capitalism and capitalist pro-
duction and how these structures impact the 
political and societal landscape.

3.The Rights of Man  by Thomas 
Paine. The Rights of Man argues that political 
revolution is acceptable and permissible when 
a government fails to protect its citizens' natu-
ral rights. Written as a defence of the French 
Revolution, Paine's 1791 book was widely 
circulated and challenged all societal insti-
tutions that didn't benefit the nation overall, 
including institutions such as monarchies and 
aristocracies.

4.Common Sense  by Thomas 
Paine.  Published anonymously in 1776, 
this pamphlet supported the Americans in 
their fight for independence from the British 
during the American Revolution. The pam-
phlet encouraged the people in the American 
Colonies to resist the leaders from Great Brit-

initiated by Pan-Atlantic University 
(PAU) Press and the Committee for 
Relevant Arts (CORA).  

Head of Pan-Atlantic University 
Press, Dr Nwachukwu Egbunike, said 
the “PAU Booklogue is a novel initia-
tive that applies scholarship to society 
and features and spotlights books and 
authors published by PAU Press in a 
‘town-gown’ setting.”

Dr Egbunike added, “Since re-
structuring PAU Press in 2022, it has 
grown from modest origins into a 
full-fledged university unit, advanc-

man thought Gbenga was too young to be 
in secondary school. A year later, he entered 
GCI and was better prepared physically and 
psychologically. At GCI, he learned adapta-
tion, resilience, time management, focus, and 
discipline.

The author shares his educational and 
professional journey. The book addresses these 
two sides of his life while the religious seeps out 
of every page.

Ogunmoyela turns his experiences into 
reflections and insights on life. Underlying ev-
erything is the place of values, principles, and 
faith. 

The title creates the impression of a life of 
struggle with the metaphor of a cow without a 
tail. It overwhelms the book with pathos rather 
than exuberant celebration. Yet he recounts a 
household that was a shelter for many from the 
storms of life. The author affirms, “God helped 
us along the way, and we were never lacking” 
(p.30). Or on his admission to Government 
College, Ibadan: “I was grateful because al-
though this cow had no tail or special privileg-
es, God secured a spot for me in the school. At 
the time Kayode, my older brother, and I were 
entering secondary school, our father did not 
have to seek any connections whatsoever.”

Without a nuanced view, the reader would 
ask, pray, which cow had no tail? Ogunmoyela 
was born into a solid middle-class family. His 
father was upper middle by his status then. 
The author and his siblings maintained that 
socio-economic status. 

ing the scholarly conversation in 
many disciplines with a wide range 
of books. PAU books include The Na-
ture of Human Beings, Fundamen-
tals of Business Ethics, Public Health 
in Africa: Sustainability Paradigm, 
Digital Youth and Social Movements, 
Structure of the Nigerian Economy, a 
Beginners Guide to Logic & Critical 
Thinking, and Issues in Media Eth-
ics.”

Egbunike, also a Senior Lecturer 
at the School of Media and Commu-
nication, Pan-Atlantic University, was 

Before turning to the Ten Life Lessons, 
a must-read, Ogunmoyela offers the reader 
many lessons throughout the book. Here are 
five:

1.“You are responsible for whatever chang-
es you want in your environment and commu-
nity. 

2.Life will always offer you the opportunity 
to make a difference. It is up to you to seize it 
or let it pass. 

3.Sometimes, you will suffer for being a 
voice of truth and change. Taking a stand for 
justice in matters of integrity will always come 
at a personal cost to you. 

4.Everyone has a seed of leadership, and 
you are already a leader if you care to allow that 
seed to germinate. 

5.I quickly learned that a leader must be 
exemplary in conduct, carriage, and every 
ramification”.

Memoirs of a Cow Without A Tail is a 
profound book of reflections and deserves 
reading by young and old alike. It will guide 
young readers and cause older ones to pause 

delighted about the development. 
 “The initiative is expected to gen-

erate robust conversations revolving 
around the thematic engagements 
of our publications while addressing 
critical social issues”, he stated. “This 
also advances the idea of a dynamic 
press as conceived by the Vice Chan-
cellor of Pan-Atlantic University, Pro-
fessor Enase Okonedo, who is keen 
on the press meeting the University’s 
strategic goals.”

In a similar vein, the Programme 
Chair of CORA, Mr Jahman Anikul-

apo, said, “The idea of the Booklogue 
fits in well with CORA’s mandate to 
deepen literacy in the society, espe-
cially through its literacy campaign 
project, the BOOKTREK, launched 
over a decade ago on the side of our 
prime project the Lagos Book & Art 
Festival, LABAF, which clocks 26 
years this November.”

The first edition of PAU Book-
logue is slated for August 2024 and 
will culminate in a book discussion 
segment during the annual Lagos 
Book & Arts Festival in November.

A thrilling narrative of a life of courage
Olugbenga Ben Ogunmoyela (2023), Memoirs Of A Cow Without A Tail. 
Writables Creative Solutions. ISBN: 979-885-292-852-8

BOOK REVIEW

plot-driven model of 19th-century novels. The supporting 
cast is incredibly well drawn, and the events are moved for-
ward by the differing perspectives that experience them, 
writing techniques that have been emulated endlessly since 
the novel's publication.

20.Madame Bovary by Gustave Flaubert. Flaubert's 
story of a woman who engages in adulterous affairs in an 
attempt to escape from a loveless marriage was subjected to 
heavy censorship when it was published, and Flaubert was 
taken to trial over the novel. After his acquittal, Madame 
Bovary became renowned as a masterpiece of the Realism 
movement.

21.Arabian Nights, translated by Andrew Lang. This 
English version of One Thousand and One Nights retells 
the ancient stories that have now become popularised 
around the world, including the plight of Scheherazade, the 
adventures of Aladdin, and the voyages of Sinbad.

22.One Hundred Years of Solitude by Gabriel Garcia 
Marquez.  Considered one of the most significant novels 
in the Spanish literary canon, One Hundred Years of Soli-
tude tells the story of the Buena family over several genera-
tions. The style and themes in the novel are seen to be rep-
resentative of a unique Latin American literary movement 
of the 1960s: Magical Realism.

23.War and Peace  by Leo Tolstoy.  Though Tolstoy 
hesitated to call this a novel, War and Peace is often includ-
ed in discussions of the best novels ever. Chronicling the 
French invasion of Russia in 1812, the book looks at the 
psychological effects of the war and the philosophical dis-
cussions it created.

24.The Tale of Genji by Murasaki Shikibu. Written 
at the beginning of the 11th century, The Tale of Genji is 
often called the first novel. While it does not have a plot by 
definition, the story does have many elements of a modern 
novel, including a main character, a supporting cast, and 
characterisation. Translation of this novel has proved diffi-
cult, but most still consider it the first and most outstanding 
work in Japanese literature.

25.Uncle Tom's Cabin  by Harriett Beech-
er Stowe.  Written by a middle-aged white woman in 
1851, Uncle Tom's Cabin has been credited for changing 
the views of slavery in the North. It continues to serve as a 
reminder of the effects of slavery and other inhumane acts.

26.Crime and Punishment  by Fyodor Dosto-
yevsky.  While Fyodor Dostoyevsky has written several 
works that could be considered some of the most influen-
tial ever published, Crime and Punishment stands above 
the rest as one of the best books ever written. This novel 
explores the mind of an individualistic person from within, 
challenging the rules of crime and punishment as they ap-
ply to the main character and the people around him.

27.Things Fall Apart  by Chinua Achebe. This 1958 
novel's theme of preserving cultural history in the face of 
Western domination gave voice to the oppressed people in 
Africa and caught the world's attention. It is still widely read 
and studied as an example of colonialism's damage.

28.Faust  by Johann Wolfgang von Goethe.  Faust  is 
a tragic play but has long been considered the single most 
outstanding work in German literature. The tale tells of 
Faust selling his soul to the devil for worldly knowledge and 
pleasures. This story has an immeasurable influence on art, 

authors.

Society

These are the most influential books impacting so-
ciety, texts that helped change people's views on rac-
ism, feminism, consumption, and language.

31.The Diary of a Young Girl  by Anne 
Frank. This landmark book is built from the actual 
diary kept by Anne Frank, the young daughter of a 
Jewish family hiding during the Nazi takeover in the 
Netherlands. The innocence of this young girl, so 
full of hopes and dreams, is held in sharp contrast to 
the reality of her situation at the hands of the Nazis. 
This book has become a potent symbol and remind-
er of the impact of racial persecution.

32.The Vindication of the Rights of Wom-
en  by Mary Wollstonecraft.  Considered the first 
great treatise on feminism, Wollstonecraft's text was 
written in response to those who felt that women 
should not be educated. She argued that women 
deserve an education proportionate to their societal 
position, that of educators and companions. Woll-
stonecraft demonstrated that inequality is not only 
morally and ethically wrong but is also economically 
and socially irresponsible.

33.The Second Sex  by Simone de Beau-
voir. The Second Sex examines why a woman's po-
sition in society is prohibitive and how it got to this 
point. Establishing herself as a fundamental figure in 
feminist philosophy, de Beauvoir was one of the first 
to explore gender as a social construct, distinguish-
ing between the terms "sex" and "gender."

34.A Room of One's Own  by Virginia 
Woolf. In A Room of One's Own, an extended essay 
that Woolf delivered to two women's colleges, the 
differences between male and female writers and 
how those differences result from the limitations 
and restrictions imposed on females are discussed. 
Without the freedom, the education, or the financial 
rewards of male authors, females are barred from 
creating a literary tradition of their own.

35.Walden by Henry David Thoreau. Walden 
is the textual reflection of Thoreau's social exper-
iment of living isolated in a cabin next to Walden 
Pond to understand society better. Thoreau wrote 
the results of his experience with self-sufficiency 
and simplicity in Walden, which has subsequently 
become a source of inspiration for those seeking a 
life removed from the business of society.

36. A Dictionary of the English Language by 
Samuel Johnson.  Considered the most influential 
dictionary of the English language, Johnson com-
piled this book over seven years by himself. Credited 
as the foundational text for studying the English lan-
guage and lexicography, Johnson's dictionary was 
not the first of its kind but the most comprehensive 
and well-researched.

37.Critique of Pure Reason  by Immanuel 
Kant. Immanuel Kant's Critique of Pure Reason is 
primarily considered to be one of the most influen-
tial philosophical texts of all time. Kant's text is one 
of the most important books for all interested in phi-
losophy, exploring human knowledge and reason, 
their extents and limitations, and the perception of 
space and time.

38.The Jungle by Upton Sinclair. Even though 
Upton Sinclair set out to write a novel about the lives 
of immigrants in America in the early 20th centu-
ry,  The Jungle  gained popularity because it high-
lighted the unsanitary practices in the meatpacking 
industry. By depicting countless health violations 
and stories of the unfair treatment and pay of mi-
grant workers, Sinclair was a significant contributor 
to the reformation of the meat inspection laws in 
America. Over time, he gained more recognition for 
influencing standardised wages as well.

39.Native Son  by Richard Wright.  Often re-
garded as the father of Black American Literature, 
Richard Wright wrote  Native Son to demonstrate 
the harsh realities of being a black person in white 
America. It was one of the earliest and most suc-
cessful books to observe the racial divide in the 
country from the perspective of the minority, and it 

highlighted black culture in a way that had not 
been done before.

Science, Math, and Geography

These works are some of the most influential 
books because they began or at least repre-
sent the beginning of entire movements and 
schools of thought in science, math, and ge-
ography.

40.Philosophae Naturalis Principia 
Mathematica  by Isaac Newton.  Written 
while Cambridge was closed because of the 
plague, Newton's  Philosophae Naturalis 
Principia Mathematica  details the principles 
of gravity, mechanics, calculus, and light and 
colour. This book set the stage for modern 
studies of both math and physics.

41.The Meaning of Relativity by Albert 
Einstein. The Meaning of Relativity  is a col-
lection of the Stafford Little Lectures of Albert 
Einstein in 1921 at Princeton University. De-
livered five years after Einstein's groundbreak-
ing paper on general relativity was published, 
these lectures sum up the man's work. While 
many of the ideas were presented in different 
forms before the publication of this book, The 
Meaning of Relativity  remains one of the 
most important collections of ideas ever put 
together.

42.On the Origin of Species by Charles 
Darwin.  This work by Darwin laid out the 
foundation for the theory of evolution. Since 
its publication, the book's theories and obser-
vations have helped make life sciences what 
they are today. Darwin's adaptation and evo-
lutionary model still aid modern scientists as 
they build a better understanding of all Earth's 
species, including our own.

43.Silent Spring by Rachel Carson. Car-
son wrote about environmental justice in 
this book, which inspired readers to think 
more seriously about their relationship to the 
Earth. Silent Spring helped the modern eco-
logical movement get off the ground and led 
to the nationwide ban on DDT.

44.Geographia  by Ptolemy.  Ptolemy 
wrote and mapped the world according to the 
knowledge he had available in the 2nd centu-
ry. His maps and methodologies were used for 
hundreds of years afterwards. Today's cartog-
raphy directly descends from Ptolemy's work.

45.The Interpretation of Dreams by Sig-
mund Freud. Freud included the basics of his 
theories on psychoanalysis in this landmark 
work that is still read and studied worldwide. 
In this work, Freud introduced the concept of 
the unconscious and demonstrated how his 
theories are used to interpret dreams. Freud's 
work popularised the science of psychology 
and helped build the foundation on which 
modern psychological discourse now stands.

Religion

These religious texts are some of the most 
influential books ever written. They serve as 
spiritual and lifestyle guides for countless peo-
ple worldwide, some of whom are thousands 
of years old.

46.The Bible. This sacred text introduced 
Christianity to the world and has continued to 
inspire millions of people. It is the most trans-
lated and most frequently purchased book in 
the world.

47.The Qur'an. The sacred text of Islam, 
the Qur'an is believed to be the last word of 
God told to Muhammad through the angel 
Gabriel over 23 years. This book is the corner-
stone of the Islamic religion.

48.The Torah.  The written laws and 
teachings in the Tanakh have offered a way 
of life for those of the Jewish faith. The text 
provides teaching and methods of practice for 
daily living and has influenced art and litera-

ture in countless ways.
49.The Tibetan Book of the Dead. Per-

haps the most well-known Tibetan text, this 
book was written by a Tibetan monk and dis-
cusses what happens during death, the time 
between death and rebirth, and rebirth.

50.The Analects by Confucius.  The 
Analects  is a collection of sayings and ideas 
attributed to the Chinese philosopher Con-
fucius. The text has been read and studied in 
China for the last 2,000 years, impacting Chi-
nese culture, values, art, and thought.

THOUGHTS ON BOOKS

Books are a uniquely portable magic.
– Stephen King

2. No two persons ever read the same book.
– Edmund Wilson

3. Whenever you read a good book some-
where in the world, a door opens to allow 
more light.
– Vera Nazarian

4. If we encounter a man of rare intellect, we 
should ask him what books he reads.
– Ralph Waldo Emerson

5. I would never read a book if I could talk half 
an hour with the man who wrote it.
– Woodrow Wilsonwww

and review. 
 Olugbenga Ben Ogunmoyela achieved 

renown as a food science and technology ex-
pert. His illustrious career spans 48 years in re-
search, academics, industry and development. 
It includes work as Senior Research Officer 
and Head of the Crop Utilisation Division at 
the Cocoa Research Institute of Nigeria, Lec-
turer at the University of Lagos, and professor 
the Federal University of Agriculture, Abeoku-
ta and in industry at Cadbury Nigeria Plc and 
Honeywell Flour Mills. He was a senior man-
ager and department head in Cadbury.  He 
was one of the consultants who superintended 
the building of Nigeria’s first private airport 
terminal, MMA2, for Bi-Courtney Aviation 
Services Limited (BASL).

The Open Education 
Database lists Things Fall 
Apart among the 50 Most 
Influential Books of All Time

ain and push for an egalitarian government. 
Still today, Common Sense  is one of the all-
time best-selling American titles.

5.Democracy in America  by Alexis de 
Tocqueville.  In what was initially meant to 
be an observation of the American prison 
system,  Democracy in America  is a look at 
American society and institutions overall 
and why American democratic equality exists 
and thrived at the time of the writing. Alexis 
de Tocqueville traced the historical evolution 
of equality and suggested that specific condi-
tions, such as widespread economic opportu-
nity and the abolition of primogeniture, led to 
the American democratic revolution.

6.The Prince  by Niccolo Machiavel-
li. Considered one of the first works of mod-
ern political philosophy, The Prince  is a po-
litical treatise from 1513 that offers advice on 
how aspiring leaders can survive and thrive in 
the contentious political landscape. While the 
book's intent is still debated, the result is one 
of the most unabashed meditations on politi-
cal power and what is required to make it last.

7.Narrative of the Life of Frederick 
Douglass, an American Slave  by Frederick 
Douglass.  Written by the famed orator and 
former slave Frederick Douglass, this narra-
tive is considered the most famous of pieces 
written by former slaves and one of the most 
influential texts during the abolitionist move-
ment in the United States. In the text, Doug-
lass recounts his life as a slave on his way to 
freedom.

8.On Liberty by John Stewart Mill. This 
philosophical work is considered a foun-
dational text for modern liberal political 
thought. The text applies ethical utilitarianism 
to society and state governance, arguing that 
more importance be placed on the conse-
quences of actions as they relate to the inter-
ests of others than one's interests.

9.The Wealth of Nations  by Adam 
Smith.  The Wealth of Nations, published in 
1776, describes how and what builds a na-
tion's wealth. Primarily viewed as the founda-
tional text for classical economics, The Wealth 
of Nations explores the economic system and 
suggests that a free market is able to auto-
mate and regulate itself. These functions are 
only limited by the privileges given to certain 
members within the economy.

10.Orientalism  by Edward Said.  Pri-
marily a work of postcolonial cultural stud-
ies, Orientalism discusses how cultural repre-
sentations of the Eastern world are bound to 
the structures and societies that create them. 
Since these patronising and exaggerated de-
pictions of difference are designed in such a 
way that Western superiority is highlighted in 
comparison, Orientalism becomes a critique 
of Western politics and power.

Literature

From creating characters and stories that have 
become foundational elements in cultures 
around the world to upsetting undesirable stan-
dards and inspiring the imagination of many, 
these works of literature have touched the world 
in significant ways. These are the most influen-
tial books in literature.

11.The Canterbury Tales  by Geoffrey 
Chaucer. Written in the 14th century, this col-
lection of tales brought to life characters and 
stories that remain popular today.  The Can-
terbury Tales also provides a glimpse into the 
customs and practices within the society at the 
time of its writing. This work is one of the most-
read books and most studied worldwide. Many 
scholars suggest that Chaucer's magnum opus 
contributed significantly to popularising the 
English vernacular in literature.

12.Divine Comedy  by Dante 
Alighieri.  Considered one of the most im-
portant pieces of world literature, the  Divine 
Comedy is an epic poem that details a journey 
through the realms of the afterlife and, allegori-
cally, the soul's discovery of God. Long consid-
ered the most significant piece of Italian litera-
ture, the Divine Comedy also provides us with a 
closer view of medieval Christian theology and 
philosophy.

13.The Complete Works of William 
Shakespeare. William Shakespeare is often 
considered the most excellent writer in the En-
glish language and the greatest dramatist in all 
of history. The characters, stories, and language 
have taken hold of readers for hundreds of 
years and significantly shaped modern culture. 
Shakespeare's complete works have been trans-
lated into every major language and are still en-
joyed worldwide.

14.Moby Dick by Herman Melville. This 
now-famous book about a man's hunt for the 
great whale is considered one of the greatest 
American novels ever written.  Moby Dick  is 
heavy on symbolism but is also famous for the 
detailing of the whaling industry in the 19th 
century and its many different narrative styles 
and structures.

15.1984 by George Orwell is a dystopian 
novel that describes life in a totalitarian regime 
that has stripped the people of their rights. The 
themes in this novel have become a significant 
part of modern culture, creating terms and 
concepts that have been incorporated into our 
society. Surveillance, truth, and censorship 
take centre stage in this novel; no other book 
has contributed to our understanding of these 
themes like 1984.

16.Brave New World  by Aldous Hux-
ley. Another dystopian novel, this one by Hux-
ley is often considered one of the great novels 
of the 20th century. Huxley's novel looked un-
favourably at the loss of an individual's identity 
through futuristic technological advancements. 
Huxley's fears of commerciality and the emerg-
ing youth culture are entirely on display in this 
novel.

17.The Iliad and The Odyssey  by Ho-
mer. These two ancient Greek epic poems are 
the preeminent works in ancient Greek lit-
erature and incredibly influential texts for all 
forms of art, thought, and music in Western 
civilisation. The Iliad details a few weeks during 
the end of the Trojan War and the Odyssey de-
scribes Odysseus' ten-year journey home from 
the Trojan War. These two works are essential 
for their detail of Greek history and legend, the 
composition of the story, and the development 
of themes.

18.Don Quixote  by Miguel de Cervant-
es. This Spanish novel, originally published as 
two books, is one of the world's most influential 
and popular novels and considered one of the 
best books ever written. The adventure, symbol-
ism, and characterisation in Don Quixote have 
promoted the book to the incredible popularity 
it has today. Don Quixote became one of the 
earliest canonical texts and has inspired artists 
of all kinds for hundreds of years.

19.In Search of Lost Time  by Marcel 
Proust.  Daunting in length, the seven-vol-
ume In Search of Lost Time is one of the most 
prominent modern works of the early 20th 
century. The novel explores themes of mem-
ory, childhood, and meaning but avoids the 

literature, music, and thought.
29.Beloved by Toni Morrison. Written to honour the 

memory of African American slaves brought over during 
the slave trade, Toni Morrison's Beloved is one of modern 
literature's most recognisable and influential texts. For giv-
ing voice to the African American experience and observ-
ing and recording the collective memory of the population, 
Morrison's novel won the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction in 1988.

30.The Lord of the Rings by J.R.R. Tolkien. Not only 
is The Lord of the Rings one of the best-selling novels in 
the world, but it also helped form and shape the high fan-
tasy genre. While many of the themes from the story were 
adapted from earlier mythologies, The Lord of the Rings 
became the foundational text for all fantasy readers and 
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Man-in-the-News

Ayodeji Ariyo Gbeleyi 
arrived the Bureau 
of Public Enterprises 
(BPE) in the morning 
of Monday, June 24, 

2024 and after the handover for-
malities with his predecessor, then 
acting Director General of BPE, Ig-
natius Ayrwoh, he set out for busi-
ness.

Staff of the privatisation agency 
were surprised that he called the 
Enterprise Business Review Forum 
(EBRF) which holds every Mon-
day. EBRF is a review platform to 
unveil, scrutinise and interrogate 
transactions and activities of the 
Bureau that is physically attended 
by Directors and Heads of key units 
and virtually by other management 
and senior staff of the Bureau. What 
changed was that instead of starting 
at 10am, the forum was shifted to 
the afternoon of that day.

I called a friend around 2.32pm 
and he messaged me thus: “The 
new DG is giving us fire in EBRF.” 
To which I responded, “Interesting. 
On Day One and he called EBRF?” 
And it was not a cosmetic meeting. 
From accounts of the attendees, it 
was not only fruitful but it was also 
an intellectual fest. The shock to the 
staff was Gbeleyi’s familiarity with 
the Bureau’s strategies and transac-

Gbeleyi arrives BPE with aplomb
tions. Even transactions conducted 
over 15 years ago like the conces-
sion of the ports system into 26 port 
terminals operated by private com-
panies. Even commercialisation is 
a topic he is comfortable with. The 
discourse lasted till 5pm. At the end 
of the meeting, my friend summa-
rised their encounter with Gbeleyi 
thus: “Honestly, the guy was on 
fire. He has a wealth of experience 
in both private and public sectors. 
We have not had a DG with such 
knowledge of transactions on Day 
One as the new DG.”

The press statement from the 
Presidency that announced Gbe-
leyi’s appointment on June 15, 2024 
described him as a renowned fi-
nancial expert and award-winning 
chartered accountant. According 
to Chief Ajuri Ngelale, the Special 
Adviser to the President on Media 
& Publicity), the president “expects 
the new Director-General to bring 
his vast experience and competence 
to bear in this role to strengthen 
the agency as the national resource 
centre for capacity building and 
sustenance of reforms through the 
promotion of a competitive private 
sector-driven economy, ensuring 
social accountability and efficient 
deployment of public resources, 
as well as advancing effective cor-
porate governance and fiduciary 
discipline in the public and private 

sectors.”
A lawyer friend who knew Gbe-

leyi in the early 2000 when he was 
engaged with Lead Merchant Bank 
as Head of Treasury (when the 
bank was working on Lagos State 
Bond) described him as hard work-
ing and meticulous. He was in Oba 
Olashore’s bank between 1988 and 
2000. He then moved to Guardian 
Express Bank where he held the 
position of Assistant General Man-
ager.

Between 2002 and 2008, Gbeleyi 
was in the employ of Celtel Nigeria 
(now Airtel) where he held several 
positions culminating as General 
Manager.

In 2008, he moved to the public 
sector as Director General of Lagos 
State Public Private Partnership 
(PPP) Office. Between 2013 and 
2015, he was Lagos State Commis-
sioner of Finance. In 2022, he was 
named Chairman of the Board of 
Federal Mortgage Bank of Nigeria 
(FMBN).

In 2016, he also became Chair-
man of Axa Mansard Health. Un-
til being named to the headship of 
BPE, he was Managing Partner of 
GA Capital --a bespoke financial 
advisory firm. The firm provides 
advisory services in public finance 
management, project finance, regu-
latory and compliance matters, PPP 
projects structuring, negotiation, 

financing, and implementation 
across both the private and public 
sectors.

A fellow of both the Institute of 
Chartered Accountants of Nigeria 
(ICAN) and the Chartered Insti-
tute of Taxation of Nigeria (CITN), 
he is an alumnus of executive pro-
grammes of   London Business 
School, Harvard Kennedy School of 
Government, and Lagos Business 
School. He holds an MBA from 
the University of Navarra (IESE), 
Spain.

He has broad skills-set and 
cross-functional expertise in Pub-
lic Policy Making, Public Finance 
Management, Debt Sustainability 
Management, Public-Private Part-
nerships (PPP), Corporate Govern-
ance, Strategy Formulation, Pro-
ject Finance, Treasury Operational 
Risks Management, Insurance Risk 
Management, Investment Bank-
ing, Asset Management, Financial 
Advisory, Multi-Stakeholders & 
Complex Project Management, Fi-
nancial Reporting & Stewardship 
Accounting, Banking Operations 
and Auditing.

On Thursday, June 27, 2004, 
Gbeleyi held what insiders in the 
Bureau called a “town hall meeting” 
at Wells Carlton Hotel, Asokoro 
where staff ventilated their expec-
tations of their new boss and he 
laid down his vision and plans for 

the reform agency of the central 
government. He tasked the staff to 
work diligently as Nigerians look 
up to them to contribute their quo-
ta to pave the way for a more stable 
and prosperous economy.

Gbeleyi said the organisation 
has been entrusted with the reform 
of the nation’s public enterprises, 
which must be optimised for op-
erational efficiency and excellence. 
He emphasised that the ultimate 
goal is to improve the standard of 
living for every Nigerian through 
the diligent implementation of the 
Bureau’s reform activities.

He urged the staff of the Bureau 
to be innovative and work as a team 
to meet the expectations of Nigeri-
ans. “We must realise that there are 
limits to what we can achieve as in-
dividuals, but endless possibilities 
lie ahead of us as a team,” he said.

According to him, there is need 
for the Bureau to fast-track the 
commercialisation and privatisa-
tion of some assets to add value to 
the nation’s economy. He highlight-
ed the optimisation of the National 
Integrated Power Projects (NIPP) 
to provide much-needed electricity 
and the revitalisation of the Bank of 
Agriculture to ensure food security 
as two key pursuits of his adminis-
tration.

•Akpan, a public policy ana-
lyst, writes from Lagos

We must 
realise that 
there are 
limits to 
what we can 
achieve as 
individuals, 
but endless 
possibilities 
lie ahead of 
us as a team
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FashionTalk

STOREIES BY
IFEOMA OKEKE-KORIEOCHA

What Seinde Signature, Toke Makinwa’s  brand 
partnership would mean for niche perfume market 
IN fragrance creation and dis-
tribution, the collaboration be-
tween fragrance houses, is not 
merely a transaction but a sym-
phony of shared vision and mu-
tual benefit. 

This harmonious partnership 
begins with the alignment of 
ethos and objectives, where each 
entity brings its unique strengths 
to the table. 

In what is obviously a match 
made in perfume heaven, the 
only all niche perfume stockists 
in Nigeria Seinde Signature an-
nounced her collaboration with 
Toke Makinwa Perfumes, re-
cently with loads of fanfare.  

In attendance at the event was 
the celeb herself and her team. 

While the Seinde Signature 
Salon de Parfum brand is very 
well known by perfume lovers 
across the country for her large 
collection of exclusive Niche 
perfume range from across the 
globe and with a reputation for 
selling original fragrances at the 
best prices possible.

The eponymous Toke Mak-
inwa Perfume collection is in-
spired by top Nigerian celebrity 
Omotoke Makinwa, who is well 

known as one of Nigeria’s most 
celebrated lifestyle queen, media 
personality & respected fashion-
ista of high repute. 

Seinde Signature by this an-
nouncement is the exclusive 
stockist of the Toke Makinwa 
Perfume range, which has 3 
variants, the Vogue, the Dive & 
the Intense. 

The Toke Makinwa Vogue 
comes in a distinctive red bottle 
and is extrait de Parfum with the 
top note of floral & jasmine blos-
som, just like the Toke Makinwa 
Intense which comes in a dis-
tinctive black bottle, and has the 
top notes of florals & cinnamon. 

The lush Toke Makinwa Dive, 
which is the 3rd and last variant, 
is in a white bottle and the most 
subtle of the range with the top 
notes of pink pepper, black cur-
rant, and grapefruit. This comes 
as a eau de perfum unlike the 
other 2. 

The 3 varieties were made to 
satisfy all types of olfactory crav-
ings. 

The perfumes are made in 
France, which is known for the 
very best perfumes in the world. 

According to Toke Makinwa, 
the perfume brand took three 
years to come to fruition, as 
she had to make sure all i’s were 

dotted properly and t’s crossed. 
And from the moment in May of 
2024 that it was launched, it has 
always sold out! 

The idea to collaborate with 
the Seinde Signature brand is so 
as to combine strengths: good 
reputation for selling the best, 
combined with an extraordinary 
aspirational fanbase. 

In the pipeline there will be 
fragrance collaboration made 
by both Toke and Seinde Sig-
nature for this line to epitomize 
the luxury and exclusivity of the 
fragrances as well as the Seinde 
Signature branding.

All three perfumes in the 
Toke Makinwa luxury perfume 
range would be sold exclusively 
at all Seinde Signature Salon de 
Parfum branches across Nigeria. 
Both brands are planning many 
strategic promotions across Ni-
geria to announce the exclusive 
collaboration.

In an interview with Toke 
Makinwa, she said as a business 
woman, it is not really about be-
ing a star but about including 
people on the journey. 

“I would talk to anyone about 
what they think about the per-
fume and what they think we 
can do better because I am open 
to criticism as long as it is con-

structive. I am a core business 
woman.”

Makinwa said there were 
four customers she had in mind 
when creating the perfumes. 

“These are people who love 
me, people who love the person-
ality, those who would jump on 
anything I create. There are also 
those who are curious, who do 
not necessarily care about who 
made it.

“There are many perfumes I 
have in my wardrobe that I can’t 
even pronounce their names 
and I don’t know who made 
them but they smell good and 
I bought them. There are those 
who think you would fail and 
they are just buying it to prove 
their assumptions. 

“So across board, I’m yet to 
see someone come out to say 
the product is bad. We have con-
structive criticism that we have 
taken onboard and feedbacks 
that would make us better. 

She disclosed that she is al-
ways trying to get all her friends 
to love the culture of scent and 
so far, she has won about 80 per-
cent of them over. 

“Now they now care more 
about the perfumes they wear. 
They are eager to see those that 
have released new perfumes,

Big Feet Shoe by Chichi: Celebrating 
Inclusivity in Footwears
Nwachukwu Chisom, the inspiring 
CEO of Big Feet Shoe by Chichi, en-
tered the shoe business fueled by her 
personal experiences. Struggling to find 
stylish footwear in larger sizes high-
lighted a significant gap in the market. 
Driven by a passion for fashion and a 
commitment to inclusivity, Chisom set 
out to empower others facing similar 
challenges.

Nwachukwu Chisom says, “I was in-
spired to enter the big feet shoe market 
due to personal experiences, like strug-
gling to find stylish options in larger siz-
es. I also noticed a gap in the market and 
wanted to empower others with similar 
needs. A passion for fashion and a desire 
to promote inclusivity drove me to create 

a brand that celebrates all foot sizes.”
Recognizing the need for fashionable 

options for those with big feet, she cre-
ated a brand that celebrates diversity in 
foot sizes. Beyond shoes, Big Feet Shoe 
by Chichi also offers an array of jewelry 
and bags, ensuring that every customer 
can express their style. Chisom’s dedi-
cation to inclusivity resonates deeply 
with her audience, making her brand a 
favorite among many.

Through her work, Chisom has 
transformed her personal struggles into 
a thriving business that prioritizes style 
and accessibility. Big Feet Shoe by Chi-
chi stands as a testament to her vision 
of a fashion world where everyone feels 
represented and celebrated.

Mzkemzy Hair: Leading the Way 
in Nigeria’s Hair Industry

Mzkemzy.co, also known as Mzkemzy Hair 
under the leadership of CEO Ameh Olu-
wakemi, is driving innovation in Nigeria’s 
hair industry by redefining the perception 

and sales of premium hair products since it’s inception 
in 2020.

 With a diverse range of top-quality hair extensions, 
Mzkemzy.co is elevating standards and encouraging Ni-
gerian women to celebrate their natural beauty.

The Nigerian hair sector has experienced notable 
growth, with Mzkemzy.co playing a key role in this evo-
lution. By offering a premium selection of meticulously 
crafted hair extensions, they have become a preferred 
choice for women seeking to enhance their appearance.

Mzkemzy.co distinguishes itself through its unwaver-
ing focus on quality. Each hairpiece undergoes thorough 
testing to ensure it meets the highest standards, earning 
them a devoted clientele who appreciate the durability 
and authentic look of their offerings.

Beyond selling hair extensions, Mzkemzy.co is com-
mitted to educating and empowering customers. Through 
online platforms and tutorials, they provide valuable 
insights on hair care, styling, and maintenance, setting 
them apart from competitors and establishing themselves 
as industry frontrunners.

Moreover, Mzkemzy.co’s impact extends to the local 
economy. By sourcing hair extensions from Nigerian sup-
pliers, they contribute to the growth of the domestic hair 
industry and support local artisans and businesses.

Under Ameh Oluwakemi’s leadership, Mzkemzy.co 
continues to drive innovation and shape Nigeria’s hair in-
dustry. Their dedication to quality, customer satisfaction, 
and economic development positions them as industry 
pioneers.

As the demand for premium hair products grows, Mz-
kemzy.co remains at the forefront, setting trends and 
empowering women to embrace their uniqueness. With 
their exceptional offerings and commitment to excel-
lence, the future looks promising for Mzkemzy.co and the 
Nigerian hair industry.



Honestly, if 
you take a one-
week holiday 

there, you won’t 
want to come 
back though 

they need our 
collaboration 

given our 
business ideas 

and skills

We plan to 
announce the 
chamber and 

strengthen the 
partnership 

during a 
business summit 

that brings 
about 100 of 

Nigeria’s leading 
businesses 

to Grenada in 
October 2024

Honorary Consul Abidemi Oluwagbenga Sonoiki in this interview with journalists in Lagos, highlighted strategic initiatives for Nigeria-Grenada trade and investment, HOPE MOSES-ASHIKE brings the excerpts:

Interview

Abidemi Oluwagbenga Sonoiki
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Why we are putting together Nigeria-Grenada Chamber of Commerce - Sonoiki
I would like you to share with 
us how you got to become the 
Honorary Consul of the Consulate 
of Grenada and what your role 
entails.

I went to Grenada and handed 
over my resume and personal 
profile for deliberation. All 
required paperwork and 
interviews were completed, 

including international security 
checks, as part of the due diligence 
and background check to ensure 
there were no criminal histories 
or records. It was an election 
period, two months after the new 
Government assumed power, I was 
contacted and invited to Grenada 
by the Permanent Secretary of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs for 
Trade and Investment for another 
thorough evaluation. The new Prime 
Minister was gracious and directed 
the confirmation of my appointment 
as The Honorary Consul effective 
immediately. 

I  r e c e i v e d  m y  l e t t e r  o f 
appointment afterward, then the 
journey began. Naturally, once 
you are appointed by a country to 
another country, you will need to 
align with your host country which 
includes involving the Presidency 
and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.  
The accreditation and processes took 
a while, it’s been a journey of two 
years so far.

My duty and responsibility is to 
serve as the intermediary between 
Grenada and Nigeria. There is 
the need for us to harness all the 
talents and skills of the people of the 
two nations together. My topmost 
priority is to promote investment 
and trade, and to foster collaboration 
in areas such as education, health, 
tourism, culture, cross-cultural 
interactions, ideas and talent sharing, 
waste management and other critical 
areas. The consulate also delivers 
consular services to all Nigerians 
desiring traveling for business, 
education and leisure. Including 
Nigerians pursuing pathway for 
citizenship by enhancing seamless 
trade capacity and the abundance 
investment opportunities. We also 
provide firsthand information for 
enquires, so that they don’t get 
defrauded by anyone or agency. 

What are some of those key 
initiatives that are in place to 
strengthen the relationship 
between Nigeria and Grenada?
The first thing when you get such a 
mandate is to find like minds, identify 
skilled people, knowledgeable 
individuals in economy, investment 
and trade experts by bringing them 
together. We have been able to do 
that. Now, we are putting together 
the Nigeria-Grenada Chamber of 
Commerce. You know, because that 
is the engine that would help bring 
all the business people together from 
North, South, East and West. There 
was nothing like that before now. 

Prime Minister of Grenada is the one 
championing the development that’s going 
on in the Caribbean. Globally, Grenada has 
established strong diplomatic and trade 
partnerships, contributing to its growing 
influence on the international stage. It’s a 
very peaceful country that just needs more 
of the fintech and banking investments and 
things will improve the more.

In the next five years. The Prime Minister 
of Grenada and the Nigerian President will 
be the people will be globally applauded 
for championing development across the 
globe. The opportunities for Investment and 
trade in Grenada are in abundance beyond 

We are also doing some exchange 
where our people will go there, some 
of them have been here.  In April 
2024, we hosted some investors 
from Grenada. They were in Abuja 
and Lagos. We spoke to them, and 
they took back some ideas that 
they are working on. We are also 
planning a direct flight for some 
Nigerian businessmen and women 
in October 2024. This exhibition 
would show case Nigerian small and 
medium enterprises and afford them 
collaborations in their various areas 
of interest.

In the next five years, how do 
you see the relationship between 
Nigeria and Grenada?
I want to witness a successful 
partnership. A partnership that will 
enable or afford Nigerians to make 
Grenada their second home and for 
Grenadians to make Nigeria their 
second home. The world has become 
a global market space and Nigerians 
who are doing business there can 
earn foreign Exchange (currency). 
We need all those foreign currencies 
to come to Nigeria. 

Nigerians are exceptionally 
gifted, before my appointment, 
over 150 Nigerians used to travel to 
Grenada to study medicine. Grenada 
has an excellent medical college. 
The numbers have increased to 
more than 250 in the last two years. 
We are considering the potential 
of increasing it to 500 because 
the medical systems in America 
and Canada absolve roughly 1000 
doctors from this college. Isn’t that 
one lovely? to witness Nigerians 
handling matters and returning 
money to their country. I see huge 
opportunities in the areas from travel 
and tourism to real estate investment 
and renewable energy. This synergy 
can earn us remarkable amount of 
foreign exchange yield

One of the major challenges in 
getting to Grenada from Nigeria is 
a lack of an air transport system. 

What are the plans to solve this 
issue?
Two airlines’ opportunities are 
currently in the works. One of the 
biggest airlines in Nigeria is almost 
concluding with one the Caricom 
State. We are also working on a wet 
lease arrangement for a direct flight 
from Nigeria to Grenada. This will 
enable Nigerians and Africans to 
fly directly from here to Grenada 
under 10 hours once everything 
is ready. The norm is that you will 
either need to travel to the United 
Kingdom for six or seven hours, then 
a layover another four hours or three 
hours before traveling for finally for 
eight or more to the destination in 
Grenada. Similarly, if you choose to 
travel via the USA as well, you will 
need to travel Alanta or New York 
then to Miami, which will take 16 
to 21 hours to the Island of Grenada. 

We’re bringing in financial 
partners (investors) to resolve this 
challenge, because I’ve witnessed all 
these obstacles. We are very definite 
of the possibilities of direct flight in 
the next 6 to 9 months.

Can you please speak on the 
opportunities in the finance 
sector that you think Nigerians 
can benefit? 
Currently, we are in conversation 
with  a  F innish  f i rm that  i s 
prepared to provide Nigerians 
and Grenadians capital to enable 

them to make investments there. 
There are numerous small and 
medium size business opportunities. 
Ranging from service delivery like 
GO-kada service delivery system. 
Nigerians can afford themselves 
of franchises of some global fast-
food outlets and take them there 
through a business visa instead of 
the popular “Japa”. The first mover 
advantage can possibility earn us 
some foreign investment yield. It will 
afford young enterprising Nigerian 
and Grenadians the synergy and 
symbiotic relationship.

Can you tell us more about the 
strategic importance of Grenada in 
the Caribbean region and its global 
influence?
Grenada is  the  pr ide of  the 
Caribbean. That’s not because I am 
representing them. Honestly, if you 
take a one-week holiday there, you 
won’t want to come back though 
they need our collaboration given 
our business ideas and skills. 

Grenada serves as a gateway to 
both North and South America 
including countr ies  such as 
the United States and Canada. 
Grenadians have direct access to 
the United Kingdom are treated 
as citizens there. The island is an 
active member of the Caribbean 
Community (CARICOM) and plays 
a pivotal role in regional economic 
and security initiatives. The current 
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Young talented 
and enterprising 

Nigerians can take 
advantage of the 
small business 
opportunities, 

creating sustainable 
wealth and 

preserving same 
for their effort and 

sweat

human eyes.

Grenada is known for Tourism and a rich 
culture. What is your plan to build tourism 
relations between Grenada and Nigeria?
Nigerians are wealthy individuals in their 
own right. Tourism plays a crucial role in 
defining leisure time! I have visited a lot of 
time, and each time I have found that there 
is not enough housing. Short lets (Airbnb), 
hotels, and other accommodations are in 
short supply. There are huge opportunities 
for wealth creation in the real estate space. 
Reservations must be made in advance. Thus, 
if Nigerians can diversify their risks and see 
the potential in earn a lot of money. You can 
conduct your business in Nigeria and also 
expand it to Grenada. We know places in 
Grenada where you can develop a real estate, 
which is one of the major industries there.

Nigerians can make a ton of foreign 
exchange via real estate. Medical tourism 
is another area is also another cash cow. 
Nigerian physicians are excellent and 
renowned, we can forge collaboration and 
partnership between both countries.  Waste 
management and renewal energy are among 
the few interests we can also explore.

What are the benefits of obtaining a 
Grenadian citizenship? And then in this 
age of Japa, why do you think Nigerian 
youths should ditch countries like the UK, 
and Canada and opt for Grenada?
Speaking to citizenship, if you want to be 
a citizen of America or Canada, you may 
need to be there physically for next three 
to five years to acquire such privilege. You 

don’t need to do that with Grenada 
which affords you access and visa 
free to about 150 destinations. You 
can become a global Citizen through 
Grenada in less than 6months, 
though through a very thorough 
international checks and processes. 

Your access to London, Paris, 
Switzerland, Russia and China will 
become a delight and pride. You 
may also enjoy as much as 10 years 
visa access each to both America 
and Canada. Why would you want 
to be subjected to humiliation and 
unwarranted hardship in another 
country when you can enjoy the 
privileges in Grenada, the Pride of 
the Caribbean.

If yose choose to visit Grenada, to 
explore and experience firsthand, we 
will be delighted to issue appropriate 
entry visas before determining your 
next step of action.  

Young talented and enterprising 
Nigerians can take advantage of 
the small business opportunities, 
creating sustainable wealth and 
preserving same for their effort and 
sweat.

C a n  y ou  pi np oi nt  s p e c i f i c 
education opportunities? 
The St. George’s University in 
Grenada is a renowned medical 
college of repute where Canada and 
America select over 1,000 medical 
Doctors from year to year. You will 
agree with that this an opportunity 

to become a Canadian or American 
through medical profession. We can 
assist willing Nigerian student who 
want to become a medical student 
at the St. George’s University in 
Grenada. The Honorary Consulate 
of Grenada is always willing and 
ready to be of assistance to all 
Africans desirous of this journey. 
The opportunity to become an 
American or Canadian is there 
because given your profession as a 
medical doctor. You can stay, walk 
and live there and still find yourself 
in Nigeria, your home.

On trade, what’s the trade relation 
between Nigeria and Grenada and 
can you put a value to it?
If you go on the internet, you will 
see level of trade between Nigeria 
and Grenada over the years. You 
will also see the paradigm shift in 
the trade volume in the two years. 
We are putting effort together to 
enhance collaboration in export 
between both countries and the rest 
of the world. I want a situation where 
an exporter of spices in Nigeria 
can increase their volume of trade 
to Canada, America and Europe 
through continuum and synergy 
of both countries there by making 
them aggregator for the sales and 
distribution commodities’. You’re 
not just a Nigerian exporter, you’re 
also exporting from your partners 
in Grenada. 

You mentioned some of the 
o p p o r tu n i t i e s  e a r l i e r,  y o u 
mentioned education, tourism, 
and renewable energy.  What are 
the other economic opportunities 
that you think Nigerian investors 
would be interested in?
Grenada doesn’t have volatility in  
terms of its currency. Their economy 
has been very stable over the 3 
decade (30 Years). So even if you take 
your money there you are assured 
that with time, the value of your 
money and your investment is not 
eroded which is a strong economic 

factor Nigerians should consider. 
They are also very stable politically 
and their crime rate is less than 2 
percent. I am definite you can forget 
or misplace your phone and go back 
to pick or retrieve it. Even if anything 
drops by, you’ll be sure that they will 
trace you and give it back to you.

You mentioned the Nigerian-
Grenada Chamber of Commerce. 
When can we expect that?
We plan to announce the chamber 
and strengthen the partnership 
during a business summit that 
brings about 100 of Nigeria’s leading 
businesses to Grenada in October 
2024. Additionally, an appointment 
with the Investment Migration 
Agency is scheduled simultaneously. 
They were in Nigeria in April to 
explore and exchange investment 
opportunities. We are definite this is 
the beginning of greater ties between 
the two countries. The world would 
be amaze at what we are about to do. 

Did you foresee yourself attaining 
this role some ten years ago?
I never saw it coming. My aspiration 
and desire were to be the Governor 
of the Central Bank of Nigeria at 
some point in my life.  Though I 
left Banking in Year 2016 owing to 
my personal believe and position, 
as Deputy General Manager and 
Group Treasurer of the Bank. I am 
still very relevant in the banking 
space, especially with Institute 
of Chartered Bankers of Nigeria 
(CIBN). I realised that I needed to 
reassess my strategy, so I gathered 
resources and began managing 
businesses, doing that afforded me a 
whole lot of travelling and meeting 
people which has brought me this 
significant milestone.

What’s your vision for the bilateral 
relationship between Nigeria and 
Grenada?
We plan to intensify the synergy 
between both countries. You know, to 
ensure the growth of both economy 
(Nigeria and Grenada) Nigeria and 
Nigerians need rise to the occasion 
where Nigeria plays big brother to 
Grenada and the entire Caribbean. 

I desire to see Grenada and the 
Caribbean to be the first-choice 
trade partner of Nigeria in the world. 
If we can have a good handshake we 
could take both countries to greater 
heights, I have no doubt.

You’re the first Honorary Consul 
of Grenada in Nigeria. For clarity, 
what date and year did you assume 
office?
Yes, in Nigeria, the first of its kind. 
It was a long process. We were 
managing a smaller place until we 
got to this edifice. I assumed on the 
24th of May 2022 and reconfirmation 
about a year ago.

We had to get credence with the 
Federal Government of Nigeria, 
and it took a while to get this done. 
Protocol and procedure had to be 
followed. You can’t just come and 
establish in Nigeria. The Federal 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
Nigeria will ensure all the necessary 
processes and affirmation are 
granted and given in accordance 
with the rules and guidelines, 
including a thorough background 
check by National Security Adviser’ 
office (NSA). A copy of my letter of 
credence is pasted on the left wall 
at my private lounge, which shows 
that we authorised and charged to 
assist any Grenadian in Nigeria, for 
any form of support and assistance 
as may require from time.

Lastly, do you have the number of 
Grenadians living in Nigeria?
About 1 ,000 Grenadians are 
registered and resident in Nigeria. 
It was about 200 two years ago but 
we are formalising a lot of things 
now and encouraging people to do 
business in Grenada.

Nobody needs to Japa again. 
There are abundant opportunities 
in the Caribbean. We can avail 
your appropriate visas to enable 
you explore the Caribbean through 
Grenadian business partnership. 
Becoming a Citizen of Grenada will 
also grant you greater access over 150 
countries, including China, Russia, 
Europe, Schengen countries besides 
10-year visas for both Canada and 
United of America.



Interview

Charles Onuchukwu, chairman, Aba branch of the Nigerian Bar Association (NBA), in this inter-
view with GODFREY OFURUM, said that inadequate Judges, lack of court rooms were hamper-
ing quick dispensation of cases in the state. He also spoke on other issues. Excerpts: 

Charles Onuchukwu
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Why there has been no appointment of 
judges in Abia since 2021 - Onuchukwu

T h ere  h ave  b e en  nu m erou s 
complaints of abuse of human 
rights by security agents in Aba. Do 
you have a plan to stop the trend?

The current Commissioner 
for Police is a gentleman 
who is doing a lot on that 
aspect, so I wouldn’t say 
he is not doing anything 

about it. However, I believe he needs 
to step up the efforts on that aspect to 
ensure that cases of harassment and 
molestation is reduced to the barest 
minimum. This issue of extortion is 
one of the issues we discussed with 
the Commander of the Army in 
Ohafia on July 1, 2024. He assured 
us that they were addressing the 
issue and called for the cooperation 
of the public in the area of useful 
information to help apprehend those 
involved in such accts.

Although we have not discussed 
with the Commissioner of Police 
(CP), we will soon do that. He is a 
polished gentleman and will help us 
to achieve a lot in that angle. In the 
area of the operational style of our 
police officers, I’ll suggest to the CP 
that we should often have periodic 
seminars with police officers, to put 
them through on some legal issues 
for the purpose of some of them, who 
may not know the position of the law 
in certain issues. 

When we have seminar with 
them, we would educate them 
properly. Even today, I can tell you 
that today, most of the criminal 
matters that failed are because of the 
nonchalant attitude of the police in 
doing thorough investigation. I have 
seen cases where an investigation 
police officer (IPO), handling a case 
messed the entire thing up with 
haphazard report.

So, we will do our best to ensure 
that issues of criminal justice are 
done properly, so that police will 
not use their errors to continue to 
let suspected criminals off the hook. 
Most of the problems associated 
with failures in prosecution comes 
when the police or the IPO, who 
is supposed to do a thorough 
investigation on a matter, by touching 
the necessary angles needed to close 
a case properly, ends up messing 
things up. I have seen some of 
them, who do thorough watertight 
investigations, but majority of them 
need to improve, so that they can be 
in control of cases.

When we meet the Commissioner 
of Police, we will talk. We are ready 
to have a seminar with them. When 
they invite us, we will come. Police is 
a law enforcement agency and all we 
want is for a society that is guided, by 
law, where those who commit crime 
should not be let off the hook and 
those who are innocent should be free 
to move. If we have a society, where 
those who commit crime are free to 
move about, because of the issues we 
are talking about, it will not go well 
in the society, because other people 
would see the law, as nothing and 

The days they are giving now is 
December date. The judge will not 
kill himself. In places like Osisoma-
Ngwa, where they are supposed to 
have more three courts, you have only 
two that cover Osisioma combined 
with Ugwunagbo.

Since the other Judge retired in 
2021, there has been no replacement. 
How can you have only two courts 
sitt ing in Osisoma-Ngwa and 
Ugwunagbo, handling matters from 
such a large area? We have the same 
problem in Ukwa East and Ukwa 
West Local Government Areas, where 
we have one court for the two local 
governments and one Judge handling 
cases there. So, if there are enough 
courts and Judges matters would be 
heard quickly and the fate of those 
involved can be decided fast. 

In the case of the magistrate 
courts, their biggest challenge is that 
there are no enough court rooms to 
operate from. Some magistrate courts 
here sit in the afternoon. You’ll come 
to court and they’ll tell you that it is 
an afternoon court. Some courts now 
alternate- one will sit two days in a 
week, the other will take over or one 
sits in the morning. 

So, we are going to meet the 
governor on this, although he has 
made some statements about it, 
I think when we had our annual 
general meeting (AGM) recently and 
the Attorney General spoke about it 
that this is the first time the judiciary 
is considered in the budget, where 
courts will be built. 

However, we have not seen that 
yet and we are hopeful that it will be 
actualised. So, the challenge of our 
High Courts is not having enough 
Judges, while our Magistrate Courts 
lack court rooms. This is caused by 
the suits pending in different courts 
on the appointment of Judges. 

 
Is there any move by NBA to end 
the delay?
I have had discussions with my co-
chairmen over this matter, and what 
we are waiting for is for the Umuahia 
chapter of the NBA to conclude their 
election. After that, we will discuss 
and take a standpoint on what we 
can do- those to meet and even 
those involved in the matters that 
are preventing the appointment of 
Judges. 

We can see how the courts in other 
States are functioning, but over here 
it is a different case, where people 
will file suits simply, because they 
were not favoured according to their 
expectations. 

So, everybody is suffering it right 
now and it should not be so. If matters 
are not held expeditiously, you go to 
court, pay your lawyer, he takes date 
and such scenario continues until 
people get frustrated, as a result of 
adjustment of dates. 

The situation has made many 
citizens see lawyers as trying to extort 
them, while the problem is because 
we lack Judges.

may be encouraged to go into crime.
 

What is NBA’s stand on the recent 
spate of insecurity in Aba?
It is disheartening that insecurity is 
raising its head again in this city. We 
have seen the recent incidents and it’s 
disturbing to see how our people are 
losing their lives. I want to say that the 
government is trying, but they need 
to step up their efforts. 

“There is need to do a proper 
intelligence gathering from the angle 
of the police, because if they are still 
doing that, all these criminal activities 
will not be happening without arrest 
of the culprits. If you consider the gap 
between the attack on police officers 
at Opobo Junction and the recent one 
at Ngwa Road, by Mosque Street, you 
will notice that people may be living 
in fear with the belief that the whole 
city is unsecured. 

So, government needs to step up 
their game, by voting more money 
into security. I have looked around 
and I can tell you that police here 
do not have functional operational 
vehicles. I know that police lack 
maintenance culture, but even at that, 
I don’t think the government should 
sit and watch the police suffer lack 
on logistics needed to secure lives 
and property. 

So, we should look away from 
their lack of maintenance culture and 
support them to secure us. Again, 
let me tell us this, as the current 
government is busy opening up the 
city, by reconstructing dilapidated 
roads, it will be used by both the good 
and the bad. The new routes could 
be used by criminals, as entrance 
and exist routes, as well in as much 
as it was done for the good of people 
here. The police need to have enough 

functional vehicles and the necessary 
materials needed to end this situation. 
My appeal to Governor Alex Otti is 
that he should try and have a better 
synergy with all the law enforcement 
agencies in the state, know their 
needs, support them to make this 
place safe and combat the crimes that 
are spreading. 

With the way and manner this 
criminal activities are spreading, it 
looks as if we’re having a recreation of 
the Osisikankwu era between 2009-
2010, when everybody was running 
out of town. However, I have the 
confidence that we have a governor 
that will not allow Aba to get back 
to such ugly era and I pray this city 
will remain peaceful and secured for 
all of us. 

 
How active is the Aba NBA’s Human 
Rights Committee?
 By the virtue of the NBA constitution, 
the bylaw makes it automatic that the 
Vice Chairman of every NBA branch 
is automatically the Chairman of the 
Human Rights Committee of that 
branch. Our current Vice Chairman, 
Dim Oriaku Esther is the chairman 
of the human rights committee, 
although I’ve not constituted it, 
but that would be done in our next 
meeting. She has served in that 
committee for two terms and so, she’s 
well experienced.

So, it will not be a difficult task 
for her to continue with what she’s 
already used to. It’ll be a smooth sail 
for the committee, hence handling of 
human rights violation is concerned. 
Even now at this early stage prior 
to the inauguration, human rights 
related calls have been coming and 
she has been going to police stations 
to handle issues like that and trying 

to handle pro bono matters for the 
indigent people and secure the release 
of some other person’s that are being 
held unlawfully. 

They’ve been doing that. We 
intend to organise a town hall 
meeting before the end of this (2024) 
year, where we will invite certain 
persons to interact and educate the 
public on issues, as it concerns their 
rights. The essence of the town hall 
meeting will be to educate our people 
on their rights and when to invite a 
lawyer. 

If our people are aware of their 
rights and abide according to the 
stipulations of the constitution, the 
police will not intimidate them. 
Nobody will carelessly go about 
intimidating a citizen that knows 
his rights, that’s difficult to see. So, 
it’s important that the citizens are 
properly educated just as the police 
are equally and properly educated. 

 
What is NBA doing to reduce cases 
of awaiting trial?
Let me use Abia State as a case study 
here, although the situation may not 
be limited to Abia. I’m sure you are 
aware that since 2021 there has not 
been appointment of judges, because 
a certain person filed a suit against the 
appointment of judges. 

The last screening exercise that 
took place in Abia State was in 
2022. In fact, the National Judicial 
Council (NJC) was on the verge 
of announcing the appointment of 
Judges in Abia, before some persons 
filed a suit against the NJC, the 
Judicial Appointments Commission 
(JAC), the Chief Judge, and the 
Attorney General of the State. 

So, the NJC’s policy is that 
hence there’s any suit, it becomes a 
subjudice. They cannot do anything 
about it. Other states like Imo have 
had about two different appointments 
of judges, swearing in not less than 10 
or 15 judges since our problem in the 
state started. 

The judges that are retired in Abia, 
their spaces have not even been filled 
since their retirement. That case filled 
on the appointment of judges is on 
appeal right now and NJC insists that 
they must finish whatever matters in 
court before anything will take place. 

There are proliferation of cases, 
many people have gone to file one suit 
or the other. What is even saving Abia 
State right now is because there was 
an extension in the retirement age of 
judges. If that extension was not done, 
it would have been embarrassing to 
hear that we have only about five or 
three judges in Abia State. 

So, when you talk about the delay 
in criminal trials, one of the problems 
they’re having is the court not sitting, 
due to one reason or the other. You 
go to the entire Obingwa today, they 
have only one high court. When you 
get to the course list of a judge, a judge 
will have over 30-40 cases. He’ll not 
kill himself. We can only handle, but 
a few of those overstretched list. 
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‘Nigeria’s midstream, downstream sectors 
need regulatory frameworks to boost growth’

Interview

The Society of Petroleum 
Engineers Nigeria An-
nual International Con-
ference and Exhibition 
is in its 47th edition. In 

what ways has it grown or changed 
throughout its history?

The annual international confer-
ence and exhibition has significantly 
evolved since its first event in 1977. 
Now in its 47th edition, the con-
ference has expanded its scope and 
become a major event in the oil and 
gas industry, attracting global pro-
fessionals. It serves as a platform for 
knowledge sharing, networking, and 
showcasing industry advancements. 
Key milestones include introducing 
technical sessions and workshops to 
enhance skills, embracing digital plat-
forms for accessibility, and focusing 
on sustainability and environmental 
responsibility. The conference con-
tinues to foster collaboration and in-
novation, with the upcoming edition 
expected to uphold this legacy.

Why is the Society of Petroleum 
Nigeria focusing on midstream and 
downstream development judging 
by the theme of this year’s event?

The theme ‘Petroleum Industry 
Value Chain Optimisation: The In-
evitability of Midstream and Down-
stream Development,’ emphasises 
the critical role of midstream and 
downstream sectors in sustaining 
the upstream business. These sectors 
manage the transportation, storage, 
refining, and distribution of crude 
oil, essential for value chain efficiency. 
Optimising midstream and down-
stream operations enhances the petro-
leum industry’s efficiency, reliability, 
and profitability, boosting economic 
growth and development in Nigeria 
and Africa.

As global energy transitions to-
ward alternatives and reducing carbon 
emissions, these sectors are pivotal in 
distributing natural gas and renewa-
bles. Investing in technology and in-
frastructure for transporting, storing, 
refining, and distributing crude oil, 
ensures energy security and reduces 
reliance on imports. This will make 
the focus of this year’s event timely 
and crucial for sustainable growth and 
resilience.

What are the main challenges 
faced by Nigeria’s petroleum indus-
try in optimising midstream and 
downstream segments?

The Nigerian petroleum industry 
faces several challenges in optimis-
ing its midstream and downstream 
segments. Insufficient and outdated 
infrastructure, such as pipelines and 
refineries hampers efficient opera-
tions. Security issues including pipe-
line vandalism and oil theft, disrupt 
operations and cause revenue losses. 
Transparency issues deter investment 
while the regulatory framework needs 
improvement to attract capital and en-
courage innovation.

Access to finance is limited hinder-

In the downstream segment, they 
cover quality standards for fuels, pric-
ing, consumer protection, and compe-
tition policies. While these regulations 
promote fairness and public safety, 
excessive complexity can hinder inno-
vation and increase compliance costs. 
Therefore, striking a balance is essential 
to ensure both safety and a favourable 
business environment, significantly in-
fluencing industry development.

How would the role of mid-
stream and downstream segments 
evolve in the future of the petroleum 
industry?

The midstream and downstream 
segments of the petroleum industry 
are set to evolve significantly due to 
emerging trends. The energy transi-
tion towards cleaner sources will likely 
lead to investments in infrastructure 
for transporting and storing renew-
able fuels like hydrogen and biofuels.

Digitalisation and automation will 
enhance efficiency through advanced 
analytics, AI, and automation, op-
timising supply chain management 
and refining processes. Stricter en-
vironmental regulations will drive 
eco-friendly practices, such as car-
bon capture and emissions reduc-
tion. Product diversification will see 
companies exploring alternatives like 
petrochemicals and plastics. Addi-
tionally, energy security will focus on 
strengthening infrastructure to ensure 
reliable supply amidst these changes.

In what ways has the Executive 
Order on Oil and Gas Fiscal Terms 
influenced the operational land-
scape of Nigeria's energy industry?

The Executive Order on Oil and 
Gas Fiscal Terms has significantly 
impacted Nigeria's energy industry 
by creating a more transparent and at-
tractive investment climate. It reduces 
fiscal burdens on companies through 
lower royalty rates and tax incentives, 
encouraging increased investment in 
exploration and production.

The order also promotes techno-
logical innovation, enhancing effi-
ciency and productivity in the sector. 
It emphasises collaboration between 
government agencies and the private 
sector by establishing a coordination 
committee for stakeholder engage-
ment. Overall, it aims to attract more 
investments, boost production, and 
foster growth in Nigeria's oil and gas 
industry.

The Society of Petroleum Engi-
neers Nigeria strongly advocated for 
the country to host the African En-
ergy Bank. How do we ensure that 
this development benefits the coun-
try and Africa’s economy?

Hosting the African Energy Bank 
in Nigeria offers significant oppor-
tunities for the country's petroleum 
industry and the broader African 
economy. We will be strengthening 
collaboration with other African na-
tions through knowledge-sharing 
and joint investments to build an in-
tegrated energy market. Prioritising 

infrastructure investment in pipe-
lines, refineries, and storage facilities 
will enhance Nigeria's production and 
export capacity.

Promoting local content can boost 
job creation and reduce foreign de-
pendency. Investing in research and 
development for new technologies 
and renewable energy will drive inno-
vation. Capacity building and training 
programmes are crucial for develop-
ing a skilled workforce. These steps 
will maximise the benefits and foster 
economic growth.

How do the recent government 
announcements on new oil bids and 
licensing rounds impact Nigeria's 
position in the global energy mar-
ket?

The new oil bids and licensing 
rounds could significantly impact 
Nigeria's position in the global ener-
gy market. As one of Africa's largest 
oil producers, Nigeria aims to attract 
competent oil producers to explore 
and extract hydrocarbons, poten-
tially increasing its reserve base and 
production. This could lead to high-
er revenue and strengthen Nigeria's 
role as a key energy supplier, meeting 
global energy demands. However, the 
impact will also depend on factors like 
global oil prices, geopolitical dynam-
ics, and competition from other pro-
ducers. It would attract investments 
and enhance Nigeria's standing in the 
energy market.

In what ways can these new oil 
bids and licensing rounds drive in-
vestment and foster competitiveness 
within Nigeria's oil sector?

Nigeria's new oil bids and licens-
ing rounds can significantly boost 
investment and competitiveness in 
the oil sector. They offer opportunities 
for domestic and international com-
panies to invest in hydrocarbon ex-
ploration and production, leading to 
new field development and increased 
reserves.

The bidding process fosters com-
petition among companies, promot-
ing innovation and efficiency. It also 
allows the Nigerian government to 
implement policies that attract invest-
ment and ensure transparency, boost-
ing investor confidence. Moreover, 
international companies can bring 
advanced technologies and expertise, 
benefiting local firms and enhancing 
sector capabilities. These rounds can 
drive growth, competition, and tech-
nological advancement in Nigeria's oil 
industry.

How would the collaboration be-
tween industry, government, and se-
curity agencies ensure a steady feed-
stock supply to domestic refineries?

Collaboration between industry, 
government, and security agencies 
ensures a steady feedstock supply 
to domestic refineries. The industry 
identifies and procures feedstock, and 
by working with government and se-
curity agencies, it can access resources 
to maintain a reliable supply chain. 

How can regulatory frameworks 
impact the development and opti-
misation of midstream and down-
stream sectors?

Regulatory frameworks are cru-
cial in shaping the development and 
optimisation of the energy industry's 
midstream and downstream sectors. 
These frameworks include rules and 
policies to ensure safety, efficiency, 
and fair competition. In the mid-
stream segment, regulations govern 
the construction and operation of 
pipelines, terminals, and storage facil-
ities, focusing on safety and environ-
mental standards.

ing infrastructure development. Envi-
ronmental concerns about air and wa-
ter quality require stricter regulations 
and sustainable practices. Addressing 
these challenges requires collabora-
tion among the government, industry 
stakeholders, and regulatory bodies to 
create a more efficient and sustainable 
petroleum industry in Nigeria.

How can investment in mid-
stream and downstream infra-
structure lead to cost savings and 
increased revenue for petroleum 
companies?

Investment in midstream and 
downstream infrastructure can yield 
significant cost savings and increased 
revenue for petroleum companies. 
Upgrading infrastructure like pipe-
lines and storage facilities reduces 
transportation costs and delays, en-
hancing efficiency and lowering oper-
ational expenses.

Improved refining and process-
ing facilities elevate product quality, 
allowing companies to produce high-
er-value products that meet market 
demands, attracting more customers 
and boosting revenue. Expanding in-
frastructure enables better market ac-
cess and diversification, reducing reli-
ance on a single market and increasing 
profitability.

Strategic storage and distribu-
tion investments optimise supply 
chains, reducing costs and ensur-
ing timely deliveries. Increased 
flexibility in processing various 
products allows companies to 
adapt to market changes, maximis-
ing revenue potential.

We will be strengthening 
collaboration with other 
African nations through 
knowledge-sharing and 

joint investments to build 
an integrated energy 
market. Prioritising 

infrastructure investment 
in pipelines, refineries, 
and storage facilities 

will enhance Nigeria's 
production and export 

capacity

Salahuddeen Tahir

The Society of Petroleum Engineers is concluding plans to host the 2024 Society of Petroleum Engineers Nigeria Annual International Conference and Exhibition (SPE-
NAICE). In this interview with select journalists, Salahuddeen Tahir, chairman of the Society of Petroleum Engineers (SPE), Nigerian Council discusses the economic 
importance of the conference.  He doubles as head of Assets & Investments Management at NNPC Gas & Power Investment Services (NGPIS) and oversees strategic 
investments in power, LNG, and gas-based industry initiatives. With dual degrees in Geology and Petroleum Engineering, Tahir has over 22 years of experience in the 
oil and gas sector.  He spoke on pertinent issues affecting the midstream and downstream sectors. AMAKA ANAGOR-EWUZIE brings the excerpts:
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Retaining talent in IT sector is 
Nigeria’s biggest challenge – Suvarna

Interview

Advanced Diploma in 
Software Engineer-
ing is a flagship pro-
gramme in Aptech; 
what advantage does 

it offer Nigerian learners?
Our flagship program is the 

ADSE program. That ADSE pro-
gram is the route to the UK de-
gree. It costs approximately 15,000 
pounds per year to study in the UK 
(45,000 pounds for 3 years). With 
ADSE, you study two years in our 
Nigerian centres and then through 
credit transfer move to Middlesex 
UK and study for just one addition-
al year to earn your degree in soft-
ware engineering thereby saving 
substantial amounts of Naira and 
forex.

How does Aptech keep current 
with the growing IT trends?

We update our curriculum every 
year. So, today we even teach artifi-
cial intelligence, we teach machine 
learning, which no other computer 
training institute has. We provide a 
second-to-none cutting edge com-
puter technology training to Nige-
rians, who have ambition to pursue 
both diploma and degree certifi-
cates.

How can Nigeria leverage IT 
for security; attract foreign invest-
ments?

We've got a very in-depth role in 
cyber security and cyber forensics. 
Again, you see most training which 
is done here is majorly on cyber 
security, which seems to be what 
everybody wants to do. But we are 
a step further. We also have cyber 
forensics. Cyber forensics is one 
step above cyber security, which in-
forms you post, in the unfortunate 
event there is a security breach, how 
you can now identify where the 
breach came from, what happened 

think Nigeria is fighting to retain. 
Retaining talent, I think, is our 
biggest challenge and I think more 
and more companies have the 
right training skills and I'm will-
ing to give them the opportunity 
here. You'll see a lot more growth 
happening here. Also, with the 
right skills, they can bring down 
unemployment rates drastically. 
Our course curriculum is totally 
updated according to the latest 
market needs. These latest skills in 
relevant technologies help our stu-
dents get jobs easier if they wish 
to work abroad. Huge opportuni-
ties open up even in Nigeria as re-
mote work culture for hot skills is 
very common. Irrespective of your 
plans of either working abroad or 
in Nigeria, the chance of landing 
a higher paying job is higher with 
IT skills. This is the reason we call 
our courses ‘Job accentuated pro-
grammes from Aptech’ JAPA. Our 
skilled students escape from the 
hardships of finding jobs.

A lot of people easily point to 
cybercrime whenever they talk 
about ICT in Nigeria. On the back 
of your interaction with profes-

you know, bad news always travels 
the fastest and that's what it is. The 
bad news has travelled far and wide, 
whereas the good news is also there.

Aptech recently opened a new 
learning centre in Lekki. Can you 
tell us about this centre and what 
influenced your choice?

Yes, we commissioned our lat-
est centre, the Chevron-Centre. 
This is the 10th centre for our 
group. We have got centres in 
Lagos, Port Harcourt and Abuja. 
Our first centre was opened in the 
year 2000 in Maryland. The La-
gos Centres are: Maryland, Surul-
ere, Victoria Island, Ajao Estate, 
Isheri and the latest centre Chev-
ron.  We also have Abuja Centres 
in Wuse2, Gwarinpa, Lokogoma 
and the Port-Harcourt Centre. 
Our choice of Lekki - Chevron, 
is the organisation’s goal to bring 
opportunities close to the target 
youth of Nigeria keeping the de-
mographics in mind.

Can you tell us more about 
Aptech and its offerings?

Aptech is a company which is 
headquartered in India. They have 
been in the computer business, IT 
training for the last 35 years. We are 
a franchise for Aptech.

While Aptech has a lot more 
tie-ups with different franchis-
es in Nigeria other than ours, 
we are the largest and we are the 
only franchise to have the Aptech 
Learning License, which is the 
umbrella license comprising Apt-
ech Computer Education, Aptech 
Retail and Aptech Hospitality. So, 
this year onwards with the new 
license we will be offering all the 
three verticals.

A lot of our students want to 
have cross functional skills (IT + 
Retail or IT+ Hospitality) and Apt-
ech learning fulfills that require-
ment. We want to train people to 
have the knowledge & skills to give 
the best customer service in retail. 
It could be in fashion stores, could 
be any other industry in retail, 
malls etc. Hospitality focuses on 
upskilling and train for the Hotels 
& Resorts industry.  It’s an immense 
strength to have cross functional 
skills in providing IT solutions.

Finally, how affordable are the 
programmes?

So, we've got programs starting 
from about N150, 000 right up to 
N4 million or even N4.5 million. It 
depends on the course you want to 
take. We have one-month courses. 
We've three-month courses. We've 
six-month courses. We have one-
year courses. We've two-year cours-
es. Content and pricing would de-
pend on the course you take.

What is your view of the IT sec-
tor in Nigeria?

I think the IT sector is the fast-
est growing and highest paying 
sector, even as we speak now. That 
is why the demand on IT education 
is that high today. I would say Ni-
gerians are one of the best in cod-
ing and programming right now 
with inherent talent and aptitude. 
I think the IT aspirants also have a 
lot of jobs abroad, which is what I 

and drill down to where the breach 
came from. I think foreign invest-
ment is already coming. I think 
there is a lot of improvement. If you 
see the number of angel investors 
who are coming here, there are so 
many new companies. I mean, you 
have seen all the new apps which 
are coming, the cash apps which 
are coming or the banking apps, 
everything which is coming are all 
running on IT.

A lot of our students 
want to have cross 

functional skills 
(IT + Retail or IT+ 

Hospitality) and Aptech 
learning fulfills that 

requirement. We want 
to train people to 

have the knowledge & 
skills to give the best 
customer service in 

retail

Sajan Rohan Suvarna

Raptors West Africa Limited, the pioneer and largest franchise for Aptech Computer Education in Nigeria, with 10 locations, recently opened a new 
outlet in Lekki to deepen its market penetration. Sajan Rohan Suvarna, chief operating officer of Raptors, spoke on the company’s trajectory in Nigeria 
and what learners stand to gain on the back of its IT training expertise. JOHN SALAU, who was there, brings the excerpts:

sionals in the sector; how can we 
change that narrative?

See, it is across the world. Unfor-
tunately, Nigeria seems to be com-
ing to limelight, but if you look at 
other countries too, it's still there. 
It happens in other countries too. 
It's just that being here, we hear 
so much about it and we talk a lot 
about it. Yes, it is there. We cannot 
get away from that. But we also have 
a huge population. Unfortunately, 

L-R: Tony Sam Uje, director, Drip Ltd; Yeni Kekere-Ekun, manager, Lagos Signage and Advertisement Agency (LASAA); Sajan Rohan 
Suvarna, chief operating officer, Raptors West Africa Limited; Sumit Sharma, head of operation, Raptors West Africa Limited, and 
Andrew Edide, Parish Priest, representing Francis Ogunmodede, Very Reverend Msgr. SS Philip and James Catholic Church Parish 
Priest, Idodo-Lekki, Lagos State, during the recent launch of Aptech Computer Education Chevron-Centre in Lagos.
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We want to empower 10,000 African youths 
to become self-reliant in three years – Ghani

As the manufacturer 
and distributor of a 
wide range of con-
sumer and electronic 
products, tell us what 

makes your company stand out?
Canon is the pioneer in the con-

sumer and electronic products port-
folio space. Canon is a Fortune 500 
company which dedicates up to 8 
percent of its sales to research and 
development annually; earning the 
title of the most innovative man-
ufacturer for over 37 years based 
on US patent registrations. All that 
we were able to achieve shows how 
much emphasis the company places 
on research and development when 
it comes to the products we manu-
facture.

When it comes to imaging and 
printing segment of the market, Can-
on is a leader because, over the years, 
we have always created products that 
satisfy the needs of customers based 
on feedback from them and based 
on market intelligence. This we have 
achieved because of how close the 
brand is to our customers in terms of 
all our deliverables.

What has the Canon brand's 
journey into Africa been like?

The African continent is full of 
potential. In terms of our push into 
the continent, we have represent-
atives and sales offices in Nigeria, 
Kenya, Morocco, Algeria, Egypt, and 
Ivory Coast. We have our sales team 
based in-country. This is a strategic 
step deployed to be closer to the 
market and customers and through 
this, we have shown our intention.

Nigeria has a big potential in 
terms of its population. As the sixth 
largest populous country in the 
world out of which 53 percent con-
stitute youths, this is very good and 
gives a lot of insight in terms of what 
needs to be done. We have a lot of 
Corporate Social Responsibility and 
sustainability initiatives aside from 
the business which we carry out in 
Nigeria.

Kindly tell us about the Can-
on Women Who Empower pro-
gramme. How would it aid the 
development of talents across Ni-
geria?

As a brand, we believe in equality. 
Canon has a corporate philosophy 
which is living and working together 
for the common good. The initiative 
aims to empower women in the print 
and imaging sectors and continues 
to uphold its guiding philosophy 
of Kyosei and contribution towards 
greater gender equality in the work-
place and leadership positions.

As you are aware, women play 
a very important role in the life of 
any nation. So, the Women Who 
Empower 2024 programme in Nige-

Canon has a lot of traction when 
it comes to business-to-consum-
er activations. Part of our strategic 
partnership centres around cus-
tomers. As a brand that is closer to 
its customers, we like to create new 
activations that cater for the needs of 
our end users.

In alignment with our dedication 
to introducing innovative and tech-
nology-led imaging solutions in Ni-
geria, we brought R-tour to Nigeria 
in 2022 where we introduced for the 
first time in Nigeria, our revolution-
ary mirrorless EOS R-system which 
is range of cameras namely - EOS R3, 
EOS R5 C, EOS R7 and EOS R10.

We did our Multicam Show in 
Nigeria last year and it was a great 
opportunity to get closer to our val-
ued customers and provide them 
with a hands-on experience of Can-
on’s promising multicamera technol-
ogy. We engaged in not just product 
displays but also in solution-based 
events where relevant strategic part-
ners were invited to experience what 
Canon products can do in their eco-
system.

Through these engagements, we 
have created a good relationship 
with our partners in terms of learn-
ing what the market needs and how 
we can work together to meet the re-
quirements of the market.

You recently stepped into the 
B2C leadership role with Canon 
Central and North Africa. What 
are key areas that you want to pri-
oritise to strengthen your identity 
and positioning in the consumer 
market?

Some of the interventions Canon 
is playing big in include the educa-
tion sector. We have several Corpo-
rate Social Responsibility activities 
that we engage in.

An example of such a programme 
is the Miraisha programme. Mirai-
sha programme fosters job opportu-
nities in Africa among the youth by 
providing workshops for photogra-
phers, videographers, filmmakers, 
and print business owners.

The Miraisha programme is 
carried out in partnership with 
Non-Governmental Organisations 
as well as educational institutions in 
the various countries where we have 
presence. So, in the 10 years we have 
run this programme, we have trained 
and empowered more than 7,000 
youths across Africa.

This programme has helped a lot 
of under privileged young individu-
als, train them to become profession-
al photographers and through this, 
they earn a living. So, we have done 
quite a bit, and we intend to continue 
this initiative, we plan to train 10,000 
youths by 2027.

We believe that the success of our 

business is linked to the betterment 
of societies. The managing director 
of Canon wherever he travels makes 
it a habit to visit hospitals or NGOs 
and support children with special 
needs. Through these gestures, the 
brand ensures that it makes some 
difference in the lives of such indi-
viduals.

As a brand, we are not only about 
business; we identify and care about 
the people and communities where 
we operate.

In your operations as a business 
in Nigeria, what have been some of 
the challenges you faced and how 
did the brand surmount them?

Challenges are part of the life of 
any business; they are not peculiar 
to us. Nigerian businesses are facing 
challenges too. But then, as a brand 
we must work within the framework 
of the country’s laws and regulations.

As a business, we try to evolve in 
the way we carry out our business. 
I don’t see the challenges stopping 
us. We understand the peculiarity of 
the market. We have our team in the 
country, so we understand what is 
happening in the market and based 
on that, we create our policies and 
see how to blend them to suit how to 
do business.

Nigeria has a lot of resilient set 
of people who are always ready to 
face challenges no matter the situ-
ation. In the cause of interactions 
with customers in Computer Village, 
Ikeja, I saw a very determined set of 
business owners who are willing to 
continue doing business despite the 
economic challenges.

This is a positive sign for us as 
a brand. When we see such kind of 
attitude, it gives Canon a lot of con-
fidence to continue to invest in the 
market. Canon is very confident that 
the Nigerian market will grow and 
bounce back to become stronger 
than it was before.

What does the future hold for 
Africa and what is Canon’s com-
mitment to Nigeria in the next five 
years?

The future holds great prom-
ise for Africa. The establishment of 
Canon Central and North Africa in 
2016 is a step in the right direction 
because it was dedicated to Africa.

We wanted to give full justice 
to the continent and to grow along 
with the continent and in 10 years 
we have grown I think double folds. 
And we are very hopeful for another 
five years. It will be a very good suc-
cess story for us and we have good 
plans. So, I would say as a brand 
that is customer-friendly and for-
ward-thinking, we only have the best 
wishes for the African continent. 
We are through our various engage-
ments ready to grow with Africa.

we are not learning anything new. 
Healthy competition is important, 
and we see this competition as a 
very important part of any corporate 
growth.

These competitions definitely 
help us to learn and challenge our-
selves so that we stay alert in terms of 
what needs to be done as we evolve.

In specific terms, tell us the 
economic impact of Canon's Busi-
ness-to-Consumer (B2C) growth 
efforts.

ria organised in collaboration with 
Women in Successful Careers (WIS-
CAR), is a programme that focus-
es on empowering and developing 
professional women to contribute to 
development and growth in Nigeria 
and Africa.

This collaboration exemplifies the 
company’s unwavering commitment 
to leveraging resources for the great-
er good and fueling the progress of 
our society and driving our economy 
forward. Through these transform-
ative initiatives, Canon has empow-
ered and uplifted participants in 
imaging and printing through work-
shops and mentorship opportunities.

This initiative is happening first 
in Nigeria which goes to show the 
significant role the country plays 
in Africa. The programme may 
have kicked off in Nigeria, but 
Canon plans to take it to other Af-
rican countries. We have not yet fi-
nalised where the next destination 
will be, but this programme will be 
carried to different African coun-
tries too.

Africa is seen as a very com-
petitive market. As a brand, what 
has been your experience and atti-
tude to competition in this market 
space?

I see competition as a very impor-
tant aspect of any brand that wants 
to thrive. If there is no competition, 
that means we are not evolving and 

The future holds 
great promise 
for Africa. The 

establishment of 
Canon Central and 

North Africa in 2016 
is a step in the right 

direction because 
it was dedicated to 

Africa

Rashad Ghani

Women Who Empower 2024 is a programme organised by Canon in collaboration with Women in Successful Careers (WISCAR). It is focused on empowering and 
developing professional women in the imaging and print industries to contribute to Nigeria’s growth. Rashad Ghani, B2C Business Unit Director of Canon Central and 
North Africa, in this interview with Bright Imoh, shares the company’s plans for the Nigerian and African markets in terms of talent development. He also spoke about 
how the company plans to empower and uplift over 10,000 youths in Africa by 2027 through transformative initiatives like the Miraisha programme. Excerpts:
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Govt must use windfall tax revenue for 
critical infrastructure projects - Ogunyemi

The windfall levy gener-
ated some debate in the 
polity with government 
justifying it as the right 
thing to do in order to 

strike a balance in the key sectors of 
the economy. How justified is this 
levy on banks’ foreign exchange 
gains?

Nigeria is currently in dire straits 
financially and generally speaking 
economically. It is within the power 
of the government of the Federation 
going by its stated exclusive jurisdic-
tion in the First Schedule Part I of the 
constitution of the Federal Republic 
of Nigeria to make such laws and to 
direct such policies and actions as to 
ensure peace, good order and good 
government in Nigeria. Therefore, 
if Nigeria is in dire straits and some 
Nigerians, whether persons or bod-
ies or corporate organisations, that 
have been feeding fat on the system, 
especially when that feeding fat is 
not directly a function of their own 
productive energies, then it behoves  
the Federal Government to ensure 
a balancing of duties and responsi-
bilities within the system such that 
a resource-deficient sector of the 
economy can benefit from the re-
source-surplus part through what is 
called economic stabilisation. So, to 
me, it is perfectly in order to amend 
the Finance Act 2020 in order to 
accommodate the collection of this 
one-off levy on the windfall that the 
banks in the financial system have 
benefited from on foreign exchange 
transactions in the last one year. To 
me, it is perfectly in order and it is 
part of the duties of the government 
to stabilise the economy and also re-
distribute wealth.

Part of the arguments of those 
kicking against the policy is that 
allowing the windfall levy on banks 
may create uncertainty about the 
future as government may come 
with another windfall tax in some 
other sectors. Is this fear justified?

A situation of paralysis needs a 
shock therapy to bring it to normal-
cy. In 1929 up to 1932, there were 
decisions made in the United States 
under Herbert Hoover to stabilise 
the economy by ensuring that gov-
ernment deliberately pumps into the 
economy huge expenditure financed 
under public-private partnership 
arrangement. Nigeria is in such a 
situation now as the United States 
was under Hoover. So, it is not out 
of place to request that that banks 
that have made unplanned, sponta-
neous, unpredicted, sudden income 
to donate to the system a portion of 
their profits. This levy is actually on 
their windfall which is not part of 
their projections in their respective 
budgets. So, there is nothing that is 
malicious about this levy. After all, 
the levy is not for the benefit of per-

The benefits are many. One, inso-
far as the government will not pump 
the revenue arising from this wind-
fall levy on banks into the general 
budget, then there is no problem. 
But if government puts the revenue 
into the general budget and uses it to 
fund recurrent expenditure, that is 
going to be unacceptable. However, if 
government pumps the money from 
the windfall tax specifically into cer-
tain projects, for example, the Soko-
to-Badagry Highway, the coastal 
road, the Port Harcourt-Maiduguri 
railway, etc, it is going to be abso-
lutely correct.  It can also be used for 
industrial development through the 
Bank of Industry or specifically into 
some agricultural projects such as 
dam development and so on. These 
are the specific areas the money can 
be channelled into. But I would ad-
vise that the government uses the 
revenue to fund critical projects such 
as the Lagos-Calabar Coastal road, 
the Sokoto-Badagry Highway, Port 
Harcourt-Maiduguri rail line, ex-
pansion of the standard gauge from 
Ibadan to Abuja and then onward to 
Kaduna. These are the critical pro-
jects that will create a trickle-down 
effect on the economy to jumpstart it 
from its doldrums and provoke pro-
ductive enterprises among business 
concerns.

The three tiers of government 
have been smiling to the banks 
every month on account of huge 
revenue collected by the Federal 
Inland Revenue Service (FIRS) for 
the Federation. Shouldn’t focus 
shift to the other two tiers of gov-
ernment who have been getting 
more money since the removal of 
petrol subsidy by President Bola 
Tinubu?

That is what we call financial in-
justice in the system. Actually, many 
governors in Nigeria, maybe for po-
litical correctness, did not say much 
about the issue of workers conflict-
ing with the Federal Government on 
the issue of minimum wage neither 
did they support the Federal Gov-
ernment to do at least some defence 
within the realm so that citizens will 
not be unnecessarily agitated and 
then begin disturbances. But the 
truth of the matter is that the respec-
tive governments of the states of the 
federation today are now earning 
at least 40 per cent more than what 
they were earning before. It behoves 
them to come forward to explain to 
Nigerians why some A, and B, C pol-
icies have been done in their favour 
by the Federal Government. For ex-
ample, the removal of subsidy from 
petrol has helped states that were 
previously in debts like Osun State to 
begin to successfully and significant-
ly exit those debts and be able to pay 
workers. But do they give the credit 
to the Federal Government? The an-

swer is No. The states have been giv-
ing the credit to themselves as if they 
conjured up the fat allocations they 
are now getting. Whereas, we know 
it is directly as a result of the fact 
that the FAAC has been to get more 
money through removal of subsidy 
and the efficient revenue collection 
by FIRS. This is why the states have 
now been financially strong to do 
their capital projects. Some of these 
states are even doing a kind of subtle 
blackmail to give a dog a bad name 
in order to hang it. Otherwise, if 
your income has increased as a result 
of government policy, why can’t the 
states explain to their citizens and 
spend the money to make things bet-
ter for the citizens in their respective 
states? They have put all the burden 
on the Federal Government. It is a 
shame.

Do you think the recent Su-
preme Court judgment which 
states that allocations should be 
paid directly into the accounts of 
local government areas will also 
help bring down tension and en-
hance development at the grass-
roots?

I support the Federal Govern-
ment’s view, position and policy on 
this and for the Attorney General of 
the Federation to approach the Su-
preme Court for interpretation of 
the constitution and to make declar-
ative orders. This is perfectly in or-
der. This is actually how to govern a 
country. Do not forget that the local 
government councils in Nigeria are 
768 and not 774. This is provided in 
Section 3 subsection 6 of the 1999 
Constitution as amended. There six 
area councils in Abuja and if you add 
this number, you will get 774. But the 
area councils in Abuja are not local 
government councils. The Supreme 
Court ruled on this in 2002 in the 
Attorney General of the Federation 
versus Attorney General of Abia 
State and 35 others. But let us not go 
there. The truth of the matter is that 
the 768 local government councils 
in Nigeria will now directly bene-
fit from their allocations pursuant 
to Section 162 of the Constitution. 
The Supreme Court judgment is just 
half of the battle won. The other half 
of the battle to be won is to ensure 
that election into local government 
councils is not conducted by State 
Independent Electoral Commis-
sions (SIECs). There should be an 
amendment to the Electoral Act for 
that purpose so that the same elec-
tion will be conducted by INEC in 
order that there will be a level-play-
ing field. The SIECs are actually not 
independent of the governors who 
appoint their officers. But it is a good 
thing that local governments are 
now going to get their allocations 
directly from FAAC beginning from 
this month, that is July.

is a one-off levy. At any rate, why are 
the banks trying to shy away from 
their responsibility of contributing 
to the system? Their wealth comes 
from the commonwealth of Nige-
ria. Is that not? If your wealth comes 
from the commonwealth of a coun-
try and that country is in dire straits 
and it calls upon you to pay a levy on 
profits arising from your unpredict-
ed income, I don’t think that it is out 
of place for them to obey such call to 
help fatherland. 

Are there special benefits from a 
windfall tax?

sons. It is for the benefit of the public 
and it is in order.

Naturally, the Chartered Insti-
tute of Bankers of Nigeria (CIBN) 
has risen in defence of the banks to 
say asking them to pay a windfall 
levy amounts to double taxation 
because banks have already paid 
Companies Income Tax. What do 
you make of this argument?

I disagree absolutely with such 
stance from CIBN. What of the pro-
gressive deductions that the banks 
have been making with respect to 
ATM withdrawals by both the de-
positors and the withdrawers? Banks 
charge N20 per transaction and at 
times N50. Many of these deduc-
tions are actually illegal and the CBN 
should have asked them to return 
the money to their customers. These 
deductions run into billions of nai-
ra. But it would seem that the CBN 
did not want to rock the boat and 
has allowed the banks to earn some 
income for their stabilisation so that 
when a request for re-capitalisation 
would come, they would have some-
thing to use for that purpose. So, the 
banks can’t approbate and reprobate 
at the same time. They can’t be plac-
ing unlimited charges on their cus-
tomers and expect government not 
to come in with a decision to stabi-
lise the system. The windfall levy is 
a patriotic call made on the banks to 
contribute to the system. The banks 
should not see it as a tax. After all, it 

 The windfall levy 
is a patriotic call 

made on the banks 
to contribute to the 
system. The banks 

should not see it as a 
tax. After all, it is a 

one-off levy

Ogunyemi

A Professor of Economic History at the Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile Ife, Adetunji Ogunyemi, in this interview with Remi Feyisipo, spoke on the 
amendment of the Finance Act 2020 by the National Assembly to accommodate windfall levy on banks’ profits on foreign exchange transactions. The 
lawyer and public finance expert submits that the policy is perfectly in order, asking banks to see it as contribution to national development. Excerpts:
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Seyi Davids: Promoting sack 
farming with passion 

Ayo Oyoze Baje is Nigeria’s first food 
technologist to practice as a journalist.	
ayobaje@yahoo.co.uk; 07068638066

Food&Beverage

Becoming popular at a 
time when Nigerians 
are confronted with 
widespread hunger 
across the country, 

sack farming, also referred to as 
vertical sacks farming, which has 
gained attention in Kenya, Ghana 
and Zambia provides us with 
the opportunity to reduce food 
insecurity.

In its simple form sack farming is 
the growing of crops and vegetables 
in soil-filled sacks, polythene bags 
and containers. The most common 
plants planted include yam, sweet 
potato, and vegetables such as 
tomatoes, pepper, onion, cabbages, 
lettuce, and mushrooms. Spaces 

available in backyard, courtyard 
and corridors could be used for the 
bags or containers.

 The uniqueness of sack farming 
has to do with the advantages of 
saving space, allowing free flow of 
water down to the roots, as well 
as saving the energy spent on the 
manual cultivation of large spaces 
of land. It could also translate 
what is considered a hubby into a 
lucrative business. Interestingly, 
one distinguished Nigerian that 
is passionately promoting sack 
farming is none other than famous 
Farmer Seyi Davids, the CEO of the 
multiple award-winning Xtralarge 
Farms and Resorts Ltd.

It would be recalled that while 
celebrating the Workers Day 
on May 1, 2024 precisely in his 
media chat he highlighted the 
aforementioned benefits of sack 
farming. Emphasizing the fact that 
city dwellers who do not have access 
to vast acres of land could latch 
on sack farming to enhance food 
security, he urged Nigerians to key 
into it. Said he: "When you produce 
and eat healthy, organic food, other 
challenges are secondary". But there 
is more to his gospel of increased 
food safety and security than we 

may care to admit. Such should be 
promoted in the public sphere.

For instance, as a pragmatic 
advocate of organic farming, he 
has emphasized the importance 
of using compost manure, cow 
dung and chicken’s droppings as 
organic manure instead of chemical 
fertilizers. This, as it operates on a 
larger scale right there at Xtralarge 
Farms Agritech City, at Idi-Iroko 
boosts the production of organic 
food items that are safe for human 
consumption. These include yam, 
maize, cassava and radish to 
mention but a few. 

Giving teeth to the bite on 
the production of organic food, 
Xtralarge Farms has in place 
training programs for those 
interested in organic farming 
to benefit from. Through these 
enlightening and empowerment 
programs, participants get to know 
more about the steps to take, the 
cost implications, the amounts 
of raw materials required and of 
course, the right time to plant what 
item.

 With all these at the disposal 
of enlightened Nigerians the 
expectation is that most of us should 
get involved in sack farming. It is 

good for dwarf crops, as well as the 
use of hybrid seedlings that mature 
early, that are also disease- resistant 
and have bumper harvest.

Of significance, is that the duo 
of Dr. Seyi Davids and his ever 
resourceful wife, Dr. Moji Davids 
have emerged as the game-changers 
in Nigeria's fertile agriculture 
landscape, promoting self-
empowerment, entrepreneurship, 
tourism and healthy living. All 
these have materialised through the 
life-changing Xtralarge Farms and 
Resorts Ltd over the past enriching 
years.

With a moving mantra of 
"raising a generation of passionate 
farmers" and propelled by the 
unfailing value of integrity, which 
has become its watchword several 
lives have been transformed from 
the pitiable pit of poverty to the 
pinnacle of prosperity. These have 
been achieved by deploying the 
Food Network, and the Xtra Token 
which is the first - of - its - kind on 
the African continent.

,Xtra Token comes up as a 
digital asset through savings and 
investments that yield daily returns! 
"Do you mean daily returns on 
investment"? An interested investor 

once asked yours truly. And I 
responded with a vehement "yes". 
That is because the proposed 
allowable currency at the Agritech 
City kicks off with a startup of 
50,000 units. Yet, that is not all 
there is to the money making 
opportunities available to investors.
Next comes the Millionaires Club 
at the Agritech City through 
the members' introduction of 
people either to buy property or 
invite others for tourism. And 
interestingly, such visitors stand 
to gain more knowledge on the 
investment opportunities and 
healthy eating while they savour 
the peace and tranquility of the 
serene environment.

The empowerments are 
therefore, built on the state - of -the 
- art technologies that are second 
to none. It is therefore, advisable 
to connect with Xtralarge Farms to 
get the requisite knowledge on sack 
farming, and get actively involved 
in other investments that will 
empower every member to smile 
all the way to the bank.

Women urged to champion digital 
transformation, drive organisational change

Nigerian women in business 
and other spheres of life 
have been urged to cham-
pion digital transforma-

tion and drive organisational change 
to help position their businesses to a 
global audience.

“By inculcating digital transforma-
tion in women's leadership, organisa-
tions can unlock new potential, drive 
innovation, and create a more equi-
table and prosperous future,” Chris-
tiana Atako, president and chairman 
of council, Nigerian Institute of Man-
agement (NIM), stated at the opening 
ceremony of Women in Management 
and Leadership conference of the 
Institute held recently at the NECA 
house, Alausa Ikeja, Lagos.

According to her, the theme for 
the 2024 conference, ‘Digital Trans-
formation and Women Leadership’, 
is appropriate as technology is key to 
today’s women leaders who desire to 
distinguish themselves and be ahead 
of the rest of the pack.

She stated further that digital 
transformation and women's leader-
ship are two crucial aspects of human 
development that can drive significant 
positive change in organisations and 
society. “Digital transformation can 
create new opportunities for women's 
leadership and empowerment, while 
inclusive leadership and diverse per-

spectives can enhance digital transfor-
mation strategies.”

Atako stated further that to 
promote digital transformation in 
women’s leadership, there is need to 
provide training and development 
programs focused on digital skills 
and leadership, foster a culture of in-
clusivity and support, and celebrate 
women's achievements and successes 
in digital transformation.

“While digital transformation en-
tails leveraging technology to revo-
lutionise business models, processes, 
and customer experiences; women's 
leadership on the other hand is all 
about empowering women to take on 
leadership roles and make strategic 
decisions,” Atako stated.

Solape Akinpelu, CEO, HerVest 
and guest speaker, said that digital 
transformation is the integration of 
digital technology into all areas of a 
business, fundamentally changing 
how the business operates and deliver 

JOHN SALAU value to stakeholders.
Speaking on ‘Digital Transforma-

tion and Women Leadership’, Akin-
pelu stated further that businesses can 
leverage technology to reduce costs. 
According to her, the right technol-
ogy tools can help reduce overhead 
and minimize reliance on physical in-
frastructure. “Innovation is the spark, 
digital transformation is the flame.”

On the opportunities available to 
women in tech, she stated that the 
growing field of digital transforma-
tion represents a fertile ground for 
increasing female representation in 
leadership roles, especially with only 
28 percent of STEM leadership po-
sitions held by women, according to 
UNESCO.  Akinpelu stated further 
that businesses can leverage tech to 
develop new products or services. Ac-
cording to her, digital business trans-
formation can help companies collect 
and analyse data to identify new op-
portunities for innovation. 
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Business News

Kuda, SeerBit partner to drive 
safe, quick cardless payments

Kuda has announced a part-
nership with SeerBit, a 
payment gateway, to give 
access and drive safe, quick 

and easy online cardless payment 
options for its over 7 million cus-
tomers.

"Our partnership with SeerBit 
underscores our commitment to 
providing secure and user-friendly 
financial services. With their Kuda 
Pay ID, our customers can make 
online payments without the fear 
of exposing their debit card details, 
ensuring peace of mind in every 
transaction," Musty Mustapha, MD, 
Kuda Microfinance Bank, said in a 
statement.

He stated that with the partner-
ship, Nigerian fintech’s retail cus-
tomers can now look out for the ‘Pay 
With SeerBit’ option on local web-
sites and apps, which include an op-
tion to pay directly from their Kuda 
account with their secure Kuda Pay 
ID - a one-time code generated on 
their Kuda app.

Mustapha disclosed that by au-
thorising online payments with their 
Kuda Pay ID through SeerBit, Kuda 
customers can be confident that their 
financial information is protected, 
thereby reducing the likelihood of 
fraud and unauthorised transac-

tions. “The quick and safe payment 
option removes the need for typing 
in debit card details when making 
online payments.”

He stated further that SeerBit is 
a leading payment infrastructure 
provider, which offers comprehen-
sive payment solutions that enable 
businesses to thrive in the digital 
economy. “Through this partnership, 
Kuda is reinforcing its commitment 
to providing secure and innovative 
financial services that address the 
evolving needs of its customers.” 

According to the 2023 Annual 
Fraud Landscape report by the Ni-
gerian Inter-Bank Settlement System 
(NIBSS), N17.67bn was lost to fraud 
in 2023 which was a 23 percent in-
crease compared to the amount lost 
in 2022, indicating that online fraud 
remains a significant concern in the 
digital payment landscape.  

JOHN SALAU



Cover
Sunday  28 July 2024www.businessday.ng •  www.facebook.com/businessdayng •  businessDayNG •  businessdayng46 47Sunday  28 July 2024 www.businessday.ng •  www.facebook.com/businessdayng •  businessDayNG •  businessdayng

Nigeria under pressure as FG, governors, others 
hold countless meetings to avert protest

Before Tinubu 
became president, 

he supported 
protests against 
the government, 

he should face the 
realities now in 
Aso Rock. What 

goes around, comes 
around.

There is no preaching 
than to fix the 

economy, and save 
the poor from dieing

If the planned nationwide pro-
test takes effect as planned, it 
means for 10 days, starting from 
August 1, 2024, there will be un-
certainties as Nigeria may likely 

be grounded by the hungry and angry 
citizens, no matter how peaceful the 
protest goes.

The Federal Government and many 
other agencies of government have 
spared no energy to ensure that the 
impending protest does not materi-
alise.

For some days now, President Bola 
Ahmed Tinubu has been holding 
high-level meetings and consultations 
with some eminent Nigerians and 
stakeholders to avert the #EndBad-
Governance protest.

The government fears that if not 
stopped, the protest will impact the 
country worse than the #EndSAARS 
protest.

In solidarity with the government, 
some groups have distanced them-
selves from the protest, describing it 
as untimely and politically-sponsored.

But the reality on ground, according 
to many concerned Nigerians, cannot 
be denied as the country bleeds from 
all angles and the citizens are just 
walking corpses due to the untold and 
increasing hardship under the present 
administration.

From sachet water, cheap noodles, 
and even ‘garri’, people now pay more 
to get less of these items.

"We bought bags of sachet water at 
N150 each to quench our thirst while 
on solidarity rally on Workers' Day 
last year in Abuja, but same is N400 
per bag now and a paint bucket of gar-
ri is now N3500 from N1500 before 
May 29th presidential inauguration," 
Etinosa Eromosele, a consultant sur-
geon in a private hospital in Abuja, 
lamented.

Lamenting further, the medical 
consultant said, "So, what will the 
poor do if the cheapest things are now 
out of hand, especially food. Many are 
dieing every day for lack of money to 
buy even the cheapest malaria drug. 
Please ask the government that said 
people should not protest when com-
mon 'pure water' is no longer afford-
able, yet it will do nothing to alleviate 
their suffering. They are boasting of 
N70,000 minimum wage that cannot 
solve any problem."

For Bidemi Balogun, a banker in 
Lagos, the high cost of living makes 
any salary increment meaningless.

"Even if you are being paid N5 mil-
lion every month, the hardship will 
consume it because house rent, chil-
dren school fees, home upkeep, car 
maintenance, security fees and even 
money dashed to people to run er-
rands for you have more than doubled 
in the last one year," the banker said.

He commended some companies, 
like his, that have reviewed staff sal-
aries and allowances with good per-
centages. But the reality, according to 

ruption of this administration," Onye-
chere said.

Hannah Oni, an assistant director 
in a Federal Government parastatal, 
whose daughter schools in Atlanta, 
USA, decried that the medical student 
is at the mercy of the school because 
she has failed to meet her financial 
obligations twice due to the unimag-
inably exchange rate.

"The foreign students aid office is 
helping her for now. I have registered 
her immediate junior at the Univer-
sity of Abuja because I cannot afford 
to train two children abroad. My hus-
band is polygamous and do not care 
about us," she cried out.

She also noted that some Nigeri-
an students abroad, according to her 
daughter, are abandoning their edu-
cation because of the inability of their 
parents or sponsors to fund them 
again.

Even in Nigeria, many parents who 
could not afford to send their chil-
dren to foreign universities are now 
withdrawing them from private ones 
to public institutions due to the huge 
amount charged by the business, but 
not quality-minded operators of the 
private schools as most people beleive.

With the increasing suffering in the 
land, no respite in sight, government's 
efforts not yielding expected results 
yet, and sadly, the luxurious lifestyle 
of government appointees in this time 
of lack, that seems to mock the poor, 
supporters of the #EndBadGovernan-
ceProtest are insisting that the protest 
must hold.

The above are enough reasons to ask 
for better government and good life 
for the people of Nigeria, according 
to Northern Voices for Justice (NVJ), 
which has called on men, women and 
youths in the 19 northern states of Ni-
geria to join the protest.

OBINNA EMELIKE
and others distancing themselves from it, 
even political groups like the South-East 
Governors’ Forum, majority of the citizen-
ry seem ready to hit the road on August 1, 
2024 as long as there will be no violence.

For Faloye of the Adebanjo-led faction of 
the Afenifere, there is no need to fear.

“We don’t believe that people will come 
out and start burning. We have seen years 
and years of protests, and we realise that it 
becomes violent when the government tries 
to stop it,” he said.

Meanwhile, many are calling on security 
operatives to maintain law and order during 
the protest to avert anarchy, which will war-
rant the government to use force.

They argued that a government that usu-
ally romance the electorates during election 
period, should also allow them to express 
their dissatisfaction with its policies or poor 
governance.

But most supporters of the protest have 
been assuring that it will be peaceful across 
the country, considering some measure be-
ing put in place to ensure that.

“To ensure the safety and integrity of our 
protests, we have arranged for bouncers 
who will be present across all 19 Northern 
States to prevent any form of infiltration by 
hoodlums or disruptive elements. This is a 
peaceful protest, and we will maintain the 
highest standards of conduct," the NVJ con-
vener assured.

Faloye is of the view that the protest will 
be peaceful if the government did not hijack 
it.

“In most cases, it is not the protesters that 
usually stoke violence; it is the government 
or political thugs that make protests to turn 
violent,” Faloye said.

Despite the warning, threats and appeal 
by the government, many citizens have 
said that they would not step out of their 
residences on August 1. Many are current-
ly making plans to stockpile food to avoid 
“had I known.”

But a big question remains if the govern-
ment will be moved to take drastic action, 
whether the protest holds or not, consider-
ing its sustained call for more time and de-
fensive approaches to its lapses.

him, is that prices are increasing every 
day to make the new salaries mean-
ingless, while employers cannot afford 
to increase salaries every six months 
to match the soaring cost of living.

Also, the numbers are not giving 
hope to the poor masses.

According to the National Bureau 
of Statistics (NBS) Nigeria's inflation 
hit a new 28-year high of 34.19 per-
cent in annual terms in June 2024, 
from 33.95 percent in May, signaling 
more trouble ahead.

As well, food inflation is soaring ev-
ery day, leaving many families hungry.

According to the NBS, on a month-
on-month basis, food inflation rate in 
July 2023 was 3.45 percent, about 1.06 
percent higher compared to the rate 
recorded in June 2023, which was 2.40 
percent, but the rate of increase today, 
a year after, is unimaginably and the 
reason food is now out of the reach of 
many.

Considering the above, Mike On-
yechere, an Abuja-based human right 
lawyer, is more concerned that the 
government is not sincere in handling 
the situation, rather always putting up 
defence and urging for patience and 
more time.

"For how long will the poor be pa-
tient while politicians live large. We 
see all of them enjoying and telling us 
to tight our belts. That is the height of 
injustice if I may say.

"If this government is cutting down 
on luxury spending, unnecessary for-
eign trips, high cost of refurbishing 
their living quarters, huge sums allo-
cated to themselves through budget 
padding and preference of Dollars 
to Naira as cash gift to their cronies, 
Nigerians will understand, but they 
are very insensitive to the plight of 
the masses, who have every reason to 
protest the poor governance and cor-

of the citizens to protest is not only justi-
fied but are also protected by the Nigeri-
an Constitution.

"The Section 40 of the Nigerian Con-
stitution guarantees every citizen the 
right to assemble freely and protest.

“So, those who want to stop the pro-
test are working against the interest of 
the constitution, democracy and free-
dom because the citizens have the right 
to exercise constitutional right, demand 
justice and accountability from those 
in power, by any means apart from vio-
lence,” the lawyer explained.

For the Ayo Adebanjo-led faction of 
Afenifere, pan-Yoruba socio-cultural 
group, which threw its weight behind the 
upcoming protest, the mass action is an 
organic reaction to the government’s 
failed economic policies.

According to Justice Faloye, its pub-
licity secretary, Afenifere had previous-
ly lamented the economic policies of 
the Tinubu administration.

“Afenifere is not planning to be a part 
of the protest, but we support anybody 
who wants to express their fundamen-
tal human rights. And because we, in 
Afenifere, have been warning about the 
economic policies – that if it continues, 
‘if you continue with the (removal of) 
subsidies and high inflation’, there is no 
way you can stop people, you cannot 
tell a hungry man to wait,” he explained.

From the government side, and refer-
encing the #EndSAARSProtest, the fear 
is the hoodlums will take advantage of 
it to cause mayhem that will undermine 
the essence of the protest, hence the 
sustained call for boycott.

George Akume, Secretary to the Gov-
ernment of the Federation and Nuhu 
Ribadu, National Security Adviser, after 
a closed-door meeting with ministers 
regarding the protests, urged the youth 
to give the government more time to 
address economic concerns rather than 
proceeding with the protest.

Acknowledging the role of protests in 
a democracy, Heineken Lokpobiri,

Minister of State for Petroleum Re-
sources, who appealed to youth in Ni-

ger Delta region to remain calm and shun 
the planned protest against economic 
hardship in the country, warned against 
those who might exploit it for malicious 
purposes.

“Certain groups are looking to use this 
protest to incite violence and crime. We 
must not let non-state-actors disrupt our 
peace and stability,” he cautioned.

Adediran Onabule, a constitutional 
lawyer is also of the view that protest will 
not solve the problem.

“I know that to protest is your demo-
cratic right, but there are broader impli-
cations on our national stability and prog-
ress. I think that sponsors of the protest 
should consider dialogue and collabora-
tion,” the lawyer said.

He also noted that some government 
appointees and politicians, especially 
those who have never visited their constit-
uencies after winning elections in 2023, 
are now calling on people to boycott the 
protests, some pundits have observed.

"I am from Sagbama in Bayelsa State, 
and so, a full-fledged Niger Deltan. 
Heineken Lokpobiri is calling for con-
structive engagement and dialogue, and 
that is what the government has done with 
Boko Haram, herdsmen, bandits and kid-
nappers, yet terrorists are on rampage. The 
dialogue has never worked. What Nigeri-
ans want now is solutions and not excuses 
after one year.

"Before Tinubu became president, he 
supported protests against the govern-
ment, he should face the realities now 
in Aso Rock. What goes around, comes 
around.

There is no preaching than to fix the 
economy, and save the poor from dieing. 
The hardship is worse in Niger Delta now 
because our soil cannot produce crops, 
visitors are stealing our oil, government is 
pointing at us, and soldiers are intimidat-
ing our people," Preye Ibiwari, a Universi-
ty Port Harcourt lecturer, said.

Though the calls for boycotting the pro-
test are increasing, with some socio-cul-
tural groups, like the Arewa Youth Assem-
bly, the Reuben Fasoranti-led Afenifere, 

"The unbearable cost of living, soar-
ing food prices, and lack of subsidies 
on essential services have pushed 
many families to the brink of starva-
tion and despair,” Sani Saeed Altukry, 
convener of NVJ said.

"This is an urgent call to action, an 
emergency response to the injustices 
and hardships imposed on us by an 
indifferent and corrupt administra-
tion.”

He also insisted that to protest 
against poor governance is a constitu-
tional right of the citizens.

In the same vein, Onyechere, a hu-
man right lawyer, noted that the wish 

Rising cost of malaria...
drugs we were giving him. Do you 
know what? I spent N30,000 just like 
that! Although he became well, that 
amount, just to treat ‘ordinary malar-
ia’ is too much.”

The drugs for treating diabetes 
are also becoming increasingly un-
affordable for many patients. Dia-
betes, another major health issue in 
Nigeria, has seen a significant rise in 
treatment costs

“The price of the drug I use has 
increased from N3,000 to N22,000 
per bottle, and I need three bottles 
a month. On top of that, syringes 
now cost N600 each, up from N30 to 
N50,” said Bernard Enyia, a Nigerian 
diabetic and vice president of the Di-
abetes Association of Nigeria.

“I’ve been diabetic since 2008, and 
to this day, all my tests and medica-
tions are paid out of pocket,” he add-
ed.

Diabetic patients in Nigeria face 
skyrocketing costs for essential 
medications and supplies, such as 
insulin injections and glucose mon-
itoring devices.

Enyia further said: “Health insur-
ance doesn’t cover diabetes drugs. 
Even when health facilities have 
the medication, they often claim 
it's out-of-stock due to high costs. 
My monthly expenses for diabetes 
treatment exceed N100,000, which 
is unsustainable for many Nigerians.

“There’s a machine we use 
to check blood sugar that costs 
N30,000, and the strips are priced 
between N15,000 and N20,000 for 
just 50 pieces. For those of us who 
check our blood every day, visit-
ing the hospital costs N2,000 daily. 
Treatment has become unafford-
able, leading many patients to aban-
don their prescribed treatments.

“Private hospitals often aim to 
minimise spending and maximise 
profits. Consequently, any expen-
sive diabetes drugs are not included 
in their list, leaving patients to pur-
chase them independently.”

Enyia further said that some-
times, these days, he forgoes buying 
the drugs in order to buy food for 
the family because of the high cost 
of food items.

“Although I need the drugs to 
manage the case, I sometimes pri-
oritise between buying drugs and 
buying food for my family. The high 
cost of food is equally weighing 
down on me and complicating mat-
ters,” he said.

The lack of affordable treatment 
forces patients to seek cheaper, 
less-effective alternatives, some-
times falling victim to fraudulent 
cure claims. The stigma surround-
ing diabetes further complicates the 
situation, hindering open discus-
sion and early intervention.

Many patients with diabetes find 
it difficult to afford the necessary 
medications and supplies. This can 
lead to poor management of the dis-
ease and an increased risk of com-
plications, such as cardiovascular 
diseases, kidney failure, and ampu-
tations.

"I have been living with diabetes 
for over ten years," said Chukwuma 
Anozie, also a diabetes patient.

Continued from Page 1

The Nigerian healthcare system's 
limitations are exacerbated by so-
cio-economic factors. Poverty and 
limited healthcare infrastructure 
in rural areas hinder effective dia-
betes management. Public health 
campaigns are less robust compared 
to malaria initiatives, resulting in 
a knowledge gap about the impor-
tance of early diagnosis and lifestyle 
modifications.

"The high cost of treating malaria 
and diabetes has had a profound im-
pact on healthcare access and qual-
ity in Nigeria. Many people, espe-
cially those in rural areas, struggle 
to afford the necessary treatments. 
This has led to delayed or inade-
quate treatment, resulting in more 
severe health outcomes," Ojo Sikiru, 
a Lagos-based medical practitioner, 
said.

According to him, "The high cost 
of healthcare is a major barrier to 
accessing treatment. Many people 
cannot afford to pay for medica-
tions or hospital visits, which leads 
to poorer health outcomes and in-
creased mortality rates.

"Average patronage for malaria, 
both complicated and uncomplicat-
ed per month, is what we see more 
in the facility and amount charged 
per patient for treating malaria in 
private hospitals varies depending 
on how complicated," said Sikiru.

Government investment in 
healthcare is crucial to reducing the 
financial burden on patients," said 
Sikiru. "Providing subsidies for es-
sential medications and improving 

benga Mokuolu, a pediatrician and 
strategic advisor to the Minister of 
Health. "Most of these drugs now 
face resistance. But the biggest prob-
lem we have is people not testing for 
malaria. It’s not that effective malar-
ia drugs do not exist, but rather that 
many patients aren’t being properly 
diagnosed," Mokuolu said.

Emphasizing the importance of 
testing, Mokuolu said: “Anyone sus-
pected of having malaria should be 
tested before treatment. Malaria is a 
severe condition, and untreated cas-
es can lead to complication, which is 
life-threatening.

“Many Nigerians turn to tradi-
tional herbs due to economic hard-
ships, but malaria is a scientifical-
ly-understood disease transmitted 
by mosquitoes. Public education 
has improved, but we still see peo-
ple opting for unverified treatments.

"Malaria treatment in primary 
care facilities is either free or signifi-
cantly subsidised," Mokuolu high-
lighted. "However, in the private 
sector, the cost can be substantial."

"Complicated malaria requires 
critical care, including oxygen sup-
plementation and blood transfu-
sions, which makes hospital admis-
sion a necessity."

Mokuolu reiterated the ongoing 
need for public education and prop-
er healthcare infrastructure.

"Significant progress has been 
made, but continuous efforts are 
required to address misconceptions 
and improve access to effective ma-
laria treatment."

"The cost of my medications has 
more than doubled in the past few 
years. Sometimes, I have to skip 
doses because I can't afford to buy 
my insulin."

Analysts say diabetes treatment in 
Nigeria presents a more challenging 
picture, noting that the rising inci-
dence of diabetes, particularly Type 
2 diabetes, has strained an already 
overburdened healthcare system.

They said that lack of awareness, 
inadequate access to medical facil-
ities, and high costs of treatment 
contribute to the growing crisis.

An endocrinologist at Lagos 
University Teaching Hospital ex-
plains the gravity of the situation: 
"Diabetes is a silent epidemic in 
Nigeria. Many patients present with 
complications due to late diagnosis 
and poor management. The cost 
of insulin and other medications is 
prohibitive for many, leading to sub-
optimal treatment outcomes."

access to healthcare facilities can 
make a significant difference."

In an investigation by Business-
DaySunday, the costs of various 
antimalarial drugs are as follows: 
Coartem 80/480 is sold for N3,500; 
Coartem 20/120, N1,600; Amatem 
softgel N3,000; Lonart DS N3,000, 
and Artequick at N2,000. Prices of 
most of the above-mentioned drugs 
were not up to N1,000 one year ago.

“The only antimalaria drugs that 
are still being sold cheap these days 
are the unbranded ones, which 
people cannot vouch on their effi-
cacy,” a pharmacist, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity, said.

For diabetes medications, prices 
are as follows: Glucophage 500mg 
costs N4,500, Glucophage 1,000mg 
is N9,500, Amaryl 2mg is N6,000, 
and Amaryl 4mg is N11,000.

"A major obstacle is the growing 
resistance of malaria parasites to 
common drugs," explained Olug-
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Continued from Page 1

...there is a need for 
the regulator and 

operators to deepen 
support for rural 

agents. According 
to him, providing 

infrastructure support 
and incentives for 

rural agents will help 
to ensure continued 

operation

Nigeria’s growing PoS agents’ faces regulatory...

Continued from Page 1

Nigerians resort to pieces of yam as...
the food inflation rate in June 2024 
rose 40.87 percent on a year-on-year 
basis, which was 15.62 percent points 
higher compared to 25.25 percent re-
corded in June 2023.

Yam, one of the major staples, 
seems to have gone out of the menu 
list of many families as a result of the 
high cost. Currently, a tuber of yam 
that can satisfy a family of five now 
costs N10,000 as against N3,000 or 
N3,500 this period last year.  

The current cruel economic con-
dition of the country has negatively 
altered the choice of many Nigerians 
in many ways. This is evident in what 
they eat as prices of food items have 
gone beyond their affordability.

The effect of the constant pressure 
on the prices of the common food has 
created holes in many pockets leaving 
a lot of Nigerians hungry, and mal-
nourished.

The drastic surge in the price of 
yam, particularly, has made it less of 
an option in the food list of several 
families, making it almost impossible 
to satisfy the wants and cravings of 
both kids and adult individuals.

“That’s the reason we now cut 
some tubers into smaller sizes, some 
into halves, some into smaller pieces 
depending on the amount the cus-
tomers have. Besides doing that to 
clear out stock and avoid loss due 
to decay and waste, it also seems 
to be making a lot more sense than 
whole tubers nowadays.” She further 
said that people are putting a lot of 
thinking in whatever they do now 
and how they spend their money. 
They do not want waste.

According to her, “Another reason 
why people buy the ‘cut yam’ is to avoid 
buying a whole tuber only to find out 
some parts are bad. But you know that 
this is a result of not having enough 
money. When people had money and 
could afford tubers of yam, they did 
not bother if the tubers were going to 
be bad inside of not. They could afford 
it then.”

Speaking on the implication of the 
high cost for the sellers, she said: “Be-
fore now, two or three people could 
contribute to buy a full truckload of 
yam tubers comfortably, not anymore. 
Now, big yam stores buy a truckload of 
yams in pairs of 5s, 6s, and as many as 
10s.”

How NASS shut governors in with passage ...
Continued from Page 1

Legislative List is seen as a big relief 
in the battle for workers’ welfare, es-
pecially at the sub-national level.

The law contained far-reaching 
measures, including the three yearly 
reviews, as well as the retention of 
the Minimum Wage in the Exclusive 
Legislative List, despite attempts by 
some governors to pressure the law-
makers to move it to the Concurrent 
Legislative List.

The passage of the bill implies that 
the 36 states of the federation are du-
ty-bound to pay the new minimum 
wage. It is not optional.

Chris Onyeka, top member of the 
Nigeria Labour Congress (NLC), in 
an interview with BusinessDaySun-
day in Abuja, commended the law-
makers for “not caving in to the de-
mands of the governors.”

Onyeka said that the willingness 
to pay was the problem and not that 
the state governors did not have the 
money.

He reminded the governors that 
the states will not run successfully 
if the workforce are not properly 
motivated.

“You do not to muzzle the ox. 
Workers’ salaries are not payments 
made to charity. They (governors) 
think we should clap for them when 
they pay workers’ salaries; people 
should know that the machinery 
of governance will grind to a halt 
without the workers. Workers cre-
ate the wealth, maintain the hospi-
tal, life blood of the nation.

“We have seen a governor in this 
country who claims he can’t pay 
N30,000 as minimum wage, but 
ended up, paying about $800,000 as 
school fees in advance for his chil-
dren. Many spend money maintain-
ing guest houses in Abuja and else-

where around the world, but when 
it comes to issues of workers’ sala-
ries, they develop cold feet. This is 
bad for our country’s development.”

The labour leader said that mem-
bers of the organised labour accept-
ed N70,000 minimum wage, on 
ground of sacrifice.

“We agreed on the figure just to 
stop the government from increas-
ing the price of PMS,” he said. Re-
acting to the argument by the organ-
ised Private Sector that they would 
not be able to pay N70,000, Onyeka 
expressed surprise, as the sector had 
earlier said that most of them pay 
as high as N78,000 to the least-paid 
worker in their establishments.

"We are at a loss that even the pri-
vate sector which initially revealed 
at the tripartite committee meeting 
that the lowest paid in the sector 
was earning N78,000, could now 
turn around to say they can't pay 

N70,000 as minimum wage.
"Our joy however, is that this is 

now a law and anyone who defaults 
will have the law to contend with." 

Etim Okon, deputy president of 
the Trade Union Congress (TUC), 
while also speaking on the issue, 
welcomed the new minimum wage, 
warning that the organised labour 
would move to ensure that the gov-
ernors implement the new wage as 
passed and that workers are paid as 
and when due at the states.

“We had proposed that states 
owing workers have the salaries de-
ducted from their FAAC allocations 
and paid directly to workers, if that 
will solve the problems.

“There are no genuine reasons 
why these governors will be with-
holding workers’ salaries while 
they engage in extravagant spend-
ing. They have forgotten that with-
out the workers, the states will not 

function,” he said.
The Bill, which was sent by Presi-

dent Bola Tinubu, sought to amend 
the 2019 minimum wage to increase 
the National Minimum Wage from 
N30,000 to N70,000 and reduce 
review interval from five years to 
three years.

Mike Ozekhome, a Senior Advo-
cate of Nigeria (SAN), in his assess-
ment of the new Minimum Wage, 
noted that “Addressing the issue 
of poor take-home pay through 
minimum wage policies requires a 
nuanced approach that considers 
the economic, social, and labour 
market impacts, as well as poten-
tial policy solutions to support both 
workers and employers.”

The lawyer wondered if these fac-
tors were considered by the Tinubu 
government before arriving at the 
N70,000 Minimum Wage

“A situation where workers can 

neither fend for themselves, nor their 
families is deplorable and must be 
avoided. It can lead to chaos, anarchy 
and uncontrollable social unrest,” he 
said.

He further said that the increase 
comes at a time Nigerians are asphyx-
iating under severe hardship amid ex-
cruciatingly high cost of living driven 
by spiraling inflation and dire econom-
ic challenges in an inclement environ-
ment of palpable government wastes, 
leakages and ostentatious living.

Ozekhome, citing an example with a 
bag of rice, said: “Nigerians have refused 
to indulge in any euphoria of jubilation 
as the N70,000 will not even be able to 
buy a bag of rice which now sells for be-
tween N75,000 and N100,000 per bag. 
They wonder how this meager enhance-
ment of salary will positively affect the 
high cost of accommodation, transpor-
tation, electricity, healthcare services, 
living standards, etc.”

For him, “The take-home pay of ev-
ery worker ought to be a matter of pub-
lic interest, especially to those minding 
the levers of power, because it is a criti-
cal issue affecting all workers, employ-
ers of labour and the entire economy. 
Poor compensation or remuneration 
breeds inequality and affects produc-
tivity and this can serve as a catalyst for 
social vices such as stealing, banditry, 
insurgency, kidnapping, suicide, ho-
micide, armed robbery, prostitution, 
human and drug trafficking, etc.”

He cited the global best practices 
under which the international organi-
sations, governments and non-govern-
mental organisations have coined terms 
such as “minimum wage”, “living wage” 
and “reasonable wage” to describe the 
different types of wages every worker 
should be entitled to, with a view to ad-
dressing poor wages and its attendant 
consequences.

Local food vendors find it difficult 
to keep up the dishes that involve the 
use of yam. Likewise, yam traders, both 
wholesalers and retailers do not find it 
favourable either. 

As a result of the decline on the 
part of both buyers and sellers, retail-
ers have resorted to making it easier 
to not only retain customers but also 
keep the market running by selling 
yam in pieces in order to make it af-
fordable to those who cannot buy a 
whole tuber. 

In a brief interview with Business-
DaySunday, Mama Ogieva, a yam 
dealer at Ijesha market in Surulere, 
Lagos, revealed that “Many customers 
no longer buy yam as much, and as of-
ten as they bought last year.

“Not everyone who was used to 
buying a whole tuber of the big-sized 
yams can afford it now because it's 
now very expensive. I used to sell the 
big tubers for around 5000 naira last 
year but as I speak to you today, it is 
exactly double the price, N10,000.

“In the course of offloading and 
shading the goods, we often end up 
having lots of broken tubers which 
eventually brings satisfaction to some 
customers due to the price hike.

past.
The Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN) has 

introduced new guidelines requiring PoS 
agents to register with the Corporate Af-
fairs Commission (CAC) and obtain a li-
cense from the CBN.

While the intention is to ensure account-
ability and stability, the requirements pose 
significant challenges for the majority of 
PoS agents who are micro businesses.

The mandatory CAC registration for PoS 
operators in Nigeria has significant impli-
cations for PoS operators, financial inclu-
sion, and the economy as a whole.

For many of these agents, the cost impli-
cation of registration and licensing fees are 
prohibitively high, as many agents operate 
on thin margins.

While challenges exist, the benefits of 
registration according to some operators 
who spoke with BusinessDay Sunday out-
weigh the costs.

They are of the opinion that with prop-
er education, support, and simplification 
of the registration process, Nigeria can 
enhance financial inclusion and economic 
stability.

“We have employed all our communica-
tion channels such as weekly phone calls, 
email, SMS, and videoconference platforms 
to sensitise, encourage, and guide on the 
registration process. At the top of the list 
is PalmPay which was able to integrate the 
CAC registration platform on the PalmPay 
business app to make it easier for agents to 
register for a token fee of N19, 500,” Enake-
no Emuteme, head, marketing and com-
munications, PalmPay, told BDSunday.

He further said that the platform pushed 
out press releases in June to sensitise PoS 
agents on its platform. According to him, 
the platform has been reaching out to the 
different stakeholder groups in different 
states to sensitise their members on the 
need to register with CAC.

“Last month, we hosted the Lagos Chap-
ter of the Association of Mobile Money and 
Bank Agents of Nigeria (AMMBAN) where 
we urged them to speak to their members. 
We have a dedicated 24/7 CS and BD team 
that has been available to attend to agents 
even during weekends,” Emuteme said.

However, another agent told Business-
Day that she considered the cost to be high. 
She said that her PoS business was meant to 
support her hairdressing business.

“I only operate one PoS machine with 
Baxi; so, paying N19, 500 for CAC regis-
tration will eat into my small capital,” Baxi 
Kafayat said.

According to Kafayat, registering her 
business for CAC will affect the day-to-day 
operation of the business. She disclosed 
that many of the PoS agents around her 
area have a way of swapping money among 
themselves to meet customers’ requests.

Enobong Wisdom of F-Class Ventures 
told BD Sunday that he did not have to reg-
ister afresh because he had to upload the 
CAC certificate of his other business inter-
est on the PoS portal.

“I uploaded the certificate for my music 
studio and it shows success. But my guy 
that wanted to help in registering the PoS 
told me they will calculate all the taxes I 
have not been paying; that is my own fear 
now.”  

Similarly, another operator in Amu-
wo-Odofin, Lagos, told BD Sunday that he 
did not have to register his PoS business be-
cause he has an existing registered business 

with the CAC. He said that his CAC 
certificate for Ifeanyi Communica-
tions was uploaded to cover for his 
PoS business.

Modupe Oni, Smod Ventures, dis-
closed to BD Sunday that she could 
not register her business name with 
PoS service provider because of the 
caveat attached on the registration 
portal. She said that all the require-
ments for the registration have been 
met on the Moniepoint portal but 
decided to disengage her registration 
because of the terms and condition: 
“Moniepoint will not be liable as a 
third party should anything happen 
to the registration.”

Oni said that she decided to en-
gage someone else for the registra-
tion because of the added benefit 
that came with it. “She offered to do 
my CAC for N25, 000 and also added 
that she will also include my tax pin, 
which the other registration did not 
provide.”

According to her, regulators and 
operators should provide support 
mechanisms for small-scale PoS 
operators who may struggle with 
registration fees and other require-
ments. She said that registration of 
PoS agents enhances economic sta-
bility of their various localities by 
reducing the risk of illegal activities. 
“Formalised PoS operators can create 
more jobs, contributing to economic 
growth.”

However, speaking on the chal-
lenges faced by PoS agents, Ifeanyi 
said that many agents are unaware 
of the new requirements, leading to 

non-compliance. According to him, 
inadequate infrastructure in some 
rural areas where PoS agents are 
most active, often lack the necessary 
infrastructure to support their regis-
tration process.

He said further that the removal 
of non-compliant agents will re-
duce access to financial services in 
underserved areas. According to 
him, PoS agent network contributes 
significantly to Nigeria's economy; 
hence a decline in the number of 
agents across the country will have 
far-reaching economic consequences 
on Nigeria and Nigerians.

AMMBAN decries mandatory 
CAC registration for PoS agents

The Association of Mobile Mon-
ey and Bank Agents of Nigeria 
(AMMBAN) earlier in the year de-
cried the Central Bank of Nigeria 
(CBN) directive mandating all Point 
of Sale (PoS) agents to register with 
the Corporate Affairs Commission 
(CAC).

AMMBAN stated then that the 
reason tendered by the regulator that 
the registration was to curb crime 
in the fintech space was not tena-
ble, maintaining that it was purely a 
revenue-driven agenda. “AMMBAN 
strongly disagrees with the recent 
directive by the Corporate Affairs 
Commission (CAC) that all PoS 
agents must register with it, regard-
less of their status as individuals or 
non-individuals.”

The body disclosed that it be-
lieved the directive was unnecessary, 

contradictory to existing laws, and 
amounts to a mere revenue genera-
tion move to further tax hapless Ni-
gerians. “We know the implications 
of most of these policies that are not 
well thought out and their impacts 
on the economy generally. We have 
lost over 1.5 million jobs in the last 
one year,” Fasasi Sarafadeen Atanda, 
chairman, AMMBAN, stated.

According to him, Nigeria cur-
rently has over 3.7 million PoS in cir-
culation. However, service providers 
were only able to deploy 2.7 million, 
leaving the gap of one million PoS 
amounting to a loss of about one mil-
lion jobs in Nigeria.

AMMBAN stated that it had made 
and would still make spirited efforts 
in combating the issue of crimes 
within the Nigerian fintech ecosys-
tem and condemned the insistence 
of CAC to deploy the police to exe-
cute the directive against those who 
fail to register their business before 
the speculated deadline.

Implications for PoS operators
Formalization of business regis-

tration with CAC provides a sense 
of legitimacy and credibility. It will 
also help micro, small and medium 

enterprises (MSMEs) position for 
business grants by providing access 
to credit. Accordingly, registered 
businesses can access credit facilities 
from financial institutions, to enable 
them expand their business opera-
tions.

Similarly, business registration en-
sures tax compliance, which will re-
duce the risk of penalties and fines in 
the long run. Also, registration with 
CAC will help in protecting their 
business name, and prevent other 
businesses from using their business 
name.

Beyond the implication of busi-
ness registration with CAC, there 
are other financial inclusion impli-
cations for PoS agents on the back of 
increased access to financial services. 
Furthermore, registered PoS agents 
can offer more financial services to 
enhance financial inclusion of their 
localities.

Similarly, the registration of their 
business with the CAC will help to 
ease the migration of the business 
from the informal to formal sector, 
which is also another way of posi-
tioning the business to access more 
capital.

Accordingly, registering with the 
CAC will lead to improved finan-
cial stability as registered PoS agents 
will be able to contribute to financial 
stability by operating within regu-
latory frameworks, which will also 
contribute to increased revenue for 
the government; because registered 
PoS agents will be able to pay taxes, 
and generate revenue for the govern-
ment.

Way forward
Stakeholders said that there is a 

need for the regulator to simplify the 
registration process to accommodate 
PoS agents in rural areas by stream-
lining the registration process to re-
duce costs and complexity.

Ifeanyi said further that there is a 
need for the regulator and operators 
to deepen support for rural agents. 
According to him, providing infra-
structure support and incentives for 
rural agents will help to ensure con-
tinued operation.

He also disclosed that the imple-
mentation can be phased to allow 
agents more time to comply with the 
CAC directive. He said further that 
regulators should conduct nation-
wide awareness campaigns to edu-
cate agents on the requirements and 
benefits of registering their business 
with CAC.

It is believed that Nigeria's growing 
PoS agent network faces a regulatory 
roadblock that threatens the progress 
made in financial inclusion. While 
the CBN's guidelines aim to ensure 
accountability, it is crucial to address 
the challenges faced by agents and 
find a balance between regulation 
and growth.

By simplifying the registration 
process, increasing awareness, sup-
porting rural agents, and implement-
ing the guidelines in phases, Nigeria 
can ensure the continued expansion 
of its PoS agent network and main-
tain momentum in financial inclu-
sion.
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TheWorshipper
Catholic bishops launch Apostolate to 
care for migrants, refugees in Nigeria

Jehovah’s Witnesses set for 
2024 regional conventions

Je h ov a h’s  Wi t n e s s e s 
(JW) is set to hold its 
2024 'Declare the Good 
News' convention series 

beginning the weekend of 
August 9 -11, 2024.

The convention, which is 
free to participants is expected 
to draw over 3,000 attendees 
weekly to each of the Lekki, 
Badagry, and Daluwon for a 
total of 17 weekends.

“These conventions are 
a highlight of the year for 
thousands of people who need 
to experience some positivity 
in their lives, and we are happy 
to enjoy the programme once 
again in this welcoming 
and hospitable city," Ezekiel 
Bolaji, local spokesperson for 
Jehovah’s Witnesses said in a 
statement.

Bolaji disclosed that the 
convention will be held at the 
Assembly Halls of Jehovah’s 
Witnesses at Lekki, Lagos, 
Ọta, Ogun and Daluwon, 
Mowe-Ofada Road, Ogun state. 
"Last year, nearly 13 million 
people attended more than 
6,000 three-day conventions 
worldwide."

According to him, the 
convention will expectedly 
fuel the economy of the local 
cities hosting JW across the 
two states.

Bolaji stated further that the 

three-day live event, which is 
open to the public, will deliver 
only good news in a world 
where bad news endlessly 
streams on social media, TV 
and radio.

" O n e  o f  t h e  l a r g e s t 
convention organisations in 
the world returns to Lagos and 
Ogun states, Southwest Nigeria, 
with a much-anticipated 
motivational program to 
comfort and encourage the 
public."

He stated further that 
the 'Declare the Good News' 
convention will present Bible-
based videos, discourses and 
interviews on topics such as:   
why do we need good news?  
What will you do for the sake 
of the good news; why we 
don’t fear bad news, and hold 

firmly to the good news —
why and how? According to 
him, Saturday spotlights a 
baptism of candidates from 
surrounding communities, 
while a two-part video feature 
will captivate the audience on 
Friday and Saturday.

He disclosed that prior 
to each convention, local 
congregations will engage in a 
campaign to invite community 
members. “We are excited 
to work once again with city 
officials in Daluwon, to host 
our conventions,” Bolaji stated.

The convention is free to 
attend starting on Fridays from 
8:20 a.m. to 3:50 p.m.; Saturday 
from 8:20 a.m. to 3:50 p.m.; 
Sunday from 8:20 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m. Each day has a one-hour 
and 20-minute lunch break.

…Highlights need to spread good news

Th e  C a t h o l i c 
B i s h o p s 
Conference of 
Nigeria (CBCN) 
h a s  l au n c h e d 

the Apostolate of Pastoral 
Care of Migration, a new 
initiative aimed at providing 
spiritual and material support 
to migrants and refugees in 
Nigeria.

T h e m e d ,  ' F o s t e r i n g 
Collaborative Engagement of 
Church and State for Migrants 
and Refugees Assistance', the 
launch marked a significant 
step towards addressing the 
needs of displaced individuals 
across the country.

Yoh an n a  Bu lu s ,  t h e 
episcopal chairman, Migrants 
and Refugees unit, CBCN, 
emphasised the unit’s mission 
to provide pastoral care to Yohanna Bulus, the episcopal chairman, Migrants and Refugees unit, CBCN

Stories by JOHN SALAU

Cleric offers practical solution 
to avert nationwide protest

Th e  G e n e r a l 
Superintendent of 
Holy Spirit Mission, 
also known as the 

Happy Family Church, Charles 
Ighele, has offered some 
practical suggestions to the 
Federal Government (FG) to 
avert the looming nationwide 
protest.

Ighele made this known 
while reacting to the nationwide 
protest scheduled to commence 
on August 1, 2024, urging the 
government to reduce the 
current pump price of premium 
motor spirit (fuel).

"Before he was sworn in 
as president, I cautioned in 
an interview I granted in the 
newspaper he owns about 
falling into the trap of fuel 
subsidy removal.

"Something Buhari was 
careful or scared to do. The 
president went ahead to make 
the same error Jonathan made 
when he increased the price of 
petrol early in his presidency," 
Ighele stated.

He stated that pump price 
reduction was the magic wand 
used by former President 
Goodluck Jonathan to quell 
protest during his tenure. 

"This led to protests which 
seriously affected the popularity 
of Jonathan within a few months 
after he was elected.

"What Jonathan did was to 
reduce the pump price with 
the amount with which he 
increased it. That step stopped 
the protests. I will advise the 
president to effect the reduction 
of the pump price of petrol to a 

bearable limit," Ighele stated.
He disclosed further that 

there is nothing wrong if the 
president should address the 
nation before the scheduled 
date of the protest.

H e  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e 
happenings in the country 
shows that the government 
is getting richer while the 
generality of the people are 
getting poorer, which is an 
aberration.

According to Ighele, great 
leaders are made during tough 
times. He however urged the 
government to explore other 
sources of revenue generation 
aside from fuel subsidy removal, 
increase taxes, among others.

He added that the president 

migrants of all categories.
He noted that the creation 

of the local office was a 
direct response to the Pope's 
injunction urging the universal 
church to provide care and 
dignity to migrants.

According to him, the 
launch marked the beginning 
of a new era of collaboration 
between the Church and 
state in addressing the needs 
of migrants and refugees in 
Nigeria.

He stated that with the 
participation of diocesan 
coordinators from across 
Nigeria and representatives of 
related agencies, the initiative is 
expected to make a significant 
impact in the lives of displaced 
individuals across Nigeria.

Kaigama, the Catholic 
Archbishop of Abuja, in 
his keynote speech, called 
for a more proactive and 
compassionate approach to 

migration, aligning with the 
principles advocated by Pope 
Francis. He condemned the 
numerous challenges faced 
by migrants and refugees in 
Nigeria, particularly in the 
Federal Capital Territory 
(FCT). Augustine Akhogba, 
the Episcopal Secretary, 
Migrants and Refugees unit, 
CBCN, described the launch 
as a significant moment of 
compassion, solidarity, and 
advocacy for migrants and 
refugees.

He  e m p h a s i s e d  t h e 
importance of pastoral care in 
addressing the challenges faced 
by migrants and refugees.

The  l aunch  broug ht 
together stakeholders from 
the government, civil society, 
and international organisations 
to discuss ways of providing 
compassionate and inclusive 
support to migrants and 
refugees.

should also be careful to know 
that revenue generating systems 
that worked in mostly urban 
Lagos might not work in other 
places; hence should not be 
implemented hook line and 
sinker in other parts of Nigeria.

"With  my knowledge 
of political development in 
many nations of the world, 
governments that accept to 
reduce its share of the wealth 
of the nation and allow the 
people's welfare to be of greater 
importance survived more than 
those hawkish governments 
that insisted on having the 
wealth and to use the wealth 
to provide palliative and other 
social services for the people," 
Ighele stated.

Charles Ighele
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George Edozie: Staying grounded 
amid rise to art fame

If you have ever wondered what 
it means to be multi-discipline 
in one’s career, George Edozie 
epitomizes that.

From sketches, drawings to 
paintings and to sculpture, mix-me-
dia and to other crafts, Edozie is a 
‘jack of all trades and master of all’.

No matter the material, whether 
with pencil, brush or bare hands, 
Edozie’s creativity has never been 
in question as masterpieces always 
compensate for his creative efforts.

Those who follow his career pro-
gression will appreciate the incre-
mental progress that has overtime 
resulted in unique techniques that 
have produced masterpieces and 
set Edozie among art masters of his 
time.

His impressionist paintings are 
very obvious as they feature angu-
lar characters and a rich array of 
textures, which are integral to his 
works. His art delves into themes 
that address social-cultural, politi-
cal, and economic biases in society, 
evoking strong emotions such as 
love, belonging, strife, and joy.

Edozie is very bold with his 
works. The experimental artist also 
explores various media, including 
fabric and found materials, to create 
installation pieces.

In 2014, he showcased his bold-
ness in his solo exhibition titled 
‘Shifting the Paradigm’ at the Mu-
seum of Contemporary Art North 
Miami, Florida, where he challenged 
the narratives and biases of cultural 
art in relation to the artist’s life.

The installation featured paint-
ings and life-size pieces crafted from 
fabric, paint, feathers, and found 
materials, some of which bore a 
striking resemblance to the Igbo 
mmanwu, referencing Onitsha cul-
tural background, knowledge, spirit-
uality, and traditional art. The ex-
hibition celebrated Edozie’s culture 
and identity as an Igbo person and 
was listed among the top four best 
exhibitions during Art Basel Miami 
that year.

Edozie is also an art curator and 
art restoration expert. He has facil-
itated the conservation and resto-
ration of artworks in various media 
for important collections and galler-
ies, including SMO Contemporary 
Art, Hour Glass Gallery, Alexis Gal-
lery, Arthouse Contemporary, AFA 
Framers, Thought Pyramid Gallery, 
the Alfred Nnaemeka Achebe Col-
lection for the Chimedie Museum, 
the Mike Oduah Collection, the 
Frederick Udaka Collection, and 
many others. His restoration work 
on canvas includes valuable paint-
ings by renowned artists such as 

the Wheatbaker Hotel Ikoyi, Lagos.
In the anniversary exhibition curated by 

SMO Contemporary Art, Edozie delved into 
themes of unity and collaboration by depict-
ing diverse micro and macro gatherings in 
his expansive canvases and powerful por-
traits. His exploration of family dynamics, 
and the complexities of human interactions 
on the communal, national and regional lev-
els, provided a rich tapestry of meaning and 

Considering the creative ingenuity that bears witness of how his art has grown in the last 25 years, you cannot 
tell the story of contemporary art in Nigeria without a mention of George Edozie, writes Obinna Emelike

Ben Enwonwu, Uche Okeke, Nel-
son Cole, Oseloka Osadebe, Ablade 
Glover, Twin 77, Gani Odutokun, 
Ben Osaghae, and Abiodun Olaku.

He has conserved and restored 
works in a range of media, and in 
2020, restored over a hundred works 
including fibreglass sculptures, 
wood carvings, ceramics, metal foils 
and paintings for a private collection 
in Lagos. Edozie has also worked 
extensively, overseeing commis-
sions and restorations of artworks 
in stained glass, mosaic, brass and 
bronze for the Catholic Church 
in Nigeria, in churches across the 
country.

Edozie is also an internationally 
recognized artist, who has exhibited 
extensively in both solo and group 
exhibitions in Nigeria, the United 
States, and France. Some of which 
include; ‘New Nigerian Conjunc-
tures: The Art of George Edozie’, 

Canon, a global leader in im-
aging solutions, success-
fully concluded “Women 
Who Empower,” an initia-

tive in collaboration with WISCAR 
(Women in Successful Careers).

A month-long programme, 
which aimed to empower women in 
the print and imaging sectors, cul-
minated in an event held on July 24, 
2024 at Radisson Blu Ikeja, Lagos, 
which was attended by participants, 
and guests including media, indus-
try leaders and senior executives 
from Canon and WISCAR. 

The programme consisted of 
three modules: printing, photogra-
phy, and content creation, each de-
signed to equip the 15 participants 
with valuable skills and knowledge. 
The content creation curriculum 
was led by Daniel Ehimen, a Nige-
rian cinematographer and director, 
who is also Canon ambassador. The 
photography curriculum and the 
printing module was led by Emma-
nuel Oyeleke, a Nigerian lifestyle 
photographer, and a Canon ambas-
sador.

As demonstrated by Canon’s var-
ious diversity and inclusivity pro-
gramme, this initiative also aligns 
with its corporate philosophy ‘Kyo-
sei,’ which means living and working 
together for the common good.

On her part, Amina Oyegbo-
la, founder/chairperson, WISCAR 
said, “Our partnership with Canon 
has been a resounding success, em-
powering women in the print and 
imaging industries. This collabora-
tion serves as a powerful blueprint 
for partnerships that break down 
barriers, drive meaningful change, 
and pave the way for a more inclu-
sive future in the print and imaging 
industries.

“At WISCAR, we believe in the 
transformative power of empower-
ing women and girls, and this part-
nership aligns perfectly with our 
values of inspiring, educating, and 
mentoring women to reach their full 
potential.

“By working together, we have 
made a tangible impact on the lives 
of women in Nigeria, and we look 
forward to continuing this impor-
tant work, creating a ripple effect 
of positive change that resonates 
throughout the industry and be-

National Museum Lagos, Nigeria, 
(2018); ‘Back to Black Art Africa’, 
Art Basel Miami (2017); ‘Afro Love’, 
Alexis Gallery, Lagos (2015); Af-
rican Way of Art, La Galerie Ven-
dome. His works have found homes 
in both public and private collec-
tions and spaces like the Museum 
of Contemporary Art North Miami, 
the Indianapolis Museum, and the 
Studio Museum Harlem in New 
York, The Pan Atlantic University 
Museum, Lagos and the Chimedie 
Museum, each piece, serving as a 
unique educational resource for vis-
itors. A writer, Edozie co-authored 
the book;101 Contemporary Artists, 
A Celebration of Modern Nigerian 
Art and Nigerian Contemporary 
Art, which was published in 2010.

Edozie is the president of the 
Guild of Fine Artists GFA and a 
member of the Society of Nigerian 
Artists (SNA).
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conjecture in his work.
“As an experimentalist, I endeavor to 

transcend cultural barriers and foster a sense 
of global unity through my art. My paintings 
serve as reflections of the universal human 
experience, transcending racial and ethnic 
boundaries,” Edozie explained at the 25th ca-
reer anniversary.

Some industry stakeholders also com-
mended the artist for his huge contributions 
in the 25 years of his career.

According to Sandra Mbanefo Obiago, 
curator and creative director of SMO Con-
temporary Art, “In an era dominated by 
artificial intelligence, it becomes imperative 
to acknowledge and celebrate the authentic 
creativity and craftsmanship of artists like 
George Edozie.

“It is critical that we document impor-
tant African artists like Edozie, who has not 
only contributed significantly to contempo-
rary art, but who worked as a conservator of 
modernist masterpieces in many private and 
institutional collections; Edozie is arguably 
one of the leading professional art conser-
vators currently restoring works in Nigeria.”

Speaking on Edozie’s latest exhibition, 
Jess Castellote, director, Yemisi Shyllon Mu-
seum of Art, noted that, “Gatherings offers 

But most importantly, this year, 
the artist, who was born in 1972 in 
Enugu State, celebrated his 25 years 
successful career in visual art.

He marked the remarkable career 
and life mileage with a special solo 
exhibition titled ‘Gatherings’, which 
featured his recent works across 
paintings, drawings, and sculpture 
from March 25 to May 30, 2024 at 

yond.”
Somesh Adukia, managing di-

rector, Canon Central & North Af-
rica, added, “Canon is guided by an 
unwavering commitment to diversi-
ty, equity, and inclusion. These core 
values are not just aspirations, but 
the very foundation upon which we 
build a thriving and innovative fu-
ture. We believe in creating an envi-
ronment where everyone can thrive, 
and collaborating with partners like 
WISCAR reinforces this commit-
ment. Together, we are shaping a 
more inclusive and groundbreaking 
future in the imaging industry.”

The event culminated in a cap-
tivating portfolio exhibition, where 
participants brought their remark-
able achievements and newfound 
skills to life. The exhibition captivat-
ed audiences with its blend of evoca-
tive photographs, rich in storytelling 
and dynamic video content, each a 
vibrant reflection of the participants’ 
unique talents and passions.

Among the many talented indi-
viduals, two standout participants 
received special recognition for their 
exceptional dedication, creativity, 
and progress. Joy Ngwolo and Obi-
anuju Lilian Ikegbune were honored 
for their outstanding contributions 
to the program.

Joy Ngwolo, a PR professional 
and photographer, reflecting on her 
journey, shared: “Prior to ‘Women 
Who Empower’ photography class-
es, my camera skills were limited 
by a basic understanding. The pro-
gram’s comprehensive training has 
been transformative, equipping me 
with a solid grasp of photographic 
techniques and the science behind 
them. The resulting improvement 
in my image quality is remarkable. 
I highly recommend these classes 
to anyone seeking to elevate their 
photography to the next level. I’m 
incredibly grateful to Canon & 
WISCAR for this invaluable expe-
rience.”

Obianuju Lilian Ikegbune ex-
pressed her gratitude, stating, “As 
a public relations and marketing 
communications strategist, I was 
drawn to the Canon x Wiscar Wom-
en Who Empower Program for its 
focus on empowering women in the 
thriving creative industry. I gained 
valuable knowledge on storytelling 

techniques like the ‘rule of thirds,’ 
camera handling fundamentals, and 
key considerations for brand story-
telling, which will undoubtedly set 
me apart in the professional arena. I 
am incredibly grateful to Canon and 
WISCAR for offering this program, 
the chance to learn from industry 
leaders like Emmanuel and Ehimen, 
and the opportunity to connect with 
a network of fellow creatives.”

As well, Ehimen spearheaded an 
intensive content creation course, 
equipping participants with essen-
tial videography skills. The course 
delved into the fundamentals of 
videography, camera mastery, the 
art of storytelling, and provided in-
valuable hands-on experience with 
personalized feedback.

Oyeleke led a captivating pho-
tography course, focusing on the 
core principles of photography with 
a storytelling emphasis.

Participants actively engaged in 
numerous sessions and practical 
exercises, gaining a thorough under-
standing of photography fundamen-
tals, and solidifying their behind-
the-lens capabilities. Expanding 
participants’ knowledge base, Em-
manuel also led a comprehensive 
printing workshop. The session ex-
plored various printing solutions for 
photography portfolios and delved 
into the intricacies of photo studio 
setups, ensuring participants are 
well-equipped for all aspects of their 
photographic journey.

The ‘Women Who Empower’ 
campaign marked a significant mile-
stone in empowering women in the 
printing and imaging sectors. As 
Canon continues to champion di-
versity and inclusion, initiatives like 
‘Women Who Empower’ demon-
strate the power of partnerships in 
driving positive change. With plans 
for future collaborations and pro-
grams, Canon remains committed 
to its mission of empowering indi-
viduals and communities through 
innovation and creativity.

Canon, which has more than 63 
percent of women occupying leader-
ship roles in the Middle East and Af-
rica headquarters, has been cham-
pioning empowerment initiatives 
for many years as demonstrated by 
its various diversity and inclusivity 
programmes.

Canon celebrates talent at Women 
Who Empower programme in Nigeria

viewers a chance to traverse narra-
tives shaping our shared humanity, 
transcending superficial boundaries.

“It celebrates an artist who, with 
each stroke, invites us to look be-
yond the surface and immerse our-
selves in the stories woven through 
the fabric of his body of work.”

While looking forward to anoth-
er 25 years of practice as a studio 
artist, Edozie recalls his days of lit-
tle beginning and journey in the art 
landscape.

According to him, his artistic tal-
ent emerged during his early child-
hood in Nsukka where he would 
create paintings, sketches and other 
crafts.

Considering the strong desire 
to hone his skills, he enrolled at 
the University of Benin where he 
graduated with a Bachelors Honors 
degree in Fine and Applied Arts in 
1996.

Since his graduation, Edozie ven-
tured into full time art and he has 
never looked back. The artist assures 
that he will not look back, even at 50 
years as a studio artist.

Participants at the Canono Women Who Empower event

AGU, 2024, mixed media (Fabric Sculpture) by George Edozie

Chukwukadibia -2022 charcoal and pencil by George Edozie

George Edozie
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Samuel Deji Adebuga

Visitors at the ‘Deji Adebuga: The Retrospective Exhibit 2024’ exhibition in Columbus, Ohio, U.S.A.

SOLOMON ATTAH, Lafia

‘Art making is very therapeutic, doing it with 
passion makes my day purposeful, fulfilling’

The title of your exhibition, ‘The 
Retrospective Exhibit,’ suggests a 
look back at your journey. What 
have you been reflecting on late-
ly about your life and career as an 
artist?

The Retrospective Exhib-
it 2024 is a reflection of 
my life journey from 
childhood into adult-
hood. My growing-up 

entailed joyful and unfulfilled pe-
riods. As a child artist, I was fasci-
nated with drawing in charcoal and 
watercolors. Variety of animals were 
my favorite subject matter - horses, 
giraffes, elephants, goats, sheep and 
the rooster- “kukuruku: the time-
keeper and alarmist” in rural towns 
or villages. Along with beautiful and 
colorful butterflies and of course the 
general environment landscape of 
my locality.

In what ways did your early experi-
ences in Nigeria shape your artistic 
vision and style?
My artistic vision was imbued in 
my being, before I knew its values 
as a profession and the therapeutic 
impart on my daily life. From my 
elementary (grade) school through 
college level, I always received en-
couragement and accolades from 
my teachers, peers and professors. 
As a child, my teachers always called 
me to the blackboard to do illustra-
tions of what we were being taught. 
I was always glad to do it. One of my 
teachers had told me at a tender age 
that “no matter the career path your 
parents want you to embark on, al-
ways take arts with you.” and that 
advice had stuck up with me till date. 

In reflecting on your time working 
with Nigerian newspapers, how 
did the political and social climate 
of Nigeria at the time influence 
your work?
As an editorial graphic artist for 
Punch and Concord Press in the ear-
ly 70’s until late 80’s. Both were inde-
pendent newspapers that had pride 
in reporting fair and balanced news 
about political and social climates in 
the country as the world changed for 
good, bad or ugly.

What were some of the most im-
pactful moments or pieces you cre-
ated as a cartoonist and illustrator 
at that time?
I enjoyed designing commercial 
logos, branding for new ventures, 
advertisements, newspapers and 
magazines stories, lay-out formats, 
photo-editing (cropping) and illus-
trations with no technology usage. 
Most impactful moments includ-
ed working on the design of the 
PUNCH newspaper’s logo, layouts 
and designs of HappyHome, Super-
Woman and TopLife Magazines, all 
PUNCH publications. 

What inspired you to curate ‘The 
Retrospective Exhibit,’ and how 
did you go about selecting the 
works included in the exhibition?
My memories hold the power to ev-
ery emotion that has had about situ-
ations, telling the stories that create 

visual narratives that resonate across 
time. Deji Adebuga: ‘The Retrospec-
tive Exhibit’ aim is to bring out my 
body of works to the forefront as 
they entail and serve as an “artist 
diary” of documentation of happen-
ings in our world. Every piece of my 
works to be exhibited has a storyline 

and timeline. One of them is a work 
of Cecil the lion titled ‘Beloved Ce-
cil.’ Cecil was a male African lion 
who was a major tourist attraction 
and huge contributor to the national 
wealth of Zimbabwe. Tourists travel 
from all over the world just to see 
him at the Hwange National Park, 
but was killed by Walter Palmer, an 
American dentist in 2015.

Are there recurring themes or mes-
sages in your body of work that are 
reflected in ‘The Retrospective Ex-
hibit’?
Yes, music is one of the recurring 
themes. A lot of my paintings depict 
Nigerian musical instruments, es-
pecially the ones we don’t see being 
used in the music industry today. 
One of the instruments is “Agidig-
bo.” It is always a joy when art lovers 
stand still to look at this particular 
work, I dive into story telling of the 
component and the power of agidig-
bo; other recurring themes are polit-
ical and societal issues.

With Artificial Intelligence creep-
ing into the creative industry, what 
are your thoughts on the future of 
art? 
Artificial intelligence is very much 
creeping into all aspects of modern 
lives, including creative endeavors. 
It’s a welcoming development to me 
as an artist. Simply from “Cavemen 
wall art” into computerising - artifi-
cial intelligence is amazing at what 
human minds could achieve.

As an artist, how do you maintain 
your creativity and passion for art 

in your daily life?
 I live and breathe art. I see art in 
everything around me. Art making 
in any form is very therapeutic and 
doing it with passion makes my day 
purposeful and fulfilling. A perfect 
statement that resonates with my life 
is “Life is art. Art is life. I never sep-
arate it” Ai Wei Wei.

What emotions or messages do you 
hope your guests took away from 
experiencing your exhibition?
Appreciating art is an intrinsic part 
of human life, enabling us to un-
derstand the human condition by 
blistering interaction with others. 
Visual art can heal emotionally and 
physically. It teaches us about cul-
tures and traditions that shape our 
world view. Art tells stories, sparks 
inspiration and fuels thinking. Most 
viewers can gaze at a canvas or art 
installation and feel an immediate 
connection.

 
What were the most memorable 
moments for you as an artist?
For me, the paintings are about 
pleasure of seeing, of being cog-
nizant of the world around us. I 
view each piece as being part of a 
single ongoing work, and as well 
re-reporting matters as the news 
break (breaking news) as ‘docu on 
canvas’. What do I want to say with 
my art? Celebrate the human, the 
marks people make on the world. 
These values of remarkable people 
amongst us were enshrined in the 
series of mu “The Notables: - Book 
as my canvas”. My subject matter 
is mature, whether it’s traditional 
drummers, dancers, landscapes, 
birds or flowers; it is captured in 
the spontaneous movement with 
the brush-stroke.

 
How would you describe the re-
sponse to your exhibition?
It’s everything. Art is an investment 
of passion that enables me to engage 
in my local art community and na-
tionally. For the response by the art 
patrons that visited my art exhibit, I 
do believe that they understand the 
value of it and that they appreciate 
art.

 
Finally, what advice will you give 
to emerging African or Nigerian 
artists?
Dedication, resilience and will-
ingness to continuously; learn and 
evolve with attention to detail. Ded-
ication is key for artist development. 
Also, be as efficient and professional 
as possible as an artist of note. So, 
go forth and pursue those dreams. 
Vision and value is also important. 
You might need to spend some time 
reflecting on what your art means 
to you. Make changes as necessary 
for the painting has a life of its own. 
“Good to great effects!”

American-based artist Samuel Deji Adebuga unveiled his latest exhibition on Saturday, July 13th at the 700 Bryden building 
in Columbus, Ohio, U.S.A. Titled ‘Deji Adebuga: The Retrospective Exhibit 2024’, the exhibition showcases Adebuga’s unique 
artistic vision and talent. His collection captures the essence of human emotions and experiences, offering viewers a thought-
provoking and immersive artistic journey. In this interview, Adebuga invites art lovers to reflect on the complexities of life and 
find connection in their own personal narratives, leveraging his use of color, texture, and composition. Excerpts by JOHN SALAU:

Arts
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Travel
Looking for something affordable, within this summer…
OBINNA EMELIKE ty good shape; fascinating and 

elegantly crafted, with opulence 
on display. As well, the rich natu-
ral pull of the landscape, airy and 
breezy, is quite enchanting and in-
viting to feast on any day.

There are many other reasons to 
visit the resort, which is unarguably, 
the best in South South and South 
East of Nigeria.

Tucked in a lush tropical land-
scape in Nwaniba, a few kilometres 
away from Uyo, the Akwa Ibom 
State capital, the resort is a hospi-
tality jewel and a prime leisure and 
business resort by all standards.

The serenity of the environment 
amidst tropical beauties easily gives 
away the outfit as a top get-away 
and holiday option for discerning 
vacation seekers, especially this 
summer.

On offer are 130 guest rooms, 26 
suites, and seven chalets; which are 
world-class accommodation op-
tions that complement other facil-
ities conceptualised by Akwa Ibom 
State, the owners, to glue guests to a 
sustained leisure outing and mem-
orable experience during their stay. 
As well, the private terraces in each 
of the accommodation options will 
indulge every guest. Besides, each 
room looks over a forest of palm 
trees and the golf course. The pan-
oramic view created by this spe-
cial offering is compared to that of 
viewing the Atlantic Ocean from 
the comfort of one’s hotel room.

Of course, the height of excite-

ment at Ibom Hotel and Golf Resort 
is the 18-hole golf course, which 
has attracted the best golfers from 
far and near to battle for honour on 
its lush, rough landscape and well-
trimmed lawns.

Again, the golf course with an 
enchanting and undulating land-
scape, hilly ranges and water cours-
es, is highly regarded as one of the 
best and challenging courses in 
Nigeria and a professional golfer’s 
delight.

The emphasis on the exclusive 
and luxury sports allows guests to 
meet with top personalities who, 
while on a golf retreat, may share 
the same table or swimming time 
with other guests. The rooms and 
other excitements may not make 
sense to you if you visit when golf 
tournaments are on.

Apart from the golf course, the 
resort indulges guests in memora-
ble leisure through other facilities 
such as three bars, three stylish 
restaurants, Marina Club House & 
BBQ Terrace, retail shops, hair sa-
lon, and a VIP lounge.

There is also a river by the Ma-

With the cry of 
poor business 
by tour opera-
tors and travel 
agents, it is ob-

vious that the unimaginable foreign 
exchange rate has stopped many 
from traveling to their dream des-
tinations this summer.

Truly, at over N1, 500 for $US1, 
one really needs to break the bank 
to travel for summer, except if he/
she has a very deep pocket.

However, summer can also 
be enjoyed at home as some chic 
home-grown destinations await vis-
itors with enthralling offerings.

Top among them is the Ibom 
Hotel and Golf Resort, which is a 
good summer deal.  

Situated amidst rich palm forest 
vegetation, the magnificent resort 
set on 174 hectares of land connotes 
peace and serenity complemented 
by its original atmosphere.

Since inception in 2007, and de-
spite several changes in its manage-
ment, the Ibom Hotel and Golf Re-
sort, once managed by Le Meridien 
and Icon Hotels, has not changed.

As Margret Aniefiok, a 
long-serving staff member puts it: 
‘‘the facility has not changed. It is 
only the staff, especially managers 
that keep changing.’’

True to her observation, the 
resort is still very much in a pret-

rine Club House that flows through 
nearby Cameroon and into the 
Atlantic Ocean, luring guests for a 
plunge or leisure fishing.

With all its nature endowments 
and these world-class facilities, the 
idyllic resort truly woos guests to 
golf and leisure retreats.

Similarly, the needs of the cor-
porate and business worlds are 
adequately met through the hotel’s 
conference and banquet facilities. 
While the banquet hall accommo-
dates up to 1,000 people, there are 
various options for meetings and 
seminars. As well, the hotel’s busi-
ness centre includes rental office 
space and many function rooms.

Emphasis is further laid on lei-
sure with other recreational facili-
ties such as a fitness and health club, 
outdoor children’s and adult pools, 
two Jacuzzis, tennis and squash fa-
cilities, golf club, as well as a river-
side marina with a floating jetty.

Lodging in the hotel gives you 
the opportunity to join every other 
guest to discover and explore signa-
ture offerings created and sustained 
by indigenous hands.

Of course, the Akwa Ibom axis 
is known for its great traditional 
culinary prowess. You will be feted 

with enough local dishes that will 
keep whetting your appetite.

As well, you have a whole range 
of continental dishes and special-
ised cuisines developed by Ibom 
Hotel and Golf Resort’s internal tal-
ents to choose from.

Also, the resort’s efforts at boost-
ing the golf course for regular com-
petitions are yielding results. The 
management of the resort is already 
connecting the golf course to in-
ternational almanac amid plans to 
host international tournaments that 
will draw tourist dollars to the re-
sort, Uyo, the state and the country 
at large.

Most importantly, the journey 
to discover this hide-out is short 
and more convenient this summer 
as Ibom Air connects guests from 
Lagos, Abuja and other parts of 
the country to the Victor Attah In-
ternational Airport, Uyo, which is 
approximately 30 minutes drive to 
the resort.

As well, ardent golfers will not 
forget a swell experience at the re-
sort this summer in a hurry.

So, save money, save the stress 
and look inwards to the resort and 
other top home-grown destinations 
this summer.
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Governor of Lagos State, Mr. Babajide Sanwo-Olu, flanked by the Chairman, Federal House of Representatives 
committee on Public Assets and Special Duties, Hon. Ademorin Kuye (left) and his Vice, Hon. Dabo Haruna (right) 
during the committee’s courtesy visit to the Governor, at Lagos House, Ikeja.

L-R: Federal House of Representatives committee on Public Assets and Special Duties, Hon. Taofeek Ajilesoro; 
the clerk, Mrs. Cordelia Eromosele; Hon. Clement Akanni; Hon. Patrick Umoh; the chairman, Hon. Ademorin 
Kuye; Governor of Lagos State, Mr. Babajide Sanwo-Olu; the vice chairman, Hon. Dabo Haruna; Hon. Tunji 
Akinosi; Hon. Mohammed Isa Anka; Director General National Power Training Institute of Nigeria, NAPTIN, 
Alhaji Ahmed Bolaji Nagode and the Attorney General/Commissioner for Justice, Mr. Lawal Pedro (SAN) and 
others, during a courtesy visit to the Governor by the Federal House of Representatives committee on Public 
Assets and Special Duties, at Lagos House, Ikeja.

Proprietress Goldenline  international Schools Ajah   Rev (Mrs). Helen Nkwo;  (Middle) pose with the SS3  graduates, 
during the Class of 2024 Graduation and Prize Giving Day by Goldenline International Schools Addo road Ajah

Proprietress Goldenline  international Schools Ajah   Rev (Mrs). Helen Nkwo;  (Middle) pose with the jss3 
graduates, ,   during the Class of 2024 Graduation and Prize Giving Day by Goldenline International Schools 
Addo road Ajah

R-L Engr Bade Oke, FNSE Immediate Past President; Engr Kunle Adebajo, FNSE Vice-President; Engr Kam Selem 
Bukar, FNSE, President of Association for Consulting Engineering in Nigeria (ACEN) during its EGM in Kano on 24 
July 2024 with the theme, "Future Trends in Engineering and Infrastructure"

L-R: Samuel Iboroma, External Communications Manager, Nigerian Bottling Company (NBC), Olu-
wafunke Siji-mabeweje, Senior Tax Manager, NBC, Oluwasoromidayo George, Corporate Affairs 
& Sustainability Director, NBC, Ahmed Alao, Execution Excellence Director, NBC at the recently 
concluded Businessday CEO Forum where NBC was a sponsor.

Left to Right: Chief Dotun Odekeye (Aare of Awe), Chief Ogunbode (Aro of Awe), Dr.Ayoola Oduntan (Group 
Managing Director, Amo Farm Sieberer Hatchery Ltd), HRM Oba Cornelius Abiola Taiwo Oladokun III (Alaawe of 
Awe), Olori Oluyemisi Taiwo, Oloja of Ago-Oja, Isale Oyo, during the coronation ceremony of the Alaawe of Awe, 
recently.

L-r Senior Standard Engineer · Standards Organization of Nigeria  (SON) Engr . Bature Inuwa Mohammed ,Guest 
Dr.Olugbenga  Fadipe; Vice Chairman Organizing Committee , Nigerian Institution of Civil Engineers  (NICE)  
Engr Lola Adetona, Chairman Organizing Committee ,Engr ,Dr Robbie Owivry;  National Chairman (NICE) Engr  
Virgilus  Chukwudi Ezugu;  General manager ,Lagos Stte Public Works and Corporation, Engr Tokunbo Ajanaku ; 
Member (NICE) Engr Okodugha Dauda Aluyah ; Chairman (NICE) Lagos Chapter , Engr Faith  Oko-Ukoni; during 
the Opening Ceremony of Construction Expo Africa , Organized by Nigerian Institution of Civil Engineers  (NICE), 
Construction Expo Africa (CEA) ,Construction & Engineering Digest (CED) held  in Lagos 



IFEOMA OKEKE
-KORIEOCHA 

NewsXtra
Safety bureau deepens commitment to accidents' 
investigation, reopens office at Lagos airport 

Phillips Consulting enhances management 
training in Africa with assima software  

Phillips Consulting 
(PCL), Nigeria’s con-
sulting firm, has un-
veiled a new training 

platform aimed at helping 
organisations in Africa stay 
ahead in a rapidly evolving 
digital landscape through 
change management training.

Known as assima train-
ing software, the software 
launched in partnership with 
assima will allow clients from 
Africa to have access to the 
world's top system training 
platform.

With the combined experi-
ence of over 50 years, Phillips 
Consulting and assima will 
provide effective solutions to 
existing training challenges, 
leading to smoother transi-
tions, better adoption of new 
systems, and greater success 
in achieving strategic goals.

Speaking at the launch of 
the assima training software 
in Lagos, Paul Ayim, senior 
partner at PCL, said the col-
laboration between both or-
ganisations will elevate the 
way organisations train across 
the African market.

“We will leverage the latest 
innovations in training and 
change management, pro-
viding a holistic solution that 
addresses both technical and 
human aspects of business 
transformation,” Ayim said.

He said Phillips Consult-

ing has continued to provide 
transformation, advisory ser-
vices, technology and training 
solutions to organisations in 
Africa.

He said PCL is committed 
to helping people and organ-
isations navigate change, ac-
celerate growth and redefine 
the future.

“PCL’s unparalleled exper-
tise and innovative solutions 
have consistently driven suc-
cess for its clients, making 
it a trusted partner in their 
journey towards sustainable 
development and industry 

leadership in an ever-evolving 
business landscape,” he said.

Brendan Scullion, chief ex-
ecutive officer of Assima, said 
the partnership will facilitate 
the growth of Phillips Consult-
ing services and Assima soft-
ware in the African market.

According to him, the 
combined expertise of both 
companies will elevate the 
standards of systems process 
training to unprecedented 
levels.

Christian Edohor, head of 
delivery and digital learning 

AMAKA ANAGOR-EWUZIE

L-R: Onesimus Ocheho, senior digital learning advisor; Christian Edohor, head of delivery, digital learning; 
Paul Ayim, senior partner and Henry Ogbu, head of delivery, Fintech at the recent launch of PCL and 
Assima system training platform in Lagos.
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Veterinary Medical Association 
urges Ododo to establish 
livestock ministry in Kogi

The Nigeria Veteri-
nary Medical Asso-
ciation, (NVMA) 
Kogi State Chapter 

has called for the establish-
ment of the Ministry of Live-
stock Development in the 
state.

Tolu Omotugba, chairman 
of NVMA in Kogi State, said 
that while briefing newsmen 
in Lokoja, also called on the 
state governor to consider the 
appointment of a credible Vet-
erinarian as its commissioner, 
when the ministry is created.

“As key stakeholders in the 
livestock industry and giv-
en the significant and grow-
ing population of livestock 
in Kogi State, we seize this 
opportunity to call on His 
Excellency to leverage the 
newly-created Ministry of 
Livestock Development by 
President Bola Ahmed Tinu-
bu administration.

“We advocate for the estab-
lishment of a similar Ministry 
in Kogi State and the appoint-
ment of a credible Veterinari-
an as its commissioner,” Omo-
tugba said.

The group commended 
the state Governor, Usman 
Ahmed Ododo for approving 
and prompt implementation 
of the 2021 Revised Consol-

VICTORIA. NNAKAIKE idated Medical Salary Struc-
ture (CONMESS) for their 
members within the Kogl 
State Civil Service.

The statement read in part 
said: “Following the resolu-
tions reached at our recently 
concluded executive meeting, 
we wish to address several im-
portant matters.

“First, we extend our pro-
found gratitude to the Ex-
ecutive Governor of Kogi 
State, Ahmed Ododo, for his 
approval and prompt imple-
mentation of the 2021 Revised 
Consolidated Medical Salary 
Structure (CONMESS) for 
our members within the Kogl 
State Civil Service.

“This gesture underscores 
the Governor’s unwavering 
commitment to the welfare of 
Kog State workers and his rec-
ognition of the pivotal role the 
Veterinary profession plays in 
the state’s economic prosperi-
ty.”

He noted that the approv-
al and implementation has 
motivated their members to 
carry out their duties with 
renewed enthusiasm and the 
highest level of dedication, as 
he called on the governor to 
utilise his esteemed office to 
ensure the prompt payment 
of the accumulated arrears of 
two months since the imple-
mentation in January, 2021 of 
the salary structure.

The Nigeria Safe-
ty Investigation 
Bureau (NSIB) 
has restated its 
commitment to 

transportation safety with the 
re-opening of its office at the 
Lagos airport. 

Speaking during the 
re-opening of its Lagos region-
al office at Lagos airport on 
Friday, Alex Badeh, director 
general, NSIB said the occa-
sion was especially momentous 
after a challenging three-year 
period during which its oper-
ational capacity in Lagos was 
severely impacted. 

Badeh said the unfortunate 
demolition of its previous office 
under the past administration 
left them without a physical 
presence in this critical loca-
tion, hindering its ability to 
serve the transportation sector 
effectively.

"During this hiatus, our 

He stated that despite 
these challenges, his team ap-
proached the task with deter-
mination and a can-do attitude. 

He thanked Festus Keyamo, 
minister of Aviation and Aer-
ospace Development, for his 
commitment and efforts.

"When I approached the 
Minister and presented this 
project to him, he promptly fa-
cilitated the necessary funding 
from the ministry's operating 
budget, making the vision of 
this new office a reality. His 
leadership and vision have 
been instrumental in enhanc-
ing our capabilities and ensur-
ing the safety and security of 
our skies," he said.

He however, hinted that 
they have continued to face 
significant challenges in ful-
filling their mandate, notably 
securing the necessary funding 
to support our operations. 

"The non-compliance with 
the NSIB Establishment Act 
of 2022 by the Nigeria Mari-
time Administration and Safe-
ty Agency (NIMASA) and the 

Nigerian Railway Commission 
(NRC) in remitting the stat-
utorily required percentages 
of their revenue to NSIB has 
severely impacted our abili-
ty to conduct comprehensive 
multi-modal accident investi-
gations. 

"The NSIB Establishment 
Act of 2022 stipulates that NI-
MASA should remit three per-
cent of the three percent gross 
freight from international car-
go, while the NRC is required 
to contribute five percent of 
ticket sales and cargo charges. 

"This financial shortfall not 
only limits our operational ca-
pabilities but also hinders our 
growth and effectiveness in 
safeguarding Nigerian lives," 
the DG said. 

He called on the federal 
government to further support 
the critical role the NSIB plays 
in ensuring the safety and se-
curity of our nation's transpor-
tation networks, adding that 
the value of human life and 
the importance of public safety 
cannot be overstated. 

Festus Keyamo, minister of Aviation and others at the event

at Phillips Consulting, said 
both organisations will ben-
efit from state-of-the-art sys-
tems training development, 
comprehensive change man-
agement strategies, and cus-
tomised solutions tailored to 
their unique needs.

Edohor listed other bene-
fits including reduced costs, 
hyper-realistic training simu-
lations, faster speed to compe-
tency, replacement of training 
clients, empowered end-users, 
and significantly improved 
adoption of key systems.

dedicated team members were 
left without the means to carry 
out their vital work, resulting 
in a struggle for productivity 
and a gap in our service deliv-
ery.  "When I was appointed 

Director General of the NSIB 
in December 2023, I was met 
with many unfinished tasks at 
the Bureau. 

"Employee morale was 
low, and there were teeming 

requests and competing de-
mands. As a non-revenue-gen-
erating agency, we have grap-
pled with limited government 
funding and bureaucratic inef-
ficiencies," he said. 



Emelda Obichie
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Competition in Ni-
geria's automotive 
segment is getting 
s u p e r- c h a r g e d 
with the recent 

unveiling of the OMAA’s F5 
Compressed Natural Gas 
(CNG) Pickup and double cab-
in 4-wheel drive (4WD) Pick-
up at the concluded Nigerian 
Automotive Industry Stake-
holders conference held at the 
Shehu Yar’Adua Centre, Abuja. 

The official presentation 
was led by Oluwemimo Joseph 
Osanipin, director-general of 
the National Automotive De-
sign and Development Council 
(NADDC), alongside other key 
stakeholders in the automotive 
industry.

F5 CNG Pickup, a testa-
ment to OMAA's commitment 
to innovation and sustainabili-
ty, features two powerful vari-
ants: a 2.7-liter engine with a 
5-manual transmission and a 
2.4-liter engine with a 6-auto-
matic transmission, both offer-
ing the option of a 100 liter or 
200 liter CNG tank. 

The vehicle was designed 
to meet the demands of both 
work and play, combining a 
rugged exterior with comfort-
able interiors.

President Bola Ahmed 
Tinubu's P-CNG programme 
gained significant traction fol-
lowing the exhibition of the 
new OMAA F5. The double 
cabin pickup suitable for vari-

in development,” Djankar said.
On the pickup, he further 

disclosed that both the power-
train and suspension systems 
of the OMAA F5 have been 
calibrated and tuned solidly 
to adapt to Nigeria's road con-
ditions. On a full charge, the 
CNG-powered vehicle can cov-
er over 300 kilometers, running 
smoothly and eco-friendly.

Chino Ogwumike, Mar-
keting manager at Kojo Mo-
tors, added, "The OMAA F5 
model is not just a Pickup but a 
unique product that is segment 
competitive. It can be adapted 
to personnel carrier for se-
curity like the armed forces, 
Police and other agencies like 
Customs, Immigration and the 
Federal Road Safety Corps.

“It can be used as a utility 
vehicle by construction com-
panies, ministries, depart-
ments and agencies, cargo and 
cooling van for agriculture; and 
even ambulance for healthcare. 

These numerous cases 
make the OMAA F5 CNG 
Pickup capable of delivering 
high returns on investment. 
The OMAA F5 Pickup is 
equipped with the latest mul-
timedia system, ensuring that 
drivers and passengers stay 
connected and entertained. 

Its powerful performance 
is complemented by the CNG 
option, offering the best in 
terms of Total Cost of Own-
ership (TCO) and significant 
fuel savings. OMAA backs the 
F5 with a 2-year warranty or 
75,000km whichever comes 

first and ensures comprehen-
sive aftersales service with cen-
ters across Nigeria.

OMAA is offering a spe-
cial-pre-order reservation for 
the F5 CNG Pickup with a 
deposit of only N2 million at 
omaa.com/F5. Deliveries will 
commence in August 2024. 

To celebrate the launch, 
OMAA is providing an ex-
clusive offer for the first 1,000 
customers: free vehicle regis-
tration, 1-year free  compre-
hensive Insurance and 1-year 
periodic maintenance. 

These offers are available 
while stocks last, even as the 
dealership advises customers 
not to miss out on this incred-
ible opportunity to own the 
OMAA F5 CNG Pickup de-
scribed as the ultimate vehicle 
for those who demand power, 
efficiency, and reliability.

OMAA is committed to 
delivering cutting-edge au-
tomotive solutions that meet 
the diverse needs of Nigerian 
consumers. Beyond mobility, 
OMAA hybrid energy systems 
integrate natural gas generators 
with solar power. 

Infrastructure initiatives 
offered by OMAA include 
the development of CNG 
mini/mobile Refueling Units 
(MRUs), micro-manufactur-
ing hubs and industrial parks. 
With a focus on innovation, 
quality, and customer satisfac-
tion, OMAA continues to set 
the standard in the industry 
reinforcing their commitment 
to sustainable growth.

OMAA’s F5 CNG pick-up brand debuts at 
Nigeria Auto Industry conference in Abuja
BRIGHT IMOH

ous federal government agen-
cies and parastatals can run ef-
ficiently on compressed natural 
gas, showcasing Nigeria's move 
towards greener and more sus-
tainable energy. 

OMAA promises to lead 
the way with CNG vehicles, 
comprehensive after-sale ser-
vices, including spare parts, 
maintenance support and soft-
ware solutions that ensure effi-
cient operations.

Speaking at the conference, 
the NADDC boss reiterated, 

L-R: George Djankar, Business Devt Manager OMAA; Yomi Charles, president, Value Plus, Joseph 
Osanipin, director-general (NADDC) and Charles Ehiedu, Sales Manager, Kojo Motors at the Automotive 
Stakeholders Conference in Abuja, recently.

Organisation donates medical items 
to boost maternal health in Lagos

The Rotary Club of 
Greenfield donated 
medical items to the 
Apena Health Center in 

Ago-Okota, Lagos State in a bid 
to enhance maternal and child 
health.   This generous donation 
which included mosquito nets, 
diapers and comfortable seating 
for mothers aims to improve the 
conditions and care provided to 
new mothers and their infants, 
highlighting the club's ongo-
ing commitment to supporting 
community health. It was also in 
commemoration of their Mater-
nal Month for 2024. 

Nigeria, with a population 
of nearly 180 million, is pre-
dominantly young, with almost 
46percent under the age of 15, 
according to The United Na-
tions International Children 
Emergencies Fund (UNICEF). 

UNICEF also reported that 
there are approximately 31 mil-
lion children under five years 
old, and about 7 million babies 
are born annually. However, 
over 75percent of Nigerian chil-
dren live below the poverty line. 
Low birth registration, which 

DAVID IJASEUN can be as high as 62percent in 
some regions, often leads to 
underestimating the extent of 
child health issues. 

Nigeria's maternal mortality 
rate stands alarmingly at 576 
per 100,000 live births, con-
tributing to 10percent of glob-
al maternal deaths. Annually, 
around 262,000 newborns die, 
with the infant mortality rate at 
69 per 1,000 live births, and ris-
ing to 128 per 1,000 for children 
under five. “Diseases such as 
malaria, pneumonia, and diar-
rhoea are major causes of these 
deaths,” the report read in part.

Speaking at the event, 
Nnanna Achugo, President of 
the Rotary Club of Greenfield, 
emphasised the importance of 

the event. "We are celebrating 
Maternal Month, focusing on 
both antenatal and postnatal 
care," Achugo stated. "Today, we 
are visiting postnatal mothers 
and their children. Our dona-
tions include pampers, mosqui-
to nets, and chairs to provide 
comfort and ensure proper vac-
cination for the babies."

Achugo also highlighted the 
club’s role in global health initia-
tives, particularly collaboration 
with the World Health Orga-
nization (WHO) in polio erad-
ication. "During polio week, 
we ensure the administration 
of polio inoculations and other 
essential vaccines, contributing 
to a healthier future for these 
children."

that the, "The Nigerian auto-
motive sector is a vital artery 
of our economy, propelling 
commerce, facilitating trans-
portation, and creating jobs. 
As we all know, this industry 
is a dynamic force, intimately 
intertwined with the econom-
ic climate, technological ad-
vancements, and even the en-
vironmental landscape."

On his part, George 
Djankah, Business Develop-
ment Manager at OMAA, 
emphasised during the public 

presentation that OMAA is 
at the forefront of new energy 
vehicles. We introduced the 
first dual-fuel vehicle in Nige-
ria,  capable of running on both 
petrol and CNG. 

"Our portfolio includes 
CNG Pickups, CNG Mini-
buses, and GNG high-capac-
ity buses designed for BRT 
or mass transit schemes. Ad-
ditionally, we offer CNG and 
LNG Light, medium, and 
heavy-duty trucks for logistics. 
While Electric Vehicles EVs are 

Emelda’s Maison Valor: Redefining 
Luxury bedding in Nigeria

Emelda Obichie, found-
er of Maison Valor, is 
revolutionising the in-
terior decor industry in 

Nigeria with her commitment 
to excellence and passion for 
high-quality bedroom essentials. 

Maison Valor, a hospitali-
ty and home decor company, 
specialises in crafting premium 
bedroom and bathroom prod-
ucts that reflect sophistication 
and individuality.

Emelda Obichie, a home 
expert and fashion enthusiast, 
established Maison Valor to fill 
a significant gap in the Nigeri-
an market. With a background 
in advertising and brand man-
agement, Emelda recognised 
the need for high-thread-count 
Egyptian cotton sheets and oth-
er luxury bedding products that 
were previously only accessible 
abroad here in Nigeria. 

Her vision was to provide 
Nigerians with top-quality bed-
ding without the hassle of in-
ternational shipping and excess 
luggage costs.

Maison Valor's mission is 
to offer superior bedroom and 
bathroom essentials that pro-

IFEOMA OKEKE
-KORIEOCHA 

mote the highest form relaxation 
and comfort right there in your 
home.  Emelda believes that 
the bedroom is more than just 
a place to sleep; it is a personal 
sanctuary where creativity and 
innovation can flourish. "The 
bedroom is the bedrock of some 
of the world's greatest ideas. A 
well-curated space that not only 
promotes relaxation but also fos-
ters creativity and innovation," 
says Emelda.

The journey of Maison Valor 
has not been without challeng-
es. Emelda has navigated issues 
such as import duties, fluctuat-
ing exchange rates, and the need 
for continuous staff training. 

Despite these obstacles, Mai-
son Valor has thrived, due to its 

unwavering focus on quality and 
customer satisfaction. Emelda's 
dedication to her clients is evi-
dent in her approach to handling 
customer feedback. She ensures 
that every client leaves satisfied, 
often going above and beyond to 
resolve any issues.

Maison Valor stands out in 
the market due to its commit-
ment to quality and excellence. 
Emelda's keen eye for peculiar 
designs and her passion for life-
style aesthetics is reflected in 
every product.  Maison Valor 
meticulously curates items that 
exude sophistication and reflect 
the unique personalities of their 
owners. From high-thread-
count sheets to quality duvet 
sets, each product is curated to 
elevate your living experience.

Emelda's vision for the future 
of Maison Valor includes major 
expansions and improved dis-
tribution channels. She aims to 
make Maison Valor a household 
name in Africa, recognized for 
its quality and luxury. 

"We are dedicated to sup-
plying the West African market 
with the finest Egyptian cotton 
sheets and other premium bed-
ding products. Our goal is to be-
come one of the most recognised 
bed linen brands in Africa," 
Emelda shares.



Karl Hala

Revenue shortage: Agbakoba tells Tinubu to tackle 
corruption, maximise crude oil earning

GText Holdings, 
has reiterated its 
commitment to re-
warding excellence 

among its staffers with a re-
cent car gift to one of the best 
performing staff in Lagos.

"There's what we call re-
warding excellence and that is 
what we do at GText. It's also a 
way of also telling our staffers 
thank you we appreciate the 
energy you brought, the sales 
that you've also brought," 
Goke Olabokunde, head, 

GText & Associates, said 
during the recent gift presen-
tation in Lagos.

He said further that the 
company is more interested 
in the personal development 
of its staffers and realtors, and 
that the reward system is to 
appreciate their contributions 
to GText.

"We train realtors on how 
to go about the business and 
we have just one sole goal; we 
want to make over 100, 000 
people billionaire through 

GText Holdings commits to rewarding excellence 
real estate by the year 2035 
and we've started that pro-
cess," Olabokunde said.

He disclosed further that 
more winners will be celebrat-
ed before the end of the, es-
pecially those who meet their 
sales target. "Jessica happens 
to be one of the first recipients 
of this phase and this is what 
we're going to be doing on a 
monthly basis," he said.

Jessica Elebiyo, sales man-
ager, GText & winner, best sales 
person for half-year 2024, said 

she was motivated by the per-
sonal story of the chairman, 
Stephen Akintayo.

She discloses further that 
she got motivated because she 
wanted a change in my life 
and that of her famiy.

"I don't have a car be-
fore now. This is my first car 
and I'm grateful it's coming 
from someone I really look 
up to. So, I decided to put in 
the work because I want that 
change in my life. I want the 
best,"

INIOBONG IWOK

Olisa Agbakoba, 
Senior Advo-
cate of Nigeria 
(SAN), has said 
that President 

Bola Ahmed Tinubu can re-
solve the revenue shortage by 
tackling graft and making the 
anti-graft agency effective to 
discourage people.

Crude oil daily production was 
at maximum capacity. Funds 
from sales of crude propped 
the Naira value to the dollar. 

“The Government was able 
to get things done without 
borrowing but using crude 
oil revenue. President Tinu-
bu must reverse the trend by 
maximizing crude oil outputs, 
removing the international oil 
companies from control of our 
hydrocarbons’ revenue, paying 

down debts and hedging the 
Naira against the dollar with 
crude oil dollars. 

“So, quite simply, Presi-
dent Tinubu should maximise 
crude oil production to at 
least, 2.4 million barrels a day, 
pay down debts, apply funds 
to meet national needs. If this 
simple fiscal process is sus-
tained, Nigeria will be out of 
this desperate situation within 
six months.”

Agbakoba stated this in a 
statement to the media over 
the weekend, noting that it was 
imperative for the President to 
act now.

The legal luminary fur-
ther advised the President to 
maximise crude oil outputs 
by removing the internation-
al oil companies from control 
of the nation’s hydrocarbons 
revenue, noting that they were 
paying down debts and hedg-

ing the naira against the dollar 
with crude oil dollars.

“So, there is a simple solu-
tion. I urge President Tinu-
bu to look at how President 
Obasanjo resolved his money 
headaches. 

“First, President Obasanjo 
tackled Corruption and 
plugged waste. Nuhu Ribadu 
saw to that, as the fear of Nuhu 
was the beginning of wisdom. 

“Second and most im-

portant was that president 
Obasanjo understood what is 
called public sector borrowing 
requirements and how much 
was needed to sustain the Na-
tional system. Most important 
was President Obasanjo’s clear 
vision of how to raise revenue,” 
he said.

According to him, “This 
was from optimal production 
of crude oil. The revenue from 
crude oil was fully maximised. 

Lagos Continental triumphs as 
‘Hotel of the Year’ at 2024 Hotel 
Managers Awards
IFEOMA OKEKE
-KORIEOCHA 

Lagos Continental Hotel 
has been honored with 
the prestigious title of 
Hotel of the Year at the 

2024 Hotel Managers Confer-
ence.

The event took place in the 
Grand African Ballroom at 
Lagos Continental on Mon-
day, 14th July, highlighting the 
hotel's exceptional contribu-
tion to luxury hospitality.

This accolade is a signif-
icant addition to an impres-
sive list of awards for the 
Continental Hotels Group 
Nigeria. Earlier in April, the 
group was also named the 
Best Nigerian Hotel Brand of 
the Year 2024 at the Interna-
tional Hospitality, Tourism 
& Eco-Sustainability Forum. 
These recognitions under-
score Lagos Continental's 
leadership in the African 

integrating technology into 
hospitality to enhance guest 
experiences and ensure ser-
vice excellence.

“In an ever-evolving tech-
nological world, it’s up to us 
as hospitality professionals to 
keep up with the times and 
look for innovative ways to 
continuously improve our ser-
vice, such as using algorithms 
to personalize services for 
guests based on their past be-
haviors and experiences," Hala 
stated.

During his acceptance 
speech, Hala expressed deep 
gratitude, saying, “Every 
award we win solidifies the ef-
forts we put into making this 
hotel a standout success. I ex-
tend my heartfelt thanks to all 
who have contributed to this 
achievement. 

"Specifically, I acknowl-
edge the staff and the entire 
Continental Hotels Group 
Nigeria team for fostering a 
culture of warmth, hospitality, 

We own no interests in Maltese oil storage company - Oando
JOHN SALAU

Oando Plc has denied 
recent news report 
of being a share-
holder and owning 

interest in a Maltese Oil Com-
pany, Raz Hansir Oil Terminal 
Limited.

In a statement signed by 
Ayotola Jagun, company secre-
tary, Oando Plc, the company 
also denied any interest in the 
oil storage and blending facili-
ty, stating that Oando was not 
responsible for importing adul-
terated petroleum products 
into Nigeria.

"We wish to refute such 
claims and attest that neither 
Oando Plc nor its executives 
have ever held shares, invest-
ments, or interests in the ficti-
tious Maltese company."

Jagun stated further that 
Oando conducted a compre-

hensive investigation into the 
basis of the false claims, by 
conducting a search of the 
Malta Business Registry, which 
is the official repository for all 
registered entities past and cur-
rent within the country.  "Our 
search yielded no results for a 
company bearing that name. 
Subsequent due diligence ef-

forts similarly failed to uncover 
any record of the company's 
existence," Jagun stated.

He further stated that the 
false claims were intended to 
mislead the public and Oando's 
stakeholders.

"We want to reiterate that as 
a publicly listed company, any 
corporate action, such as ac-

quisitions, are declared public-
ly in accordance with applica-
ble corporate governance laws 
and rules.

"Furthermore, it is impera-
tive that information released 
about a publicly quoted com-
pany such as Oando, is thor-
oughly researched and deemed 
accurate before it is published 
in the public domain," Jagun 
stated. According to him, the 
company's securities are trad-
ed daily across two exchanges 
(NGX and JSE) and can be eas-
ily verified to prevent misinfor-
mation and confusion among 
investors, as well as its other 
stakeholders.

"We implore all members 
of the press to take adequate 
steps to ensure the veracity of 
reports by fielding all enqui-
ries with Oando Plc's corporate 
communications department," 
Jagun stated.
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luxury hospitality sector.
The Hotel of the Year 

award celebrates hotels that 
deliver outstanding service 
and demonstrate remarkable 
performance in the luxury 
hospitality industry. 

The gala event featured 
inspiring speeches from in-
dustry leaders and a keynote 
address by Karl Hala, General 
Manager of Lagos Continen-
tal. 

Hala's presentation em-
phasised the importance of 

and exceptional guest expe-
riences. Every milestone we 
reach, we achieve together, as 
a family.”

Lagos Continental consist-
ently sets the bar high with 
its exceptional hotel services. 
The hotel offers state-of-the-
art amenities, luxurious ac-
commodations, and advanced 
conference facilities, all de-
signed to meet the diverse 
needs of guests in Lagos, the 
bustling economic capital of 
Nigeria.

3 Division emerges champion in Nigerian Army obstacle 
NATHANIEL GBAORON, Jos

The Nigerian Army on 
Saturday concluded its 
Inter-Division Com-
bat Platoon Obstacle 

Crossing Competition 2024, 
with the 3 Division emerging 
as the overall champion. 

The competition held at the 
Nigerian Army 3 Division Jos, 
Plateau State which aimed to 
test the endurance and com-
bat readiness of troops in a 
simulated war situation, saw 
eight divisions showcased their 
skills.

The 3 Division, which is 
headquartered in Jos, demon-
strated exceptional prowess 
and tactical expertise, outper-
forming other divisions to take 

the top spot. 
The 2 Division, came sec-

ond, while the Army Head-
quarters Garrison took third 
place.

The competition, which 
was designed to mimic critical 
war scenarios, pushed troops to 
their limits, testing their physi-
cal and mental endurance. 

The obstacle course includ-
ed challenging terrain, water 
crossings, and combat sim-
ulations, requiring troops to 
employ their combat skills and 
teamwork to overcome.

The results of the competi-
tion saw the 8 Division take 8th 

position, 1 Division take 7th, 
81 Division take 6th, 82 Divi-
sion take 5th, and 6 Division 
take 4th. 

Toareed Lagbaja, a Lieu-
tenant General, and the 
chief of Army Staff, repre-
sented by Musa Etsu Ndagi, 
a Major General, commend-
ed the participants for their 
exceptional team spirit and 
resilience.

The Army chief praised the 
troops for their display of en-
durance and combat readiness 
during the competition, which 
was designed to simulate criti-
cal war scenarios.

NewsXtra
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Stories by JOHN SALAU

Sport

Slot earns first win as Liverpool manager

Arne Slot recorded his 
first win  as Liverpool 
manager during the 
pre-season in a 1-0 win 

over Real Betis in Pittsburgh.
Dominik Szoboszlai,  the £60m 

signing from RB Leipzig last sum-
mer gave Slot his first win.

The Reds were beaten 1-0 by 
Preston, external in a behind-

closed-doors friend-
ly at their training 

ground earlier this 
m o n t h 

but the post-Jurgen Klopp era is 

Novak Djokovic re-
corded a 6-0 6-1 win 
over Matthew Eb-
den in the 2024 Paris 
Olympic opener on 

Saturday.
Djokovic, a 24-time Grand Slam 

champion and top seed in Paris, 
could potentially face long-time rival 
Rafael Nadal next.

Spain's Nadal will be in singles 
action later in the week against Hun-
gary's Marton Fucsovics.

Reigning French Open and Wim-
bledon champion Carlos Alcaraz 
also made quick progress, beating 
Lebanese Hady Habib 6-3 6-1.

Serbia's Djokovic has won almost 
everything there is in tennis but has 
never bettered his bronze from Bei-
jing 2008.

He needed just 53 minutes to 
beat Australia's Ebden, who was 
playing his first singles match for 
two years.

Ebden did, however, win over the 
crowd with his self-effacing reaction 
to what was unfolding on court.

And it was exactly as he'd feared: 
after 30 minutes, he was 6-0 2-0 
down and looked to be out of ideas.

He tried everything - including 
an underarm serve that Djokovic 
still returned - before jokingly of-
fering his racquet to a group in the 
crowd to see if they could do any 
better.

The biggest cheer of the after-
noon came when Ebden finally got 
on the board for 4-1 in the second 
set. Ebden put his shirt over his head 
and celebrated towards the crowd, 
who gave him a standing ovation, 
before an amused Djokovic patted 
him on the shoulder as they went to 
their chairs.

Djokovic may have wished for 
slightly tougher opposition to find 
his rhythm on the court, but he will 
welcome a quick victory nonethe-
less.

No play was possible on the out-
side courts on Saturday, with Britons 
Jack Draper, Cameron Norrie, Dan 
Evans and Katie Boulter having to 
wait an extra day to begin their sin-
gles campaigns.

Paris Olympic: 
Djokovic records 6-0 
6-1 win in opener

now up and running with their first 
win on their US tour.

Hungarian midfielder Szobo-
szlai opened the scoring after 34 
minutes by sweeping in Mohamed 
Salah's through ball, while Betis 
striker Juanmi missed two chances 
in front of 42,679 fans.

D e - fender Bradley was 
t h e pick of the starters, 

linking well with 
Salah on the right flank 

and created the majority of 
the best chances.

Meanwhile, Carvalho, fresh 
from a loan spell at Hull City, 
looked determined to impress with 
a number of dangerous moments.

There was a total change in 
line up as youthful substitutes 
Trey Nyoni, Vítezslav Jaros, Tyler 
Morton, Harvey Blair, Ben Doak, 
Luke Chambers, Nat Phillips, 
Luca Stephenson, Owen Beck, 
Stefan Bajetic, Kaide Gordon and 
Lewis Koumas all came on in the 

Guardiola set to renew 
Manchester City contract

Pep Guardiola on Saturday 
revealed he has not ruled 
out signing a new contract 
with Manchester City.

"We will see what happens. But 
I will not rule it out absolutely to 
extend my contract. I would love 
to stay because I would love to stay.

"When I'm leaving, I will say 
I'm leaving, but I didn't say that," 
Guardiola, who has led City to 
six Premier League titles, two FA 
Cups and a maiden Champions 
League among a host of honours, 
told reporters.

Guardiola's current deal is due 
to expire next summer and ap-
peared to hint after steering City to 
a fourth successive Premier League 
title in May that next season could 
be his last at the club.

However, the former Barcelona 
and Bayern Munich boss on Friday 
opened the door for his time at the 
Etihad to be extended into a 10th 
year.

"Nine years today in the same 
club is an eternity. So I want to be 
sure it's the right decision. Not just 
for me, for the club, for the players.

"Still they run like they ran for 
eight years, it doesn't matter the 
competition, it doesn't matter the 
tournament and this is what I have 
to see," he said during the club's 
pre-season tour of New York.

The 53-year-old also addressed 
ongoing speculation over goal-

keeper Ederson, who has been 
linked with a move to the Saudi Pro 
League in recent months.

The 30-year-old Brazil interna-
tional future have been  uncertain 
with two years left on his current 
contract.

However, the City boss was 
more forthcoming about the future 
of his first-choice goalkeeper two 
days later.

"I wish with the bottom of my 
heart Eddie will continue with us. I 
would love him to stay.

"I cannot imagine our processes 
succeeding these last seasons with-
out him. He is an important figure 
in the locker room," Guardiola said

CAF open invitation for 
2024/25 flagship club 
tournaments

The Confederation of Af-
rican Football (CAF) 
has opened an invitation 
to tender (ITT) for the 

media rights to its flagship club 
tournaments ahead of the 2024/25 
season of the TotalEnergies CAF 
Champions League and Confeder-
ation Cup.

The media rights available are 
on a Pay/Pay-per-view and Free to 
Air basis across the Sub-Saharan 
region and the Rest of the World 
(“RoW”) until 2025 (2024/25 sea-
son), and deadline for submission 
is 23 August 2024.

According to CAF, the rights 
are available for exploitation across 

most languages across the region 
including English and local lan-
guage, albeit with broad exclusions 
for the French language.

The tender process will allow 
CAF to select the media compa-
nies that are best placed to achieve 
CAF’s objectives of providing max-
imum exposure for the tournament 
and offering fans in Sub-Saharan 
Africa a high-quality viewing expe-
rience.

The events being offered in the 
tender are:

TotalEnergies CAF Champions 
League 2024/25

TotalEnergies CAF Confedera-
tion Cup 2024/25

second half.
Nyoni, 17, excelled as the first 

of the youngsters coming on for 
an injured Curtis Jones. He dic-
tated the play in the middle of 
the pitch and also created a big 
chance for Blair.

The youthful squad was down 
to Liverpool's policy to give their 
players from Euro 2024 and Copa 
America their full recommended 
three-week holiday, as dictated by 
players' union FIFPro, when many 
rivals cut them short.

Ibrahim Konate and Diogo Jota 
will return early, however, having 
had minimal involvement for their 
national teams.

However, Liverpool lost mid-
fielder Curtis Jones on the half hour 
mark with Slot saying it was too 
early to say how bad the injury was.

The Reds face Arsenal in Phila-
delphia on Thursday and then take 
on Manchester United in Columbia 
on Sunday, 4 August.

...Hopes Ederson stays at City



Abia football ‘Supalig’ excites club owners 

Football club propri-
etors in Aba, Abia 
State under the aegis 
of Association of Pri-

vate Football Club Owners of 
Aba, have expressed joy over 
the recently launched State 
football league, known as Su-

palig, noting that it would cre-
ate jobs and boost the state's 
economy. 

Ukoha Udensi, president 
of the association, made this 
observation after a recent 
meeting with Dike Dimiri, 
chief executive officer, Fifty1 
Alliance, a sports and enter-
tainment assets management 
company and promoters of 
the league.

He expressed optimism 
that the birth of a new busi-
ness-oriented football era 
on the domestic front is al-
ready on the horizon in Aba, 
stressing that the Abia Supalig 
is bringing the business in 
football that the current en-
vironment is not used to and 
an opportunity to make Aba 
the biggest football factory in 
Nigeria. 

"We're not talking about 
mere grassroots football. 
We've seen and have heard 
about the marketing and 
business side of the pro-
posed league. It's a massive 
shift from the usual thing 
we are used to, which has 
not been profitable. I'm 
seeing something that will 
boost the economy of this 
State and we are getting in-
volved."

Chijioke Kalu Ukpai, vice 
president, Private Football 
Club Owners of Aba, said that 
the idea of a Supalig and the 
structure already in place is 
something he cannot wait to 

Sport

get started. 

 He stressed that the 
football management in the 
country has done a whole lot 
of disservice to many talents 
emerging from the domestic 
front, as they have not been 
given an organised platform 
to feel what professionalism 
in the game looks like. 

Ukpai said that with over 
50 private football clubs in 
the state and each having 
players, who are hungry 
for opportunities, the Abia 
Supalig is not just an ex-
citing prospect, but a total 
liberation for talents, who 
are yearning for a chance to 
make something out of foot-
ball.

"We have not seen such 
before in our State. We were 
expecting such moves from 
the State Government, but 
we thank God that today 
private football club own-
ers in Aba will begin to see 
a spectacular change in the 
football landscape of this 
city,” Ukpai said.

Oyo govt sets for 2024 
world school athletics trials

Oyo State Govern-
ment has expressed 
its readiness to host 
a memorable World 

school Athletics Trials organ-
ized by the Nigeria School 
Sports Federation among pri-
mary and secondary schools 
students across the country.

The Commissioner for 
Education, Science and Tech-
nology, Salihu Adelabu,a pro-
fessor indicated that the trial 
will kick-start on Monday, 5th 
August and end on Friday, 9th 
August, 2024 

He added that the tourney 
will be held at the Lekan Sa-
lami Stadium, Adamasingba 
Ibadan, billed for 9am daily.

The trial, according to the 
Commissioner, is meant to se-
lect prolific athletes who are to 
represent Nigeria at the World 

Athletes. This is another op-
portunity for our students to 
showcase their talents and 
also boost the commercial 
activities of the state within 
this period.

“ I must say that the 
Governor Seyi Makinde led 
administration is leaving no 
stone unturned to ensure 
our students strike a bal-
ance between education and 
sporting activities, and we 
believe that our represent-
atives at the trial will make 
us proud" " The trial will be 
in three categories, Under 
12, this is for primary school 
pupils, Under 15 is meant 
for junior secondary school 
students, while senior sec-
ondary school students are 
for the under 18 categories.

“ I want to appeal to 
the organizers to put in the 
necessary efforts and be 

Paris Olympic: Vatican 
urges athletes to embrace 
sportsmanship

As the 2024 Par-
is Olympic gets 
underway, Ath-
letica Vaticana 
has urged par-

ticipating athletes to embrace 
the spirit of sportsmanship as 
they compete to win together, 
the medal of fraternity.

"Every training session, 
every challenge overcome, 

JOHN SALAU closeness. "With the beauty 
and fairness of each person's 
sporting gesture, and without 
ever resorting to shortcuts; 
the Games can be opportuni-
ties for hope."

Accordingly, it stated that 
the Olympics and Paralym-
pics can be strategies for peace 
and antidotes to war games.

Athletica Vaticana 
lamented that the Olympics 
this year take place amid 
wars, tensions and injustice 

on a global scale, decrying 
this as a "dark time for hu-
manity." The Association 
reiterated Pope Francis' ap-
peal for an Olympic Truce. 
Calling on sport to welcome 
efforts to promote peace, the 
Association noted that while 
the athletes may be unable to 
stop what Pope Francis refers 
to as “the third world war 
fought piecemeal,” they are, 
however, able to cultivate a 
more fraternal humanity.

every moment of difficul-
ty faced with courage, that 
brought you to the Olym-
pic Games is not just vic-
tory or defeat but a journey 
through life that is never 
done alone," Athletica Vati-
cana, the Holy See's official 
sports association, said in a 
statement.

The Association further 
urged athletes to go forward 
in their fair play and success 
with a spirit of fraternity and 
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France fine Jaminet 
€30,000 over racist video

French Rugby Federa-
tion (FFR) has fined 
full-back Melvyn 
Jaminet €30,000 

(£25,335) and suspended  for 
34 weeks after he posted a rac-
ist video on social media.

During France's summer 
tour of Argentina earlier this 
month, the 25-year-old post-
ed the video, which included 
a racist comment aimed at the 
Arab communi- ty.

" J a -
m i n e t 
h a d 
h ar me d 
t h e 
best in-
t e re s t s 
of rug-
by," the 
F F R 
said in a 
s t a t e -
ment.

T h e 
Toulouse 
f u l l -
back 
c an 
r e -

duce his ban by eight weeks 
by taking part in anti-discrim-
ination activities to "promote 
the values ​​of sport".

Completion of those activ-
ities would free Jaminet to be 
available for selection before 
the start of the 2025 Six Na-
tions.

Jaminet, who was sent 
home from the tour, has 
said he is "deeply sorry and 
ashamed of my comments".

In a post on Instagram, 
he added: "Racism, in all its 
forms, is unacceptable and 
goes against everything I be-
lieve in."

Jaminet's France team-
mates Hugo Auradou, 20, 
and Oscar Jegou, 21, were 
charged with the aggravated 

rape of a 39-year-
old woman 

d u r i n g 
t h e 

same tour. Auradou and Jegou 
say they had consensual sex 
with the woman and deny 
rape.

GODFREY OFURUM, Aba

REMI FEYISIPO, Ibadan.

School Athletics Champion-
ship coming up later this year 
in Bahrain.

The statement reads, "All 
is set for the hosting of the 
2024 World School Sports 

fair to all the participating 
schools, while the athletes 
should embrace the spirit of 
sportsmanship and build a 
lasting relationship among 
themselves“ 
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Napoli director 
Giovanni Manna 
has made a state-
ment regarding 

the future of star striker Vic-
tor Osimhen, who has been 
linked with Chelsea, Arsenal, 
Manchester United, and Paris 
Saint-Germain (PSG).

Chelsea and PSG have 
been plotting to sign the pro-
lific Nigerian striker, but the 
25-year-old’s £110m release 
clause has been a significant 
hurdle. Only a few clubs can 
afford the Nigeria internation-

Paris 2024: Super Falcons 
chase vital win against Spain

The Super Falcons of 
Nigeria will hope 
to secure their first 
win in the women's 

Olympic football tournament 
at the Paris 2024 Olympics 
when they take on world 
champions Spain on Sunday, 
aiming to keep their qualifica-
tion hopes alive in Group C.

The Super Falcons suffered 
a narrow 1-0 defeat against 
Brazil in their opening match 
on Thursday and will look to 
earn a vital three points to 
stay in the tournament.

The match is scheduled for 
the Stade de la Beaujoire in 

Nantes and it will be the first 
encounter between the two 
teams. Kickoff is set for 6 p.m. 
Nigeria time.

La Roja are making their 
Olympic Games debut in Par-
is after defeating France 2-0 
to win the maiden Women’s 
Euro Nations League. They 
are also clear favourites to win 
their first Olympic gold at the 
tournament. The Falcons are 
making their fourth appear-
ance at the Olympics, having 
debuted at the 2000 Games in 
Sydney.

The Falcons are current-
ly bottom of the group after 
losing 1-0 to Brazil, while 
Spain sits at the top with 

three points, courtesy of their 
2-1 win over Japan. Though 
finishing third in the group 
could still be enough for qual-
ification, a defeat for the Fal-
cons will further limit their 
chances of clinching one of 
the two slots available for the 
best third-placed teams.

Spain has been in im-
perious form since their 
World Cup triumph, win-
ning nine of their last ten 
matches. The eleven-time 
African champions will have 
their work cut out against 
a star-studded Spanish side 
led by World Cup Golden 
Ball and Ballon d'Or winner 
Aitana Bonmati, who netted 
the equalizer in the victory 
over Japan.

Randy Waldrum’s team 
can take courage from their 
display against Brazil, during 
which they failed to capitalize 
on their chances, especially in 
the first half. Despite falling 
behind, the Falcons mounted 
a late rally but could not find 
the equalizer.

Super Falcons captain Ra-
heedat Ajibade was a constant 
threat against Brazil, and the 
team will need to complement 
her efforts upfront if they are 
to stand a chance of securing 
a positive result against Spain.

Brazil teenager Endrick 
unveiled at Real Madrid

Brazilian teenager En-
drick has officially 
joined Real Madrid, 
days after signing 

his contract with the Cham-
pions League holders.  The 
La Liga giants agreed to sign 
the forward from Palmeiras 
in December 2022 in a deal 
reportedly worth €72 million, 
including variables and taxes. 
But he could not formally join 
the club until his 18th birth-
day on July 21, 2024.

The 18-year-old was vis-
ibly emotional at his public 
presentation at the Bernabéu 
stadium, e x pre s s -
ing his l o n g -
h e l d dream 
of play-
ing for 
the reign-
ing La 

Liga champions. His parents, 
also present, were moved to 
tears.

"This is crazy," Endrick 
said. "I am so happy. Since I 
was a kid, I have always been 
a Madrid fan, and now I am 
going to play for Madrid. I 
am here, I am going to play, 
I am so happy, my family are 
as well. I don't have words to 
describe what I am feeling. I 
always wanted to be here. I 
wanted to play for Ma-

drid. It was a 
dream. Today it 

is a reality. I am grate-
ful to everyone. 
Now we are going 
to sing a chant to-
gether, I am sure 
you will all 
sing with 

m e : T h r e e , 
t w o , 
o n e . . . 
'Hala Ma-
drid.'"

Endrick was 
overwhelmed by 
the turnout, with 
sources telling 
ESPN that more 
than 40,000 
fans attended 
the event. Real 
Madrid pres-
ident Flor-
entino Perez 
welcomed the club's 
latest young talent.

"This moment 
was what you 

al at this price, limiting the potential 
suitors for the 6ft 1in forward.

Speculation has increased that 
Osimhen could be on the move, 
especially with new Napoli boss 
Antonio Conte reportedly inter-
ested in acquiring Chelsea outcast 

Romelu Lukaku.
“We aimed to provide the coach 

with a competitive team from the first 
days of training camp to immediately 
tackle the championship. There will be 
movements, as there is still a month 
of the market left, and we might make 
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some additions,” Manna commented on Osi-
mhen's potential departure.

"This is a process, a project starting this 
year with the coach at its centre. We share a 
strategy with the club, and we are calm and 
clear-headed. We will not make any reckless 
moves but will make decisions that support 
our technical and tactical ideas.”

While he acknowledged potential “move-
ments,” Manna did not specify what those 
might be. He emphasized that they were 
satisfied with their attacking options, which 
included Osimhen, Giovanni Simeone, and 
Walid Cheddira, hinting that no one might 

we will make our evaluations.”
Osimhen, whose contract 

runs until 2026, remains a key 
player to watch as the trans-
fer window progresses. There 
has been speculation regard-
ing the striker's future, with 
top Premier League clubs still 
showing interest in his signa-
ture.

In January, Osimhen spoke 
about the rumour of his move 
to England amid strong inter-
est from Premiership clubs.

“The rumour is going 
around about me linked with 
the Premier League. When 
you’re one of the hottest 
strikers on the globe, you ex-
pect this type of thing, and of 
course, the Premier League 
is one of the biggest and best 
leagues in the whole world," 
Osimhen said as quoted by 
Teamtalk.

"I’m with Napoli, I signed a 
new contract. I’m enjoying my 
time there. I think I’ve already 
made up my mind, I already 
know what I want to do in my 
career."

As the summer transfer 
window enters its final weeks, 
Manna's comments suggest 
that while Napoli is consid-
ering its options, the club is 
keen to maintain a strong and 
united front with its current 
attacking lineup. Osimhen's 
future, however, remains un-
certain as he continues to at-
tract interest from Europe’s 
elite clubs.

leave.
He added, “I am here to signal unity and 

to show that we are all one entity. Together, 
we must build something new with impor-
tant values. That said, with Osimhen, Sime-
one, and Cheddira in attack, we are covered. 
There are still 30 days left of the market, and 

Napoli 
director 
drops hint 
on Osimhen's 
future

ANTHONY NLEBEM
ANTHONY NLEBEM dreamed of as a child," Perez 

said. "That conviction has led 
you to fulfil a lifetime dream. 
That dream you had when you 
were only nine years old with 
the Real Madrid Foundation. 
Your play and goals already 
bring fans to their feet, and 
Madrid are delighted to have 
you as part of the family."

Endrick revealed that 
Cristiano Ronaldo's influence 
drove his fandom of the sto-
ried club. The emotion of the 
moment overwhelmed him 
on the pitch.

"It [the tears] wasn't 
planned, but as I said, since I 
was young, I have loved Real 
Madrid," Endrick said. "First-
ly, because I saw Cristiano 
Ronaldo, and that's initially 
why I wanted to know more 
about the club and started 
looking back at all the stars 

that have been here. I 
have been enam-

oured by Ma-
drid since then. I 
didn't want to cry, 

but it came from 
the soul. I hope 
we can now cre-

ate history to-
gether."

He added 
that his parents' 
tears during the 
event "touched 
his heart," say-

ing he "would not 
be here without 

them."
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Swiatek shines in Olympic 
opener amid rain 
disruptions

World num-
ber one Iga 
S w i a t e k 
enjoyed a 
w i n n i n g 

start at the Olympics tennis 
tournament on Saturday as 
torrential rain swept across 
Roland Garros, causing major 
disruptions to the schedule.

Swiatek battled to a 6-2, 
7-5 victory over Irina-Came-
lia Begu of Romania. The 
23-year-old Pole, back at the 
venue where she captured her 
fourth French Open title last 
month, had the advantage 
of playing under the roof of 
Court Philippe Chatrier.

"I'm happy to get through. 
The atmosphere was a little bit 
different, so I was a little more 
nervous," Swiatek said. "But I 

Paris 2024: IOC apologises for introducing 
South Korean athletes as North Korean

The International 
Olympic Committee 
(IOC) has expressed 
regret for an error 

during the opening ceremony 
of the Paris 2024 Olympics, 
where South Korean athletes 
were incorrectly introduced 
as being from North Korea.

As the South Korean dele-
gation sailed down the Seine 
River in Paris, they were mis-
takenly introduced using the 
official name for North Ko-
rea: "Republique populaire 
democratique de Coree" in 
French and "Democratic Peo-
ple's Republic of Korea" in 
English.

"We deeply apologize for 
the mistake that occurred 
when introducing the South 
Korean team during the 
broadcast of the opening cer-
emony," the IOC stated on 
its official Korean-language 
X account. The error sparked 
strong reactions in South 
Korea, a significant cultural 
and technological hub that 
remains technically at war 
with the nuclear-armed and 
impoverished North.

South Korea's sports 
ministry expressed "regret" 
over the incident, stating, 
"We express regret over the 
announcement during the 
opening ceremony of the 
2024 Paris Olympics, where 
the South Korean delegation 

was introduced as the North 
Korean team."

Jang Mi-ran, South Korea’s 
second vice sports minister 
and a 2008 Olympic weight-
lifting champion, has request-
ed a meeting with IOC Presi-
dent Thomas Bach to discuss 
the issue.

The South Korean foreign 
ministry contacted the French 
embassy in Seoul, which ex-
pressed regret over what it 
termed an "incomprehensible 
mistake."

South Korea's Nation-
al Olympic Committee also 
plans to meet with the Paris 
Olympics Organizing Com-
mittee and the IOC to voice 
their protest, request meas-
ures to prevent a recurrence 

Paris 2024: France's 
TGV high-speed trains 
resume after attack

Traffic on France's 
TGV high-speed 
trains was gradually 
returning to normal 

on Saturday after engineers 
worked overnight to repair 
sabotaged signal stations and 
cables that caused travel cha-
os on Friday, the opening day 
of the Paris 2024 Olympic 
Games.

In Friday's pre-dawn at-
tacks on the high-speed rail 
network, vandals damaged 
infrastructure along the lines 
connecting Paris with cities 
such as Lille in the north, Bor-
deaux in the west, and Stras-
bourg in the east. Another 
attack on the Paris-Marseille 
line was foiled, French rail 
operator SNCF said. There 
has been no immediate claim 
of responsibility.

"On the Eastern high-
speed line, traffic resumed 
normally this morning at 6:30 
a.m. while on the North, Brit-
tany and South-West high-
speed lines, 7 out of 10 trains 
on average will run with de-
lays of 1 to 2 hours," SNCF 
said in a statement on Satur-
day morning. "At this stage, 
traffic will remain disrupted 
on Sunday on the North axis 
and should improve on the 
Atlantic axis for weekend re-
turns," it added.

SNCF reiterated that 
transport plans for teams 
competing in the Olympics 
would be guaranteed after 
what the rail company called 
the "massive attack."

"Our intelligence servic-
es and law enforcement are 
mobilized to find and pun-
ish the perpetrators of these 
criminal acts," Prime Minis-
ter Gabriel Attal posted Fri-
day on X, calling the attacks 
"prepared and coordinated 
acts of sabotage."

Services from Paris to 
much of France saw mass 
cancellations and delays. The 
Eurostar company said it 
scrapped about a quarter of 
its trains between London, 
Paris, Brussels, and Amster-
dam. It predicted cancelling 
about a fifth of trains over the 

weekend, and all services will 
face delays.

British Prime Minister 
Keir Starmer had to take a 
plane instead of a high-speed 
train to the Olympics ceremo-
ny. Four special trains bring-
ing Olympic athletes to Par-
is, including some US team 
members, went ahead, SNCF 
said.

With one of France's bus-
iest holiday travel weekends 
clashing with the start of the 
Olympics, SNCF said about 
a quarter of trains will be 
cancelled on Saturday and 
Sunday on the lines attacked. 
Trains that run will face de-
lays.

The company said thou-
sands of staff worked to re-
pair the damage and try to get 
services running again. It is 
estimated that about 250,000 
passengers were affected on 
Friday. Junior Transport Min-
ister Patrice Vergriete said 
800,000 could face the fallout 
over the three days.

The coordinated attacks 
were staged at 4:00 a.m. (0200 
GMT). At each site, the per-
petrators targeted fibre optic 
cables that carry safety infor-
mation for drivers and control 
rail changes, SNCF chief exec-
utive Jean-Pierre Farandou 
said.

Gerard Due, mayor of 
Croisilles in northern France, 
one of the sites hit, said the at-
tackers had specialized equip-
ment to access the cables and 
then "threw a flammable liq-
uid" on them.

Vergriete said that the 
saboteurs had been spotted 
with "vans," while "incen-
diary devices were found at 
the scene."

Paris prosecutors opened 
an investigation into attacks 
on "the fundamental interests 
of the nation" and criminal 
conspiracy. A similar sabotage 
attack was staged in Germany 
last year and in eastern France 
in January 2023.

The attacks left passengers 
stranded in stations across 
Paris and in many cities in 
eastern, western, and north-
ern France. Some at Montpar-
nasse station in Paris were left 
in tears.

h a v e 
t h e 
chance to work on a few 
things tomorrow so my level 

can be higher in the sec-
ond round."

After securing two 
breaks in a comfortable 

first set, the top seed had 
to fight back from a break 

down in the 
second set to 

reach 5-5 
b e f o r e 

sweep-
i n g 

t h e 
n e x t 
t w o 

g a m e s . 
S w i a t e k 

sealed victory 
when Begu double-faulted.

Swiatek, who only made 

it to the second round on 
her Olympics debut in Tokyo 
three years ago, will face ei-
ther Diane Parry of France or 
Argentina's Nadia Podoroska 
for a place in the last 16.

Italy's Jasmine Paolini, 
who was easily defeated by 
Swiatek in the French Open 
final, also advanced to the sec-
ond round with a 7-5, 6-3 win 
over Romania's Ana Bogdan.

"It's great to come back 
here; it's a different kind of 
tournament when it's the 
Olympics," said Paolini. "I re-
ally love to play for my coun-
try, but I feel a little more 
pressure."

While Swiatek and Paolini 
advanced, the start of play on 
the outside courts was delayed 
by more than four hours due 
to rain. A total of 40 matches 
were scheduled to be played 
on the uncovered courts on 
the opening day.

ANTHONY NLEBEM
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14 Analysis 51 worshipper, 44 interview

and send an official letter of 
protest from the head of its 
delegation, according to the 
sports ministry.

North Korea was correctly 
introduced with the country's 
official name during the cere-
mony.

Relations between the 
two Koreas are currently at 
a low point, with North Ko-
rea strengthening military 
ties with Russia and sending 
propaganda balloons to the 
South. In response, South 
Korea’s military has been 
broadcasting K-pop and an-
ti-regime messages from bor-
der loudspeakers and recently 
resumed live-fire drills near 
the demilitarized zone that 
divides the Korean peninsula.
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AYO OYOZE BAJE
Baje is Nigerian first food technologist in the 

media and author of ‘Drumbeats of Democracy’
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THAT Nigeria, with a vast, mostly 
arable land mass of 923,759 square 
kilometers, blessed with Rivers Niger 
and Benue, along with several tribu-
taries and bordered by the Atlantic 

Ocean to the South, parades the painful paradox 
of harrowing hunger in the midst of such resources 
is simply inexcusable and shameful! Worse still, the 
country boasts over 230 million people.

 Ranked 109th out of 125 countries on the 2023 
Global Hunger Index, GHI, even as 60percent 
of the youth are either unemployed or under-
employed the recent decision by the President 
Ahmed Tinubu-led government to resort to food 
importation, is another knee-jerk approach that 
would amount to leaving the substance- of im-
proving local economic productivity- to chasing 
the shadows of food insecurity. Hunger would 
therefore, act as the match-stick trigger to fuel the 
proposed mass protest billed for August 1, 2024.

 Though the food importation is coming as a 
short- term measure in the face of the hunger in 
the land, it again reflects the recurring ugly dec-
imal of abysmally poor leadership performance, 
over the decades. If not, how do you explain the 
sad situation that it is in this same crude oil-rich 
country, which boasts of four refineries, that the 
importation of the refined by-products goes on 
unabated, with trillions of naira down the drain. 
Still, according to several media reports much of 
the huge revenue keeps going into the coffers of the 
unpatriotic rotten-rich, oil  cabal, if only to satisfy 
their insatiable epicurean tastes.

 What an unjustifiable anomaly; that we keep 
importing the processed products of the raw 
materials our creator has richly blessed us with in 
abundance. So, that brings to the fore the recent 
intelligent and thought -provoking response to 
the government's food importation policy by 
none other person than the world renowned, 
Dr. Akinwumi Adesina, president of the African 
Development Bank (AfDB).

 Speaking at a recent retreat hosted by the 

that while the short - term measures adapted by 
the current administration might be sincere on 
the face of it, sustainable pragmatic measures 
have become compelling necessities. Having held 
leadership positions, as the then Vice President 
of Policy Partnerships of the Alliance for a Green 
Revolution in Africa (AGRA), back in 2008 when 
FoodBusiness International magazine, that yours 
truly, headed had an engagement with him, it was 
patently evident that he certainly knows his onion. 

 Subsequently, he became the Minister of Ag-
riculture and Rural Development under the then 
President Goodluck Jonathan -led government. In 
both instances, his policies were farmer-focused. 
In fact, he canvassed for subsidy for African farm-
ers. As he rightly noted: "When I say that we need 
smart subsidies, I mean that the private sector has 
to distribute the inputs, the government should 
support the farmers together. The government has 
to make sure that the farmers are provided proper 
extension services, to be very effective."

He decried the situation of seeing graduates 
of agriculture roaming the streets looking for 
paid jobs, describing it as a "bizarre thing." That 
statement was made 16 years ago but it rings true 
today as ever ago.

Going forward therefore, the government 
should muster the political will to combat the chal-
lenge of the herders- farmers crisis instead of the 
creation of the Ministry of Livestock for political 
reasons. A civil servant who left for farming in 
Ekiti state is lamenting the frequent threats from 
the fully armed, farm-crushing cattle herders. It is 
a worst-case scenario in Ondo State as well as Pla-
teau and Benue states that have been reduced from 
the 'Food Basket of the Nation' to the blood-letting 
fields, all to actualise the obnoxious land-grabbing 
agenda of the sponsors of the herders.

 In addition, to curb the food insecurity incu-
bus, focus should be on the small-scale farmers 
who have to be taught on modern agricultural 
practices such as the use of disease-resistant, 
early maturing hybrid seedlings with bumper 

harvest. They also need the knowledge on food 
processing and preservation. These should be on 
organic farming techniques as being consistently 
canvassed by the wave-making Xtralarge Farms 
and Resorts Ltd.

 Above all, with the hunger in the land the 
chickens have finally come home to roost. Restruc-
turing is the best way to go. The Federal Govern-
ment should hands off agriculture to the states and 
local councils. With the past interventions by the 
federal government through the Green Revolution, 
Operation Feed the Nation, Directorate for Food, 
Roads and Rural Infrastructure, DFRRI and the 
transformation of agriculture from the rustic to 
mechanised farming, under the then President 
Goodluck Jonathan not able to stem the swelling 
tide of the hunger in the country that is the best 
way to go.

 Like it or not, the Tinubu-led administration 
should listen to the voices of reason, when faced 
with socio- economic and political challenges 
instead of feeling hurt by pieces of honest advice.

With over 16 multinational companies having 
exited the country and the exponential rise in 
the cost of living, the provision of an enabling 
environment for increased local productivity and 
businesses to thrive has become an imperative. In 
a democracy good governance will be achieved 
when majority of us, including the leaders are 
propelled by policies, programs and projects driven 
in the national interest.

Will Prof Soyinka, Adeboye, Bakare, protest or apologise?

Adesina on the rage of hunger!

PRESIDENT Bola Ahmed Tinubu has shot 
himself so badly with his bold mis-steps 
on the planned protests. He cannot asked 
people not to protest. He should stop 

threatening them as he has been doing in the past 
few days. His approach is poor politics completely 
incompatible with the world-acclaimed political 
sagacity of the President.

Nigerians have been reminding the President 
that he led the protests against President Goodluck 
Jonathan 12 years ago. The essence of the protests 
that shut down Lagos and some parts of Nigeria 
was to get Jonathan out of office, get Muhammadu 
Buhari into office, all as the prelude to Tinubu's 
already blighted presidency.

Professor Wole Soyinka was in that protest. 
Let us assume that at 90 he is too tired to join the 
peaceful protests, he can issue a statement con-
demning Tinubu's flagging performance. If that is 
too heavy, too soon after Tinubu eulogised him on 
his birthday, Prof can still do something.

Why not apologise to Nigerians for mis-leading 
them into following Tinubu's scripts? Would that 
be too much too? 

Your great scholarship, earlier sacrifices for 
Nigeria and Nigerians are daily diminished by your 
new twists and turns against the masses.

Where is Pa Enoch Adeboye, great leader of 
men and women whose messages provide di-
rection to his millions of followers? He followed 
Tinubu, protested,  preached about the hard times. 
Will he be at Lagos' Freedom Park for a worthy 
remembrance party of how the exit of Jonathan 

IKEDDY ISIGUZO  
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The man who built Lagos through eight years 
and has had a hold on its chaotic economy does 
not know what to do with higher responsibiities 
of his office. Is he at the end  of his strategies? Did 
he even have any? 

His panic over a peaceful protest that has been 
announced long ago is embarrassing. He had 
enough time  to start addressing issues the protest-
ers raised. He would not.

Tinubu blames everybody as if his presidency 
is a joint responsibility of all Nigerians. He may not 
be clueless but he has no clues about what to do. 
Most times he appears unwilling to do anything.

A sudden discovery that filling the public space 
with noises that his second term is guaranteed 
would not be the bridge to cross to 2027, increases 
his panic. He has no answers to his own worries. 
How would he have time to worry about others?

The resort to fractitionalising the country over 
his failures are new challenges from mis-manag-
ing the opportunities genuine dialogues provide. 
Tinubu, his past failed promises aside, does not 
feel our pains. He is actually incapable of feeling 
our pains having promoted his comforts well above 
our issues.

Hunger, anger, insecurity, have spread across the 
country though the impacts are heavier on some 
parts. Anybody willing to allow an ethnicisation of 
the situation is free to do so. Tinubu has no answers 
to the problems. Are people in Lagos excluded from 
these issues?

Almost all arms of the security agencies are 
threatening Nigerians. The right to protest is in 
abeyance. The President has not spoken against 
these threats by his security officials.

The security agencies have the tacit approval of 
the President to stop the protests any which way 
the deem necessary.

Others are discouraging the protesters with 
emphases on the futility of the protest. We are 
inaundated with consequences of protests.

Even if the protesters want to be peaceful, the 
government does not want a protest.

Governors gathered to celebrate their latest 

has given us a better country? Is he unaware of the 
tough times? Does he expect that, "It is well" will 
be enough to manage the situation? We know you 
are human. We agree you can make mistakes. An 
apology from you can assuage angry Nigerians. If 
you let the President know that if a protest was a 
good idea in 2012, it is a better idea in 2024, you 
would have played your part.

The 12th anniversary of that protest should 
be celebrated peacefully. The event of 2012 was 
peaceful because government did not unleash 
unmitigated fury on the people. Why would a 
protest be banned?

Is Tunde Bakare against a peaceful protest? 
Can he tell us why? Can he say he has forgotten 
his roles at Freedom Square? Should he not tell us 
where he stands? We do not want to mis-interpret 
his silence as support for Tinubu? How does he 
account for his involvement in the enthronement 
of Buhari and Tinubu?

The trio should speak up. The time is ticking. 
Not only has the President refused to acknowledge 
that there are major challenges before Nigerians, 
he believes he can continue postponing deploying 
solutions until the people forget their hardships. 
Each time he speaks, like Buhari, he gets people 
angrier through a consist inclination to under-rate 
the problems.

Tinubu’s media managers are worse than him 
by far. They shout down views that draw their 
attention to the fact that they mobilised Nigerians 
against Jonathan in 2014.

Evidences are in abundance. Since Tinubu is 
special and the law bows to his wishes, they think 
Nigerians have had a memory wipe.

More threats have been issued to Nigerians 
in the past few days than in the entire presidency 
of Tinubu. The strategy is simple but out-dated- 
threaten those who intend to protest.

Why is the President short of political sagacity, 
and economic measures, from his impressive man-
agemet of the resources of the oil company he uses 
it name to tell us what a great wealth creator he has 
been most of his life?

largesse in refunds from the Federal Government 
are against protests. Their Chairman, Hope Uzod-
inma renewed the state of homelessness with this 
explanation.

"This is so that we can manage the challenge 
of insecurity, the challenge of national minimum 
wage, the challenge of food security and then the 
struggle to come out of the current economic 
recession.

“We are using this opportunity to also advise 
our young boys and girls to desist from being in-
stigated into causing crisis or chaos in the country.

“Already, Nigerians have suffered a lot; the glob-
al economic recession, the insecurity in Nigeria, 
the political tension occasioned by instigations 
and campaign of calumny by opposition parties, 
the social media attacks on various policies of 
government.

“We want to advise for the interest of the coun-
try and as a show of patriotism, our citizens must 
take ownership of this country because we have no 
other country we can call our own outside Nigeria," 
Governor Uzodinma rambled.

President Tinubu should provide security for 
Nigerians to protest peacefully unless he can tell 
us why he led protests in 2014 for reduction of the 
price of fuel, the only issue in contest then. 

Finally...
ALHAJI Aliko Dangote cannot be the dim 

businessman we are being made to believe he is 
because of problems of crude oil supplies to his 
refinery. How can someone invest over $20 billion 
to set up a plant without certainties on raw materi-
als? Does it make sense? The explanations are more 
befuddling. Dangote should manage his refinery or 
sell it. I also hope Nigeria does not borrow money 
to buy Dangote's problem.

I HEARD that Abia State will not protest. The 
people are over-fed on good governance and are 
satisfied, the Governor’s media aide, Kazie Uko, 
said.

.Isiguzo is a major commentator on minor issues

Nigeria cannot rely on the importa-
tion of food to stabilise prices. It 
should be producing more food, 
while creating jobs and reducing 

foreign exchange spending... Nige-
ria must feed itself with pride

- Dr. Akinwumi Adesina, president, African 
Development Bank (AfDB).

African Primates of the Anglican Church held in 
Abuja, Adesina stated, and bluntly so, that the food 
importation policy may destroy the agric sector. 
With the theme, ‘Food Security and Financial 
Sustainability in Africa, the Role of the Church,’ 
he described the move as "depressing."

 Furthermore, he explained that the food duty 
suspension threatens private investment, even as 
the policy could undermine the hard work and 
private investment that has so far gone into the 
agriculture sector.

 It would be recalled that on July 10, 2024 the 
Minister of Agriculture and Food Security, Abu-
bakar Kyari stated that the federal government has 
suspended duties, tariff and taxes on the impor-
tation of maize, husk brown rice, wheat, cowpeas 
through both the land and sea borders for 150 days, 
or five months. In addition, the federal government 
will import 250,000 metric tonnes (MT) of wheat 
and 250,000 MT of maize in semi- processed state. 
These will be given to small scale processors and 
millers across the country. It is in the light of the 
announcement that we juxtapose it with Adesina 
's response.

 Approaching the disturbing issue through a 
broad-based discourse, it would be appreciated 


