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2027: Fragmented opposition faces fierce 
battle against Tinubu as APC tightens grip
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wave of 
defections 
into Nige-

ria’s ruling All Pro-
gressives Congress 
(APC) has deepened 
concerns among po-
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litical analysts that the op-
position may struggle to 
mount a credible challenge 
against President Bola 
Ahmed Tinubu in the 2027 
general election without 
forming a broad-based al-
liance.

 Across party lines, re-
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OBINNA EMELIKE

The Nigerian edu-
cation sector has 
been thrown into 
turmoil following 

the minister’s controversial 
move to scrap the Com-
mon Entrance and replace 
it with the Learner’s Iden-
ti� cation Number to track 
pupils’ academic trajecto-
ries, igniting a � restorm of 
reactions.

Tunji Alausa, minister 

2027: Fragmented opposition faces fi erce 
battle against Tinubu as APC tightens grip

of education, who was in 
Lagos for the Eid holidays, 
said the reform was for 
Nigeria’s basic education 
sector, as the government 
unveils plans to abolish 
the National Common 
Entrance Examination, 
replacing it with a cen-
tralised Learner Identi� ca-
tion Number (LIN) system 
to track pupils’ academic 
journeys.

A g r o w i n g 
wave of 
defections 
into Nige-

ria’s ruling All Pro-
gressives Congress 
(APC) has deepened 
concerns among po-

Port development: Don’t put your eggs 
in one basket, Nigerians tell FG 

As stakeholders urge caution, point to 
fl ip fl op Sweden exampleHail UK deal, but point to other ports that need attention 

See story on page 26

Pessimism greets power minister’s renewed pledge
Customers decry ‘banding’ system

With the 
s e a l i n g 
of a £746 
m i l l i o n 

deal between Nigeria 
and the United King-
dom during President 
Bola Ahmed Tinubu’s 
recent visit to the Unit-
ed Kingdom (UK), hope 
rises for the face-li�  of 
Lagos sea ports.

As the president dis-

closed, the landmark 
� nancing deal between 
the UK Export Finance 
(UKEF) and the Nigerian 
Ports Authority (NPA) 
and Federal Ministry of 
Finance, will support the 
refurbishment and ex-
pansion of the Lagos Port 
Complex (Apapa Quays) 
and the Tin Can Island 
Port Complex, two of 
Nigeria’s major national 
maritime infrastructure.

Many have also com-

mended the president on 
the deal, considering the 
congestion and pressure on 
the two major maritime in-
frastructure in Lagos.

“Tra�  c in Apapa is a bit 
manageable now, but that 
does not in any way re� ect 
activities at the ports, which 
keep increasing every time. 
� e expansion is a welcome 
development. All the stake-
holders should encourage 

Mixed reactions trail education minister’s 
planned policy on common entrance

CHARLES OGWO
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Thailand

2027: Tinubu faces 
electoral backlash 
over insecurity, 
mounting 
hardship

Page 25Page 12

Dangote plans 
refi nery expansion 
to 1.4m bpd as 
ECCIMA seeks S’East 
investments

Rivers’ guber aspirants 
shun declaration amid 
uncertainty over 
Fubara’s next move

L-R: Kashim Shettima, vice president; Bola Ahmed Tinubu, president; Oluremi Tinubu, fi rst lady, and Godswill Akpabio, senate president, at the 
2026 APC National Convention, held on Saturday March 28, at the Eagle Square, Abuja.   
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News
FG’s project BRIDGE to unlock opportunities 
within Nigeria’s digital economy - Olorode

Afolabi Olo-
rode, the act-
ing managing 
director/CEO 
of Quest Mer-

chant Bank, says the Federal 
Government’s (FG’s) project 
BRIDGE will help in unlock-
ing opportunities within Ni-
geria’s digital economy. 

BRIDGE is an acronym 
for ‘Broadband Infrastruc-
ture Development for Digital 
Economy’ initiative designed 
to expand Nigeria’s fibre-op-
tic infrastructure and accel-
erate broadband penetration 
across Nigeria. 

“Project BRIDGE rep-
resents a critical step in 
strengthening Nigeria’s digi-
tal backbone and unlocking 
the immense opportunities 
within the country’s digital 
economy,” Olorode stated, 
following the bank’s appoint-

ment as the transaction advi-
sor for the initiative by ‘Bosun 
Tijani, the minister, Federal 
Ministry of Communica-
tions, Innovation and Digital 
Economy. 

The project is expected to 
deploy approximately 90,000 
kilometres of open access fi-
bre-optic cable, strengthen 
nationwide connectivity and 
enable inclusive digital and 
economic growth.

As transaction advisor, 
Olorode stated that Quest 
Merchant Bank will support 
the ministry and project 
BRIDGE implementation 
unit in structuring and imple-
menting the project’s financial 
and commercial framework. 

He added that the man-
date includes developing 
bankable investment struc-
tures, supporting investor 
engagement, and designing 
the public–private partner-
ship framework required to 
facilitate successful project 

JOHN SALAU execution and long-term sus-
tainability.

“We look forward to apply-
ing our transaction advisory 
and infrastructure finance ex-
pertise to help deliver a robust 
and investable framework that 
will attract private capital and 
support long-term national 
development.”

Yetunde Falore, head, 
investment banking, Quest 
Merchant Bank, stated that 
the bank aligns with the crit-
icality of the project and will 
bring its expertise to help 
drive a timely, efficient and 
successful project delivery as 
the transaction advisor.

“Nigeria’s digital economy 
is entering a defining phase, 
and infrastructure initiatives 
such as Project BRIDGE will 
play a central role in expand-
ing connectivity, deepening 
digital inclusion, and sup-
porting sustainable economic 
growth,” Falore stated. 

She noted that by acceler-

ating broadband penetration 
and strengthening Nigeria’s 
digital backbone, the initia-
tive is expected to unlock op-
portunities across key sec-
tors—including education, 
healthcare, agriculture, com-
merce, and the wider innova-
tion ecosystem.

According to Falore, the 
project will leverage a Special 
Purpose Vehicle (SPV) set up 
and project break-ground by 
third quarter (Q3) 2026.

Under the appointment, 
Quest Merchant Bank will 
support the ministry and 
project implementation team 
in structuring and delivering 
a financially robust SPV by 
shortlisting qualified private 
sector participants to part-
ner with the FG (backed by 
World Bank, Africa Devel-
opment Bank and Europe-
an Bank for Reconstruction 
& Development) to deliver 
private sector led, wholesale 
open Access Fibre Company.
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Cleric urges global collaboration, peaceful coexistence to tackle insecurity

Daniel Mbaya, presi-
dent of the Church 
of the Brethren in 
Nigeria (EYN), has 

called on the federal govern-
ment to strengthen collabora-
tion with international part-
ners in addressing terrorism, 
banditry, and kidnapping 
across the country.

Mbaya made the call at the 
79th General Church Council 
Conference, known as Majal-
isa 2026, held in Hong Local 
Government Area of Adama-
wa State, Northeastern Nige-
ria 

He emphasised that peace-
ful coexistence remains a vital 
tool for nation-building.

The three-day conference, 

held from March 25 to March 
27, was themed ‘Peace Church 
in a Prevailing Storm’ and 
aims to promote fellowship, 
offer prayers for the nation 
and humanity, and reinforce 
the sanctity of human life.

Highlighting the impact 
of insecurity on the church, 
Mbaya disclosed that EYN 
currently has over 20,000 
widows and more than 
130,000 orphans as a result 
of activities by Boko Haram 
insurgents. 

He described 2025 as one 
of the most challenging years 
for the church. He further 
noted that 87 girls abducted 
from Chibok in 2014 remain 
missing, while about 70 local 
church councils were still dis-
placed as of the end of 2025.

The EYN President urged 
Nigerians to embrace a cul-
ture of peace, stressing that 
the growing global insecurity 
demands collective responsi-
bility and cooperation among 
nations.

Also speaking, Don Fitz-
kee, a representative of the 
Church of the Brethren in the 
United States, commended 
EYN for maintaining its com-
mitment to peace despite on-
going challenges. 

He noted that the U.S. 
Church has continued to pro-
vide support, with its largest 
disaster relief efforts in the 
past decade directed towards 
EYN.

In his remarks, James 
Musa, the EYN general sec-
retary, said the conference 

serves as a platform to delib-
erate on issues affecting the 
church, the nation, and the 
global community.

Musa reaffirmed the 
Church’s commitment to 
preaching peace and promot-
ing love among neighbours 
while calling on the govern-
ment to prioritise the protec-
tion of lives and property.

A participant, Martha 
Mbaya, expressed the opti-
mism over the church’s growth 
despite security challenges.

She also said that the con-
ference had strengthened her 
commitment to peace build-
ing and pledged to promote 
harmony in her community.

The conference attracted 
ministers and members from 
within and outside Nigeria.

We will conduct fair, credible 
election - Oyo electoral commission

The Oyo State In-
dependent Elec-
toral Commission 
(OYSIEC) has as-

sured of fair and credible 
local government and coun-
cilorship elections in the 
state. 

Speaking on the elections 
scheduled for December 29, 
2026, the commission said it 
would abide by the rules and 
guidelines of the electoral 
process to deliver a credible 
election that would be accept-
able by all political parties 
and citizens of the state.

Babatunde Adeniyi, the 
OYSIEC Chairman gave the 
assurance when the execu-
tives of the Oyo State Cor-
respondents’ Chapel of the 
Nigeria Union of Journalists 
(NUJ) led by its Chairman, 
Yinka Adeniran paid him a 
courtesy visit in Ibadan.

According to him, all the 
processes leading to the elec-
tion are in top gear, we will 
ensure to comply with all 
relevant laws and conduct a 
credible election that will be 
acceptable to all,” he said.

The Chairman solicited 
the support of the media and 
political parties in the state 
to be able to deliver on his 
mandate and as well address 
the issue of voter apathy that 
usually characterised local 
government elections in the 
state.

He appreciated the media 
for the support they have been 

given to him in the past before 
assuming office as the chair-
man of the commission and 
promised to leverage on it.

“This visit will not be tak-
en for granted; media practi-
tioners have done well as the 
bridge between the rulers and 
the followers.

“You have really assisted 
us with your adequate and 
balance reportage, we are 
happy and grateful for your 
constant support,” he said.

According to him, “The 
activities of the election have 
commenced and there is no 
way we will be able to deliver a 
transparent and credible elec-
tion without your support.”

Also speaking, Remi Ay-
oade, OYSIEC commissioner, 
called on all political parties 
in the state to participate in 
the forthcoming local gov-
ernment and councilorship 
elections in the state.

Earlier, Yinka Adeniran, 
chairman of Correspondents’ 
Chapel of NUJ, described 
the OYSIEC Chairman as a 
unionist who has won many 
battles for the good of the 
downtrodden.

Adeniran said that union-
ism in Adeniyi would bring 
about a radical change to the 
commission and pledged the 
commitment of the Chapel 
members to support him to 
achieve result.

“We believe in your ability 
to deliver a credible and fair 
election and deepen democ-
racy at the grassroots for the 
good of the state,” Adeniran 
said.

AXA Mansard to reduce waiting time 
at hospital with new WhatApp ChatBot

In an attempt to reduce 
waiting time and ensure 
prompt access to care 
at its over 2,000 partner 

health facilities nationwide, 
AXA Mansard Health, Ni-
geria’s leading Health Man-
agement Organisation has 
launched its WhatsApp bot, 
Karis.

By adding Karis to their 
WhatsApp contact, over three 
hundred thousand enrollees 
of AXA Mansard Health will 
now be able to obtain treat-
ment approvals, confirm au-
thorizations, check their plan 
status, access plan benefits, 
purchase health plans, and 
get prompt assistance during 
medical emergencies.

According to Tope Adeni-
yi, CEO AXA Mansard Health 
Limited, this new solution is 
another way the organisation 
seeks to express its customer 
first value. “It is another way 
we are using to tell our cus-
tomers that we deeply care 

about them, and we stop at 
nothing to ensure access to 
healthcare is simple, affordable 
and convenient”, he said.

Adeniyi noted that the 
manual process of authori-
zation before treatment has 
been a pain point, which 
could discourage people from 
wanting to want to go to the 
hospital. He explained that 
with Karis, authorization can 
now be done via a ubiquitous 
platform like WhatsApp.

“With this new solution, 
our enrollees at the point of 
care can experience our ser-
vice speed. Also, they can 
quickly ask Karis what their 
plans cover or otherwise, so 
we have empowered them. 
They can now search for hos-
pital or specialist healthcare 
by interacting with Karis. It’s 
about making healthcare per-
sonalised for our customers”, 
he noted.

He added that Karis is not 
just a tool, but part of a wider 
vision to ensure healthcare is 
accessible, personalized, and 
stress-free for everyone:

MODESTUS ANAESORONYE
L-R:  Israel Nnejiwuihe,  assist district superintendent, Assemblies of God Nigeria, Lagos mainland district; Temideri Samuel  Odumomi; 
Outgoing  Minister in Charge (AGC) Rosanwo Rev Collins Ottor & Evangelist Josephine Ottor; Rev Samuel Oshodipe, retried presbyter, 
AG and his wife Bolanle Oshodipe, during the Retirement Sendoff & 70th Birthday Celebration of Rev Collins Ottor & Evangelist, Jose-
phine held at AGC Rosanwo in Lagos.

REMI FEYISIPO, Ibadan

...To address voter apathy in LG polls
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KELECHI ESOGWA-AMADI, 
Port Harcourt

L-R: Darlington Nwankwo, Divisional Head, Renewable Energy, Mobility and Tourism, Sterling Bank; Tunde Onakoya, convener, Chess in 
Slums Africa, and Abiola Adelana, head of Tourism and Creative Arts Business at Sterling Bank, at the Coffee and Arts Uncover Naija Arts 
Exhibition hosted by Sterling Bank in Lagos, recently.

PHCCIMA President, Chinyere Nwoga (centre) in a group picture with the delegation and some PHCCIMA 
members

News

The Dangote 
Group has an-
nounced plans 
to expand its pe-
troleum refinery 

capacity from 650,000 barrels 
per day to 1.4 million barrels 
per day, in a move aimed at 
doubling output and leverag-
ing economies of scale.

The disclosure was made 
by the Datunbosun Jinadu, 
regional director, South East, 
Dangote Cement, who rep-
resented the President of the 
Dangote Group, Aliko Dan-
gote, at the ongoing 37th Enu-
gu International Trade Fair. 

The event, organised by the 
Enugu Chamber of Commerce, 
Industry, Mines and Agri-
culture (ECCIMA), with the 
themed “Empowering MSMEs 
for Global Competitiveness.”

Jinadu stated that the ex-
pansion is part of the com-
pany’s broader 2030 vision, 

REGIS ANUKWUOJI, Enugu which is anchored on boost-
ing local production and 
promoting industrial self-re-
liance in Nigeria.

He also revealed that the 
group is scaling up its fertiliser 
plant capacity to 12 million met-
ric tonnes, while its polypropyl-
ene plant is undergoing expan-
sion to meet rising demand.

According to him, poly-
propylene is widely used 
across multiple industries, 
including packaging for 
containers, bottles and food 
items. Its lightweight and 
moisture-resistant properties 
also make it valuable in tex-
tiles for fibres, ropes, carpets 
and upholstery, as well as in 
the automotive, medical and 
construction sectors.

“We are expanding our ca-
pacity because of our conviction 
that Nigeria’s economic trans-
formation must be anchored on 
local production and industrial 
self-reliance,” Jinadu said.

He added that the Dan-
gote Refinery remains a flag-

ship example of local content 
development in Nigeria’s 
energy sector, noting that it 
has stimulated local supply 
chains by engaging Nigerian 
contractors, engineers, tech-
nicians and service providers.

The project, he said, has 
created thousands of jobs, 
while also fostering skills de-
velopment and technology 
transfer, positioning it as a 
catalyst for national econom-
ic transformation.

Nnanyelugo Onyemeluk-
we, president of ECCIMA, 
earlier in his remarks, com-
mended the Dangote Group 
for its contributions to Ni-
geria’s economic growth and 
industrial development.

He, however, called on 
the conglomerate to deepen 
its investments in the South 
East, particularly through the 
establishment of a cement 
factory in the region.

“It is obvious that Dangote 
PLC has added immense val-
ue to the Nigerian economy, 

operating across multiple 
sectors and still expanding,” 
Onyemelukwe said.

“While we commend your 
presence in the South East, 
we urge the group to consider 
establishing one of its cement 
plants in the region, which sig-
nificantly contributes to and 
consumes your products.”

He further praised the 
group’s growing footprint across 
Africa, noting that it employs 
thousands of people, the major-
ity of whom are Nigerians.

Onyemelukwe also de-
scribed the Dangote Refinery as 
a major boost to the availability 
of petroleum products in the 
country, expressing optimism 
that it would help address chal-
lenges related to supply.

Onyemelukwe concluded 
by applauding the leadership 
and workforce of the Dangote 
Group for their resilience, in-
novation and commitment to 
driving economic growth in 
Nigeria and across the Afri-
can continent.

Dangote plans refinery expansion to 1.4m 
bpd as ECCIMA seeks S’East investments

Investments rebound in Rivers as PHCCIMA remains resilience, welcomes NicotaWines

Effort by the Rivers 
State Government 
and the Port Har-
court Chamber of 

Commerce, Industry, Mines 
and Agriculture (PHCCI-
MA), to woo investors back to 
Port Harcourt after their mass 
exodus out of the city during 
the militancy era, has started 
to yield positive results.

PHCCIMA, Wednesday, 
ushered NicotaWines, a La-
gos-based wine importation 
and distribution company, 
into the Port Harcourt busi-
ness space.

Chinyere Nwoga, president 
of PHCCIMA, while receiving 
a delegation from the compa-
ny, emphasised the Chamber’s 
unwavering commitment to 

global best practices.
She said that the Cham-

bers remained a robust plat-
form for business growth, 
accessible to both current and 
future investors.

“PHCCIMA is strategi-
cally positioned to support 
innovative enterprises like 
NicotaWines. We urge you to 
seize the opportunity at the 
upcoming NACCIMA AGM 
by securing a booth to show-
case your products and forge 
valuable connections with 
industry leaders nationwide,” 
she told the delegation.

Nwoga further encour-
aged NicotaWines to formal-
ize membership with PHC-
CIMA to tap into its extensive 
network and resources. She 
also invited the company to 
leverage the forthcoming 
edition of Commerce Port 

NGOZI OKPALAKUNNE

UNA-Nigeria advocates women’s 
empowerment via digital education, Al

The United Nations 
Association of Nige-
ria (UNA-Nigeria) 
has highlighted the 

importance of empowering 
women and girls through 
digital education, artificial in-
telligence, and health equity.

UNA-Nigeria emphasised 
this at a one- day forum it 
hosted with the Nigeria In-
stitute of International Affairs 
in Lagos to mark the 2026 
International Women’s Day 
(IWD).

Speaking at the event, 
which held under the theme, 
“Rights. Justice. Action: Em-
powering women and girls 
through digital education, Al, 
and health equity,” president 
of UNA-Nigeria, Oluremi 
Olutimo affirmed that digital 
innovation and technology 
can bridge gender gaps, en-
hance access to opportuni-
ties, and promote women’s 
rights.  

Olutimo who is a professor 
said: “We inhabit a period 
marked by swift technolog-
ical progress, where digital 
education and artificial intel-
ligence are reshaping the mo-
dalities of learning, labor, and 
healthcare access.

“Nonetheless, substantial 
segments of women and girls 
still encounter significant 
barriers to these emerging 
opportunities. This situation 
necessitates not only reflec-
tion but also tangible inter-
vention.”

Stating that the theme of 
the event, encapsulates a clear 
commitment, he added that 
the notion of rights under-
scores the imperative that all 
women and girls should have 
equitable access to education, 
technology, and healthcare.

To him, justice calls for ad-
dressing and dismantling sys-
temic obstacles that impede 
inclusion and equity.

Explaining further the pro-
fessor added: “Action high-
lights the need to transition 
from discourse to deliberate 
and measurable initiatives that 
foster enduring improvement.’’

He regretted that despite 
notable progress worldwide, 
gender-based disparities per-
sist in access to education, 
digital resources, healthcare, 
and positions of influence.

“Such inequalities con-
strain opportunities and im-
pede holistic, inclusive devel-
opment.

“The triad (Rights, Justice, 
Action) reflects an integrated 
commitment. Rights affirm 
the essential entitlements of 
women and girls to education, 
health, safety, and societal 
participation. Justice demands 
fair systems and structures, 
ensuring that policies, tech-
nologies, and institutions 
actively address and rectify 
gender-based disparities. Ac-
tion signifies the necessity of 
moving beyond rhetoric to the 
implementation of practical, 
sustainable measures.

“Digital education serves 
a transformative function by 
equipping women and girls 
with competencies essential for 
engaging fully in contemporary 
economic and social spheres.

“Concurrently, artificial in-
telligence presents a nuanced 
landscape of potential bene-
fits and challenges. When in-
clusively designed, Al can en-
hance access to information, 
healthcare, and economic 
prospects; yet, if inadequately 
regulated, it risks perpetuat-
ing existing biases and exac-
erbating inequalities’’.

In his goodwill message, 
Secretary General of the 
World Federation of Unit-
ed Nations Associations, 
Aziel Philippos Goulanddris 
commended UNA-Nigeria, 
saying that the forum would 
positively impact the lives of 
women and girls in Nigeria.  

Harcourt magazine for en-
hanced visibility and targeted 
advertising of its premium 
offerings.

Earlier, Ehichioya Nicho-
las Isesele, founder and MD/
CEO of NicotaWines, ex-
pressed enthusiasm for the 

collaboration.
“We focus on quality, in-

novation, and affordability, 
delivering exceptional value 
for money. Our products are 
targeted at fine restaurants, 
high-end events, and profes-
sional event planners,” he said. 

Isesele assured that his 
company was poised to do 
business with any interest-
ed investor, distributor or 
partner, and requested for 
PHCCIMA’s collaboration 
to explore the Port Harcourt 
market.

“We are open to business 
opportunities and would ap-
preciate PHCCIMA’s support 
in pitching NicotaWines to 
reputable agencies and em-
bassies to expand our foot-
print,” he said.

Key PHCCIMA members 
present to witness the meeting 
included High Chief, Emeka 
Ezekwe, chairman of the Pro-
fessional Services and Con-
sultancy Trade Group; Joseph 
Habib Sule, PHCCIMA Elect-
ed Council member and MD/
CEO of El-Nafajo Ltd, and Er-
nest Elochukwu, chairman of 
the PHCCIMA Membership 
Committee and MD/CEO of 
Nestello Gateway Group.  

All expressed confidence 
in the potential for sustained 
collaboration that would ben-
efit both the chamber and the 
wine importer.
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News
NDDC supports NYSC Radio with assorted equipment

Nwabuisi

IGNATIUS CHUKWU

Saint Lucia and Nigeria: A bold new partnership

In the wake of President 
Bola Ahmed Tinubu’s 
2025 state visit, a historic 
shift is occurring in the 

middle of the Atlantic. Nige-
ria and Saint Lucia are trans-
forming their relationship 
from symbolic ties to a thriv-
ing economic and diplomatic 
partnership. The appointment 
of H.E. Justin Nwabuisi as 
Saint Lucia’s Honorary Consul 
to Nigeria marks a new era of 
strategic collaboration, focus-
ing on trade, technology, and 
cultural exchange.

The primary challenge 
for any South-South partner-
ship is logistics. To combat 
this, the newly established 
diplomatic framework prior-
itises direct shipping lanes, 
reducing transit times and 
costs. This will enable seam-
less trade between the two 
nations, boosting econom-
ic growth and development. 
Digital infrastructure is also a 
key focus, with plans to invest 

The radio station 
operated by the 
National Youth 
Service Corps 
(NYSC) at the na-

tional headquarters has run 
into some luck as it has got 
donation of broadcast equip-
ment.

The donation was made 
by the Niger Delta Develop-
ment Commission (NDDC) 
to boost its capacity to com-
municate and enhance youth 
development in the country. 

This is as the NDDC has 
identified what unites the 
people of the Niger Delta, and 
named culture as such a ver-
itable tool. The NDDC thus 
reaffirmed its commitment to 
preserving and promoting the 
cultural heritage of the Niger 
Delta, stressing the need to 
continually promote the rich 
traditions of ethnic nation-
alities across the Niger Delta 
region.

On the NYSC radio, 
Samuel Ogbuku, the NDDC 
managing director, speaking 
during the presentation of the 
communication equipment at 
the NYSC National Directo-
rate Headquarters in Abuja, 
said the intervention would 
galvanise the NYSC’s initia-
tive in providing a strategic 
platform for national integra-
tion.

Ogbuku, who was repre-
sented by Mary Nwaeke, Di-
rector of the NDDC Liaison 
Office, Abuja, said that the 
NYSC plays a strategic role 
in bringing young people to-
gether.

According to the NDDC 

in integrated tracking systems 
and harmonized regulatory 
standards.

Saint Lucia’s expertise in 
sustainable blue economy and 
Nigeria’s industrial innovation 
will drive growth. The two na-
tions will collaborate on ma-
rine conservation, responsible 
fisheries, and eco-friendly 
port facilities. This partner-
ship will set a global standard 
for maritime cooperation, 
showcasing the potential of 
South-South collaboration.

The cultural synergy be-
tween Nigeria and Saint Lu-
cia is a potent “soft power” 
asset. The vibrant energy of 
Nollywood and Afrobeats 
will merge with the world-re-
nowned Saint Lucia Jazz and 
Arts Festival. This collabo-
ration will fuel the “Orange 
Economy,” driving tourism 
and job creation, and bring-
ing African and Caribbean ar-
tistic expressions to a unified 
global stage.

The partnership includes 
heritage tourism, genealogical 

boss, “When you support 
the NYSC, you are empow-
ering the nation because 
the scheme brings together 
youths from all parts of the 
country.

“Communication is very 
important, and we must en-
sure that it is done effectively. 
The NDDC recognises com-
munication as a vital tool for 
national growth and develop-
ment.”

He added that the NDDC 
was committed to identifying 
and addressing institutional 
gaps to support national de-
velopment.

The NDDC boss explained 
that the intervention included 
a complete inverter system 
with a lithium battery for an 
uninterrupted power supply; 
a 2-kilowatt Italian-made, en-
ergy-efficient radio transmit-
ter compliant with National 
Broadcasting Commission 
regulations; and the full ren-
ovation of the station’s wiring 
system in both recording and 

support, and visa facilitation, 
reconnecting Saint Lucians 
with Nigerian roots. Many 
Saint Lucians trace their an-
cestry to the Bight of Biafra 
and Senegambia, making this 
initiative a meaningful way to 
honor ancestors and empower 
future generations.

The Consulate is spear-
heading a “Heritage Tourism” 

live studios to eliminate au-
dio noise and enhance sound 
quality. 

Also speaking, Olakunle 
Nafiu, a brigadier-general, 

who is the director-general 
of NYSC, commended the 
NDDC for the donation, de-
scribing it as timely and im-
pactful.

...Identifies culture as unifying force in Niger Delta

initiative, highlighting his-
torical sites such as Calabar, 
Bonny, and Badagry. This 
will provide a unique cultural 
experience for Saint Lucians 
and Nigerians, promoting 
cross-cultural understanding 
and exchange.

The appointment of H.E. 
Justin Nwabuisi and the 
launch of the dedicated por-

ABDULFATAI ABDULSALAMI, Sokoto

Mary Nwaeke, Director, NDDC Liaison Office, Abuja, (middle) cuts the tape to hand over broadcast 
equipment to the National Youth Service Corps, at the NYSC National Directorate Headquarters in 
Abuja. With her is  Emeka Mgbemena, the NYSC Director, Media

L-R: Amaba Ogbuku, Special Guest of Honour; Abasiandikan Nkono, Akwa Ibom State Representa-
tive on the NDDC board; and Ahunna Imoni, NDDC Director of Culture and Women Affairs at NDDC; 
during the Niger Delta Arts and Culture Expo in Uyo, Akwa Ibom State.

tal (.nfo@consulstlucia.ng ) 
marks the official beginning 
of this chapter. “The timing 
reflects a convergence of na-
tional interests that makes 
collaboration imperative,” 
says the Consulate. With this 
partnership, Nigeria and Saint 
Lucia prove the Atlantic is a 
highway, not a barrier.

The partnership will have 
a significant impact on trade 
and investment. Saint Lucia’s 
advanced manufacturing sec-
tor will benefit from Nigeria’s 
vast consumer market, while 
Nigeria will gain from Saint 
Lucia’s expertise in sustaina-
ble development. This collab-
oration will drive economic 
growth, create jobs, and im-
prove living standards.

The cultural exchange 
between Nigeria and Saint 
Lucia will be a key aspect of 
the partnership. Saint Lucians 
will have access to Nigerian 
markets, and Nigerian art-
ists will gain exposure in the 
Caribbean. This exchange will 
promote cross-cultural un-

derstanding, creativity, and 
innovation.

The partnership is a tes-
tament to the power of 
South-South collaboration. 
By working together, Nigeria 
and Saint Lucia are creating 
a brighter future for their cit-
izens. This partnership will 
drive economic growth, pro-
mote cultural exchange, and 
set a global standard for mari-
time cooperation.

With this partnership, 
Nigeria and Saint Lucia are 
writing a new chapter in their 
history. They are transform-
ing their relationship from 
symbolic ties to a thriving 
economic and diplomatic 
partnership. The future is 
bright, and the possibilities 
are endless.

As the two nations con-
tinue to work together, they 
will create a legacy of mutual 
respect and shared prosperity. 
Saint Lucia is officially open 
for business with Nigeria. The 
bridge is built, and the jour-
ney has just begun.

Nafiu, who was represent-
ed by Emeka Mgbemena, 
the Director, Media, said the 
equipment would enhance 
operations at the NYSC radio 
station and improve training 
for corps members in broad-
casting, and described the 
donation as a major boost to 
the Scheme’s broadcasting ca-
pacity. He said it helps trained 
ones to get good jobs in me-
dia houses.

At the Niger Delta Arts 
and Culture Expo in Uyo, 
Akwa Ibom State, Ogbuku 
said the cultural event reflects 
Nigeria’s enduring strength in 
unity despite its diversity.

The event, with the theme: 
“Rhythm of the Niger Del-
ta: Music, Dance and the 
Heartbeat of Our People,” 
was said to have brought to-
gether stakeholders and cul-

tural groups from across the 
region, displaying traditional 
music, dance, and artistic ex-
pressions in a vibrant celebra-
tion of heritage and unity.

The MD, represented by 
Abasiandikan Nkono, Akwa 
Ibom State Representative on 
the NDDC board, described 
the Arts and Culture Expo as 
a powerful platform to cele-
brate the region’s rich heritage 
through music, dance, and in-
digenous expressions.

Ogbuku added that the 
event reinforced the bonds 
of love, unity, and shared 
identity among the people of 
the region, while also show-
casing their appreciation for 
the Commission’s efforts to 
promote cultural integra-
tion.

Ogbuku said further: “Our 
story has changed. Today, the 
NDDC is receiving commen-
dation at the highest level, in-
cluding at presidential level. 
With continued support, we 
can assure that the best is yet 
to come.”

In her remarks, Amaba 
Ogbuku, special guest of hon-
our, described the Expo as a 
powerful reminder of identity 
and cultural pride. “Without 
culture, we are nothing.”

Also speaking, Ahunna 
Imoni, the NDDC Director of 
Culture and Women Affairs, 
said the Arts and Culture 
Expo highlights the region’s 
uniqueness and diversity.

She noted: “Culture brings 
us together. It tells our story, 
reflects our values, and con-
nects us across generations. 
This event is not just about 
performances, but about uni-
ty, pride, and shared identity.”
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2027 poll: Disquiet in Akwa Ibom as 
governorship aspirants keep mum

There appears to be lack 
of enthusiasm and subtle 
disquiet in the political 
arena as politicians have 
yet to begin consultations 

ahead of next year’s general election.
The apparent lack of interest, 

BusinessDay gathered is born out 
of the hardship people are going 
through, the endless power outages, 
the high cost of fuel and the inabili-
ty of the government to address the 
challenges promptly. 

Also, governorship candidates of 
the various political parties have yet 
to openly declare interest in challeng-
ing Governor Umo Eno who looks 
set to fly the flag of the All Progres-
sives Congress (APC) in next year’s 
gubernatorial election.

By this time in 2023, political par-
ties were already in the thick of con-
sultations, both the People’s Demo-
cratic Party (PDP) and the APC were 
poised for a contest on who would 
take over from Udom Emmanuel, a 
banker-turned politician who was 
rounding off his tenure after eight 
years in office.

Indeed, it was a two-horse fight 
between Umo Eno of the PDP and 
Akan Udofia of the APC in addition 
to the energy brought into the fray by 
the candidate of the YPP whose flag 
bearer, Bassey Albert Akpan gave the 
other two aspirants a run for their 

ANIEFIOK UDONQUAK, Uyo
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SIKIRAT SHEHU, Ilorin

was installed by the national exco and 
pledged loyalty to a faction of the na-
tional working committee 

Though PDP has maintained that 
it would field candidates in all elec-
tive positions in the state, for now, 
their statement has yet to be matched 
by action. They remain in dire strait 
and may not be able to present a 
formidable challenge to the APC in 
Akwa Ibom State.

Though political campaigns have 
yet to begin in full swing, the politi-
cians appear to be studying the ter-
rain and putting their acts together. 
For now, no governorship aspirant 

has openly indicated interest to chal-
lenge Governor Eno. 

Last week, Eno warned that he 
would honour the agreement he 
reached with stakeholders including 
party chieftains before his defection, 
a development which according to 
analysts underscored the fate of aspi-
rants who might have wished to take 
part in next year’s polls.

Observers said that the agreement 
had to do with allowing all elected 
serving politicians to be returned 
unopposed in their various constitu-
encies across the 31 local government 
areas of the state.

money.
But the scenario appears quite dif-

ferent this time around. Apart from 
veteran politician, John James Udoe-
dehe, who has emerged as the leader 
of the newly registered African Dem-
ocratic Congress (ADC) in Akwa 
Ibom State and may likely fly the 
party’s flag in the governorship race, 
according to observers, there appears 
to be no other aspirant for the gover-
norship position in the state, at least, 
for now. 

Udoedehe, formerly of the APC 
where he served as the interim na-
tional secretary, has been known as 

the face of opposition in Akwa Ibom 
State having contested as governor 
on the platform of the defunct Action 
Congress of Nigeria (ACN) in 2011.

With Eno’s defection in June last 
year to the APC from the PDP and 
his promise to keep an eye on the 
PDP, the once popular party that had 
held sway in Akwa Ibom for more 
than 16 years, PDP appears to be 
gasping for breath.

This can be seen at the PDP sec-
retariat which is still being occupied 
by the police and with the party split 
into two factions, one faction loyal to 
Governor Eno while the other faction 

Faduri Oluwadamilare Jo-
seph, a presidential aspi-
rant of the National Rescue 
Movement (NRM), has said 

he would be taking a different ap-
proach on fuel subsidy policy if 
elected president in 2027.

Joseph, who declared this while 
briefing journalists in Ilorin, the 
Kwara State capital on his ambition 
to contest presidential elections 
next year, criticised the removal of 
petrol subsidy, describing the de-
cision as ill-conceived and lacking 
adequate planning. 

It will be recalled that President 
Bola Tinubu, during his inaugural 
address on May 29, 2023, announced 
the removal of petrol subsidy, a move 
that triggered a sharp increase in the 
pump price of petrol nationwide.

Faduri argued that the policy 
was implemented without sufficient 
foresight, leading to widespread 
hardship among Nigerians.

According to him, the absence 
of necessary proactive measures has 

compounded the negative impact 
of the decision.

The NRM aspirant, a state-cer-
tified healthcare professional in the 
United States, maintained that the 
subsidy removal has largely benefit-
ed the wealthy, while worsening the 
plight of the poor.

“I will restore petrol subsidy if 
elected president because it was 
originally designed to cushion the 
effects of economic hardship on 
the masses. The manner in which it 
was removed has only favoured the 
rich,” he said.

Faduri further noted that the 
policy has merely increased the fi-
nancial resources available to state 
governments without correspond-
ing relief for citizens. 

He vowed to change the nar-
rative and assured that any future 
consideration of subsidy removal 
under his administration would be 
carefully planned and implemented 
only after addressing critical chal-
lenges in the nation’s power sector, 
which he said would reduce reli-
ance on petrol consumption.

The 49-year-old aspirant also 
lamented what he described as 
misplaced national priorities, not-
ing that while other countries are 
investing in Artificial Intelligence 
(AI), Nigeria has been reduced to 
a “rice-dependent economy,” where 

food distribution is used as a re-
sponse to economic hardship.

He criticised older political ac-
tors, accusing them of lacking fresh 
ideas, and called on Nigerians to 
support the emergence of younger 
leadership.

“We need a young leader. Someone 
produced by the people, not imposed 
by political godfathers,” he added.

Faduri described the 2027 pres-
idential election as a crucial oppor-
tunity for Nigerians to decide be-
tween meaningful change and the 
continuation of what he termed a 
“hopeless situation.”

He also pledged to review and 
reverse policies of the current ad-
ministration that, according to him, 
have made life difficult for citizens 
since 2023.

On concerns about his lack of a 
conventional political structure, the 
aspirant insisted that the Nigerian 
people constitute the real structure, 
expressing confidence that citizens 
are ready to support credible leader-
ship regardless of financial strength.

“Hunger does not recognise po-
litical structure, and poverty does 
not depend on political structure. 
Those who claim to have structures 
are only deceiving the people. A 
governor has just one vote. Nigeri-
ans will ultimately decide who leads 
them,” he explained.

Governor Umo Eno John James Udoedehe

What I will do with petrol subsidy if 
elected in 2027 - Presidential aspirant

Faduri Oluwadamilare Joseph
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Governor Siminalayi Fubara

Rivers’ guber aspirants shun declaration 
amid uncertainty over Fubara’s next move

Weeks before po‑
litical parties are 
due to hold gov‑
ernorship prima‑
ries in line with 

the Independent National Electoral 
Commission’s (INEC) 2027 election 
timetable, most would‑be aspirants 
in Rivers State have shied away from 
formally declaring their interest in 
the race. 

Analysts say the hesitation 
stems largely from uncertainty over 
whether Siminalayi Fubara, the All 
Progressives Congress (APC) in‑
cumbent, will be allowed to contest 
a second term. 

Fubara, who defected from the 
People’s Democratic Party (PDP) to 
the APC after his impeachment bat‑
tle, is technically in line for re-elec‑
tion in 2027, which INEC has now 
fixed for Saturday, 6 February 2027.

The commission’s revised time‑
table requires parties to conclude 
primaries and internal disputes be‑
tween 23 April and 30 May 2026.  

Fubara’s bid is, however, clouded 
by his fallout with Nyesom Wike, 
minister of the Federal Capital Ter‑
ritory (FCT), who is his political 
godfather.

The fallout has reportedly been 
resolved as ‘a father and son matter’ 
following President Bola Ahmed 
Tinubu’s intervention. But Wike has 
repeatedly described backing Fuba‑
ra’s second-term bid as political sui‑

and Martin Amaewhule, state House 
of Assembly speaker.

Iyaye, a Wike ally, is being 
strongly touted as the FCT minister’s 
preferred replacement for Fubara. 
The NDDC Executive Director of 
Finance and Administration, who 
hails from Ogu/Bolo LGA, satisfies 
the ‘Riverine/Upland Arrangement,’ 
which balances political positions 
between the state’s riverine and up‑
land areas. 

Sources claim Wike, during his 
tour of the state early in the year, in‑
dicated he is favourably disposed to 
Iyaye taking over at the Brick House 
(Rivers State Government House).

Iyaye, like the others, has not in‑
dicated his intention to run for the 
office of governor.

Despite this, Fubara’s yet-to-
be-declared bid remains strong. 
His supporters, perhaps backed by 
a sizeable percentage of citizens, 
vow ‘to pay APC back with its own 
coin’ if the party denies him a sec‑
ond-term ticket.

Analysts further suggest that the 
Chibuike Rotimi Amaechi-led Af‑
rican Democratic Congress (ADC) 
in Rivers State might be the ultimate 
beneficiary of the silent faceoff be‑
tween Fubara and his godfather, Wike.

As of now, no governorship as‑
pirant has emerged from the ADC 
platform in the state.

Observers say the party might be 
waiting for “marginalised defectors 
from the APC and PDP.” They add 
these could include state Governor 
Siminalayi Fubara.
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cide for him.
The minister, while addressing 

supporters during his tour of the 23 
local government areas of the state 
early in the year, repeatedly said, 
“We don’t know who to vote for yet, 
but we know who not to vote for,” 
fuelling speculation that he is posi‑
tioning an alternative candidate. 

Despite the inclination of the 
APC to ensure a second-term ticket 
for its first-term governors, the pos‑
sibility of Fubara picking the party’s 

ticket for 2027 has become a hotly 
discussed political topic in Rivers 
State.

Analysts doubt Fubara will get 
the nod to fly the APC flag in 2027 
given Wike’s strong influence within 
the party, even though he is not yet 
a card-carrying member of the APC.

Wike has been acknowledged by 
analysts as perhaps, the most influ‑
ential politician in the state, with a 
strong say on who picks up what po‑
litical position.

His strong grip on the state’s ‘po‑
litical structure’—seen through the 
APC and PDP state chapters’ forma‑
tion of the Rainbow Coalition—has 
enabled his camp to produce chair‑
men of 22 local government areas, 
29 state House members, senators, 
House of Representatives members, 
APC zonal and state executives, fed‑
eral appointees, among others.

Emeka Chukwu, an analyst resi‑
dent in Obio/Akpor, said: “Wike’s grip 
has silenced potential aspirants. No‑
body wants to aspire when Wike has 
not given him permission to do so.”

Magnus Abe, newly appointed 
chairman of the Board of the Ni‑
gerian Upstream Petroleum Regu‑
latory Commission (NUPRC) and 
touted as a likely successor to Simi‑
nalayi Fubara, was reported to have 
shunned calls to contest.

Social media posts claim his re‑
sponse to calls for him to contest 
was: “Every day Magnus Abe this, 
Magnus Abe that! You self try con‑
test something na! Make we rest.”

Abe, who represented Rivers 
South East in the 8th Senate, had 
repeatedly tried to become Rivers 
State governor. His 2023 attempt 
against PDP’s Fubara and APC’s To‑
nye Cole failed.

Others rumoured as likely aspi‑
rants include Boma Iyaye, NDDC 
executive director of Finance 
and Administration; Dax Alabo 
George-Kelly, BCDA executive sec‑
retary; Dumo Lulu-Briggs, business‑
man and Kalabari chief; Felix Obuah, 
former RIWAMA sole administrator, 

IGNATIUS CHUKWU

Nyesom Wike, former gov‑
ernor of Rivers State and 
now FCT minister, who 
is leading a faction of 

the rival People’s Democratic Party 
(PDP), has been recommended to 
lead the re-election charge of Pres‑
ident Bola Ahmed Tinubu, a chief‑
tain of the All Progressives Congress 
(APC).

The recommendation came 
from Princewill Dike, a member of 
the APC in Rivers State, who urged 
President Tinubu to see the minis‑
ter of the Federal Capital Territory 
(FCT), as most qualified politician 
for his 2027 Presidential Campaign 
Council (PCC) Director-General.

Dike, a Port Harcourt-based le‑
gal practitioner, stated this while 
expressing confidence that Wike has 
the political capacity to campaign 
and ensure Tinubu’s re-election in 
the 2027 general election.

Wike has led both his PDP and 
the APC in most sections of Nige‑
ria in what is now termed APCDP 
where he has created factions from 
each of the two powerful politi‑
cal parties to form what he calls 
‘Rainbow Coalition’ which he uses 
to back the President and to crush 

APC chieftain says Wike most qualified to lead Tinubu’s re-election campaign
some state governors.

Dike emphasised that the FCT 
minister had even as a governor 
demonstrated his political ingenuity 
in displacing his political opponents, 
declaring that as Director-General 
of PCC, Tinubu’s reelection would 
be guaranteed.

The lawyer, who is a strong po‑
litical associate of the minister, 
boasted that with Wike as Tinubu’s 
campaign director-general, other 
presidential candidates would find 
the game tough.

Dike stated: “I have hitherto 
asserted that should the political 
wonder boy of Rivers State, Wike, 
become PBAT’s re-election Presi‑
dential Campaign Council DG, his 
opponents would be in trouble.”

He highlighted reasons Wike, in 
his opinion, is most qualified to lead 
the All Progressives Congress (APC) 
PCC.

“He has a humongous political 
network across the wider spectrum 
of the federation. He knows how to 
generate the campaign funds with‑
out disturbing Mr. President.

“Rather than embezzle campaign 
funds as usually the case, he will 
even add his own money. He will 
even work 24 hours criss-crossing 
the length and breadth of the states 

to achieve results.
“Wike knows the right politi‑

cians who can deliver. He is widely 
loved by Nigerians, particularly the 
youths.”

Dike further added: “Recently, 
he delivered the FCT Area Coun‑
cil election candidates to the APC. 
Even as a PDP member; the only one 
won by the PDP was under his rain‑
bow coalition alliance. The serving 
Senator, Ireti Kingibe, did not win 

even in her unit!
“He is a goal-getter with the unc‑

tion of the Midas touch; anything he 
touches turns gold.”

He went on: “It is, therefore, my 
fervent prayer that P-BAT should 
pick the star boy of his administra‑
tion, Minister Wike, to be the Presi‑
dential Campaign Council DG of his 
re-election.”

According to him, in 2014, a re‑
nowned lawyer, Odein Ajumogobia, 

a Senior Advocate of Nigeria (SAN), 
said he withdrew from the 2015 gu‑
bernatorial race of Rivers State un‑
der the platform of the PDP, because 
“Wike knew politics at the tip of his 
fingers, as he himself knew the law at 
the tip of his fingers.”

He chronicled Wike’s political 
victories in the state, which included 
defeating the incumbent governor 
in 2015, where his candidate lost the 
governorship election; also defeating 
a powerful minister in the adminis‑
tration of President Muhammadu 
Buhari and Director-General, Pres‑
idential Campaign Council (PCC), 
APC, in 2019, where his party 
(APC) did not win any elective seat 
in Rivers.

Dike added: “In 2023 gener‑
al elections, Gov Wike (as he then 
was), who was a thorn in Buhari’s 
flesh cum his administration, deliv‑
ered his successor and all the elec‑
tive seats in Rivers State, including 
Bola Ahmed Tinubu, who was of an 
opposition political party.”

He did not mention that oppo‑
nents usually heap all manner of 
accusation on the ways of Wike and 
how he wins elections by allegedly 
crushing the opposition. Most Wike 
supporters however see it as capacity 
and boast about it.



As 2027 presidential 
election draws nearer, 
opposition forces in Ni-
geria and international 
arena are maneuvering 

to unseat President Bola Tinubu by 
capitalising on widespread public 
discontent over severe economic 
hardship and worsening insecurity. 
The opposition strategy, which is still 
in its formative stages, focuses on cre-
ating a "granite alliance" designed to 
challenge the incumbent APC gov-
ernment. 

Insecurity, coupled with economic 
hardship, is widely identified as the 
primary challenges facing President 
Bola Ahmed Tinubu's administra-
tion and the central narrative of the 
opposition ahead of the 2027 general 
election. 

Critics argue that the persistence of 
insecurity, particularly in the North, 
has led to a loss of confidence in the 
government, with some observers 
predicting a reduction in the voting 
margins that secured Tinubu's victo-
ry in 2023.

Opposition leaders, including for-
mer Vice President Atiku Abubakar, 
Peter Obi, and Chibuike Amechi, are 
actively working to build a united 
front to avoid the fragmentation that 
occurred in 2023.

Capitalising on insecurity and 
economy, the opposition figures are 
leveraging rising banditry, kidnap-
ping, and inflation to paint the ad-
ministration as incompetent and in-
sensitive to the suffering of Nigerians.

There is a significant focus on 
mobilising the northern voting bloc, 
with opposition actors arguing that 
the region is experiencing increased 
insecurity and feeling neglected un-
der the current administration. 

Opposition figures argue that inse-
curity—an issue Tinubu used against 
his predecessors—has become his 
main vulnerability, overshadowing 
claims of economic progress.

Continued insecurity is seen as a 
unifying issue that could fuel a uni-
fied opposition movements, a poten-
tial ADC coalition.

However, there seems to be chal-
lenges and counter-strategies and 
incumbency advantage of President 
Tinubu considered as master strat-
egist who is actively expanding his 
support base, tightening the APC's 
grip through strategic alliances, and 
exploiting the benefits of incumbency.

The 2027 race is widely seen as a 
tough contest, with observers noting 
that for the opposition to succeed, 
they must present a unified candi-
date and a credible alternative vision, 
rather than relying solely on criticism 
of the current administration.

President Tinubu has indicated 
that his administration was aware of 
both domestic and foreign collabo-
rators behind insecurity in Nigeria, 
vowing that the nation will not bow 
to terror. 

 While not publicly releasing a list 
of names, the president has stated 

Politics
2027: Tinubu faces electoral backlash 
over insecurity, mounting hardship

Protest over suffering

Hungry children

Insecurity in Nigeria

that anyone—even those appointed 
by him—who undermines national 
security or fails to follow orders will 
be dealt with.

He is engaging global partners for 
support in combating security chal-
lenges, particularly in dealing with 
networks that provide funding or lo-
gistical support.

The president has pledged to en-
hance the welfare of security forces to 
effectively fight these networks. 

His administration has said that 
tackling the funding and leadership 
of these groups was a key aspect of 
solving the ongoing security issues in 
Nigeria.

The security crisis has been linked 
directly to the decline to agricultural 
produce, as farmers fear for their lives.

Opposition figures argue that inse-
curity—an issue Tinubu used against 
his predecessors—has become his 
main vulnerability, overshadowing 
claims of economic progress.

The government says it is focusing 
on security reforms, such as the po-
tential implementation of state police 
and proactive military efforts, to sta-
bilise the nation before the election.

Political analysts believe that while 
the APC retains a significant struc-
tural advantage due to incumbency, 
the 2027 election may be decided by 
the effectiveness of the administra-
tion's efforts to address the security 
and economic crises, failure of which 
may lead to significant electoral 
backlash.

International opposition 

Rising insecurity in Nigeria threat-
ens to overshadow President Bola 
Tinubu’s "Renewed Hope" agenda 
and damage his international repu-
tation ahead of the 2027 election by 
undermining foreign investment, 
eroding confidence in his economic 
reforms, and raising concerns about 
regional stability. 

According to Rajaratnam School 
of International Studies (RSIS Inter-
national), in the early 2026, several 
countries have shown reluctance to 
accept, or have rejected, ambassado-
rial nominees from the Tinubu ad-
ministration, primarily due to a dip-
lomatic policy rejecting appointees 
with less than two years remaining in 
a presidential term. 

Here are the key countries and 
international actors involved in the 
diplomatic tensions with the Tinubu 
administration:

India: 
Reportedly to have rejected or 

signaled difficulty in accepting Nige-
rian ambassadorial nominees (such 
as Amb. Muhammad Saidu Dahiru 
to New Delhi) based on the tenure 
policy.

United States 
United States alleged backing of 

opposition. Some political observ-
ers, such as Prophet Ayodele, have 
claimed that a planned coalition of 
Nigerian opposition parties, includ-
ing figures like Atiku Abubakar and 
Peter Obi, is seeking support from 
the US to challenge President Tinubu 
in 2027.

There is no formal U.S. plan under 
President Trump to support Bola 
Tinubu's re-election in Nigeria. In-
stead, there is a "delicate balancing 
act" following Trump's threats of mil-
itary intervention regarding security 
issues, prompting Nigeria to affirm 
its sovereignty. 

While Washington provides stra-
tegic security support, training, and 
counterterrorism assistance, the 
relationship has been described as 
"drifting" and marked by mutual dis-
engagement.

Reports indicate that US lawmak-
ers considered targeting Nigeria for 
potential sanctions or visa restric-
tions, with some sources mentioning 
potential visa restrictions for Nige-
rian entities. Additionally, concerns 
were raised regarding consular issues 
following a diplomatic incident in-
volving Venezuelan deportations.

United Kingdom 
While listed as having granted 

agreements to some envoys, there 
have been public commentaries criti-
cising the administration for seeking 
support from a nation (UK) that re-
cently characterised Nigeria as highly 
corrupt, suggesting a cynical view 
of the relationship. Some analysts 
believe that President Bola Ahmed 
Tinubu’s recent UK visit was in this 
regard as what the eyes were seen.

ECOWAS Member States (Niger,
Mali, Guinea):
Relations have been strained due 

to the Tinubu administration’s firm 
stance against military coups, lead-
ing to the departure of these nations 
from the bloc and a loss of regional 
influence.

Abuja Embassy Landlord Dis-
putes:

Numerous countries were listed 
by the Federal Capital Territory Ad-
ministration (FCTA) as defaulting 
on ground rent, leading to a potential 
diplomatic stand-off. These include 
Ghana, Thailand, Russia, Turkey, Ire-
land, Germany, Venezuela, Zambia, 
Indonesia, Equatorial Guinea, Egypt, 
Chad, Sierra Leone, Sudan, Kenya, 
Zimbabwe, Ethiopia, Switzerland, 
Saudi Arabia, China, and South Af-
rica.

Here is how insecurity may im-
pact Tinubu's international image

Undermining Foreign Invest-
ment (FDI): 

Multinational companies continue 
to divest, citing a hostile economic 
environment and insecurity.

While President Tinubu travels 
internationally to promote Nige-
ria as a safe investment destination, 
high-level diplomatic engagements 
are undermined by domestic realities 
of insecurity, such as school attacks 
and kidnappings. Critics argue that 
this creates a "tragic denial" of the pain 
Nigerians face, hindering efforts to at-
tract long-term foreign partnerships.

Regional Stability Concerns
The inability to secure Nigeria's 

porous borders has led to the move-
ment of displaced militant groups 
into the country, causing concern 
among neighbouring countries in the 
ECOWAS region, which may portray 
the government as weak or incapable 
of managing regional security chal-
lenges. 

The failure to control internal se-
curity, which Tinubu once criticised 
his predecessors for, erodes his image 
as an effective economic manager. 
Continued security spending with-
out adequate safety results contrib-
utes to international perceptions that 
Nigeria's security sector is ineffective, 
despite receiving larger budgets.

Increased violence in the North-
East, North-West, and North-Cen-
tral regions, along with incidents of 
communal clashes, invite interna-
tional watchdogs to scrutinise the ad-
ministration's human rights record, 
weakening the image of the country 
as a stable democracy, according to 
RSIS International.

To mitigate these risks, the Tinu-
bu administration is actively seeking 
international support for security 
equipment and intelligence sharing, 
particularly with France and the UK, 
as part of its strategy to show it is 
tackling the crisis. 

However, until concrete results are 
achieved on the ground, the interna-
tional narrative may remain that the 
insecurity is hindering Nigeria’s de-
velopment.
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HAPPY 74TH
BIRTHDAY
to a Pillar of National

Development

Wishing you g�d health and 
  many more years of dedicated

service to Nigeria

We join fellow Nigerians at home and abroad 
in celebrating His Excellency, Bola Ahmed 

Tinubu GCFR, President of the Federal 
Republic of Nigeria, on his 74th birthday.

Today, we honour a leader whose life reflects 
courage, resilience, and a strong commitment 
to building a better Nigeria. Your leadership 

continues to drive progress and strengthen 
national unity.

As you lead the nation on the Renewed Hope 
journey, we wish you renewed strength, 

wisdom, and continued success in your service 
to our dear country. 

May your impact endure and inspire 
generations to come.

Mr. President, Happy Birthday

LAGOS STATE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL
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From The Parliament

A potential  defection 
by  Ph i l ip  Ag b e s e , 
deputy spokesperson 
o f  t h e  H o u s e  o f 

Representatives, is set to trigger a 
leadership contest within the green 
chamber, as lawmakers prepare to 
resume plenary Tuesday after the 
Sallah break.

Agbese, who represents Ado/
Ogb adib o/Okokwu Fe dera l 
Constituency of Benue State, is 
said to be concluding plans to 
leave the ruling All Progressives 
Congress (APC) for the Labour 
Party ahead of the 2027 election. 
While the move has yet to be 
formally announced, there are 
indications that only procedural 
steps remain.

 His expected exit  carries 
i mpl i c at i ons  b e yond  p ar t y 
a l ig nment .  By  convent ion , 
spokesperson roles in the National 
Assembly are retained by the 
majority party. Should Agbese 
defect, the APC would be required 
to nominate a replacement, setting 

Reps’ leadership may face shuffle as Agbese eyes Labour Party

Fresh waves of political 
defections may be set 
to unsettle the National 
A s s e m b l y  a s  t h e 
ruling All Progressives 

Congress (APC) holds its national 
convention at Eagle Square in 
Abuja, with lawmakers returning 
from the Eid-el-Fitr break amid 
heightened speculation over 
shifting alliances and emerging 
opposition coalitions.

 The convention, which has 
drawn top party leaders, governors 
and federal lawmakers, is already 
being seen as more than a routine 
gathering. 

For many within and outside 
the APC, it represents a strategic 
convergence point where loyalties 
are tested, grievances aired quietly, 
and future alignments subtly 
negotiated ahead of the 2027 
election cycle.

 The timing is significant. The 
National Assembly is expected to 
resume plenary on Tuesday, and 
insiders say the familiar pattern of 
defections that has characterised 
recent legislative sessions could 
intensify as politicians reposition early.

 In both chambers, defections 
have become a recurring feature, 
often announced at the start 
of plenary with letters citing 
“irreconcilable differences” or 
“division within party structures.” 
However, beneath those formal 
justifications lies a deeper game 

Fresh defections loom as APC Convention rekindles 
realignments ahead of NASS resumption

off a quiet contest within its ranks 
for one of the more visible positions 
in the House.

The process will fall under the 
leadership of Tajudeen Abbas, 
Speaker of the House with attention 
likely to focus on how quickly 
the ruling party moves to fill the 
gap and maintain its hold on the 
chamber’s messaging structure.

 Agbese’s planned move is closely 
tied to the prolonged internal crisis 
within the APC in Benue State, 
which has deepened since the 2023 
general election.

The dispute pits Governor 

Hy a c i nt h  A l i a  a g a i ns t  t h e 
Secretary to the Government of 
the Federation, George Akume, in 
a contest for control of the party’s 
structure in the state.

Alia’s emergence as governor 
marked a political shift for the APC 
in Benue, but it did not resolve 
underlying tensions.

Akume, a former governor and a 
central figure in building the party’s 
network in the state, has retained 
significant influence, particularly 
among federal lawmakers.

Since then, both camps have 
struggled to asser t  control . 

Allies of the governor accuse 
Akume of mobilising National 
Assembly members against the 
state government, while Akume’s 
supporters argue that the governor 
has marginalised key stakeholders 
and consolidated decision-making 
within a narrow circle. 

Efforts to reconcile the factions 
have so far failed. Interventions by 
the presidency, the APC national 
leadership, and the Tor Tiv, James 
Ayatse, have not produced a lasting 
resolution.

In  D e c e mb e r  2 0 2 5 ,  Vi c e 
President Kashim Shettima warned 
that the dispute could have “grave 
consequences” if unresolved ahead 
of the next election cycle.

The standoff has effectively split 
the APC in Benue into rival blocs, 
with implications for candidate 
selection and party cohesion as 
2027 approaches. For lawmakers 
aligned with either side, political 
calculations are increasingly shaped 
by where they stand within that 
divide.

 Agbese is widely seen as aligned 
with the Akume camp, placing him 

at odds with the governor, who is 
expected to play a decisive role in 
determining APC candidates in 
the state. 

His reported planned move to the 
Labour Party is therefore viewed as 
both a strategic repositioning and a 
response to the uncertainty within 
the APC.

Sources  famil iar  with the 
development said the defection is 
largely settled, but has been delayed 
by the need to formally notify the 
Speaker and the ongoing legislative 
recess.

“He has concluded the process. 
What remains is  the formal 
announcement, which will be done 
in line with House procedures,” a 
lawmaker said.

 When the House reconvenes, 
the development is expected 
to move from speculation to 
for m a l  a c t i on .  B e yond  t he 
immediate vacancy it  would 
create, the episode underscores 
how internal party disputes at the 
state level are beginning to shape 
alignments within the National 
Assembly.

of political survival and access to 
power.

 Several lawmakers, particularly 
from opposition parties, are believed 
to be weighing their options, with 
some already attending APC events 
or maintaining close contact with 
party leaders. 

 The convention provides an 
opportunity for such lawmakers to 
signal interest, test reception, and 
potentially finalise moves.

The APC’s dominance at the 
federal level continues to make it an 
attractive destination, especially for 
legislators seeking political security, 
committee influence, or alignment 
with the executive ahead of future 
elections.

 The convention is not just 
about party administration; it is a 
marketplace of political interest. 

 Yet, while the ruling party 
appears to be consolidating, a 
paral lel  development in the 
opposition space is adding a new 

layer of intrigue.
 Talk of a possible alliance 

between Peter Obi and Rabiu 
Musa Kwankwaso of the New 
Nigeria Peoples Party (NNPP) 
potentially under the platform of 
the African Democratic Congress 
(ADC), has gained traction in 
recent weeks. Though no formal 
announcement has been made, the 
mere speculation is already sending 
ripples through the political 
establishment.

The idea of an Obi-Kwankwaso 
ticket is being framed by some 
opposition figures as a strategic 
merger capable of challenging the 
APC’s dominance by combining 
regional strengths and voter bases. 

Obi’s  appeal among urban 
and youth voters, particularly in 
the South-East and parts of the 
South-South, could complement 
Kwankwaso’s influence in Kano. For 
lawmakers, this evolving scenario 
presents both an opportunity and 

a dilemma.
 On one hand,  a  credible 

opposition coalition could offer 
an alternative platform for those 
reluctant to join the APC but 
dissatisfied with their current 
parties. On the other hand, the 
uncertainty surrounding such an 
alliance including its structure, 
leadership and viability may push 
risk-averse politicians toward the 
relative stability of the ruling party.

 This is a moment of calculation 
for politicians especially lawmakers. 

“Do you move now to the APC 
and secure your place early, or 
do you wait and see if a strong 
opposition coalition emerges? That 
is the question many lawmakers 
are asking.

Within the National Assembly, 
recent months have already seen a 
steady erosion of opposition ranks, 
raising concerns about the weakening 
of legislative checks and balances.

 Civil society organisations 
have warned that continued 
defections could further tilt the 
balance of power in favour of the 
executive, undermining democratic 
accountability.

 The anticipated new round 
of  defect ions  could deepen 
those concerns, particularly if it 
involves high-profile lawmakers or 
significant blocs from opposition 
parties.

 There is also the question of 
how party leaderships will respond. 
Opposit ion part ies ,  a lready 
grappling with internal divisions, 
may find it difficult to stem the 

tide if members perceive better 
prospects elsewhere.

 Meanwhile, the APC will be 
under pressure to manage incoming 
members without exacerbating 
internal rivalries or alienating 
existing stakeholders.

 At the convention ground, 
much of this political maneuvering 
remains behind the scenes, even 
as public attention focuses on 
speeches, resolutions and party 
structure. 

However, seasoned observers 
note that the real significance 
of such gatherings often lies in 
the informal conversations and 
side meetings that shape future 
developments.

 As lawmakers prepare to 
reconvene, the atmosphere in Abuja 
is one of anticipation. Will the next 
plenary session open with another 
wave of defection letters? Will the 
opposition coalesce around a new 
platform, or continue to fragment?

 For now, the signals are mixed 
but unmistakable: Nigeria’s political 
landscape is once again in motion, 
with the APC convention serving 
as a catalyst and the National 
Assembly as the immediate theatre 
where the consequences will unfold.

 The coming weeks will likely 
determine whether the current 
drift toward one-party dominance 
continues, or whether emerging 
alliances can alter the trajectory. 

 Either way, the interplay between 
defections, party strategy, and 
electoral calculations is set to define 
the next phase of legislative politics 
in the country.

RED CHAMBER

GREEN CHAMBER

GODSGIFT ONYEDINEFU,  Abuja 
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Volodymyr Zel-
enskyy arrived 
in Saudi Arabia 
on � ursday in 
an unannounced 

visit, just days a� er disclosing 
Ukraine’s growing security role 
in the Middle East amid the on-
going Iran war.

 “Arrived in Saudi Arabia. Im-
portant meetings are scheduled,” 
the Ukrainian president said on 
X, sharing a video of his arrival. 

“We appreciate the support and 
support those who are ready to 
work with us to ensure security.”

 He did not provide further 
details on the purpose of the trip. 
However, last week, Zelenskyy 
revealed that Ukrainian o�  cials 
are assisting Saudi Arabia, Unit-
ed Arab Emirates, Qatar, Kuwait 
and Jordan in countering drone 
attacks and building air defense 
systems. Kyiv is also exploring a 
potential role in securing the stra-
tegically vital Strait of Hormuz.

 In exchange, Ukraine is 
seeking access to advanced 

Zelenskyy makes surprise visit to Saudi 
Arabia amid Middle East security role

Moscow transfers upgraded drone 
technology to Tehran as war lingers 

US denies pressuring Ukraine to 
cede Donbas for security guarantees

air-defense systems held by Gulf 
states—capabilities it urgently 
needs to counter Russia’s sus-
tained missile strikes.

 Ukraine has, over the course 
of the war, emerged as a lead-
ing producer of cost-e� ective, 
battle-tested drone interceptors, 
which have become central to 

its defense against Russia’s more 
than four-year invasion.

 Zelenskyy’s visit comes as Eu-
ropean allies intensify pressure 
on Russia’s oil exports, a critical 
source of funding for the war.

 At a meeting in Finland, Keir 
Starmer said Western allies must 
escalate e� orts against Moscow’s 

so-called “shadow � eet” of tank-
ers used to circumvent sanctions.

 “we should go a� er the shad-
ow � eet even harder,” the British 
prime minister said, addressing 
members of the Joint Expedi-
tionary Force, a 10-nation coa-
lition monitoring Russian mari-
time activity.

 Starmer announced that the 

U.K. military would now be au-
thorised to board such vessels 
in British waters, aligning with 
similar measures adopted by al-
lied nations.

“Together, we must close o�  
critical sea routes to this vital 
trade, to keep up the pressure 
on (Russian President Vladimir) 
Putin and to help change the 
narrative of this war,” he added.

 In a recorded message, Zel-
enskyy underscored the impor-
tance of targeting Russia’s energy 
revenues.

 “So please keep the pressure 
on Russia — its tankers and 
shadow � eet must not feel safe 
in European waters,” he said.

Tanker attack raises ten-
sions

 Separately, Turkish authori-
ties con� rmed that a sanctioned 
oil tanker was struck by a naval 
drone near the entrance to the 
Bosphorus Strait, highlighting 
the growing risks to maritime 
routes linked to the con� ict.

 � e vessel, identi� ed as 
the Altura, was carrying about 
140,000 tons of crude oil when it 
was hit early � ursday, approx-

imately 14 nautical miles north 
of the strait. O�  cials said the 
attack damaged the ship’s bridge 
and engine room, but none of 
the 27 Turkish crew members 
were injured.

 Transport Minister Ab-
dulkadir Uraloglu described 
the incident as an “attack by an 
unmanned sea vessel,” without 
attributing responsibility.

 � e tanker, owned by Tur-
key-based Pergamon Maritime, 
has been under European Union 
sanctions since October for its 
role in transporting Russian oil 
outside Western restrictions.

 Ukraine has previously ac-
knowledged deploying naval 
drones against Russian targets in 
the Black Sea. Earlier this month, 
Moscow accused Kyiv of using a 
similar system to sink a Rus-
sian-� agged lique� ed natural 
gas tanker in the Mediterranean 
near Libya.

� e incident underscores how 
the war’s maritime dimension 
is expanding, even as Ukraine 
deepens its security footprint in 
the Middle East and Gulf region.

 Sunday 29 March 2026 15www.businessday.ng •  www.facebook.com/businessdayng •  businessDayNG •  businessdayng

From Other Lands

TAOFEEK OYEDOKUN 
with Agency Report

Russia is moving to 
supply Iran with a 
new batch of drones, 
including upgraded 

variants of systems originally 
provided by Tehran to Mos-
cow during the early phase of 
the Ukraine war, according to 
U.S. and European o�  cials.

 � e development comes as 
Iran intensi� es drone attacks 
across the Middle East — tar-
geting Israel, Gulf states and 
U.S. military installations — 
following joint U.S. and Israeli 
strikes on its territory. While 
Iran maintains its own stock-
pile of Shahed drones, Russian 
modi� cations developed on 
the battle� eld in Ukraine have 
signi� cantly enhanced their 
capabilities, particularly in 
navigation and resilience.

 O�  cials say contacts be-
tween Moscow and Tehran 
have accelerated in recent 
weeks. One European intelli-
gence o�  cial described discus-
sions as “very active,” though 
uncertainty remains over the 
scale and frequency of the 
transfers. A U.S. defense o�  -
cial said it is unclear whether 
the shipment is a one-o�  or 
part of a sustained pipeline, 
and none of the sources could 
con� rm how many drones are 
involved or their operational 
impact.

 Questions also persist over 
Russia’s strategic calculus, as 
supplying advanced munitions 
to Iran could come at the ex-

pense of its own war e� ort in 
Ukraine.

 Speaking a� er a Group of 
Seven meeting in Paris, Marco 
Rubio downplayed any imme-
diate e� ect on U.S. operations 
in the region.

 “� ere is nothing Russia is 
doing for Iran that is in any way 
impeding or a� ecting our oper-
ation or the e� ectiveness of it.”

 Intelligence assessments 
suggest the shipment may al-
ready be en route, though the 
method of transfer remains 
unclear. European o�  cials 
pointed to recent Russian 
convoys moving through 
Azerbaijan into northern Iran, 
o�  cially described as human-
itarian aid deliveries, as a pos-
sible cover.

 Russian authorities said 
trucks carrying 150 tons of 
food and supplies crossed into 
Iran, while additional ship-
ments of medicine were trans-
ported by rail. However, o�  -
cials caution that if drones are 
being moved by land, volumes 
are likely limited. One Europe-
an o�  cial suggested any trans-
fer could be largely symbol-
ic — aimed at reinforcing ties 
rather than shi� ing battle� eld 
dynamics — while noting that 
Moscow is also assisting Iran 
with targeting.

 � e Kremlin has publicly 
denied the reports. Spokes-
man Dmitry Peskov dismissed 
claims of drone transfers as 

“false news stories.”

 Despite that denial, Western 
intelligence points to deepen-
ing military-technical cooper-
ation between the two coun-
tries. � e U.K.’s latest defense 
assessment indicates Russia 
has provided Iran with train-
ing, intelligence and expertise 
in drone warfare and electron-
ic countermeasures. In return, 
Tehran is said to be sharing 
information “quite generous-
ly,” including sensitive insights 
during recent con� icts.

 Still, the relationship has not 
been without friction. Accord-
ing to European o�  cials, Irani-
an leaders were “deeply disap-
pointed” by Moscow’s limited 
support during its 2025 con-
frontation with Israel, which 
escalated into U.S. strikes on 
Iranian nuclear facilities.

 � e roots of the partnership 
date back to 2022, when Vladi-
mir Putin signed a $1.7 billion 
agreement to acquire Iranian 
Shahed drones a� er launch-
ing the invasion of Ukraine. 
Initially shipped in parts, the 
drones were later assembled 
domestically at a production 
facility in Tatarstan, where out-
put has since expanded rapidly.

 Russian engineers have since 
re� ned the systems, introduc-
ing decoy drones to overwhelm 
air defenses, as well as upgrades 
such as jet propulsion, onboard 
cameras, anti-jamming systems, 
radio links, arti� cial intelli-
gence navigation and satellite 
connectivity.

Marco Rubio, 
US secre-
tary of state, 
on Friday 

pushed back strongly 
against claims by Volo-
dymyr Zelenskyy that 
Washington is pressuring 
Ukraine to cede territory 
to Russia as a condition 
for security guarantees 
under a potential cease-
fire deal.

 Speaking after a Group 
of Seven meeting in 
France, the U.S. secretary 
of state dismissed the 
allegation, calling it inac-
curate and misleading.

 “That’s a lie,” Rubio 
said. “And I saw him say 
that. And it is unfortu-
nate he would say that 
because he knows that’s 
not true and that’s not 
what he was told.”

The rebuttal followed 
remarks by Zelenskyy in 
an interview with Reu-
ters, where he suggested 
the U.S. was linking fu-
ture security guarantees 
to Ukraine’s withdrawal 
from the eastern Donbas 
region — a key battle-
ground largely occupied 
by Russian forces but still 
partially held by Kyiv.

 “The Americans are 
prepared to finalize these 

guarantees at a high level 
once Ukraine is ready to 
withdraw from Donbas,” 
Zelenskyy told Reuters. 

Rubio rejected that char-
acterization, clarifying that 
Washington had merely 
communicated Moscow’s 
position to Kyiv rather 
than endorsing it.

 “We’ve told the 
Ukrainian side what the 
Russians are insisting 
on,” he said. “We’re not 
advocating for it. We’ve 
explained it to them. It’s 
their choice to make. It’s 
not for us to make for 
them. We’ve never told 
them they have to take 
it or leave it. � e role we 
have played is to try to 
� gure out what both sides 
want, and see if we can 
bridge the middle ground.”

 The Ukrainian pres-
idential office did not 
immediately comment on 
the apparent divergence 
in positions.

The Donbas region 
— Ukraine’s industrial 
heartland — remains 
central to the conflict. 
Vladimir Putin has 
demanded full control 
of the territory; a move 
analysts say would give 
Russia a strategic foot-
hold to threaten other 

parts of Ukraine.
 Rubio also disclosed 

that recent U.S.-Ukraine 
discussions took place 
last week in Florida, but 
noted that no further 
meetings are currently 
scheduled.

 He added that while 
Washington has not yet 
redirected weapons in-
tended for Ukraine to the 
Middle East, such a move 
remains a possibility as 
the U.S. recalibrates its 
military priorities.

 “If we need something 
for America and it’s 
American, we’re going 
to keep it for America 
first,” Rubio said. “But 
as of now, that has not 
happened.”

 However, reports in-
dicate that some U.S. air 
defense resources are al-
ready being repositioned. 
American Patriot missile 
systems have been moved 
from Europe toward the 
Middle East as Washing-
ton responds to escalat-
ing tensions with Iran. 

Zelenskyy has warned 
that the shift could leave 
Ukraine exposed, saying 
Kyiv will “definitely” face 
shortages of Patriot sys-
tems as the conflict in the 
Middle East intensifies.
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Editorial
Built with public funds, priced beyond 
the public: Rethinking student housing

A federally funded 
student hostel at 
the  Univers ity 
of Lagos,  built 
to ease a long-

standing accommodat ion 
crisis, now sits at the centre 
of a troubling contradiction. 
Reports indicate that bed spaces 
in the newly completed Femi 
Gbajabiamila Hall of Residence 
cost as much as N950,000 per 
session, placing it well beyond 
the reach of many students 
it was designed to support. 
For undergraduates already 
navigating rising living costs, 
this “solution” risks becoming 
another barrier rather than a 
bridge to access.

The tension is difficult to 
ignore. A project financed with 
public funds under the Zonal 
Intervention Project (ZIP) 
framework and supported 
by  a d d i t i on a l  bu d ge t ar y 
allocations is operating at 
pricing levels comparable to 
private hostels. At a university 
where accommodation supply 
remains critically low relative to 
demand, the expectation would 
be that public infrastructure 
expands affordability. Instead, 
it appears to be mirroring the 
very market pressures it was 
intended to moderate.

This ref lects  a  broader 
and more persistent issue in 
Nigeria’s public sector: the 
gradual  shif t  f rom public 
service provision toward quasi-

commercial operations. The 
distinction between sustainability 
and commercialisation is critical. 
While institutions may need to 
recover costs, pricing structures 
that effectively exclude a large 
portion of intended beneficiaries 
undermine the purpose of public 
investment.  When access is 
determined primarily by ability 
to pay, the social function of such 
infrastructure is weakened.

The scale of the accommodation 
gap further sharpens this concern. 
With tens of thousands of students 
competing for a limited number 
of  univers ity-managed bed 
spaces, the demand for affordable 
housing remains acute. In this 
context, high-cost options do 
little to relieve pressure. Instead, 
they  push students  toward 
difficult alternatives, long daily 
commutes from distant suburbs, 
overcrowded informal housing, 
or, in some cases, compromised 
academic engagement due to 
fatigue and time constraints.

Beyond pricing, the issue raises 
questions about ownership and 
accountability. Publicly funded 
projects are collective assets, yet 
the way they are presented can blur 
this reality. When infrastructure 
is  st rongly  associated with 
individual political figures, it can 
create the impression of personal 
contribution rather than public 
provision. This perception risks 
weakening civic expectations 
around transparency, oversight, 
and equitable access.

The absence of clear and 
consistent frameworks governing 
the naming and operational 
s t r uc ture  of  such  projec ts 
contributes to this ambiguity. 
Without well-defined standards, 
public infrastructure can drift 
toward models that prioritise 
visibility and revenue over long-
term public value. This, in turn, 
l imits scrutiny and reduces 
pressure for alignment with the 
original purpose of the investment.

The impl icat ions  extend 
beyond a single institution. 
Across sectors, there is a growing 
pattern in which publicly funded 
assets are expected to generate 
revenue at levels that resemble 
private enterprises. While this 
may address short-term financial 
constraints, it often does so at 
the expense of inclusivity. In 
education, where access remains 
uneven, such an approach risks 
deepening existing inequalities.

Addressing this challenge 
requires a clearer alignment 
b etween p ol ic y  intent  and 
implementation. Public student 
housing should be structured 
around affordability, with pricing 
models grounded in cost-recovery 
principles rather than market 
maximisation. Transparency is 
equally important. Publishing cost 
breakdowns, operational models, 
and maintenance frameworks 
would allow for more informed 
public scrutiny and help ensure 
that pricing decisions are justified 
and proportionate.

There is also a need for stronger 
institutional oversight. Clearer 
guidelines on the management 
and positioning of publicly funded 
projects would reduce ambiguity 
and reinforce the principle that 
such assets exist primarily to 
serve public needs. Ensuring 
that operational decisions reflect 
this principle is essential to 
maintaining trust.

At its core, the issue is about 
purpose. Student accommodation 
is not an auxiliary service; it is 
a foundational component of 
access to education. When the 
cost of shelter approaches or 
exceeds what many students can 
reasonably afford, the broader 
goal of expanding educational 
opportunity is compromised.

Public investment carries with it 
an implicit contract: that resources 
will be deployed in ways that 
advance collective welfare. When 
that contract is diluted, whether 
through pricing, positioning, or 
policy drift, the result is not just 
inefficiency but erosion of trust in 
public institutions.

Reclaiming the purpose of 
student housing requires more 
than new construction. It requires 
a consistent commitment to 
ensuring that such infrastructure 
remains accessible, accountable, 
and aligned with the needs of 
those it is meant to serve. Without 
that alignment, the system risks 
producing well-built facilities that 
fall short of their most important 
objective, expanding opportunity.
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The dimming fate of traditional journalism in the 
global South as digital journalism gains traction

Issue

Traditional journalism 
in the Global South 
stands at a profound 

crossroads, confronted by the 
accelerating sweep of digital 
transformation. The world 
of media—once anchored 
in institutions that shaped 
public life through print, radio, 
and terrestrial television—is 
undergoing a reconfiguration 
so sweeping that it challenges 
long‑held assumptions about 
how societies gather, interpret, 
and value information. The 
digital tide has not only altered 
audience behaviour but has 
changed the very grammar 
of journalism. As digital 
journalism gains traction, 
traditional newsrooms in 
Africa, Asia, Latin America, 
and the Caribbean are grappling 
with dwindling influence, 
plummeting revenues, and 
shifting public trust.

This transformation is 
not occurring in isolation. It 
is unfolding within a global 
media ecosystem where the 
Global North—particularly 
Europe and North America—
has already undergone a 
decade of digital disruption. 
The contrasts between the 
two regions reveal  both 
shared challenges and stark 
inequalities that shape the fate 
of journalism in the Global 
South.
One. Structural decline of 
traditional journalism
Traditional journalism in the 
Global South has long served 
as a stabilising institution, 
yet today it faces significant 
disruption. Younger audiences 
are increasingly disengaged 
from legacy media, preferring 
digital platforms that align 
with their mobile‑centred 
lifestyles. According to the 
Reuters Institute Digital News 
Report, more than 70% of 
young adults in Africa and 
Asia now access news primarily 
t h r o u g h  s m a r t p h o n e s , 
compared with roughly 50% 
in Europe. The convenience 
of instant updates, short‑form 
videos, and personalised feeds 
has diminished the appeal 
of traditional broadcasts and 
newspapers.

Moreover, political actors, 
business leaders, and celebrities 
now byp ass  t rad it iona l 
media, opting instead for 
social platforms and podcast 
hosts with substantial online 
followings. This shift further 
erodes the influence of legacy 
inst itutions.  In Nigeria, 
Kenya, India, and Brazil, 
political communication 
increasingly unfolds on X 
(formerly Twitter), TikTok, 
and WhatsApp, often reaching 
millions before traditional 
outlets can respond.

Across the Global South, 
traditional media houses 

OJO EMMANUEL ADEMOLA

operate under precarious 
financial conditions. Many 
rely heavily on government 
advertising or donor funding, 
unlike their counterparts 
in the Global North, where 
subscription models and 
diversified revenue streams—
such as The New York Times’ 
digital subscription success—
provide some buffer. The 
added pressures of digital 
transformation have put the 
survival of many Global South 
newsrooms at risk.
T w o .  T h e  r i s e  a n d 
entrenchment of digital 
journalism
Dig it a l  j our na l i sm has 
firmly established itself as 
t he  d om i nant  forc e  i n 
shaping public discourse. 
It is agile, visually rich, and 
data‑driven. Creator‑led news 
ecosystems have emerged, 
where individuals rather 
than institutions hold sway 
through authenticity and 
digital presence. This resonates 
powerfully across regions 
where trust in political systems 
and traditional media has 
waned.

In the Global North, digital 
journalism has matured into 
a sophisticated industry with 
advanced analytics, multimedia 
integration, and AI‑driven 
content strategies. In contrast, 
the Global South’s digital 
journalism is expanding rapidly 
but unevenly. Social media 
penetration in sub‑Saharan 
Africa, for instance, stands at 
roughly 30%, compared with 
over 80% in Europe. Yet the 

influence of digital platforms 
is disproportionately high 
due to their role in political 
mobilisation, entertainment, 
and community discourse.

Multimedia storytelling—
e s p e c i a l l y  v i d e o — h a s 
become central  to news 
c o n s u m p t i o n .  T i k To k , 
YouTube, and Instagram 
dominate  the  attent ion 
economy, with short‑form 
v i d e o  e me rg i ng  as  t he 
preferred format for audiences 
under 35. Algorithms now 
determine how information 
is encountered, with search 
engines and AI‑powered 
systems filtering and ranking 
content. This algorithmic 
mediation sidelines traditional 
news sources lacking the digital 
optimisation necessary to 
compete.
Three. Contextual realities of 
the global south
The digital shift in the Global 
South is shaped by complex 
cultural, institutional, and 
infrastructural factors. Some 
newsrooms have embraced 
d i g i t a l ‑ f i r s t  s t r ate g i e s , 
mult imedia integrat ion, 
and data journalism, while 
others struggle with limited 
bandwidth ,  sk i l l s  gaps , 
and inadequate financial 
investment.

U n l i k e  t h e  G l o b a l 
North—where broadband 
penetration exceeds 90% in 
many countries—the Global 
South faces persistent digital 
divides. In sub‑Saharan Africa, 
broadband access remains 
below 40%, and data costs are 

among the highest in the world. 
These structural constraints 
slow the adoption of digital 
journalism and limit audience 
reach.

Digital journalism in the 
region is therefore not just a 
technological transition but 
a societal one. Issues such 
as press freedom, political 
interference, media literacy, 
and economic inequality 
determine the pace and 
success of adaptation. In some 
contexts, digital journalism 
empowers reporters and citizen 
journalists to circumvent 
censorship. In others, it exposes 
them to new vulnerabilities—
i n c l u d i n g  h a r a s s m e nt , 
surveillance, and the rapid 
spread of misinformation.

The Global North, by 
contrast, benefits from stronger 
institutional protections, 
higher media literacy, and 
more robust  regulator y 
frameworks. These differences 
shape the quality, credibility, 
and sustainability of digital 
journalism across regions.
F o u r.  T h e  e c o n o m i c 
disruption: A battle for 
survival
The decline of traditional 
journalism is underpinned 
by harsh economic realities. 
Advertising revenue has shifted 
decisively to digital platforms, 
influencer partnerships, and 
targeted campaigns. Google 
and Meta now control more 
than 60% of global digital 
advertising, leaving traditional 
media—especially in the 
Global South—struggling to 

compete.
Print  circulat ion has 

declined, radio listenership 
has fragmented, and television 
audiences have migrated 
online. In South Africa, 
newspaper circulation has 
dropped by more than 50% in 
the past decade. In India, once 
the world’s fastest‑growing 
print market, circulation has 
begun to contract as digital 
adoption accelerates.

Independent newsrooms 
and community broadcasters 
face severe financial pressure, 
often lacking the resources to 
invest in digital infrastructure. 
Economic fragility also leaves 
media organisations vulnerable 
to editorial compromise, 
undermining public trust and 
accelerating audience flight.

In the Global  North, 
ph i l ant h ropi c  f u nd i ng , 
subscription models, and 
public‑service media provide 
partial buffers. The Global 
S o u t h ,  h o w e v e r,  l a c k s 
comparable safety nets, making 
the economic disruption far 
more existential.
Five. AI’s disruptive impact 
on journalism in the global 
south
Artif icial  Intel ligence is 
reshaping journalism in 
profound ways. AI‑powered 
n e w s  s u m m a r i e s , 
automated reporting, and 
recommendation engines 
present both opportunities 
and threats. While AI can 
improve efficiency and support 
multilingual reporting, it 
also reduces website traffic 
by providing direct answers 
without linking back to original 
sources.

In the Global  North, 
major news organisations 
are  exper imenting with 
A I ‑ d r i v e n  w o r k f l o w s , 
automated fact‑checking, and 
personalised content delivery. 
In the Global South, however, 
AI adoption is constrained 
by cost, limited technical 
expertise, and inadequate 
regulatory frameworks.

There is also a geopolitical 
dimension: AI models are 
predominantly trained on 
data from the Global North, 
raising concerns about cultural 
bias, linguistic exclusion, and 
the marginalisation of Global 
South narratives.

Without strategic adoption, 
many Global South newsrooms 
risk falling further behind 
global standards, deepening 
the information inequality 
between regions.
Six. What this means for the 
future of journalism in the 
global south
The future is neither bleak nor 
simple. Traditional journalism 
will evolve, but its dominance 
has unmistakably diminished. 
A hybrid ecosystem is emerging, 
where digital‑native platforms 
shape public discourse while 

legacy institutions reinvent 
themselves through video, 
creator partnerships, and 
AI‑enhanced workflows.

The success of journalism 
in the Global South ultimately 
rests on a conscious and 
context‑aware transformation 
that addresses the structural, 
economic, and technological 
pressures reshaping the media 
landscape. This transformation 
requires sustained investment 
in media literacy to help citizens 
navigate misinformation 
and strengthen democratic 
part icipat ion,  a longside 
regulator y reforms that 
create a fairer competitive 
environment between local 
news organisat ions and 
powerful global technology 
companies. It also demands 
a deliberate expansion of 
technological capability, 
particularly in areas such as 
artificial intelligence, where 
readiness remains uneven 
and often under‑resourced. 
Equipping journalists with 
advanced digital storytelling 
skills is equally essential, 
ensuring they can thrive in 
an era defined by multimedia 
formats and algorithmic 
distribution. Underpinning all 
of this is the urgent need for 
sustainable funding models—
ranging from philanthropy 
and membership schemes 
to community‑supported 
journalism—that can secure 
the financial resilience of 
newsrooms and safeguard 
editor ia l  independence. 
Together, these interconnected 
priorities form the foundation 
upon which a revitalised 
and future‑ready journalism 
ecosystem in the Global South 
can be built.

•Ademola is first 
African Professor 
of Cybersecurity 
and Information 
Technology 
Management, 
Global Education 
Advocate, Chartered 
Manager, UK Digital 
Journalist, Strategic 
Advisor & Prophetic 
Mobiliser for National 
Transformation, and 
General Evangelist 
of CAC Nigeria and 
Overseas
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When Dr. Peter Ndubuisi Mbah 
took the oath of office as 
Governor of Enugu State on 
May 29, 2023, the state carried 
a well-known reputation: a 

civil service state. For decades, Enugu’s economy 
had revolved around government jobs, federal 
allocations, and modest industrial activity. 
Water scarcity was chronic, “sit-at-home” orders 
paralyzed commerce, infrastructure lagged, and 
young people migrated in search of opportunities 
elsewhere. � e state’s GDP stood at approximately 
$4.4 billion, with limited private-sector dynamism.

Today, barely three years later, that narrative has 
been dramatically rewritten. Enugu is rapidly emerging 
as a destination of choice for business, investment, 
tourism, and high-quality living. Under Mbah’s 
leadership, the state is shi� ing from consumption 
and bureaucracy to productivity, innovation, and 
private-sector-led growth. � us, many now hail him 
as our own Lee Kuan Yew. Lee Kuan Yew was the 
visionary statesman, who li� ed Singapore from a � ird 
World backwater in 1965 to a First World economic 
powerhouse within a generation through discipline, 
meritocracy, infrastructure, education, and relentless 
investment attraction.

Pre-2023, Enugu State exempli� ed the classic post-
colonial African state model with a heavy reliance on 
civil service salaries, limited diversification, and 
governance that prioritized politics and patronage. 
Roads, healthcare facilities, schools and other social 
infrastructure earnestly sought a revamp and fresh 
air. Tourism potential lay dormant despite natural 
assets like the Nsude Pyramids, Ngwo Pine Forest, 
and Awhum Waterfalls.

Meanwhile, Mbah was a successful private-
sector entrepreneur before his initial stints with the 
public sector as Chief of Sta�  and subsequently a 
former Commissioner for Finance and Economic 
Development. A� er that stint, he returned fully to 
the private sector where he built the Pinnacle Oil 
and Gas, a � rm, which he founded and built from 
ground zero to a multi billion dollar leader of the 
petroleum downstream subsector at the time he 
returned to lead the current economic revolution 
in Enugu State. Thus he entered office with a 
technocratic blueprint to grow the state’s GDP 
sevenfold to $30 billion by 2031, eradicate poverty, 
and reposition Enugu as Nigeria’s premier hub for 
investment, tourism, and livability. 

His administration has increased the state 
budget from N166 billion he inherited in 2023 to 
a record N521.5 billion in 2024, N971 billion in 
2025, and and a historic N1.62 trillion in 2026. 
Importantly, he reversed the prevalent national 
culture of recurrent expenditure-heavy budgets. 
The least capital expenditure for each of the 
aforementioned budgets under him has been 
80 percent. In fact, capital expenditure got 86 
percent in 2025, while recurrent expenditure got 14 
percent. � is underscores how bullish he has been 
in cutting cost of governance and wastefulness 
to build infrastructure and other enablers that 
support investment and economic growth.

Again, Internally Generated Revenue (IGR) 
has surged in unprecedented scales. By reforms 
such as the introduction of technology, plugging 

of leakages, and revival and optimization of 
moribund assets, he raised the state's IGR from 
N26.8 billion in 2022 to N37 billion between  June 
and December 2023, N188.5 billion in 2025 and 
N406.7 billion in 2025.

Over 1,000km of roads have either been 
constructed or reconstructed. And this includes 
rural roads and bridges as well as dual carriageways 
like the Enugu-Ugwogo Nike-Opi-Nsukka Road, 
the Owo-Ubahu-Amankanu-Neke-Ikem Road, 
in addition to several other rural farm-to-market 
links. Mbah has raised water production from 
occasional 2 million liters to over 120 million 
liters, even as he battles frontally the reticulation 
challenges. � is is a massive step towards totally 
ending decades of scarcity in Enugu capital city. 

In one fell woop, he constructed five ultra-
modern transport terminals and rolled out 100 
CNG buses (while another 100 buses are underway). 
2,000 environment-friendly city taxis are on the way 
too. He launched Enugu Air with three aircra�  in 
July 2025 and the airline has grown to six planes 
already. And he plans to grow it yet again to 20 
aircraft as part of his plans to make Enugu an 
aviation hub for West and Central Africa, with 
routes stretching to Asia, America, and Europe., etc. 

� e � agship New Enugu City covers 10,000 
hecters with 26km² currently being developed. � e 
smart city features residential zones, an industrial 
park, medical centres, sports arenas, and dedicated 
power. � ese are not mere promises; they signal a 
deliberate move toward a livable, investment-ready 
metropolis.

Mbah’s administration has delivered over 265 

Smart Green Schools, which are solar-powered, 
digitally equipped facilities with STEM-focused 
curricula across all 260 wards. � ese will take 
between 800 to 1,000 students each, who will 
receive one nutritious meals meal daily. The 
school is totally free - uniform,  free tuition, free 
tablets, and more. Importantly, whereas UNESCO 
benchmark for budgetary allocation to education 
is 15 to 20 percent, the Mbah Administration has 
consistently allocated 32 to 33 percent of the state's 
annual budget to the sector. 

In healthcare, 260 Type-2 primary facilities 
have been delivered in virtually all the 260 
wards alongside the recruitment of 2,500 health 
workers. � e nearly completed 300-bed Enugu 
International Hospital aims to capture a slice of 
Nigeria’s $1 billion annual outbound medical 
tourism spend, positioning Enugu as a medical 
tourism destination.

Perhaps the shi�  from civil service state status 
to a diversi� ed economy is most evident here. 
Mbah is building the youths digital capacity in 
a scale never before witnessed. Another name 
for Enugu State today is tech and ICT. Initiatives 
include the Enugu Tech Festival (“Coal to Code”), 
training thousands of youths in digital skills as 
well as the $20 million technology investment for 
local manufacturing – the Enugu Haier Factory, 
a partnership between his administration and 
Haier Group, the world’s largest manufacturer 
of appliances, with global revenue exceeding 
$60 billion in 2025. Haier Group portfolio of 
international brands include GE Appliances, Mabe, 
Candy, Sanyo Aqua, Hoover, and Fisher & Paykel.

To facilitate investment, Mbah has taken 
radical steps such as laws, policies, and regulations, 
to reposition land administration in the state. 
Land administration has been digitized via the 
Enugu Geographic Information System (ENGIS), 
slashing bureaucracy and improving ease of doing 
business. � ere are also the Enugu State Properties 
Protection Law to checkmate the activities of 
land grabbers. He equally signed a new Land Use 
Regulation into law in 2025.  

Tourism is a cornerstone of the $30 billion 
vision. � e historic Presidential Hotel has been 
renovated to � ve-star standards, the International 
Conference Centre revived, and iconic sites 
upgraded: Nigeria’s � rst commercial zipline at 
Ngwo Pine Forest, a 600-metre canopy walkway 
at Nsude Pyramids, enhanced Awhum Waterfalls, 
and Nike Lake Resort as a luxury eco-destination. 
� e goal is to attract two million visitors annually, 
with tourism projected to drive signi� cant IGR 
through hospitality, events, and cultural festivals.

Agriculture has seen tractor assembly plants, 
260 Smart Farm Estates, and digital registration 
of over 67,000 farmers, creating agro-industrial 
value chains. � ere is equally the the Enugu State 
Public Ranch Management Law, the Enugu State 
Sports Development Fund Law, and the Enugu 
State Environmental and Climate Protection Law.

� e Mbah administration takes the credit of 
confronting and ending the illegal sit-at-home 
upon assumption of o�  ce in 2023. Security has 
tremendously improved with the construction 
and and installation of AI-enabled Command 
and Control Centres which has all the surveillance 
systems installed by Mbah in the state. he equally 
set up over 150 AI-embedded patrol vehicles 
manned by a special police unit, the DRS (Distress 
Response Squad).  

Lee Kuan Yew inherited a broken system riddled 
with corruption and bigotry in 1965. What did 
he do? He radically enforced meritocracy, anti-
corruption, world-class education, infrastructure, 
and pro-business policies, irrespective of whose 
ox was gored. In a generation, he turned Singapore 
into a global � nancial and logistics powerhouse with 
one of the highest GDP per capita � gures on earth.

In Enugu State, Mbah has moved governance 
from share patronage to meritocracy, irrespective of 
where you come from. He hired the best from around 
the country and beyond, imposed performance 
targets on appointees and civil servants.

Want to be his friend? Perform or bring ideas 
that would help build Enugu State into a $30bn 
economy. Simple. He is so focused and serious-
minded that he does not entertain idle talks and 
gossips. He has not merely governed Enugu State 
in the past 34 months; he has reimagined and 
rengineered Enugu’s destiny.

As Africa grapples with governance challenges, 
Mbah’s Enugu experiment offers a replicable 
blueprint: visionary leadership rooted in private-
sector e�  ciency, data-driven targets, and people-
centred development. If sustained, Enugu may 
well become the Singapore of Africa and Governor 
Mbah its Lee Kuan Yew.

Tomorrow, as the governor o� en says, is not 
coming. In Enugu, it is already here.

•Nnamani Arinze Darlington is the Special 
Assistant to Governor Mbah on Media

Governor Peter Mbah, another Lee 
Kuan Yew remaking Enugu
NNAMANI ARINZE DARLINGTON 
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She said, “Give me all the 
encouragement, advise and 
love I gave to all of you. I want 
it all back. I need it now. For all 
those who have been admir-
ing my wigs, I want to auction 
them. I need money for chemo. 
After selling off my wigs, I will 
sell off my clothes. I thank you 
so much for the love and the 

Social media influencer and 
self acclaimed relationship 
therapist, Blessing Okoro, 

popularly known as Blessing 
CEO, has come online, claim-
ing she is down with stage - four 
cancer.

In an emotional laden vid-
eo, Blessing said she is over-
whelmed and powerless as she 
said she has no clue on what to 
do because she needs to go in 
for surgery as soon as possible.

“I have been diagnosed with 
breast cancer. At this point, an 
urgent surgery is needed for 
amputation to stop the spread or 
to know how far the spread has 
gone or if they are going to take 
off one of the breasts or the two. 
It was a hard decision to come 
here. But the truth is when pre-
dicaments like this come to you, 
you become powerless. I might 
not be able to do anything, to 
work or to influence. Resources 
have gone into this. And that is 
why I have come out to plead. If 
I have ever touched you before, 
if my words have shown any 
positivity in our life, if you have 
ever said you love me, this is the 
time to show it.

“Thank you so much for the 
love. My phone is buzzing. God 
bless you all. Nothing is too 
small. I just want to be fine. I 
hope to start the surgery as fast 

How my cancer journey 
started – Blessing CEO

as possible. I need all the love. 
I have never been this clueless 
all my life. I thought I was so 
strong. Being strong is now my 
biggest weakness.”

Blessing, who is publicly so-
liciting for funds, said she has 
put up her property for sale in 
order to raise funds for her che-
motherapy.

contribution and the prayers. 
I appreciate. It has been over-
whelming because I don’t even 
have a clue of what to do.”

Talking about how the can-
cer journey said, Blessing said it 
was unexpected news.

“I feel there should be a lot 
of awareness when it comes 
to cancer. A lot of people are 
ignorant about cancer. Before 
now, I was so ignorant of it. It 
started last year, as a lump on 
my breasts and I went to the 
hospital and they took me for 
biopsy and the result came out 
after two weeks. The doctor 
said it wasn’t cancerous. I told 
him I didn’t want to remove it 
then because I had a lot going 
on with me. The doctor said 
I could remove it anytime I 
wanted.

“In January, I went back and 
told the doctor I was ready to 
remove the lump. He said we 
would need to do another bi-
opsy because we couldn’t use 
the previous one. We did and 
the result came out and it said 
it was cancerous and we need 
to remove the breast because 
it had spread. The doctor is not 
guaranteeing anything until 
the open me up to see if it has 
spread to the other breast. I am 
hoping I will be able to create 
the awareness because a lot is 
going on with me.

“I am not the kind of person 
that comes out on social me-
dia to beg. But predicaments 
like this can weaken you. I am 
already tired. Nobody wishes 
to come and beg. Things are 
so tight for everybody in this 
country. 

Award-winning thespian, 
Joke Silva, has been an-
nounced as the head judge 

for the 12th edition of the Africa 
Magic Viewers Choice Award set 
to hold soon. 

In a press conference held in 
Lagos recently, Africa Magic, in 
partnership with Multichoice Ni-
geria, made this announcement. 

The veteran actress, Joke Sil-
va, said she is excited about the 
awards and she is looking for-
ward to a great show. 

She said, "It is with great hon-
our that I assume the role of the 
head judge of AMVCA 12. It is a 
platform that recognises and cel-
ebrates excellence in African TV. 
It is not to reward visibility alone 
but to honour the depth of craft. 
It is a celebration of our culture 
that defines who we are. African 
stories matter.  

 "I am looking forward to 
the nominations to see those 
who have been nominated. I 
want to see who the audience 
will vote for. I like the fact that 
there is the voting category 
and the non voting category. 

In celebration of International 
Women’s Month, Amstel Mal-
ta, Nigeria’s leading premium 

malt brand, hosted a special edi-
tion of #AskAsisat, an Instagram 
Live session featuring its newly 
unveiled Brand Ambassador, 
Asisat Oshoala. Moderated by 
media personality Osas Irianele, 
the session gave fans exclusive 
access to one of Africa’s most ac-
complished footballers.

The live session created an 
engaging space where fans asked 
questions about Oshoala’s jour-
ney from Lagos to global foot-
ball stardom, her record-break-
ing achievements, and the 
principles that guide her on and 
off the pitch. With participation 
from over a hundred consum-
ers, the session reflected Amstel 
Malta’s “Be Your Best” message, 
encouraging Nigerians to pur-
sue excellence with discipline 
and consistency.

In line with this year’s Inter-
national Women’s Day theme, 

“Give to Gain,” 100 standout fans 
were rewarded N30,000 each, a 
total of N3 million, for asking 
insightful questions and en-

Joke Silva now AMVCA 12 Head Judge

Amstel Malta Hosts AskAsisat for 
International Women’s Month

Nigerian Breweries launches Big Fiesta

I am looking forward to the 
fashion. It is really fascinating."

According to Atinuke Ngo-
zi Babatunde, Executive Head, 
Content and Channels, Multi-
choice, the AMVCAs remain 
dedicated to celebrating the 
incredible talent in the African 
film and television industry. 
She highlighted the amazing 
people who contribute both 
in front of and behind the 
cameras, as well as the viewers 
who continue to support the 
hard work of the industry. She 
thanked everyone for being an 
integral part of the AMVCA 
journey saying this edition 
promises to be another defin-
ing chapter.

"We are being intentional to 
recognise the excellence of the 
ecosystem. African stories con-
tinue to reflect who we are and 
how we connect to the world. 
The AMVCA has always been a 
continental platform and we are 
expanding that vision. African 
story telling is not one story but 
many stories and they all deserve 
to be told.

gaging actively throughout the 
livestream.

Fans described the session as 
“rewarding” and “exciting”, prais-
ing Oshoala for her authenticity 
and encouragement. During 
the conversation, the football 
star shared practical insights 
on discipline, focus and consis-
tency, values that have shaped 
her journey to becoming one of 
Africa’s most decorated athletes.

Speaking on the initiative, 
Francs Obiajulu, Senior Brand 
Manager, Amstel Malta & Hi-
Malt at Nigerian Breweries Plc, 
said the session was designed to 
bring Oshoala’s inspiring story 
closer to consumers.

“Asisat Oshoala embodies the 
essence of what Amstel Malta 
stands for. Her achievements are 
the result of years of discipline, re-
silience and belief in her journey. 
With #AskAsisat, we wanted to 
bring her inspiring story directly 
to fans and celebrate the curiosity, 
dedication and consistency that 
reflect our ‘Be Your Best’ mes-
sage. This session showed that 
growth comes from showing up 
and striving for more.”

Several cities in Nigeria are 
set to experience mega en-
tertainment explosion as 

Nigerian Breweries has unveiled 
Big Fiesta, a new cultural plat-
form designed to bring Nigeri-
ans together through music, ex-
periences, and shared moments 
across cities.

The platform was intro-
duced at an exclusive Big Fiesta 
Media Luncheon held in Lagos, 
recently where leading media 
professionals, cultural tastemak-
ers, entertainment figures and 
industry stakeholders gathered 
for a lively afternoon that meld-
ed conversation, culture and cel-
ebration.

The Big Fiesta calendar will 
unfold across several cities, 
bringing together a wide range 
of cultural and entertainment 
experiences powered by Nige-
rian Breweries’ diverse portfo-
lio of brands.

Highlights include Amstel 
Malta Village in Enugu, Onit-
sha and Aba; Heineken’s Young 
Jonn Live concert in Abuja and 
City of Cities Live in Port Har-
court; the Flavour Concert in 
Aba powered by Life Beer; The 
Phyno Experience in Enugu 
with Tiger; and Desperados’ 
vibrant Road Block Party in 
Lagos, among many other 
events across the country.

Other experiences include 
Afro Wonderland in Lagos, the 
Mak Town Festival in Makur-
di, and Songs & Stories with 
Cobhams in Abuja, alongside 
cultural celebrations such as 
Egbaliganza in Abeokuta, cre-
ating a diverse calendar that re-
flects how Nigerians celebrate 
across different communities.

The event also featured a 
lively fireside conversation 
themed “From Legendary 
Christmas to Big Fiesta: How 
Big Celebrations Shape Cul-
ture, Creativity & Business,” 
with industry voices including 
MI Abaga, Sarah Agha, Uche 
Pedro, Godwin Tom, Kiekie 
and Samuel Onyemelukwe.

Across Nigeria, this period 
represents the first true wave of 
people stepping back outside af-
ter the early months of the year, 
travelling home, reconnecting 
with loved ones, and returning 
to concerts, festivals and shared 
social experiences. Big Fiesta 
recognises that cultural rhythm 
and amplifies it through a coor-
dinated calendar of experiences 
across multiple cities.

Speaking at the unveiling, 
Sarah Agha, Marketing Di-
rector, Nigerian Breweries Plc, 
described Big Fiesta as a natu-
ral extension of the company’s 
commitment to creating mo-
ments that bring people together.

“At Nigerian Breweries, our 
purpose is to build the joy of 
togetherness, and in a coun-
try like Nigeria, that couldn’t 
be more relevant. We are a 
people who love to celebrate 
everything,not just the occa-
sions themselves, but the mo-
ments that bring us together, 
whether it’s family, friends or 
even strangers. That’s why we 
continue to invest in creating 
experiences that reflect how 
Nigerians connect and cele-
brate, because for us, it’s not 
just about building brands, 
it’s about creating meaning-
ful moments that people can 
share.”



Sunday 29 March 2026 23www.businessday.ng •  www.facebook.com/businessdayng •  businessDayNG •  businessdayng

Feature
Seizures, revenue and export revival: Ag Compt. 
Afeni’s new order at Ogun customs command
IFEOMA OKEKE-KORIEOCHA 

For years, the Idiroko 
border in Ogun State 
has been synonymous 

with smuggling and illicit 
cross-border trade. But a 
new enforcement drive by 
the Nigeria Customs Service 
(NIS) is beginning to alter that 
narrative.

Since assuming office 
as Acting Customs Area 
Control ler  of  the Ogun 
Command, Oladapo Afeni 
has intensified intelligence-
driven operations that have 
led to major seizures, a sharp 
rise in revenue generation 
and the revival of export 
activities at the border. This 
feature examines how Afeni’s 
leadership is  reshaping 
customs operations at Idiroko 
and tightening the net around 
economic saboteurs.

For decades, the Idiroko 
border corridor in Ogun 
State has occupied a complex 
place in Nigeria’s economic 
landscape. Sitting along one 
of West Africa’s busiest land 
routes, the corridor links 
Nigeria with neighbouring 
Benin Republic and serves 
as a critical gateway for 
trade under the ECOWAS 
framework. 

 Yet, alongside legitimate 
commerce, the area has long 
been notorious for smuggling 
networks that exploit the 
labyrinth of bush paths and 
creeks dotting the border.

To d ay,  howe ve r,  t he 
narrative is shifting. Since 
his appointment as Acting 
Customs Area Controller of 
the Ogun I Area Command of 
the Nigeria Customs Service 
(NCS), Idiroko, Oladapo 
Afeni has embarked on an 
aggressive campaign aimed 
at dismantling smuggling 
syndicates while restoring 
legitimate trade at the border.

T h r o u g h  a  m i x  o f 
i n t e l l i g e n c e - d r i v e n 
operations, strategic patrols 
and closer collaboration 
with host communities, the 
command has intensified 
e n forc e me nt  a l ong  t he 
corridor, recording seizures 
worth billions of naira within 
a short period.

Evidence of the renewed 
crackdown became clear on 
March 16, 2026, when Afeni 
announced that the command 
had intercepted contraband 
worth over N1.4 billion within 
six weeks.

The seizures reflected the 
wide range of goods trafficked 
through the corridor. Among 
t h e  i n t e r c e p t e d  i t e m s 
were 1,204 bags of foreign 
parboiled rice, equivalent 
to two trailer loads, 2,547 
parcels of cannabis sativa, and 
545 kegs of Premium Motor 
Spirit (PMS) totalling 13,625 

litres, roughly equivalent to a 
tanker load.

 O t her  s e i ze d  i tems 
included 36  car tons  of 
Bardinet syrup, eight packs 
of perfume oil, 13 used tyres, 
50 bags of imported sugar, 
eight bales of second-hand 
clothing, 15 sacks of used 
clothing, five sacks of used 
ladies’ handbags, two sacks of 
used footwear and two used 
vehicles.

 For customs authorities, 
the seizures illustrate the 
evolving tactics of smugglers 
who often diversify their cargo 
in a bid to evade detection.

But beyond economic 
contraband, the command’s 
operations also revealed 
t h e  g row i n g  t h re at  o f 
environmental and cultural 
trafficking.

D u r i n g  o n e  o f  t h e 
operations, officers intercepted 
four live pangolins, one of 
the world’s most trafficked 
endangered species. The 
animals were subsequently 
handed over to Green Fingers 
Wildlife Conservation for 
protection and rehabilitation.

In another discover y 
that caught the attention of 
authorities, officers recovered 

two antiquities believed to 
be cultural artifacts being 
smuggled across the border.

F o l l o w i n g  e x p e r t 
assessment, the artifacts were 
transferred to the National 
Museum at Baptist Girls’ 
College, Idi-Aba, Abeokuta, 
ensuring their preservation 
as part of Nigeria’s cultural 
heritage.

Afeni attributes much of 
the command’s success to 
a shift toward intelligence-
based enforcement.

R at h e r  t h an  re ly i ng 
solely on routine patrols, 
the command has increased 
su r ve i l l an c e  of  k n ow n 
smuggling routes  whi le 
strengthening intelligence 
gat her ing  f rom b order 
communities.

O n e  su ch  op e r at i on 
occurred on March 11, 
2026, when officers acting 
on intelligence intercepted 
a truck with registration 
number APP-740-YD along 
the Agbara axis.

 The truck was found 
carr y ing  2 ,539  kegs  of 
vegetable oil, each containing 
25 litres.

Preliminary investigations 
revealed that the products 

had been smuggled through 
t h e  c r e e k s  i n  s m a l l e r 
consignments before being 
consolidated for transport.

Just days earlier, on March 
4, Customs officers intercepted 
a Sino truck loaded with 4,325 
cartons of foreign spaghetti, 
each weighing 10 kilograms.

According to Afeni, the 
persistent smuggling of staple 
commodities poses serious 
challenges for local industries.

“By removing these illicit 
goods from the market, we are 
ensuring a competitive trade 
environment that protects our 
local vegetable oil industry 
and safeguards the health of 
our citizens,” he said.

He st ressed that  the 
command’s operations are 
aligned with the broader 
economic agenda of the 
federal government under 
Pre s i d e nt  B ol a  A h me d 
Tinubu, which prioritises 
domestic production and 
economic stability.

The crackdown has also 
relied heavily on collaboration 
with  other  government 
agencies.

 As part of this effort, the 
command formally handed 
over 2,547 parcels of cannabis 

sativa to the National Drug 
Law Enforcement Agency 
(NDLEA), Idiroko Special 
Command.

Afeni disclosed that the 
cannabis shipment comprised 
2,055 coconut-size parcels 
weighing 710 kilograms and 
15 bread-size parcels weighing 
381 kilograms.

 Similarly, the recovered 
antiquities were transferred 
to the National Museum 
to  ensure  the i r  prop er 
d o c u m e n t a t i o n  a n d 
preservation.

 S u c h  i n t e r - a g e n c y 
cooperation, officials say, 
is essential to tackling the 
complex networks behind 
cross-border crime.

W h i l e  e n f o r c e m e n t 
operations have intensified, 
t he  command has  a l s o 
recorded notable progress in 
revenue generation.

Afeni disclosed that the 
Ogun I Area Command 
generated N285.6 million 
during the period under 
review.

The figure represents an 
increase of N259.2 million 
compared with revenue 
recorded during the same 
period in 2025, translating to 
a remarkable 1,082 percent 
growth.

According to the acting 
comptroller, the revenue 
was generated from baggage 
assessments as well as auction 
sales of Premium Motor Spirit 
intercepted during anti-
smuggling operations.

 “I would like to reiterate 
that the revenue activities 
of the command comprise 
importation and exportation 
of legitimate goods, goods 
traded under the ECOWAS 
Trade Liberalisation Scheme, 
and  t he  ass e ss me nt  of 
merchandise contained in 
baggage,” Afeni explained.

P e r h a p s ,  t h e  m o s t 
symbolic development under 
Afeni’s watch has been the 
resumption of export activities 
at the Idiroko border post.

For years, the absence of 
structured export operations 
at the corridor limited its 
potential as a trade hub. But 

recent developments suggest 
a shift.

According to Afeni, the 
command recorded the 
movement of 95 metric tons 
of goods with a Free On Board 
value of N305.7 million.

The development marks 
a significant improvement 
compared with the same 
period in 2025, when no 
export trade was recorded at 
the border.

For traders and transport 
operators in the region, the 
revival of export activities 
represents renewed economic 
opportunities.

A f e n i  a l s o  c r e d i t s 
the support of traditional 
rulers, community leaders 
and border residents for the 
command’s progress.

B order communit ies , 
he noted, have played an 
important role in providing 
intelligence that helps customs 
officers track smuggling 
routes.

 He also commended 
the media for its continued 
s u p p o r t  a n d  b a l a n c e d 
reporting of the service’s 
activities.

Afeni further expressed 
a p p r e c i a t i o n  t o  t h e 
Comptrol ler-General  of 
Customs, Bashir Adewale 
Adeniyi, and the management 
of  the ser vice for their 
support and confidence in 
the command.

D e s p i t e  t h e  r e c e n t 
successes, Afeni insists that 
the fight against smuggling 
remains far from over.

Smuggl ing networks , 
he said, constantly adjust 
their tactics in response to 
enforcement measures.

But the command, he 
maintains, will continue 
to  s t ay  a he a d  t h rou g h 
intelligence and strategic 
monitoring.

“Our war on smuggling 
cont inues ,”  Afeni  said . 
He continued, "Although 
smugglers  may attempt 
new tactics to evade our 
checks, they will remain 
unsuccessful. Through high-
level intelligence and strategic 
monitoring, we are always 
one step ahead of economic 
saboteurs,” he stated.

For now, the results appear 
to support his claim. With 
billions of naira worth of 
seizures recorded, endangered 
wildlife rescued, cultural 
ar t i facts  preser ved and 
legitimate export activities 
gradually returning, the Ogun 
I Area Command is beginning 
to redefine the story of the 
Idiroko border.

And at the centre of that 
transformation is a message 
the acting controller hopes 
wil l  resonate across the 
corridor: the era of unchecked 
smuggling is drawing to a 
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From The Parliament

A potential  defection 
by  Ph i l ip  Ag b e s e , 
deputy spokesperson 
o f  t h e  H o u s e  o f 

Representatives, is set to trigger a 
leadership contest within the green 
chamber, as lawmakers prepare to 
resume plenary Tuesday after the 
Sallah break.

Agbese, who represents Ado/
Ogb adib o/Okokwu Fe dera l 
Constituency of Benue State, is 
said to be concluding plans to 
leave the ruling All Progressives 
Congress (APC) for the Labour 
Party ahead of the 2027 election. 
While the move has yet to be 
formally announced, there are 
indications that only procedural 
steps remain.

 His expected exit  carries 
i mpl i c at i ons  b e yond  p ar t y 
a l ig nment .  By  convent ion , 
spokesperson roles in the National 
Assembly are retained by the 
majority party. Should Agbese 
defect, the APC would be required 
to nominate a replacement, setting 

Reps’ leadership may face shuffle as Agbese eyes Labour Party

Fresh waves of political 
defections may be set 
to unsettle the National 
A s s e m b l y  a s  t h e 
ruling All Progressives 

Congress (APC) holds its national 
convention at Eagle Square in 
Abuja, with lawmakers returning 
from the Eid-el-Fitr break amid 
heightened speculation over 
shifting alliances and emerging 
opposition coalitions.

 The convention, which has 
drawn top party leaders, governors 
and federal lawmakers, is already 
being seen as more than a routine 
gathering. 

For many within and outside 
the APC, it represents a strategic 
convergence point where loyalties 
are tested, grievances aired quietly, 
and future alignments subtly 
negotiated ahead of the 2027 
election cycle.

 The timing is significant. The 
National Assembly is expected to 
resume plenary on Tuesday, and 
insiders say the familiar pattern of 
defections that has characterised 
recent legislative sessions could 
intensify as politicians reposition early.

 In both chambers, defections 
have become a recurring feature, 
often announced at the start 
of plenary with letters citing 
“irreconcilable differences” or 
“division within party structures.” 
However, beneath those formal 
justifications lies a deeper game 

Fresh defections loom as APC Convention rekindles 
realignments ahead of NASS resumption

off a quiet contest within its ranks 
for one of the more visible positions 
in the House.

The process will fall under the 
leadership of Tajudeen Abbas, 
Speaker of the House with attention 
likely to focus on how quickly 
the ruling party moves to fill the 
gap and maintain its hold on the 
chamber’s messaging structure.

 Agbese’s planned move is closely 
tied to the prolonged internal crisis 
within the APC in Benue State, 
which has deepened since the 2023 
general election.

The dispute pits Governor 

Hy a c i nt h  A l i a  a g a i ns t  t h e 
Secretary to the Government of 
the Federation, George Akume, in 
a contest for control of the party’s 
structure in the state.

Alia’s emergence as governor 
marked a political shift for the APC 
in Benue, but it did not resolve 
underlying tensions.

Akume, a former governor and a 
central figure in building the party’s 
network in the state, has retained 
significant influence, particularly 
among federal lawmakers.

Since then, both camps have 
struggled to asser t  control . 

Allies of the governor accuse 
Akume of mobilising National 
Assembly members against the 
state government, while Akume’s 
supporters argue that the governor 
has marginalised key stakeholders 
and consolidated decision-making 
within a narrow circle. 

Efforts to reconcile the factions 
have so far failed. Interventions by 
the presidency, the APC national 
leadership, and the Tor Tiv, James 
Ayatse, have not produced a lasting 
resolution.

In  D e c e mb e r  2 0 2 5 ,  Vi c e 
President Kashim Shettima warned 
that the dispute could have “grave 
consequences” if unresolved ahead 
of the next election cycle.

The standoff has effectively split 
the APC in Benue into rival blocs, 
with implications for candidate 
selection and party cohesion as 
2027 approaches. For lawmakers 
aligned with either side, political 
calculations are increasingly shaped 
by where they stand within that 
divide.

 Agbese is widely seen as aligned 
with the Akume camp, placing him 

at odds with the governor, who is 
expected to play a decisive role in 
determining APC candidates in 
the state. 

His reported planned move to the 
Labour Party is therefore viewed as 
both a strategic repositioning and a 
response to the uncertainty within 
the APC.

Sources  famil iar  with the 
development said the defection is 
largely settled, but has been delayed 
by the need to formally notify the 
Speaker and the ongoing legislative 
recess.

“He has concluded the process. 
What remains is  the formal 
announcement, which will be done 
in line with House procedures,” a 
lawmaker said.

 When the House reconvenes, 
the development is expected 
to move from speculation to 
for m a l  a c t i on .  B e yond  t he 
immediate vacancy it  would 
create, the episode underscores 
how internal party disputes at the 
state level are beginning to shape 
alignments within the National 
Assembly.

of political survival and access to 
power.

 Several lawmakers, particularly 
from opposition parties, are believed 
to be weighing their options, with 
some already attending APC events 
or maintaining close contact with 
party leaders. 

 The convention provides an 
opportunity for such lawmakers to 
signal interest, test reception, and 
potentially finalise moves.

The APC’s dominance at the 
federal level continues to make it an 
attractive destination, especially for 
legislators seeking political security, 
committee influence, or alignment 
with the executive ahead of future 
elections.

 The convention is not just 
about party administration; it is a 
marketplace of political interest. 

 Yet, while the ruling party 
appears to be consolidating, a 
paral lel  development in the 
opposition space is adding a new 

layer of intrigue.
 Talk of a possible alliance 

between Peter Obi and Rabiu 
Musa Kwankwaso of the New 
Nigeria Peoples Party (NNPP) 
potentially under the platform of 
the African Democratic Congress 
(ADC), has gained traction in 
recent weeks. Though no formal 
announcement has been made, the 
mere speculation is already sending 
ripples through the political 
establishment.

The idea of an Obi-Kwankwaso 
ticket is being framed by some 
opposition figures as a strategic 
merger capable of challenging the 
APC’s dominance by combining 
regional strengths and voter bases. 

Obi’s  appeal among urban 
and youth voters, particularly in 
the South-East and parts of the 
South-South, could complement 
Kwankwaso’s influence in Kano. For 
lawmakers, this evolving scenario 
presents both an opportunity and 

a dilemma.
 On one hand,  a  credible 

opposition coalition could offer 
an alternative platform for those 
reluctant to join the APC but 
dissatisfied with their current 
parties. On the other hand, the 
uncertainty surrounding such an 
alliance including its structure, 
leadership and viability may push 
risk-averse politicians toward the 
relative stability of the ruling party.

 This is a moment of calculation 
for politicians especially lawmakers. 

“Do you move now to the APC 
and secure your place early, or 
do you wait and see if a strong 
opposition coalition emerges? That 
is the question many lawmakers 
are asking.

Within the National Assembly, 
recent months have already seen a 
steady erosion of opposition ranks, 
raising concerns about the weakening 
of legislative checks and balances.

 Civil society organisations 
have warned that continued 
defections could further tilt the 
balance of power in favour of the 
executive, undermining democratic 
accountability.

 The anticipated new round 
of  defect ions  could deepen 
those concerns, particularly if it 
involves high-profile lawmakers or 
significant blocs from opposition 
parties.

 There is also the question of 
how party leaderships will respond. 
Opposit ion part ies ,  a lready 
grappling with internal divisions, 
may find it difficult to stem the 

tide if members perceive better 
prospects elsewhere.

 Meanwhile, the APC will be 
under pressure to manage incoming 
members without exacerbating 
internal rivalries or alienating 
existing stakeholders.

 At the convention ground, 
much of this political maneuvering 
remains behind the scenes, even 
as public attention focuses on 
speeches, resolutions and party 
structure. 

However, seasoned observers 
note that the real significance 
of such gatherings often lies in 
the informal conversations and 
side meetings that shape future 
developments.

 As lawmakers prepare to 
reconvene, the atmosphere in Abuja 
is one of anticipation. Will the next 
plenary session open with another 
wave of defection letters? Will the 
opposition coalesce around a new 
platform, or continue to fragment?

 For now, the signals are mixed 
but unmistakable: Nigeria’s political 
landscape is once again in motion, 
with the APC convention serving 
as a catalyst and the National 
Assembly as the immediate theatre 
where the consequences will unfold.

 The coming weeks will likely 
determine whether the current 
drift toward one-party dominance 
continues, or whether emerging 
alliances can alter the trajectory. 

 Either way, the interplay between 
defections, party strategy, and 
electoral calculations is set to define 
the next phase of legislative politics 
in the country.

RED CHAMBER
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Palm Sunday portrays Christ’s kingship, 
triumphant entry into Jerusalem

For many Christians 
across Nigeria and 
the globe at large 
Palm Sunday is  
more than a mere 

celebration of waving palms 
to a deep rooted spiritual and 
doctrinal belief of Christ’s tri-
umphant entry into Jerusalem.

The day is also significant 
to many Orthodox churches 
in that it is the first day of the 
‘Holy Week’; a week that char-
acterised the passion, death, 
and victory of Jesus Christ 
over death at Calvary.  

The week starts with the 
celebratory march that por-
trays Christ’s entry into Je-
rusalem cumulating into ac-
tivities of Easter celebration, 
which is one of the most antic-
ipated holidays of the year,

Easter is marked by a sea-
son of religious observances, 
traditions and celebrations 
leading up to the day and ob-
served by millions across the 
world.

For Christians, Easter 
commemorates the resurrec-

Stories by JOHN SALAU

tion of Jesus Christ, which is 
a fundamental belief in Chris-
tianity that ends with Easter 
Sunday; a day that charac-
terised Christ’s victory over 
death - the day he rose from 
the dead.

Across the world, Chris-
tians mark Easter celebration 
with Lent, an annual 40-day 

Why Church doctrinal teachings 
should align with modernisation

teachings that places doctri-
nal teachings far above hu-
man lives.

“What we knew years back, 
may not be the same today. It 
takes a courageous leader 
to come to the fact and say; 
there’s a new understanding 
of this scripture,” Joseph Ojo, 
national president, United 
International Association of 
Pentecostal Bishops (UNIA-
PEB Global) College, said.

According to him, doctri-
nal teachings should be flex-
ible to accommodate current 
realities of today’s world. He 
added that some denomina-
tions believe baptism must be 
done in the name of the ‘Fa-
ther, the Son, and Holy Spirit.’ 
While some denominations 
teach that baptism is only in 
the name of Jesus Christ.

“But the central truth 
of it is that the name of Je-
sus Christ offers salvation. 
It doesn’t matter whether 
you pronounce it from right 

The recent doctrinal 
clarification by the 
Jehovah’s Witnesses 
(JW) has again re-

kindled the debate about the 
Church’s position on doctri-
nal teachings and moderniza-
tion, especially in a technolo-
gy driven society.

As of March 2026, Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses updated its 
policy allowing members to 
accept medical procedures 
involving their own stored, 
autologous blood.

The Governing Body clar-
ified that allowing one’s own 
blood to be stored and then re-
infused is a personal decision.

According to the body, 
this change allows members 
to decide whether to have 
their blood removed, stored, 
and reinfused during surgery, 
though strict bans on receiv-
ing donor blood remain. 

This updated policy marks 
a notable adjustment in a 
long-standing, 75-year stance 
of (JW), which is now being 
framed as a ‘clarification’ of 
doctrine. 

However, the use of stored, 
pre-donated blood from an-
other person still violates JW 
religious doctrines.

While some say it is a long 
overdue doctrinal update, 
some are of the opinion that it 
came too late in the day after 
many have lost loved ones to 
what is termed as ‘needless’ 

or from left. Jesus Christ is 
Lord,” Ojo said.

The Archbishop cited 
William Kumuyi, the general 
superintendent of the Deeper 
Christian Life Ministry, who 
in the recent past has had to 
revisit some of the church’s 
teachings and practices.

According to Ojo, it takes 
a leader with courage to re-
view doctrinal teachings or 
believe. “Pastor Kumuyi has 
been revisiting some of the 
things he taught before. This 
was the way we taught before, 
but that’s not exactly what the 
scripture says.

“This law in Deeper Life is 
not scripture, but we did this 
or said it, so that people can 
be put in the right way.

“That’s one of the things I 
respect that man for. Not ev-
eryone will be able to come 
out and explain that kind of 
thing that way,” Ojo said.

While the JW doctrinal 
update continues to generate 

Pope, new Archbishop of 
Canterbury to meet in April

by Pope Paul VI and Arch-
bishop Michael Ramsey.

On the occasion, Cardinal 
Kurt Koch delivered a letter 
of good wishes and blessings 
from Pope Leo to Archbish-
op Mullally at the start of her 
public ministry in the Church 
of England and worldwide 
Anglican Communion.

“I am deeply grateful for 
his kind letter and for the as-
surance of his prayers on the 
occasion of my installation 
as Archbishop of Canterbury. 
His words of encouragement 
and his invocation of the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit 
are received with deep ap-
preciation,” Mullally said in 
a statement released by Lam-
beth Palace.

She assured that Pope 
of her desire to serve as an 
instrument of communion 
within the Anglican Com-
munion and to seek the full 
and visible unity to which the 
Lord calls us all.

Sarah Mullally, the new 
Archbishop of Canter-
bury, will meet Pope 
Leo XIV during her 

visit to Rome, scheduled from 
25 to 28 April.

The announcement was 
made two days after her offi-
cial installation as the 106th 
Archbishop of Canterbury 
and Primate of the Anglican 
Communion, at the Canter-
bury Cathedral.

“I look forward to meet-
ing His Holiness soon and to 
continuing to strengthen the 
bonds of friendship and our 
shared commitment,” Mul-
lally stated in acceptance of 
Pope Leo’s letter on her in-
stallation.

The letter commemorated 
the 60th anniversary of the 
Common Declaration of 24 
March 1966, which marked 
the first formal ecumenical 
declaration between the An-
glican Church and the Ro-
man Catholic Church, signed 

see anything special in it,” 
said Joseph Ojo, the presiding 
bishop of Calvary Kingdom 
Church (CKC), Lagos.

According to him, Palm 
Sunday is a day of victory, 
by entering into Jerusalem 
triumphantly. “It’s a day that 
Jesus brought joy into Jerusa-
lem riding on the horse; de-
picting his kingship over not 
only Jerusalem, but over the 
world.”

Lent is also marked by 
self-discipline followed by 
spiritual practices, like dai-
ly prayer or acts of charity. 
However, Sundays are not 
traditionally counted in the 
40 days, as they are consid-
ered days of celebration rath-
er than fasting.

For this year, Palm Sun-
day is celebrated on March 
29, the last week of Lent that 
represents the day Jesus en-
tered Jerusalem waving palm 
branches.

This is followed by Maun-
dy Thursday on April 2, 
also called Holy Thursday. 
In Christendom, ‘Maundy’ 
means foot-washing, which 

refers to Christ washing the 
feet of his disciples as narrat-
ed by the Bible’s New Testa-
ment.

Afterwards, they gathered 
for the Last Supper, a final 
meal together before Christ 
is crucified, and prayed in the 
Garden of Gethsemane, where 
he was arrested. Some Chris-
tians choose to have a feast on 
Holy Thursday to commemo-
rate the Last Supper.

Good Friday is celebrated 
on the Friday before Easter 
and marks the day Jesus was 
crucified and died. Followed 
by Holy Saturday on April 
4 – a day before Easter Sun-
day, which represents the day 
Christ’s body rested in the 
tomb before resurrection.

For many Christians, Holy 
Saturday is characterised as a 
time of waiting, reflection and 
anticipation for Easter, while 
Easter Sunday characterised 
his resurrection. “My charge 
to Christians is just that 
we should embrace it, give 
thanks to God for the victory 
that Jesus brought over the 
forces of darkness,” Ojo said.

period of fasting and personal 
reflection. Lent represents the 
40 days that Jesus spent fast-
ing and praying in the des-
ert before starting his public 
ministry.

“Palm Sunday means dif-
ferent things to different reli-
gious organizations, especially 
the leaders. The Roman Cath-

olic and American churches 
perceive it differently from 
most Pentecostals.

“The Pentecostals, being 
who they are, perceive it also 
differently. Some, like Ro-
mans chapter 14 will say, one 
man esteems one day different 
from others, but some others 
see all days alike. They don’t 

reaction, a recent court rul-
ings, including one in Scot-
land, have allowed doctors to 
perform blood transfusions 
on children when lives are at 
risk, despite objections based 
on the faith’s teachings.

Toyin Kehinde, senior/
founding pastor, Agape Gen-
eration International Church, 
said the mode of delivery 
could change, but the doc-
trine itself might not change. 
“So, the way, the manner, 
the form of presentation can 
change based on whatever 
is happening in the present 
condition where you are pre-
senting, but the truth remains 
eternal. It does not change.”

Kehinde said that the way 
and manner of delivering the 
‘good news’ to people who are 
digital natives will be different 
from those who are illiterate. 
According to him, people can 
leverage innovative modes of 
delivery without altering the 
message. “So, the way we are 
presenting the gospel in such 
a way would definitely be dif-
ferent than the way we used to 
present the gospel in the days 
when literacy was very low.”

He added that the doc-
trine of the Church are eter-
nal, and are not subject to 
change. They are eternal 
means that they are not sub-
ject to changes, either with 
time or location, or age, or 
people, or tribe, or tongue, or 
whatever. The Bible says, for-
ever, O Lord, your word is set 
in heaven. The book of Rev-
elation says, you should not 
add to it.”
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Highland for Kumuyi in Thailand

Among Thai land’s 
ov e r  7 1  m i l l i o n 
citizens are some 
o n e  m i l l i o n + 
C h r i s t i a n s 

boxed into Catholics, Baptists, 
Me t h o d i s t s ,  P r e s b y t e r i a n s , 
Ang l icans ,  a long  with  other 
independent  groups  l ike  the 
Church of Christ in Thailand, CCT, 
which is considered the oldest 
and largest Protestant umbrella 
organization in this southeast 
Asian kingdom. Muslims post a 
figure of 7.5 million. But there’s 
an over whelming majority of 
tens of millions of followers of 
Buddhism, one of the globe’s 
largest faiths which teaches an 
or ienta l  version of  Stoicism. 
Founded about 3000 years ago 
by Gautama Buddha, it is the 
national non-theistic religion and 
philosophy of Thailand.

Now, when foremost evangelist 
o f  ou r  a g e ,  Pa s t or  Wi l l i a m 
Folorunso Kumuyi of  Africa, 
arrived in Thailand for a 3-day 
Global Crusade with Kumuyi, 
GCK, from March 13 2026 and 
met a religious potpourri on the 
ground, he discovered what many 
have called a strange harmlessness 
of  shar p  d i f ferences .  Theirs 
aren’t contumacious contentions 
caps iz ing  the  Thai  order,  as 
dispar it ies  of  this  nature  do 
elsewhere; the system is a benign 
arrangement made possible by a 
consistent government tradition 
that not only protects marginal 
sectarian groups, but also budgets 
princely sums to aid them to 
quietly practice their faiths.

The  founder  and G enera l 
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  D e e p e r 
Christian Life Ministry, DCLM, 
saw them all as one single mass 
of  humanity  needing less  of 
denominational and doctrinal 
disharmony, whether benevolent 
or bestial. Human beings weren’t 
created by God for destructive 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n s .  P r e a c h e r 
Kumuyi also recognized the Thais 
as those Jesus Christ came to die 
for under God’s Salvation plan for 
man to make Heaven, regardless 
of colour, class, culture or caste.  
B ut  a c c e s s i n g  t h i s  a f t e r l i f e 
programme designed for all men 
and women must be at God’s own 
terms. Generational man-made 
contraptions have failed, leading 
to Divine intervention.

Therefore,  each day of the 
Crusade at the National Sports 
Un i v e r s i t y,  M a h a s a r a k h a m 
Campus (Physical Education) 
Stadium venue of the Thailand 
G C K ,  Ku m u y i  m o u n t e d  a 
h ig her  plane  away  f rom t he 
jaded religious teachings that 
didn’t help man in pre-Christ 
era. He delivered his trademark 
messages: salvation, holiness, 
thirst for Heaven, and hope for a 

beleaguered world. The Nigerian 
preacher warned that man is wont 
to assume that he needs to go first 
for his needs of physical security, 
health, food, shelter, clothing etc. 
before being given homilies on 
spiritual imperatives.

Kumuyi said he had been sent 
by God to present the Thais and 
the entire world a better deal. 
He spoke of Jesus Christ as the 
S olut ion to  those  cha l lenges 
that  had repeatedly  defeated 
them and denied them the joy 
their Creator has for them. All 
th is  b ene volent  G o d des i res 
to measurelessly satisfy those 
material expectations is for man 
to uproot his sinful nature. That 
sinful state cannot attract His 
blessings. It will birth the reverse: 
poverty, deprivation, destitution, 
acr imonious divis ions,  wars , 
sorrow, violence, famine, plagues, 
fai lure of  pol icy at  a l l  levels 
of governance, supranational, 
national and subnational.

Why? Because every product 
of crooked and transgressing man 
is destined to be correspondingly 
wayward, flawed and froward and 
therefore incapable of processing 
an agreeable end. His conduct has 
alienated him and his society from 
a Holy God and His Heaven. The 
best of our strides in civilization 
and science and technology won’t 
help. The more of these without 
the God factor would only give 
us the anguished experience of 
the mariner in Samuel Taylor 
Coleridge’s 1798 poem, The Rime 
of the Ancient Mariner. The sailor 

commandment in the Garden of 
Eden.’’

This is the message that must 
issue from true messengers of 
God prior to any pronouncement 
of prayer of healing, prosperity, 
healing or deliverance. The Power 
of the Gospel of Christ is what 
Kumuyi feeds on to reach Heaven 
for miracles, signs and wonders 
in his Ministry. Remarkably, faith 
in Jesus as the Precursor to all 
blessings was also the theme of 
Kumuyi’s Daily Manna devotional 
on Friday, March 13, the first day 
of the Thai crusade.

The Lord was there again for 
the revered cleric as he preached 
and asked the Thais to give their 
lives to Christ and then expect 
Him to heal the sick, to make the 
lame to walk, the deaf-mute to be 
delivered, the blind to see, the 
demon-possessed to be liberated, 
the weak to receive strength, the 
hopeless to savor hope, the dead 
to live again.

Reports have trickled in of ‘’an 
unforgettable, heaven-on-earth 
experience’’ as Kumuyi pleaded 
for the Thais to have an encounter 
with the supernatural.  ‘ ’Lives 
were transformed and faith was 
ignited’’ as crutches were lifted 
to announce the healing of the 
lame. From among the massive 
crowds were verified claims of 
blind persons seeing after the 
prayer of the man of God. It was 
an electrifying atmosphere rarely 
seen in Thailand.

If, as all the world reasonably 
expects, the Thais won’t easily let 

go of such a gripping evidence 
of the supernatural visitation 
through Kumuyi’s GCK, there’s 
a  grave  summons  f rom G o d 
for more follow-up to the work 
of Kumuyi in the land of the 
Buddhists. They aren’t going to 
be satisfied with the one-touch 
trip of GCK. They would want 
more on a regular basis, until the 
Gospel is firmly rooted in this 
land with more than 90% of its 
citizens Buddhists.

Pastor Kumuyi has cleared 
the way for more missionar y 
expedit ions in Thai land.  His 
success there has proved that the 
Lord has scant consideration for 
cultural or religious resistance to 
the Word. He is also not moved by 
our timidity or weakness. What 
He wants is to get willing vessels 
of honour to deliver His Gospel, 
resistance or not, fear or not. His 
Word will fill the missing link, 
as it did when Kumuyi took it to 
Thailand.

and his crew were dying of thirst 
in the midst of a vast expanse of 
undrinkable sea water. He cried: 
‘’Water, water, every where, And 
all the boards did shrink; Water, 
water, every where, Nor any drop 
to drink.’’

Our world with all its totems 
of prosperity and advancement, 
the greatest man has witnessed, 
isn’t living in the peace and joy 
promised by those conditions 
and their modern inventions and 
discoveries. Their sophistication 
i s  g l o s s y  t i n s e l .  T h e y  c a n’t 
t rans i t ion  f rom p otent i a l i t y 
t o  re a l i t y,  f rom  prom i s e  t o 
performance. Deep in the midst 
of latent plenty, there’s lingering 
poverty.

P a s t o r  Ku m u y i  t o l d  t h e 
teeming Thai attendees of his 
outreach that the way out of this 
suicidal snowballing snare is to 
accept the Salvation programme 
of  G o d through Chr is t .  The 
convener of GCK said: ‘’We have 
come together to learn more 
about Jesus Christ, the Saviour 
of the world…He brings light to 
those who sit in darkness…He 
will touch and transform every 
life. He will heal the sick, and 
whatever the problem is, Christ is 
the Solution. He is saying to all, 
Come unto Me, all that labour, 
and I will give you rest…This is 
the Saviour calling all sinners to 
repentance. He is the Healer and 
the Conqueror Who can deliver 
the world from its sicknesses 
and plagues brought by Satan 
through man’s rejection of God’s 

• Ojewale is a writer in Ota, Ogun 
State, Nigeria. 
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Persistent power outages belie 
government’s repeated promises

Mixed reactions trail education minister’s planned policy on...
Continued from page 3

Across Nigeria, weeks 
of worsening power 
outages have crippled 
homes and businesses, 
forcing millions into a 

daily routine shaped by uncertainty. 
Freezers thaw, shops shut early, and 
entire neighbourhoods fall silent 
under the weight of a grid that has 
once again failed to deliver.

When Bayo Adelabu, minister of 
Power, stepped forward on Tuesday 
to apologise and promise a turn-
around, it should have offered re-
assurance. Instead, it was met with 
doubt.

“I can tell you, with the commit-
tee that we have set up, and com-
mitments from gas suppliers, and 
the timeline for repair of the gas 
pipelines, two weeks from now, we 
should start seeing improvements 
in supply. Two weeks,” Adelabu 
said.

For many Nigerians, it sounded 
familiar, too familiar.

The promise of imminent im-
provement has become a recurring 
line in the government’s response to 
power crises. But with each repeti-
tion, and little visible change, public 
confidence has eroded.

“We’ve heard this ‘two weeks’ be-
fore,” Adenike Babatunde, a small 
business owner in Lagos, said. “It 
comes and goes, but the darkness 
stays.”

Power that never comes
Nigeria’s electricity paradox re-

mains stark. While the country 
has an installed generation capac-
ity of over 12,000 megawatts, ac-
tual output frequently falls below 
4,000 megawatts, far short of what 
is needed to power a population 
of more than 200 million people. 

Energy experts say at least 30,000 
megawatts of stable electricity is re-
quired to sustain economic growth 
and industrialisation.

The gap between capacity and 
reality is felt most acutely at the 
household level.

“We can go for days without 
light,” Olatunji Adio, a resident 
of Igando area of Lagos. “When it 
comes, it’s for maybe one or two 
hours. You can’t plan anything.”

Nigeria’s power sector, heavily 
dependent on gas-fired plants, has 
been repeatedly disrupted by gas 
supply constraints, pipeline main-
tenance challenges, and liquidity 
issues. Even when power is gener-
ated, transmission and distribution 
bottlenecks often prevent it from 
reaching consumers.

For households and business-
es, alternatives are increasingly 
unaffordable. Petrol prices hov-
er around N1,400 per litre, while 
diesel has climbed above N1,800, 
placing generator use beyond the 
reach of many. Solar power, a viable 
escape, remains too expensive for 
most Nigerians.

“Running a generator now is like 

running a second business,” said 
Femi, a barber. “A larger percentage 
of what I make goes into fuel.”

Anger spills into the streets
As outages persist, frustration is 

no longer confined to complaints, it 
is spilling into confrontation.

A viral video that began trend-
ing on Friday captures a group 
of women standing their ground 
against officials of an electricity dis-
tribution company who arrived to 
disconnect their supply. Speaking 
in Yoruba, the women accused the 
company of failing to provide elec-
tricity for months.

“We have not had light, yet, you 
still want to disconnect our wire? 
For three months you have not giv-
en us power. We all sleep outside 
now,” they said.

They formed a human shield 
around the ladder brought by the 
officials, preventing them from 
climbing the pole. When one offi-
cial attempted to shove a woman 
aside, others quickly surrounded 
him, their resistance turning into a 
collective protest.

In another video, an enraged 
man confronted officials attempt-

ing a similar disconnection. “There 
is no money, no light, nothing… 
yet you still want to disconnect the 
power?” he said.

These moments capture a deeper 
shift, from quiet frustration to visi-
ble resistance. For many Nigerians, 
the issue is no longer just about 
power supply, but fairness.

“You can’t punish people for what 
you didn’t provide,” said Femi, ear-
lier quoted. “Give us light first, then 
talk about disconnection.

The banding divide
At the centre of the anger is the 

controversial banding system, which 
classifies consumers based on ex-
pected hours of electricity supply.

In theory, the system aligns tariffs 
with service levels. Band A custom-
ers are expected to receive up to 
20 hours of electricity daily, while 
those in lower bands receive signifi-
cantly less.

In practice, many consumers say 
the reality falls short of the promise.

“We are not even asking for 24 
hours,” said Adenike, earlier quoted. 
“Just give us something consistent. 
Don’t put us in a lower band and 
then treat us like we don’t matter.”

For those in lower bands, many 
of whom are also unmetered, the 
system feels less like a framework 
for fairness and more like a hierar-
chy of access. They report receiving 
little to no power while still facing 
rising bills and the threat of discon-
nection.

Committees and broken trust
Government officials say efforts 

are underway to address the cri-
sis. Adelabu noted that a commit-
tee has been set up to ensure gas 
suppliers meet their obligations to 
power plants.

“We already have a committee 
that is working on this to track 

compliance with the domestic sup-
ply obligations of these gas compa-
nies to our power plants,” he said, 
adding that improved payment 
flows would encourage supply.

But for many Nigerians, commit-
tees have become synonymous with 
delay rather than delivery.

“What we need is light, not meet-
ings,” said a frozen food seller who 
now relies on generator to power 
her freezers. “Every time there’s a 
problem, they set up a committee. 
But nothing changes.”

A promise that lingers
The current crisis has also revived 

memories of a campaign promise 
made by President Bola Ahmed 
Tinubu before he was elected.

“By all means necessary, you 
must have electricity and you will 
not pay for estimated bill anymore,” 
Tinubu said.

He went further, tying the pledge 
to electoral accountability.

“If I couldn’t keep the prom-
ise and you, and I come back for 
a second time, don’t vote for me. 
That’s the truth. Unless I give you 
adequate reasons why I couldn’t 
deliver.”

Today, for many Nigerians navigat-
ing long nights without power, that 
promise feels increasingly distant.

Between endurance and revolt
There is a growing sense that 

patience is running out. For years, 
Nigerians have adapted buying 
generators, rationing power use, 
and adjusting daily routines. But as 
outages worsen and costs rise, ad-
aptation is giving way to anger.

As the government renews its 
pledge and consumers brace for 
another uncertain wait, one reality 
remains unchanged: the lights are 
still off. And in the darkness, trust 
continues to flicker.

TAOFEEK OYEDOKUN

Alausa emphasised that the new 
policy would see continuous assessment 
replacing traditional examinations.

“The common entrance examination 
will be phased out in favour of a more 
comprehensive evaluation system. This 
shift marks a significant departure from 
the high-stakes testing that has histori-
cally governed the transition from pri-
mary to secondary school.

“It will be replaced by continuous 
assessment (CA), which will reflect the 
performance of the pupil from primary 
one. Even if a pupil is transferring from 
one school to another, he will take his 
record along to his new school,” he said.

However, stakeholders are wary that 
Nigeria might be toeing the path of 
Sweden, which in 2009, replaced text-
books with screens, 15 years later, and 
the country is spending $120 million to 
bring them back.

According to Indian Defence Review, 
15 years after Sweden began replacing 
many printed textbooks with comput-
ers, that direction is being reconsidered.

“The UN Report says the country has 
allocated €104 million between 2022 
and 2025 to bring printed books back 
into schools. The aim was to ensure stu-
dents once again have paper textbooks 
for core subjects.”

Blessing Ema, an academician, ex-
presses worries the scrapping of common 
entrance examination with learner’s iden-
tification number could be a ploy to en-
rich some people with software contracts, 
which would be discarded after a while.

“They will go and give somebody a con-
tract to develop the platform, create the 
software. They will continue to embezzle 
public funds with unnecessary policies.

“At the end of the day, when another 
regime comes, it would scrap the learner’s 
identification number initiative, and possibly 
reintroduce common entrance,” she said.

Ema emphasised that scrapping the 
common entrance with the introduc-
tion of learner’s identification number is 
never the solution to Nigeria’s education 
crisis.

“Scrapping the Common Entrance 
examination with Learner’s ID Number 
is not the solution, it is like treating ma-

laria with just paracetamol; it will not go 
away,” she noted.

Mercy Nnokam, a teacher in Port 
Harcourt, Rivers State, said scrapping 
common entrance is not a bad idea if 
LIN is well-implemented.

 “LID would help keep track of pupils’ 
data and will also show records of enrol-
ment, drop out as well transfer from one 
school to another.

“It will reduce exam stress; but com-
mon entrance exams prepare the pupils 
to take responsibility into another level 
of learning, hence, the pupils tend to 
work harder,” she noted.

Chioma Ihejirika, a teacher in Lagos, 
believes common entrance has not been 
relevant, except for public schools.

“Private schools don’t care about com-
mon entrance. LIN is as good at NIN; so, 
we still have not made any progress.

“With all the dilapidated public 
schools everywhere, how would they in-
troduce LIN?” she queried.

Ihejirika maintains that LIN would be 
a superior option, if well executed, but 
otherwise, a disaster.

“Nigeria is just good at copying the al-

ready working system without knowing 
the process. We’re not fully equipped with 
infrastructure, electricity, teacher training, 
and digital access to rely heavily on systems 
that require strong technological support.

“It’s a case of wanting to run when 
we can’t even crawl. Moreover, Sweden 
that adopted this digital method is going 
back to analog because technology has 
only succeeded in causing more harm 
than good. Pedagogy is still the right way 
for education,” she emphasised.

Christopher Nmeribe, a school pro-
prietor, sees the scrapping of the com-
mon entrance examination as a bold but 
a risky move.

Nmeribe said, while it may reduce 
examination pressure and malpractice, 
Nigeria currently lacks the strong data 
systems and infrastructure needed to 
fairly track students through a Learner’s 
Identification Number, and without that, 
standards could drop.

He emphasised that Nigeria was not 
yet fully on track, because according to 
him, the experience of Sweden shows 
that rushing reforms without solid 
groundwork can backfire.

“If implementation is weak, which 
you can expect will be the case, especially 
with poor electricity, internet access, and 
teacher training, Nigeria may end up re-
versing the policy later at a higher cost.

“In Nigeria’s current reality, I think a 
hybrid system, continuous assessment 
plus a standardised examination would 
likely be more reliable,” he said.

Jessica Osuere, chief executive offi-
cer at RubiesHub Educational Services, 
described common entrance as a stan-
dardised access to secondary schools, 
and something pupils looked up to years 
ago, which makes them to be more seri-
ous with their studies.

“The common entrance provides a 
uniform benchmark for comparing pu-
pils from diverse primary schools, helps in 
merit-based selection, and promotes fair-
ness and national integration, at least, in 
principle by giving children from different 
regions equal opportunity to compete.

“l doesn’t know why the government 
wants to scrap it; maybe when we see the 
policy document, we would understand 
the reasons which were not given during 
the announcement,” she said.
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it,” Abimbola Awoniyi, a maritime ex-
ecutive, said.

He also noted that it is payback time 
for the ports, which have earned trillions 
of naira in revenue to the government 
across the years.

In the same vein, Edwin Udoye, a 
freight forwarder, pointed out that the 
government has increased all charges at 
the ports, and that its agencies, especial-
ly Customs make outrageous revenue 
every day, hence the planned refurbish-
ment, according to him, is not out of 
place as long as it will not disrupt busi-
ness at the ports.

“The current charges at the ports are 
many and very high. It should not only 
be hike in fees and charges all the time, 
the government should also take care 
of the port infrastructure to encourage 
smooth operations, efficiency and safety 
for the workers,” Udoye said.

Yet, others, who also commended 
President Tinubu on the deal, think that 
the planned refurbishment should not 
be for Lagos ports alone, as other port 
facilities across the country equally need, 
even more attention.

They are insisting that Nigeria can 
have as many ports as possible, but that 
they all should be fully operational, rath-
er than the situation where only ports in 
Lagos are fully operational.

Expressing his concern over the trend, 
Frank Ngwu, a professor of Strategy, 
noted that Egypt has over 40 seaports, 
Morocco has 10, but Nigeria has only 
two major seaports despite its extensive 
coastline.

While the development is creating 
a significant infrastructure gap, it also 
queries why port facilities in the Eastern 
ports of Calabar, Warri and Port Har-
court are not optimally utilised.

The professor blamed the congestion 
and increased costs on the limited in-
frastructure, concentrated primarily in 
the Lagos Port Complex and Tin Can 
Island Port, insisting that it is hindering 
Nigeria’s ability to fully benefit from the 
African Continental Free Trade Area 
(AfCFTA).

Shadrach Onoriode, a Warri-based 
politician, argued that the government 
seems intentional at concentrating full 
port operations at Lagos ports, while 
many are lying fallow across the Eastern 
ports.

“They told us that big vessels are not 
coming to Calabar Port because it is 
shallow. But they can dredge it. They told 
us that Port Harcourt and Warri ports 
have safety and security issues, yet crude 
oil drilling is ongoing, and they close 
their eyes to organised oil theft.

The government needs to be sincere 
with us because everything is either 
in Lagos or Abuja. That is very bad for 
36 states and over 200 million people,” 
Onoriode, a former NPA senior staff, 
decried.

He called on President Tinubu, NPA 
and the UKEF to consider Eastern ports 
in the planned refurbishment.

For Marcel Nkwagu, an entrepreneur 
and member of the Enugu Chamber of 
Commerce, Industry, Mines and Agri-
culture (ECCIMA), the federal govern-
ment needs to consider other ports out-
side Lagos to ease the congestion, costs 
and logistics for businesses.

“I still import from Lagos while Port 
Harcourt is closer. I don’t mind going 
to Warri or Calabar ports, but are they 
functional? It seems the government 
doesn’t want those ports to function at 
full capacity and also doesn’t mind the 
revenue it is losing,” Nkwagu noted.

He argued that if the government and 
its supporters cite insecurity, shallow wa-
ters, restive communities, among others 
as reasons Eastern ports are not getting 
face-lift and business, why then are elec-
tions held in those areas despite the so-
called challenges and why is the govern-
ment not giving opportunities to private 
developers as it does in Lagos.

“We are not saying stop work in Lagos. 

No, increase the work at Lagos ports, but 
also give face-lift to other ports outside 
Lagos so that businesses that depend on 
the ports can breathe. The high cost of lo-
gistics is killing our business, when closer 
ports can reduce cost by half,” he said.

Taking it from a political perspective, 
Kunle Anjorin, a politician, argued that 
President Tinubu is a ‘Lagos man,’ and a 
former governor here and needs to serve 
his constituency. 

“He feels he needs to prove that he 
comes from here. I don’t see anything 
wrong with that because other presi-
dents have done the same while in pow-
er,” Anjorin said.

But in a seeming balancing argument, 
Dele Badore, a maritime lawyer, noted 
that the planned refurbishment is not a 
new project, rather it has been on stream 
since late 2023 or early 2024 but the gov-
ernment has not secured finance to fund 
it until now.

“When the NPA proposed the $USD1 
billion port redevelopment project, there 
is a portion that will go to the Eastern 
ports, particularly Rivers port.

I don’t know the scope of this recent 
funding from the UK, but the truth re-
mains that Lagos is still a host to Nigeria’s 
most viable seaports. 

Investors will naturally put their mon-
ey where the returns will be high, includ-
ing refurbishment, “ Anjorin said.

Rather than envy Lagos, Anjorin 
urged other states to make efforts, in-
vestment commitments and safety to 
attract investors or lure the federal gov-
ernment for approvals of big projects like 
deep sea ports.

“As for Akwa Ibom Deep Seaport, the 
major bottleneck is funding. It requires 
$4.2bn. I am not sure the FG sees that as 
a potentially lucrative project. So, I see it 
stalling until Akwa Ibom finds reliable in-

vestors like Lagos did with the Lekki port. 
“As for Cross River, I think the state 

has secured $3.5bn for the project. I am 
not sure what is holding back the proj-
ect.  I think Akwa Ibom and Cross Riv-
er should team up and set up one deep 
seaport. Not sure how two deep seaports 
should be sited in two contingent states,” 
he concluded.

But Onoriode and Nkwagu countered 
the above, saying that if the federal gov-
ernment wades in, the Akwa Ibom Deep 
Seaport will become a reality and that 
nothing stops two deep seaports being 
close to each other.

“How far is the Apapa Port to Tin 
Can and the Lekki Port is also there. We 
need the federal government to refurbish 
Eastern ports and support development 
of deep seaports here too. It shouldn’t be 
all about drilling and exporting crude oil. 
There should be more port facilities for 
other experts and imports too. This will 
reduce costs for businesses here and boost 
revenue from taxes,” Onoriode said.

On his part, Nkwagu lamented that 
if there is a major security issue or envi-
ronmental issue like a tsunami in Lagos, 
other ports put together cannot handle 
the huge volumes of Apapa and Tin Can 
ports.

“Refurbish ports outside Lagos to in-
crease their capacity to handle more car-
goes, reduce congestion at Lagos ports, 
the associated traffic on Lagos roads, 
costs and logistics for businesses close to 
those ports,” Nkwagu charged the feder-
al government.

In their conclusion, many concerned 
people noted that giving attention to 
ports outside Lagos is equity, diversifica-
tion, new openings and giving business-
es in those areas opportunities to thrive 
on lower operational costs, amid more 
revenue for the government.

cent political movements have tilted 
momentum in favour of the APC, re-
inforcing its dominance at both federal 
and state levels. Analysts say the trend, if 
sustained, could further weaken already 
fragmented opposition parties such as 
the People’s Democratic Party (PDP) 
and the Labour Party (LP), unless they 
adopt a coalition strategy similar to the 
one that brought the APC to power in 
2015.

In the past months, several high-pro-
file politicians, including lawmakers, 
former governors, and influential grass-
roots mobilisers, have defected to the 
APC.

The PDP has lost about seven gover-
nors to the APC in the last one year. The 
party is now left with two governors- 
Bala Muhammed of Bauchi State and 
Seyi Makinde of Oyo State.

Although motivations vary from po-
litical survival to alignment with federal 
power, the cumulative effect has been a 
steady consolidation of the ruling party’s 
influence going into 2027 polls.

Kunle Adebayo, political analyst, not-
ed that defections are not just symbolic 
but structural in their implications.

“What we are seeing is not just move-
ment of individuals but the transfer of 
political machinery, structures, loyalists, 
and resources. When these figures move, 
they don’t go alone. That significantly 
weakens the opposition at the local and 
state levels,” he said.

He added that Nigeria’s electoral sys-

tem, which often rewards incumbency 
and widespread political networks, gives 
the APC a clear advantage as it absorbs 
more actors into its fold.

 Fragmented opposition faces uphill 
task

Despite dissatisfaction in some quar-
ters over economic hardship and gov-
ernance concerns, analysts argue that 
public discontent alone is not enough to 
unseat an incumbent government.

 Yusuf Babalola, political analyst, told 
BusinessDay that the opposition are not 
helping themselves as it appears they 
have not learned from the mistake of 
2023. He said that the way the opposi-
tion politicians were going they would 
make the election look easy for President 
Tinubu again.

“Certainly yes; looking at the 2023 
election result, we would all agree that 
without alliance, they have no chance 
against the president.

 “In 2023, what gave him victory was 
the division among opposition, Peter Obi 
was in LP, Atiku Abubakar in PDP and 
Rabiu Musa Kwankwaso was in NNPP.  
The opposition votes all together would 
have cost the APC the election,” he said.

Babalola further pointed out that a viable 
opposition was needed to unseat the presi-
dent, arguing that without that, they would 
lose again. He warned that ego appeared to 
be the biggest challenge facing opposition 
politicians, with none of them willing to give 
up their ambition for the other.

 “Sincerely, who among the opposi-
tion members will bring down his ego to 

be vice president to the other? Everyone 
wants to be the president which is not 
possible.”

 For, Political Strategist, Zainab Sule, 
the opposition’s biggest challenge is in-
ternal division.

 “The PDP is battling internal crises, 
the Labour Party is still struggling with 
institutional cohesion, and smaller par-
ties lack national spread. Individually, 
none of them has the capacity to con-
front a well-entrenched APC,” she said.

Sule stressed that without a unified 
front, opposition parties risk splitting 
votes, thereby inadvertently strengthen-
ing the ruling party’s chances.

 “If they go into 2027 divided, it will be 
a repeat of 2023—perhaps even worse. 
The APC doesn’t need to win over-
whelmingly; it only needs the opposition 
to remain fragmented,” she added.

Lessons from 2015 coalition
Political watchers frequently reference 

the 2015 elections, when opposition par-
ties merged to form the APC, ultimately 
defeating the incumbent PDP govern-
ment. That coalition brought together 
diverse political interests under a single 
platform, creating a formidable electoral 
force.

 Many pundits say the reality is that 
the opposition stands no chance of de-
feating the incumbent, Tinubu, in the 
2027 presidential election without a 
strong and united coalition like 2015.

 They argued that the president is even 
more sure-footed given the current po-
litical landscape, where the ruling party, 

the APC, now controls about 31 states 
across the federation.

 “History has shown that coali-
tion-building can be decisive. The 2015 
election remains a clear example, where a 
united front unseated a sitting president. 
Building such a coalition is, in my view, 
the most viable pathway for the opposi-
tion to defeat President Tinubu,” Hameed 
Muritala, a communication and develop-
ment practitioner, told BusinessDay.

 Muritala stressed that for this to hap-
pen, major opposition parties like the 
PDP, Labour Party, and ADC would 
need to set aside their differences and 
work towards a common goal, but stated 
that with the current realities, such a co-
alition appears unlikely, which ultimate-
ly weakens the opposition’s chances.

Similarly, Ibrahim Lawal, political his-
torian and professor, believes the oppo-
sition must learn from 2015 precedent, 
stressing that he APC itself is a product 
of alliance politics. 

“It succeeded because different blocs 
agreed to set aside differences for a com-
mon goal. The current opposition must 
replicate that model if they are serious 
about power,” the professor noted.

 Lawal warned that failure to build 
consensus could render opposition 
campaigns ineffective, regardless of the 
candidates they field.

APC’s strategic consolidation
In the last two years within the ruling 

party, the influx of new members is be-
ing framed as a sign of confidence in the 
Tinubu’s administration.

Party leaders argue that their gover-
nance agenda and political inclusiveness 
are attracting support.

A senior APC official, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity, described the 
defections as “organic growth.”

“People are joining us because they 
see stability, structure, and a clear path-
way to development. The APC is not 
just a party; it is a platform with national 
reach and vision,” he said.

The official dismissed claims that de-
fections are driven solely by opportun-
ism, insisting that many politicians are 
aligning with what they perceive as a 
viable governance agenda.

 Critics cite weak ideological foun-
dations

Some analysts argue that Nigeria’s party 
system lacks strong ideological ground-
ing, making defections easier and more 
frequent. Adebayo pointed out that the 
absence of clear ideological distinctions be-
tween parties contributes to political fluidity.

“In many cases, politicians are not 
moving because of policy differences 
but because of access to power and re-
sources. That is why alliances become 
crucial—because ideology alone does 
not hold parties together,” he explained.

He added that this fluidity benefits 
the ruling party, which can leverage state 
power to attract defectors.

 However, with the 2027 general elec-
tion less than a year and with political 
elites repositioning themselves, ques-
tions remain about how ordinary Nige-
rians will respond at the polls. 
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At a time when 
some inves-
tors are hold-
ing back, and 
some ongoing 

projects are being delayed or 
stalled, Lagos is witnessing a 
phenomenal increase in the 
number of pipeline projects, 
especially at the high-end 
luxury residential markets of 
Ikoyi and Victoria Island.

Of particular interest is 
a submarket in Victoria Is-
land, which is experiencing 
development expansion as 
developers build in response 
to identified demand gaps in 
that area.

This submarket is the 
North West region of Vic-
toria Island, geographically 
bounded by Ozumba Mba-
diwe Avenue to the North, 
Akin Adesola Street to the 
East, Adeola-Odeku Street to 
the South, and Ahmadu Bello 
Way to the West.

Developers have found 
that, in this region,  there is 
demand for residential apart-
ments that are in proximity 
to offices.  The region benefits 
from its proximity to major 
commercial corridors like 
Adeola Odeku Street, Ozum-
ba Mbadiwe Road, Kofo Aba-
yomi Street, and adjoining 
arterial routes.

While close enough to 

Shut out: Why mortgage eludes 
workers even at single-digit rates

Investing in London 
market: What investors 
need to know

serve professionals working 
in the island’s business dis-
tricts, the area retains a more 
residential identity compared 
to the commercial-heavy 
core VI. This positioning has 
made it particularly attractive 
for prime residential living, 
serving professionals and af-
fluent families seeking mod-
ern accommodation within 
the area.

This explains why, over 

the past 12 months, the sub-
market has been expanding, 
particularly within the resi-
dential segment. More nota-
bly, its development pipeline 
is now dominated by deluxe 
and luxury apartment proj-
ects.

These include Elysian 
Rise, Reportage Tower, Trim-
nell Tower, The Alfred, Ka-
dars Gate, The Gaia, Ozum-
ba Mbadiwe Tower, Xamira 

The Ministry of Finance 
Integrated (MOFI) Real 
Estate Investment Fund 

(MREIF) came as an escape 
for loan-seeking workers, es-
pecially those on low income. 
It is aimed at solving the af-
fordability issues in the hous-
ing market.

MREIF is a public-pri-
vate initiative launched by 
the federal government. Its 
primary goal is to bridge Ni-
geria’s housing gap by offer-
ing low-interest, long-term 
mortgages to eligible Nigerian 
citizens while supporting real 
estate development through 
off-take guarantees.

As against commercial 
rates offered by money deposit 
banks, which are in the region 
of 25-27 percent, MREIF of-
fers 9.75 percent interest rate 
on its loans, which it makes 
available to eligible developers 
and home seekers.

Despite the ‘low’ interest 

Heights, Amoretto Luxury 
Apartments,  11 Goriola, 
and Hebron Tower, with re-
cent completions including 
La Paz Apartments, The Oak 
Residence, and Bluerock Res-
idences.

Another major driver of 
the development expansion is 
land cost, which has become 
a competitive advantage for 
the submarket. The average 
land price in this area is about 

₦2 million per square metre.
This price shows it is a 

more affordable alternative to 
the core VI and South West 
area, while remaining strate-
gically closer to commercial 
hubs than the cheaper South 
East region, which has an av-
erage land price of ₦1.7 mil-
lion per square metre

Unlike core VI and South 
West, where limited land 
availability has driven up 
prices, North West still has 
more land available for sale, 
allowing developers to ac-
quire property at lower costs 
without sacrificing proximity 
to established commercial in-
frastructure.

Home buyers are also 
attracted to this part of Vic-
toria Island because of the 
calmness of the inner streets, 
which has become a market 
differentiator.  Luxury devel-
opers are strategically capi-
talising on the serenity of the 
region.

In contrast with the more 
commercially active cor-
ridors with busier arterial 
routes, such as Churchgate 
Street and Sanusi Fafuwa 
Street in the core VI, North 
West’s inner streets, such as 
Sapara Williams Close, and 
Goriola Street, exhibit a dif-
ferent urban character.

These inner streets are 
largely insulated and are bet-
ter positioned to accommo-
date low to medium-density 
residential developments, 
offering a quieter living en-
vironment. This locational 
advantage also strengthens 
the investment case for de-
velopers and capital partners 
seeking to deliver high-end 
residential projects within a 
calm district.

In its recent report on this 
submarket, Estate Intel, a da-
ta-driven market intelligence 
platform focused on the Afri-
can real estate and construc-
tion industry, notes that the 
development expansion in 
this submarket is  “A Familiar 
Pattern Repeating Itself.”

The platform recalls that, 
four years ago, it examined 
the South West region of Vic-
toria Island, which began to 
experience an uptick in de-
velopment activity in 2022, 
indicating increased investor 
interest in the area.

 Among other factors, it 
added, this was a result of the 
revision of the Victoria Island 
Model City master plan in 
2013, which laid the ground-
work for a broader focus on 
the area’s other regions be-
yond core Victoria Island.

rate, many Nigerians, partic-
ularly civil servants, are still 
shut out of this facility. Com-
plex processes, high interest 
rates, and low wages make 
access nearly impossible for an 
average worker in the country.

With a loan limit of up to 
N100 million, a 9.75 percent 
interest rate, and a 20-year re-
payment tenor, MREIF is quite 
an attractive mortgage, but not 
for a low-income earner.

In Nigeria, people with an 
income below N1.2 million 
per annum in Nigeria are clas-
sified as low-income earners. 
The country’s national mini-
mum wage stands at N70,000 
per month, meaning the aver-
age worker's annual income is 
N84,000.

Adeniyi Akinlusi, former 
chief executive of Trustbond 
Mortgage Bank and currently 
the MD/CEO, Lekki World-
wide Investments Limited 
(LWIL), explained to Busi-

nessDay why workers on 
minimum wage are unable to 
access a mortgage.

Akinlusi explained that, 
based on the terms of mort-
gage structuring, which re-
quires repayment of not less 
than one-third or 33.3 percent 
of a borrower's monthly in-
come, a borrower on N70,000 
per month has to deduct ap-
proximately N23,100 for loan 
repayment.

Given a monthly payment 
of this sum for a 30-year mort-
gage, as required by law, a 
mortgage loan borrower will 
have to contribute only N8.3 
million for the 30 years.

With the N8.3 million, it 
remains to be seen where the 
worker will buy a three-bed-
room house, for instance, even 
in a low-income market in the 
outskirts of Nigerian cities like 
Lagos and Abuja.

Maurice Onyekwelu, an 
estate developer in Lagos, told 

Many foreign inves-
tors, including Ni-
gerians, have strong 

footprints in the London 
property market for various 
reasons, at the top of which 
are the maturity of the market 
and the country’s stable cur-
rency, which aids investment 
decisions.

Return on investment is 
almost predictable, unlike 
the Nigerian market, where 
currency volatility and oth-
er adverse macroeconomic 
conditions, particularly in-
flation, rubbish investments, 
and render the market unat-
tractive.

London remains one of 
the world's most compelling 
and globally respected prop-
erty investment markets, 
according to Ugo Arinzeh, 
Onyx Property Team lead.

The London-based realtor 
says there are certain things 
investors need to know about 

that market, including a com-
bination of legal transparen-
cy, long-term demand, inter-
national appeal, and capital 
resilience, which make the 
market attractive to investors 
from virtually every corner of 
the world.

“But it is also one of the 
most regulated markets — 
and in 2025, the regulatory 
landscape shifted in some 
important and consequential 
ways.

Whether you're a UK-
based investor looking to 
build or expand a portfolio, 
or an international buyer — 
particularly from the United 
States — acquiring London 
property for the first time, un-
derstanding the legal and tax 
framework from the outset is 
what separates a well-struc-
tured, profitable investment 
from an expensive and avoid-
able learning curve,” she said.

Residential developments expanding in 
Lagos as developers tap identified gaps
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BusinessDay that there is no 
decent accommodation for 
N8 million in a good location, 
citing a low-income estate lo-
cated along the Lagos-Badagry 
Expressway where three-bed-
room bungalows sell for be-
tween N25 and N30 million 
per unit.

“Besides that, there is also 
hardly a 30-year mortgage 
available for loan applicants,” 
Onyekwelu noted, adding that 
the 10 percent equity contri-
bution will also pose a chal-
lenge because 10 percent of 
N30 million, for instance, is 
N3 million. “How many civ-
il servants earning N70,000 
minimum wage have N3 mil-
lion for equity contribution?” 
he queried.

MREIF has been described 
by housing industry players as 
a good initiative by the feder-
al government to advance the 
cause of housing in the coun-
try.
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Ikechukwu Ezeigwe: Pushing creative 
boundaries with Zoomorphic art

It has been eight years of 
practice as full-time artist 
for Ikechukwu Ezeigwe. But 
it is not the number of years 
in practice that matters for 

the young artist, but the difference 
and impact he wants to make with 
his art.

Unlike many of his folks, he 
ventured into Zoomorphic or 
Anthropomorphic Art; which he 
described as the hybrid of animal 
and human forms to create art. 
Through this unique painting 
form and medium of expression, 
Ikechukwu attributes animalistic 
character to humans, which can 
represent positive or negative 
visualization.

Of course, that form of artistic 
expression is not popular, he 
confessed that, “It came about 
through experimentation”. 

In the past  eight years, 
Ikechukwu, who graduated as 
the Best Painting Student of the 
Fine Art Department, Adeniran 
Ogunsanya College of Education, 
Ijanikin Lagos and Obafemi 
Awolowo University Ile-Ife, has 
passed through the thick and 
thin, experimenting further in his 
chosen form of artistic expression, 
he kept going, and mastering his 
craft along the line.

Today, his works are out there, 
in some galleries, with some private 
collectors and even in corporate 
spaces. Again, looking back at the 
eight years, which he described as 
the most adventurous experience 
of his life, he thanks God for the 
teachings he had growing up. 
“They infuse me with a “never 
give up” mentality. They built an 'I 
can do' mentally in you. I will say 
that I have had an exciting time of 
freedom of thought, freedom of 
expression and the joy of earning 
reasonably from that liberty of 
thought and expression.

Through his tenacity and sheer 
creativity, Ikechukwu has made 
Zoomorphic art a household 
name for many art collectors and 
enthusiasts. “My art is recognized 
by a lot of people and it is 
captivating,” he enthused.

Also looking back at the feats, 
he has achieved in less than a 
decade, the Zoomorphic artist 
noted that his art has evolved 
through the years since starting 
as a full-time artist. “My art is my 
way of addressing global issues in 
a unique, captivating, interesting 
and creative way. I have been able 
to carve a niche for myself in the 
art space, and that is exciting,” he 
enthused.

Today, he has had many notable 
exposures, works and contacts 
through his art, with more in the 
pipeline.

“I had my first solo exhibition 
in 2020 with Omenka Gallery 
Ikoyi, Lagos titled Beast Of No 
Nation, my second solo exhibition 

OBINNA EMELIKE 

Art

Sunny Dada (facilitator at the retreat)

in 2024 at Alexis Gallery, Victoria 
Island, Lagos was titled Monkey 
Business. I have had about 10 
group exhibitions in all and my 
next exhibition is brewing,” he said, 
while insisting that all were possible 
because of his perseverance at 
experimenting, developing and 
following a different form of 
artistic expression.

What  i s  a lso  going for 
Ikechukwu is that he is also not 
following the popular ways or 
mentality of his generation. While 
majority of them are in a haste to 
be out there without sacrificing 
time to learn more, get the needed 
mentorship to horn their skills, 
and bid for their time; he is not in 
a haste to fame or to make money.

career. I am not going to retire 
from it. So, when you have that 
kind of attitude, you will not be 
in a rush. Everything you want to 
accomplish, everything you want 
to see, will happen with time,” he 
noted.

But he is not just biding his 
time; he is happy the way his art 
is going, in terms of creativity, 
recognitions and earnings despite 
the harsh economy.

He attributed his ability to 
stay afloat despite the economic 
realities of today to the quality 
relationships he built over the years 
from art collectors and to the few 
galleries he has opportunity to 
deal with.

“These are people who are 
unapologetically loyal to your 
work. They have sustained and 
have continued to sustain me 
till today. I will advise artists to 
build quality relationships. Do 
not be rude or proud. But do not 
be a ‘door mat’ either. Know the 
difference. It matters, especially in 
times like this,” he admonished his 
folks, especially the emerging ones.

What inspires his art, as well as 
his themes are also intriguing. “I get 
my inspiration through reading, 
movies, traveling and visiting 
places”. His themes cut across 
several ideas and topical issues 
such as politics and leadership, 

racism and human behavior.
But he is currently working on 

wildlife conservation, endangered 
animals, among others. “These are 
exciting themes I hope to work on 
for a long time”.

Meanwhile, he confessed that 
his art is what it is today because 
of the quality mentorships, (local 
and international) he has had and 
still having.

“My mentors are people who 
have helped me grow since I began 
full-time practice; they are people 
who inspire me to keep improving 
myself and people whose works 
challenge me to do better because 
of their tenacity and excellence”.

Some of his mentors include: 
Rahman Akar of Signature Gallery 
Lagos, Femi Williams of Iwalewa 
Gallery, and Abiodun Olaku of 
Universal Studios of Art.

But he did not forget the huge 
family mentorship and upbringing, 
which he credited, especially to his 
family.

“I am an extremely optimistic 
person, probably because of the 
kind of upbringing I had. I was 
exposed to the teachings of faith 
early through the church. In 
retrospect, that is one of the best 
legacies my father gave me and my 
siblings- equipping and exposing 
us with the right teaching to face 
life,” he said.

Looking ahead, Ikechukwu has 
big ambitions for his practice, but 
prefers slow and steady growth that 
will allow his art to mature more, 
command more respect and being 
sought-after globally.

“I see myself partnering with 
some of the biggest stakeholders 
in the wildlife conservation space 
both nationally and internationally 
such as the National Geographic 
and WWF,” he said.

He concluded by reassuring that 
he will keep taking things slowly as 
art is a lifetime career, which he is 
not going to retire from.

I get my inspiration through reading, 
movies, traveling and visiting places”. His 
themes cut across several ideas and topical 
issues such as politics and leadership, 
racism and human behavior

“I used to have that attitude 
immediately I left school and 
started full-time practice. But 
with time, I have learnt to take 
things slow because art is a lifetime 
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Art
‘Miracle Leaf is about transformation of an 
artist, and its impact on works I create’

For those meeting you for the 
first time, who really is Josiah 
C. Josiah?
My name is Josiah C. Josiah. I am a vi-
sual artist based in Lagos State, South-

West.

What is the concept of the studio visit 
and why is it themed ‘Miracle Leaf’?
Miracle Leaf is a leaf that represents resilience, 
passion for life and passion to heal. The leaf 
reflects on the survival of an individual. No 
matter the environment you find yourself, it 
emphasizes on adaptation to your environment 
without unnecessary complaints.

Medically, ‘Miracle Leaf ’ has many health 
potentials. I explore the leaf to produce herbal 
tea, which is beneficial to my health.

Psychologically, ‘Miracle Leaf ’ is about 
the transformation of an artist, its impact on 
the works I produce and studying of different 
plants and grasses- the green, flowers and their 
atmospheric influence on our environment 
and health.

It is also about individual ecosystem. As in-
dividuals, we should understand leaves in our 
environment and explore them for our health 
benefits.

With the above, are you implying that 
art interacts with nature?
Yes. Art digs and interrogates nature and its 
potential. It admires the language of the earth. 
As an artist, I am in tune with the principles of 
the earth and nature such as trees and plants. 
This gives me the feelings to stick more to na-
ture, which I am gladly doing now.

How do people interact with your art to 
appreciate the concept and message, 
like in the ‘Miracle Leaf’?  
It depends on the individual. My works are 
open field for individuals to see and under-
stand their life-journey. My works are vessels 
to help in directing people towards what they 
are looking for.

Most often, I get remarks from my patrons 
about how different my works are. Sometimes, 
some people are not comfortable with my 

…Inaugural residency tasks artists’ ingenuity

For one week, Josiah C. Josiah, a Lagos-based contemporary visual artist, who majors in painting, invited 
the public to his open studio, where the focus shifted from metropolitan noise to a tranquil location, from just 
painting to nature, from art enterprise to conversation and appreciation of the environment.  In this interview, 
the young artist shares with OBINNA EMELIKE, who partook in the open studio titled “The Miracle Leaf” and 
curated by Ugo Ahiakwo, the rationale for the outing, why the leaf matters, the body of work created from the 
theme, his art and passion, methodology, parents and boyhood wish for priesthood, among others.

I can work on canvas without limiting the 
process. I was inculcated with the discipline of 
arts, to study, interrogate and interact. I explore 
arts through colours and plants. I use arts ideas 
to study plants to understand how they interact 
with our ecosystem. 

What is your creative technique?
For me, materiality comes from the mind. 
It is not just a physical object. It starts from 
thoughts, ideas or an interpretation. Most 
times, I use pigment and charcoal when I draw. 
At another time, I could infuse fabrics and 
threads, depending on the kind of idea I want 
to portray at the moment and what I want to 
create.

Materiality, for me, begins with ideas before 
it translates to physical content.

How long have you been an artist?
I started selling arts right from school. But if it 
is how long I have been in the business of arts 
in Lagos, I can say eight years now.

Did your family support your dream of 
becoming an artist?
When it comes to arts, most parents have res-
ervations about their children studying arts in 
school. At first, most parents will frown at the 
children. I remember when I told my parents 
that I wanted to study Fine Art. Their reaction 
was not encouraging. I had a meeting with my 
father and he asked me how profitable and lu-
crative art was for my sustainability in life. 

My parents wanted me to be a priest, and 
as a boy, I also wanted to be a priest. But I 
changed my mind along the line and opted to 
become an artist. At first, my parents objected 
and eventually agreed with me when I gained 
admission.

If you were not an artist, what would 
you have been?
I would have been doing a lot of things if I were 
not an artist. I had interest in priesthood, a mil-
itary personnel, transporter, actor and photog-
raphy. Yes, I do photography because you know 
that photography is arts too. Right now, I am a 
farmer too.

My parents wanted me to be a priest, 
and as a boy, I also wanted to be a 
priest. But I changed my mind along 
the line and opted to become an artist

I have had solo exhibition and also participated 
in group exhibitions. I participated in art exhi-
bition at Alliance Francis Ikoyi, Lagos in 2023. 
The exhibition was titled "Unraveled". There 
was another exhibition at Rele Gallery at Ikoyi 
in December, 2025. In 2020 I participated in 
group exhibition in Abuja.

As for solo exhibition, I have done two ex-
hibitions in my studio in partnership with Sig-
nature Art Gallery and Rele Gallery.

Which of your works has made the 
most commercial success?
I am not sure that I have had the best work. I 
might have created incredible works but each 
work I make is unique in its own nature and 
offers special values. So far, I have not painted 
the best work.

Why the passion for art?
For me, arts is a way of life. It is my power to 
express myself in any perspective. Arts chal-
lenges my character and views of the world. It 
gives me the edge to investigate about ideas or 
the environment I find myself. 

Where did you train and how did it in-
fluence your art?
I studied at the Federal Polytechnic, Auchi, 
Edo State. I majored in painting. I was drilled 
with the application of colours. I use colours to 
describe different meanings to emotions, time 
and also how to be a working artist; be able to 
work anywhere, in any mode. 

The influence is obvious, especially in the 
way I work with time. My lecturers at Auchi 
Polytechnic were thorough and intentional in 
handling us as students. They showed practi-
cality and ability in molding me artistically.

works mainly because of the unconventional 
ideas I employ in my production. I have a lot of 
audience who criticize my works. 

While some criticize my works, probably 
because of what they don't understand like in 
the ‘Miracle Leaf ’, some other appreciate my ef-
forts. I feel that some of my lecturers and men-
tors will be proud of my works, though they 
may not be like theirs because of the path and 
approach.

What about exhibitions?

AREWA24, the lead-
ing Hausa language 
family entertainment 

and lifestyle television chan-
nel and production studio in 
Nigeria and West Africa, has 
returned after the Ramadan 
with “Zabi Biyu”, its hit drama 
series, for a much-anticipated 
second season.

Following the success of 
its debut season, Zabi Biyu 
captivated audiences across 
Northern Nigeria and beyond 
with its compelling storytell-
ing, rich cultural themes, and 
appealing characters. The se-
ries quickly became a fan fa-
vorite, praised for its authen-
tic portrayal of love, choices, 
and the complexities of mod-

“Zabi Biyu”, AREWA24’s hit drama series, returns with season 2
ern relationships within a tra-
ditional society.

Season 2 promises to 
build on the success with 
even more drama, deeper 
character development, and 
unexpected twists. Viewers 
can look forward to a con-
tinuation of the story as the 
characters navigate the con-
sequences of their past deci-
sions while facing new chal-
lenges that test their values, 
relationships, and ambitions.

Speaking on the new sea-
son, Celestine Umeibe, chief 
executive officer, AREWA24, 
said: “Zabi Biyu represents 
the kind of culturally resonant 
drama series we are commit-

ted to delivering to our audi-
ences, especially the youth / 
young adults. The response 
to Season 1 was phenomenal, 
and we are thrilled to bring 
viewers an even more engag-
ing and captivating Season 2. 
For our advertisers, they can 
connect with loyal viewers in 
a meaningful way, following a 
highly engaged TV audience 
across Hausa-speaking com-
munities.”

Produced by AREWA24’s 
in-house production team, 
the series continues the net-
work’s mission to create 
high-quality original Hausa 
content that reflects the re-
alities and aspirations of its 
audience.

 “At the heart of Zabi 
Biyu is a story that reflects 
the lived experiences of our 
audience, evolving in a way 
that is more intense and emo-
tionally layered, while staying 
true to the cultural nuances, 
language, and everyday reali-
ties that resonate across Hau-
sa-speaking communities,” 
Salisu Balarabe, director, Zabi 
Biyu, said.

Season 2 of Zabi Biyu pre-
miered on March 22, 2026, 
and will air weekly on Sun-
days 8pm – 9pm (20:00H 
WAT) with additional view-
ing options available on the 
AREWA24 streaming plat-
form (AREWA24 on DE-
MAND).
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Away from the lure of 
some global cities 
such as London and 
Dubai, an increas-
ing number of Afri-

can high-net-worth travellers are 
going after experiences that com-
bine luxury, culture, and conve-
nience, which are also within the 
continent.

With such curated experi-
ences in mind, Kigali is quickly 
rising on that list as a one-stop-
shop destinations.

Kigali, the capital city of 
Rwanda, which is truly the “Land 
of a Thousand Hills”, and often 
referred to as the “Singapore of 
Africa” for its cleanliness, safety, 
and rapid economic growth, has 
more to offer as a choice tourism 
destination in East Africa and 
Africa at large.

However, at the centre of the 
city’s African and global tourists’ 
appeal are world-class accom-
modation, services and MICE 
facilities offerings, which are be-
ing championed by Radisson Blu 
Hotel & Convention Centre, Ki-
gali, which is simple iconic.

The landmark property 
known for its striking architec-
ture and illuminated dome that 
has become a defining feature of 
the city’s skyline has, since its in-
ception, become the new address 
for luxury, culture, and con-
venience, while its world-class 
meetings facilities have made it a 
sought-after MICE destination in 
East Africa.

With all these going for the 
hotel, Radisson Blu Hotel & 
Convention Centre has quiet-
ly become one of Kigali’s most 
sought-after addresses, especially 
for Nigerian travellers seeking a 
refined African getaway or busi-
ness destination.

Space, comfort and elevated 
hospitality

Luxury for many travellers 
from Nigeria often means space, 
comfort and the ability to host. 
The Radisson Blu Kigali delivers 
this at scale.

With 291 rooms and suites, 
the hotel offers a range of ac-
commodation designed for both 

OBINNA EMELIKE 

Travel
Radisson Blu 
Kigali: Growing 
choice destination 
for Nigerian 
travellers

leisure and business travellers. At 
the top end, the 699-square-me-
tre Presidential Suite provides 
expansive living space, including 
a private kitchenette, dining area 
and office space ideal for travel-
lers who arrive with family, busi-
ness partners or a full entourage.

Each room features a private 
balcony overlooking Kigali’s fa-
mous rolling hills, offering pan-
oramic views that have become 
a favourite backdrop for visitors 
capturing the beauty of Rwanda’s 
capital.

A culinary experience with 
global influence
Dining is another highlight of the 
Radisson Blu Kigali experience. 
At The Larder, guests can enjoy 
international cuisine alongside 
locally inspired flavours, includ-
ing the hotel’s well-known “Super 
Breakfast,” which has become 
a signature offering for guests 
starting their day in the city.

For something different, Fil-
ini Restaurant & Bar, the hotel’s 
Italian dining concept, brings a 
contemporary European touch to 
Kigali’s dining scene, reflecting 
the city’s growing cosmopolitan 
character.

At the centre of Kigali’s 
cultural and entertainment 
scene
One of the hotel’s biggest advan-
tages is its location next to BK 

Arena, one of Africa’s premier 
entertainment venues. The arena 
regularly hosts major interna-
tional concerts, sporting events, 
and cultural gatherings.

Recent years have seen glob-
al stars and African icons per-
form in Kigali, attracting visitors 
from across the continent and 
positioning the city as an emerg-
ing hub for entertainment and 
events.

Guests staying at the Radisson 
Blu Kigali are perfectly placed 
to experience this vibrant scene, 
with the hotel often becoming a 
natural gathering point for visi-
tors attending major events.

Kigali’s growing social and 
nightlife scene

Beyond the hotel, Kigali offers a 
vibrant yet refined nightlife. The 
nearby district of Kimihurura is 
home to some of the city’s most 
popular lounges and social ven-
ues, where Afrobeats and Amapi-
ano regularly set the soundtrack 
for Kigali’s evenings.

For Nigerian travellers, the 
cultural connection between 
West and East Africa is increas-
ingly visible, with music, fashion 
and business communities natu-
rally intersecting in the city.

Wellness, golf and reset
For those looking to unwind, the 
hotel’s Izuba Wellness Spa offers 
a range of treatments designed 
for relaxation and recovery. Fa-

cilities include; treatment rooms, 
a sauna and steam rooms, pro-
viding a calm retreat after a day 
of meetings, exploring the city or 
attending events.

Kigali is also becoming a 
growing destination for golf en-
thusiasts, with nearby courses of-
fering scenic fairways set against 
the city’s rolling hills. For many 
travellers who enjoy combining 
business or leisure trips with a 
round of golf, this adds another 
layer to Kigali’s appeal as a pre-
mium African destination.

A new African luxury desti-
nation
As Kigali continues to grow as 
a centre for diplomacy, invest-
ment and tourism, the Radisson 
Blu Hotel & Convention Centre, 
Kigali remains one of the city’s 
defining hospitality destinations.

“Across Africa we are seeing 
a strong rise in intra-African 
travel, particularly from markets 
like Nigeria,” says Rob Kucera, 
general manager and district di-
rector, East Africa, Radisson Ho-
tel Group. “Our goal is to offer 
guests a world-class experience 
while celebrating the unique en-
ergy and culture that make Kigali 
such a remarkable destination.”

For Nigerian travellers seeking 
luxury, culture and connectivity 
within Africa, Kigali is quickly 
emerging as an unexpected yet 
compelling choice and Radisson 
Blu Kigali is often where that 
journey begins.

Enhanced connectivity 
(RwandAir Lagos–Kigali)  
The enhanced flight connectivity 
between Lagos and Kigali, (mov-
ing to daily flights) by Rwan-
dAir, significantly strengthens 
economic ties between Nigeria 
and Rwanda. This development 
fosters greater collaboration in 
trade, tourism, and investment 
opportunities, while delivering 
reliable and convenient travel 
options for passengers.

As Rwanda's leading 5-star 
conference hotel, the Radisson 
Blu Hotel & Convention Centre, 
Kigali is ideally positioned to 
welcome this influx of traffic. The 
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Art

Beyond visibility: Why Nigerian brands 
must build distribution before marketing

MISA, death, and the humility of entrepreneurship
SIJIBOMI OGUNDELE

GODSWILL OKWUCHI

Perspective

It was in 2022. I was on 
the road to Abeokuta for 
one of Governor Dapo 
Abiodun’s  campaigns 
when my phone rang. It 

was MISA. We had not spoken 
in close to a year, and at the 
time, we were on opposite sides 
in court. I answered, expecting 
the friction that comes with 
litigation. Instead, I was met 
with a voice that was calm, 
disciplined, and focused on 
business: “Suji,” he said, “I know 
we are in court, but I need 
concrete. I have a project, and I 
need it now, and I hear you have 
the best.”

I sat back, momentarily 
stunned by the pragmatism of 
the man. The sheer decisiveness, 
t h e  b r i l l i a n t  s e p a r a t i o n 
of  personal  interest  f rom 
professional necessity. He didn’t 
care about the optics of calling 
an adversary; he cared about the 
integrity of his project. That was 
Oga MISA.

This grace was his signature. 
Our paths crossed again not long 
after, at a restaurant, where we 
were both involved in the same 
land deal. When we eventually 
sat across from each other, he 
said, almost immediately, “Yes, 
I know you are the one coming 
to buy the land. Don’t worry, I 
will make sure you get it… but 
I will still beat you in court o.”

We both laughed. It was 
a  joke,  but  it  carr ied the 
quiet weight of his character. 
Beneath the strength of a fierce 
competitor was a remarkably 

for him. But what stayed with 
me the most was what happened 
after. In 2025, during one of the 
most difficult periods in the 
history of Sujimoto, when we 
were under intense pressure 
and facing challenges that tested 
everything we had built, it was a 
truly difficult time for us.

D u r i n g  t h a t  p e r i o d , 
Muritala—a man who was 
fighting his own battle for his 
health—reached out to me. 
Twice. He called to advise me. 
He called to pray for me. “Never 
give up,” he said, his voice steady 
with the weight of experience. 
“This is entrepreneurship. It is 
tough… and real estate is the 
hardest of them all.” To receive 
strength from a man dealing 
with his own struggle, yet still 
choosing to strengthen another, 
was a humbling revelation.

It reminded me that kindness 
is not a weakness; it is strength—
and it is rare in its truest form.

Today, he is no longer with us. 
The man who taught me how to 
fight with grace has been called 
to a peace that surpasses all our 
earthly ambitions—reminding 
us, in the most humbling way, 
that the most expensive thing in 
life is the time we can no longer 
buy back.

I wish he were still here, so 
I could tell him that 90 percent 
of our debts are gone, and that 
Lucrezia now stands completed.

His passing is a sobering 
reminder of the absolute truth 
that governs us all: death is the 
one debt we cannot escape. It 
will come for all of us. And if 
that is where we are all headed, 
then the true measure of a man 
is not just in the high-rises he 

brother and my friend.

Grit and Grace.

.  D r.  O g u n d e l e  i s  t h e 
group managing director of 
Sujimoto, the Czar of Luxury 
Real Estate Development, and 
the mastermind developer 
behind the renowned Giuliano. 
Our other audacious projects, 
such as the most sophisticated 
building in Banana Island, 
Lu c r e z i a B y S u j i m o t o ,  t h e 
grandiose Sujimoto Twin Tower, 
the tallest twin towers in Africa; 
the regal Queen Amina by 
Sujimoto, a monument to royal 
affluence; the magnificent high-
rise LeonardoBySujimoto; the 
Sujimoto Farm; an advanced 
f a r m  e s t a t e  s y s t e m  t h a t 
incorporates housing, farm 
hospitals, hotels, and markets 
within an ecosystem, creating 
opportunities for agro-tourism 
and affordable housing, among 
o t h e r  pro j e c t s  t h at  h av e 
etched an indelible imprint on 
Nigeria’s skylines, a testament to 
Sujimoto’s unrivalled mastery of 
modern-day engineering.

decent man—a fantastic man in 
the truest, most unfashionable 
sense of the word. He possessed 
a  rare  k ind of  emot iona l 
intelligence: the ability to protect 
his interests firmly, without ever 
allowing malice to define how he 
dealt with people.

I watched him closely over 
the years, silently revering him 
not just as an elder, but as a 
grandmaster of the game. MISA 
had been moving heavy pieces 
on the volatile board of Nigerian 
real estate for three decades. 
He understood the mortar, the 
market, and the minds of long-
standing clients who trusted him 
with their generational wealth.

Even when I was building 
the Lucrezia—committ ing 
heavily to a vision and refusing 
to compromise on the ultra-
luxury standards of the Sujimoto 
DNA—while others thought 
I  was overreaching,  MISA 
reached out to caution me like 
a mentor. “Suji, this is not how 
to do a JV,” he said. He advised 
that while my intense focus on 
the luxury market was bold, 
I could not afford to ignore 
the middle-income sector. The 
Nigerian economy, he explained, 
was too volatile to be anchored 
on luxury alone.

He did not have to say any of 
this. He had every reason to stay 
silent. But he didn’t. He chose 
to guide, even in the middle of 
disagreement. And that, more 
than anything, told me the kind 
of man he was.

When I later heard that he 
had fallen ill and was battling 
serious medical challenges, the 
walls of our rivalry crumbled 
instantly. I reached out. I prayed 

Across Nigeria’s rapidly 
e v o l v i n g  b u s i n e s s 
landscape, one recurring 

pattern continues to undermine 
the growth of otherwise promising 
brands: the overemphasis on 
visibility without a corresponding 
investment in distribution.

In recent years, marketing has 
become more accessible than ever. 
Social media platforms, influencer 
marke t i ng ,  prog r ammat ic 
advertising, and digital content 
have created the impression that 
visibility alone can drive growth. 
While these tools are powerful, 
they often mask a deeper structural 
issue: many brands are not yet 
operationally ready for the demand 
they are trying to generate.

Marketing, in its true sense, is 
not just about awareness. It is about 
connecting a product to a customer 
in a way that leads to consistent and 
repeatable transactions. Without 
a strong distribution system, 
marketing becomes an amplifier 
of inefficiency rather than a driver 
of growth.

This challenge is particularly 
evident in sectors such as FMCG, 

leaves behind, but in the bridges 
he chooses not to burn.

We must be good to one 
another—while we still can.
To my fellow entrepreneurs—
the disruptors, the fighters—
what are we truly fighting for? 
This life is fragile, and it is far 
too short to carry the burden 
of unforgiveness. There is no 
need for the bitter wars we wage 
against one another. Let us settle 
our differences. Let us compete 
with grace. Let us move forward 
and build, rather than destroy.

I refuse to let the sun set on 
my pride. Life can call any of 
us home at any moment, and I 
do not want to leave this earth 
without making my peace. So, I 
will use this moment to say this, 
clearly and without hesitation: if 
I have offended you—knowingly 
or unknowingly—I am sorry. 
Please, call me. Let us settle it.

To the  fami ly  Murita la 
leaves behind: please know 
that you have not only lost a 
father or a husband; we have 
lost a remarkable man. A true 
visionary. An inspiring leader. A 
builder. But beyond all he built, 
he was a decent man. Even those 
who stood across from him 
could not help but respect him.

M u r i t a l a  A d e g b o y e g a 
Ibraheem taught me that you 
can stand against a man and still 
preserve his dignity. He showed 
me that the true measure of an 
entrepreneur is not just in what 
he builds, but in how he treats 
people along the way.

May Almighty Allah grant 
him Aljannah Firdaus and 
grant you the strength to carry 
forward his legacy. Rest well, my 

fintech, gaming, and retail in 
Nigeria. Brands invest heavily in 
campaigns that generate interest, 
clicks, and even initial conversions, 
but struggle with fulfillment, last-
mile delivery, product availability, 
or customer experience. The result 
is a disconnect between brand 
promise and actual delivery.

Distribution, therefore, must be 
viewed as a strategic foundation, 

not an afterthought. It includes 
supply chain efficiency, logistics 
partnerships, retail presence, digital 
fulfilment systems, and customer 
support structures. In markets 
like Nigeria, where infrastructure 
gaps still exist, distribution is not 
just an operational function; it is a 
competitive advantage.

For example, a brand running 
a high-impact campaign across 

Lagos may generate thousands of 
interested customers within days. 
However, if the product is not 
available across key locations, or if 
delivery timelines are inconsistent, 
the campaign effectively works 
against the brand by creating 
unmet expectations.

The most successful companies 
globally understand this balance. 
They invest in distribution 
capabi l it ies  before scal ing 
marketing efforts. In Nigeria, this 
principle is even more critical due 
to the complexities of the operating 
environment.

This is not to suggest that 
marketing should be deprioritised. 
Rather, it should be aligned with 
operational readiness. Marketing 
should amplify a system that is 
already capable of delivering value, 
not compensate for one that is still 
being built.

For business leaders, the 
question is no longer “How do 
we get more visibility?” but “Are 
we ready to deliver at the level our 

visibility demands?”
As Nigeria’s economy continues 

to  d ig it i s e  and consumer 
expectations rise, the brands that 
will win are not those that shout 
the loudest, but those that deliver 
the most consistently.

In the end, sustainable growth 
lies at the intersection of visibility 
and execution and distribution is 
where that execution begins.

. Okwuchi writes from Lagos.
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Saint Lucia and Nigeria: A bold new partnership

Women power SMEs but lack 
capital to scale, says GTBank CEO

ABDULFATAI ABDULSALAMI,  
Sokoto

HOPE MOSES-ASHIKE 

Perspective

In the wake of President 
Bola Ahmed Tinubu's 
2025 state visit, a historic 
shift is occurring in the 
middle of the Atlantic. 

Nigeria and Saint Lucia are 
transforming their relationship 
from symbolic ties to a thriv-
ing economic and diplomatic 
partnership. The appointment 
of H.E. Justin Nwabuisi as 
Saint Lucia's Honorary Consul 
to Nigeria marks a new era of 
strategic collaboration, focus-
ing on trade, technology, and 
cultural exchange.

The primary challenge for 
any South-South partnership 
is logistics. To combat this, the 
newly established diplomatic 
framework prioritises direct 
shipping lanes, reducing tran-
sit times and costs. This will 
enable seamless trade between 
the two nations, boosting eco-
nomic growth and develop-
ment. Digital infrastructure is 
also a key focus, with plans to 
invest in integrated tracking 
systems and harmonized regu-
latory standards.

Saint Lucia's expertise in 
sustainable blue economy and 
Nigeria's industrial innovation 
will drive growth. The two na-
tions will collaborate on ma-

rine conservation, responsible 
fisheries, and eco-friendly port 
facilities. This partnership will 
set a global standard for mar-
itime cooperation, showcasing 
the potential of South-South 
collaboration.

The cultural synergy be-
tween Nigeria and Saint Lucia 
is a potent "soft power" asset. 
The vibrant energy of Nolly-
wood and Afrobeats will merge 
with the world-renowned 
Saint Lucia Jazz and Arts Festi-
val. This collaboration will fuel 
the "Orange Economy," driv-
ing tourism and job creation, 
and bringing African and Ca-
ribbean artistic expressions to 
a unified global stage.

The partnership includes 
heritage tourism, genealogical 
support, and visa facilitation, 
reconnecting Saint Lucians 
with Nigerian roots. Many 
Saint Lucians trace their an-
cestry to the Bight of Biafra 
and Senegambia, making this 
initiative a meaningful way to 
honor ancestors and empower 
future generations.

The Consulate is spear-
heading a "Heritage Tourism" 
initiative, highlighting his-
torical sites such as Calabar, 
Bonny, and Badagry. This will 
provide a unique cultural ex-
perience for Saint Lucians 
and Nigerians, promoting 

tween Nigeria and Saint Lu-
cia will be a key aspect of the 
partnership. Saint Lucians will 
have access to Nigerian mar-
kets, and Nigerian artists will 
gain exposure in the Caribbe-
an. This exchange will promote 
cross-cultural understanding, 
creativity, and innovation.

The partnership is a testa-
ment to the power of South-
South collaboration. By work-
ing together, Nigeria and Saint 
Lucia are creating a brighter 
future for their citizens. This 
partnership will drive eco-
nomic growth, promote cul-
tural exchange, and set a global 
standard for maritime cooper-
ation.

With this partnership, 
Nigeria and Saint Lucia are 
writing a new chapter in their 
history. They are transforming 
their relationship from sym-
bolic ties to a thriving eco-
nomic and diplomatic partner-
ship. The future is bright, and 
the possibilities are endless.

As the two nations con-
tinue to work together, they 
will create a legacy of mutual 
respect and shared prosperity. 
Saint Lucia is officially open 
for business with Nigeria. The 
bridge is built, and the journey 
has just begun.

Women are central to 
the growth of Nige-
ria’s small and me-

dium-sized enterprises but re-
main significantly constrained 
by limited access to capital, 
Miriam Olusanya, Guaranty 
Trust Bank’s managing direc-
tor/chief executive officer, said 
on Thursday, calling for a de-
liberate redesign of the finan-
cial system to unlock their full 
potential.

Speaking at the Association 
of Professional Women Bank-
ers (APWB) Women’s Marquee 
event in Lagos, Olusanya said 
women-led businesses account 
for a substantial share of eco-
nomic activity across Nigeria 
and other African markets, yet 
are persistently underserved by 
formal financial institutions.

“Women are not just partic-
ipants in the financial system; 
they are multipliers,” she said. 
“When women gain access to 
finance, the benefits extend be-
yond individual businesses to 
households and entire commu-
nities. But today, many of these 
businesses remain undercapi-
talised and unable to scale.”

Her remarks come at a time 
when Nigeria’s financial system 
is undergoing rapid transfor-
mation, driven by digital pay-
ments, data-led lending models 
and broader financial inclusion 
efforts. While these shifts have 
expanded access for millions, 
Olusanya noted that the gains 
have been uneven, with wom-
en disproportionately excluded 
from credit and formal finan-
cial services.

She pointed out that finan-

“This is innovation ground-
ed in lived experience,” she 
said. “When women design 
financial products, they start 
with human needs, not tech-
nology.”

She also emphasised the 
need for stronger institutions 
to support scale, noting that 
innovation alone is insufficient 
without capital strength, gov-
ernance and trust. “Financial 
systems are built on credibility, 
and credibility must be earned 
over time,” she said.

Olusanya linked the push 
for inclusion to broader eco-
nomic opportunities, includ-
ing rising intra-African trade, 
which is expected to increase 
demand for efficient payment 
systems, trade finance and set-
tlement infrastructure.

She added that recent re-
forms aimed at strengthening 
Nigeria’s banking system un-
derscore the importance of 
stability in driving sustainable 
disruption. “Disruption built 
on instability is fragile, but 
disruption built on strength is 
transformative,” she said.

Ultimately, she said, lead-
ership will determine whether 
the financial system evolves to 
meet the needs of underserved 
groups, particularly wom-
en-led businesses.

“The question is not wheth-
er disruption will happen, but 
who it will serve,” Olusanya 
said. “If we are intentional 

about inclusion, we can unlock 
significant economic value 
and ensure that growth is both 
broad-based and sustainable.”

In her opening remarks, 
Rafiat Onitiri, chairman of 
the Association of Profession-
al Women Bankers, has urged 
women in the financial sector 
to embrace innovation and po-
sition themselves as drivers of 
transformation in an evolving 
global economy.

 Rafiat Onitiri, chairman of 
the Association of Profession-
al Women Bankers, said the 
financial services industry in 
Nigeria and globally is under-
going a significant shift driven 
by innovation, stressing that 
disruption should be seen as a 
force for positive transforma-
tion rather than instability. She 
noted that while traditional 
banks have made considerable 
progress, the rise of fintechs 
has accelerated change by chal-
lenging existing models and 
expanding what is possible. 
“Disruption is not about neg-
ative destruction; it is about 
positive transformation,” she 
said, adding that the indus-
try must continue to evolve in 
ways that improve access, effi-
ciency and impact.

She emphasised that the 
current wave of innovation 
from artificial intelligence to 
digital finance has created 
opportunities for a new gen-
eration of female leaders to 
emerge and shape the future 
of the sector. According to her, 
many women are already lever-
aging these changes to drive 
inclusion and deliver practical 
solutions across the financial 
ecosystem. 

rier.
The partnership will have a 

significant impact on trade and 
investment. Saint Lucia's ad-
vanced manufacturing sector 
will benefit from Nigeria's vast 
consumer market, while Nige-

cial exclusion in Nigeria re-
mains deeply gendered, with 
women more likely to operate 
in informal sectors, less like-
ly to have access to structured 
credit, and underrepresent-
ed in decision-making roles 
across banking and finance.

Despite significant growth 
in digital transactions, now 
running into hundreds of tril-
lions of naira annually, she said 
large segments of the popula-
tion, particularly women-led 
enterprises, continue to face 
barriers in accessing finance 
needed for expansion.

Olusanya argued that ad-
dressing this gap is not just a 
social imperative but a com-
mercial opportunity for banks 
and financial institutions. “In-
clusion is not charity; it is a 
growth strategy,” she said, add-
ing that expanding access to 
underserved segments would 
deepen markets and drive sus-
tainable economic growth.

She identified access to 
credit as a critical constraint, 
noting that traditional collater-
al-based lending models often 
fail to reflect the realities of 
informal and small-scale busi-
nesses. Instead, she called for 
greater adoption of data-driv-
en approaches that assess cash 
flows, transaction histories and 
business ecosystems to design 
more responsive financing 
solutions.

“The future of credit lies 

in better use of data,” she said. 
“This is about aligning finance 
with how businesses actually 
operate, not lowering stan-
dards but improving insight.”

Beyond access to capital, 
Olusanya highlighted struc-
tural barriers that continue to 
limit women’s participation in 
finance, including cultural con-
straints, lower levels of digital 
access and literacy, and limited 
representation in leadership 
and policy-making roles.

She stressed that true finan-
cial disruption must go beyond 
technology to address these 
systemic challenges. “Disrup-
tion is not just about apps or 

platforms; it is about expand-
ing access, reducing costs, 
improving transparency, and 
bringing more people into the 
formal economy,” she said.

Drawing on traditional 
financial practices such as in-
formal savings groups and ro-
tating credit systems, Olusanya 
noted that women have long 
played a role in building resil-
ient, community-based finan-
cial structures. Today, she said, 
these models are increasingly 
being translated into digital 
platforms, micro-lending tools 
and payment solutions tailored 
to real household and business 
needs.

cross-cultural understanding 
and exchange.

The appointment of H.E. 
Justin Nwabuisi and the launch 
of the dedicated portal (.nfo@
consulstlucia.ng ) marks the 
official beginning of this chap-
ter. "The timing reflects a con-
vergence of national interests 
that makes collaboration im-
perative," says the Consulate. 
With this partnership, Nigeria 
and Saint Lucia prove the At-
lantic is a highway, not a bar-

ria will gain from Saint Lucia's 
expertise in sustainable de-
velopment. This collaboration 
will drive economic growth, 
create jobs, and improve living 
standards.

The cultural exchange be-

Saint Lucia is 
officially open 
for business 
with Nigeria. 
The bridge is 
built, and the 
journey has just 
begun
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Introduction

In Africa, just as malaria is rampant and 
prevalent, so is, food crisis. It is one of the 
most urgent challenges affecting human 
lives in the 21st century and even more 
pitiful for a continent with several evi-

dences of being agriculturally virile. High farm-
ing practices and agricultural ventures cannot 
support livelihoods in Africa. Over 60% of its 
population are found struggling with food in-
security. You know the statistics are bad when 
The United Nations’ State of Food Security and 
Nutrition in the World (SOFI) 2025 report re-
veals that over 307 million Africans, which is 
more than 20% of the continent’s population, 
were chronically undernourished in 2024. Pro-
jections indicate that by 2030, Africa could be 
home to nearly 60% of the world’s most hungry 
individuals. Factors like conflict, climate shocks, 
economic pressures, and systemic inefficiencies 
have all taken a toll on food systems, while cuts 
to humanitarian aid are making it even harder 
to respond effectively. 

Top agro-economic analysts are in a prime 
position to create data-driven, sustainable solu-
tions. By identifying the root causes, shaping 
policy, and directing investments, these analysts 

Agro-economic analysis: How top 
analysts can engineer sustainable 
solutions to Africa’s food crisis

Dealing with insecurity beyond 
campaign rhetoric

connect smallholders to buyers, input suppliers, 
and credit markets.

b. Post-Harvest Infrastructure: Analysts put 
forward that we see storage, processing, and 
transport issues. We see that development of 
cold storage, local processing centers, and ru-
ral road networks play a key role in reducing 
post-harvest losses which in some regions may 
account for 30-40% of total produce loss from 
farm to market.

c. Climate-Smart Agriculture: Through the 
use of climate smart practices which include 
agroforestry, conservation agriculture, and 
drought tolerant seed varieties we see growth 
in productivity and resilience. Also, by looking 
at pilot programs and cost benefit issues we are 
able to put forth which practices scale and are 
appropriate to the context.

Africa's food problems are deep-seated; they 
come from wars, flaky weather, not enough 
money put into things, and clunky systems. 
The best agro-economic analysts are like skilled 
builders when it comes to making lasting, pos-
itive changes.

Analysts can really help Africa grow for the 
long haul. By pushing for policies based on real 
data and making sure everyone in the food sup-
ply chain benefits, they can build strong food 
systems. This means fewer people go hungry 
and folks in rural areas earn more. 

can help steer Africa’s food systems towards re-
silience, fairness, and lasting food security.

Structural drivers of Africa’s food insecuri-
ty

 To grasp Africa's food crisis, we need to un-
derstand its economic and environmental roots:

One. Widespread Hunger and Food Insecuri-
ty: Recent UN reports show that hunger in Af-
rica is more common than in other parts of the 
world. Over 20% of people don't have enough to 
eat — more than double the world average. In 
areas hit by conflict, like West and Central Af-
rica, food shortages are likely to affect about 50 
million people during lean times. This happens 
because of fighting harsh weather, and high 
food costs.

Two. Conflict and Safety Issues: Long-last-
ing fights — in countries like Nigeria, Mali, 
South Sudan, and the Democratic Republic of 
Congo — force millions to leave their homes. 
This messes up farming and food markets. For 
instance, the UN's World Food Programme 
warned that northeast Nigeria was facing its 
worst hunger problem in ten years. This was be-
cause less aid was coming in at the same time 
as ongoing attacks by militants, which made it 
much harder to grow and get food.

Three. Climate Variability and Extreme 
Weather: Particularly in semi-arid areas, climate 
change exacerbates droughts, floods, and unpre-
dictable seasons. For smallholder farmers, who 
make up the majority of African agriculture, 
these occurrences lower yields, deteriorate soils, 
and raise production costs and uncertainty. 

Four. Underfunded Agriculture: Despite the 
importance of agriculture, food security sectors 
receive a disproportionately small share of de-
velopment financing (as low as ~3% compared 
with 33% for humanitarian aid), which restricts 

market development, infrastructure, and tech-
nology adoption. When taken as a whole, these 
structural factors show that Africa's food crisis 
is a long-term economic problem that calls for 
comprehensive, empirically supported solu-
tions rather than just a short-term emergency.

Analyst-led strategies for sustainable food 
systems

Top analysts must approach the crisis not as 
isolated problems but with holistic, cross-sector 
strategies. Below are two domains where ana-
lysts can engineer sustainable solutions: 

One. Data-Led Policy and Institutional In-
novations

Analysts perform a role of critical impor-
tance in converting raw data into actionable 
insights for public policy. Governments and re-
gional bodies in the African continent require 
high-quality, timely data systems that enable 
real-time monitoring of hunger indicators, crop 
conditions, prices, and livestock health. They 
also help policymakers anticipate disruptions 
and trigger targeted interventions through pre-
dictive analytics and modern data platforms - 
using satellite imagery, weather forecasts, and 
market prices.

Two. Transformative Inclusive Value Chain.
To achieve sustainable food security, we must 

improve the food value chains which goes from 
production through to consumption also which 
in turn will see farmers get fair price for their 
produce, reduce waste, and access markets bet-
ter.

a. Empowering Smallholders: Most in Afri-
ca we see that the majority of food producers 
are smallholders. What we do see is that by 
accessing quality inputs, extension services, 
and affordable finance we may see increases in 
production. Also, that which analysts can do is 
put in place mobile platforms which in turn will 

•Davola is a seasoned Investment Banking 
and Business Analyst with extensive expertise 
in technological research, strategic analysis, 
and emerging market trends. Currently 
serving at Bank of America, he leverages 
his deep analytical acumen to drive data-
driven decision-making, optimise investment 
strategies, and enhance operational efficiencies.

DAMILARE DAVOLA

Whoever controls the inse-
curity narrative in Nige-
ria today often controls 
the political momen-
tum. Ahead of the 2015 

presidential election, the All Progressives 
Congress (APC) built a formidable cam-
paign around this reality and took the Jon-
athan-led administration to the cleaners. In 
doing so, it fundamentally altered the com-
plexion of Nigeria’s political landscape.

Historically, Nigeria has grappled with 
violence. The instability that crippled the 
Western Region in the First Republic was se-
vere. Yet, it pales in comparison to the scale 
of terrorism, banditry, and kidnapping for 
ransom that gripped the nation in the lead-
up to 2015. The country was, by all practical 
measures, under siege.

Against this backdrop, the opposition 
weaponised language—cluelessness and 

incompetence—turning insecurity into 
the central campaign issue. It worked. The 
promise was clear: fix insecurity, restore or-
der, reclaim the state. But nearly a decade 
later, the results tell a more troubling story—
we have slid deeper into the abyss.

At the time, many Nigerians believed that 
General Muhammadu Buhari, a former mil-
itary ruler and civil war veteran, possessed 
the discipline and strategic depth to end the 
crisis swiftly. His supporters reinforced this 
belief, insisting that the problem persisted 
only because the incumbent government 
lacked both will and integrity. The electorate 
bought into that narrative.

With strong international alignment and 
a relentless domestic campaign, the message 
resonated. Power changed hands. But more 
importantly, a precedent was set: insecurity 
had become a decisive electoral weapon—a 
trump card to be deployed from one politi-
cal dispensation to the next.

Since then, the crisis has not only per-
sisted; it has metastasised. What was once 
concentrated in parts of the North-East and 
North-West has spread across the country, 
assuming new forms and labels. No region 
is entirely insulated.

For the average Nigerian, this raises a funda-
mental question: how can a problem so central to 
national survival remain so resistant to solution, 
despite massive budgetary allocations and repeat-
ed political promises? Increasingly, insecurity has 
become less of a governance priority and more of 
a seasonal campaign tool—recycled, repackaged, 
and redeployed during elections.

Government narratives continue to em-
phasise progress—terrorists neutralised, 
territories reclaimed, threats degraded. Yet, 
on the ground, a different reality unfolds: 
resurgent attacks, rising kidnappings, and 
communities routinely displaced. The dis-
connect is stark.

It is therefore not unreasonable to ask: 
why does insecurity appear to intensify 
around electoral cycles? Some analysts point 
to longstanding allegations that political 
actors have, at various times, enabled or 
exploited armed groups for strategic advan-
tage. Whether through tacit tolerance, po-
litical patronage, or outright complicity, the 
consequences have been devastating. When 
such forces outlive their political usefulness, 
they mutate into enduring national threats.

For the electorate, the implications are so-
bering. Campaign promises are no longer 

sufficient. What is required is transparen-
cy—identifying and exposing networks that 
finance and sustain violence. Where the state 
appears reluctant, opposition forces and civil 
society must step in to demand accountability.

Ultimately, Nigerians are not just wea-
ry—they are disillusioned. Kidnapping has 
evolved into a multi-billion-naira enterprise. 
Terror operates with alarming regularity. In-
surgency shows signs of resurgence rather 
than retreat. Yet, the political class continues 
to frame the crisis in convenient soundbites.

This must change.
Any government genuinely committed 

to ending insecurity must begin with in-
trospection. It must strengthen intelligence 
architecture, address the complex realities 
of conflict infiltration, and decisively dis-
mantle the financial and logistical pipelines 
that sustain violent groups. Equally critical is 
tightening border controls and curbing the 
proliferation of small arms.

Until these structural issues are confront-
ed head-on, insecurity will remain what it 
has increasingly become—a tool of political 
convenience rather than a problem of urgent 
resolution. And Nigerians will continue to 
pay the price.

DAVE BARO-THOMAS
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State police: A strategic path 
forward for Nigeria

The call for state police has gained 
renewed traction as Nigeria faces 
increasingly complex internal secu-
rity threats, including kidnapping, 
banditry, insurgency, communal vi-

olence, and organised crime. 
 While the idea of state policing merits seri-

ous consideration within a federal system, Ni-
geria must proceed with caution. At this stage of 
national development, the institutional capacity 
required to sustain an effective decentralised 
policing structure may not yet be fully in place.

 A key concern lies in the risk of political 
control over state-level security institutions. 
Nigeria’s political environment remains highly 
competitive, and in many states the institutional 
safeguards required to prevent the misuse of law 
enforcement powers are still evolving. 

 Without strong constitutional and adminis-
trative protections, state police forces could po-
tentially be influenced by local political actors, 
thereby undermining their neutrality and the 
rule of law.

 Equally important is the uneven governance 
capacity across Nigeria’s states. Our federation 
is characterised by wide disparities in fiscal 
strength, administrative capability, and institu-
tional maturity. 

 While some states may have the capacity to 
maintain professional security institutions, oth-
ers may struggle to fund, train, and properly su-
pervise a police force. Introducing state policing 
under these conditions risks creating an uneven 

frameworks. These principles should guide Ni-
geria’s approach to policing reform.

 This is therefore a moment for strategic pa-
tience and national coordination, not insti-
tutional fragmentation. Rather than rushing 
toward the immediate creation of state police, 
Nigeria’s national security stakeholders includ-
ing the Presidency, the National Assembly, 
NPF, state governments, and policy institutions 
should focus on building the enabling condi-
tions that would allow such a system to succeed 
in the future.

 Key recommendations before considering 
state police

Transform and modernize the Nigerian Police 
Force (NPF): The immediate national priority 
should be the comprehensive reform of the NPF. 
This includes modern recruitment standards, 
improved training infrastructure, better officer 
welfare and compensation, and the provision of 
modern equipment and technology consistent 
with global policing standards.

 Establish a national policing standards 
framework: Before decentralisation can be con-
sidered, Nigeria must develop a unified national 
policing doctrine that defines operational stan-
dards, training requirements, accountability 
mechanisms, and command structures for all 
policing institutions. 

 In this regard, the 2020 Police Act provides 
an important legislative foundation and should 
be revisited and strengthened where necessary 
to reinforce a comprehensive National Policing 
Standards Framework capable of guiding future 
reforms.

 Strengthen governance and institutional 

oversight: Independent oversight bodies, civil-
ian review systems, and judicial safeguards must 
be strengthened to ensure that policing authori-
ty, whether federal or state, remains accountable 
to the rule of law and public trust.

 Reassert government presence in ungov-
erned spaces: Nigeria must prioritize the stabi-
lization of areas where state authority remains 
weak. Strengthening intelligence coordination, 
expanding security infrastructure, and improv-
ing federal security presence will help restore 
government control and reduce security vulner-
abilities.

 The discussion around state police is an im-
portant and necessary one for Nigeria’s future. 
However, the long-term success of such a system 
will depend on strong institutions, disciplined 
governance, and professional security standards. 

 For now, the most patriotic and strategic 
course of action is to strengthen the institutions 
we already have, build the necessary safeguards, 
and create the conditions that will allow any fu-
ture decentralization of policing to succeed.  

Nigeria’s security challenges demand unity of 
purpose, institutional discipline, and thoughtful 
reform. With coordinated leadership and sus-
tained commitment from national stakeholders, 
the country can build a policing architecture 
that is both effective and worthy of public trust.

•Dada is a security and foreign policy profes-
sional and the principal and managing director of 
Provisio Global Consulting, an integrated security 
solutions firm specializing in security strategy and 
framework development, technical advisory, and 
operational security.

KAMEEL ‘DEMOLA DADA
and fragmented security architecture.

 Nigeria must also confront the reality of sig-
nificant ungoverned or weakly governed spaces 
across parts of the country. In several regions, 
particularly in rural and remote areas, the pres-
ence of government authority remains limited. 

 These environments require coordinated 
national security responses, intelligence in-
tegration, and unified command structures. 
Fragmenting the policing framework before 
addressing these territorial security gaps may 
inadvertently complicate national security co-
ordination.

 Perhaps most importantly, Nigeria must fo-
cus on strengthening the Nigerian Police Force 
(NPF), which remains the country’s primary 
institution for internal security. The NPF re-
quires significant modernization to align with 
contemporary global policing standards. 

 Recruitment systems must be strengthened 
to attract capable personnel, training institu-
tions must be modernised, officer welfare and 
compensation must be improved, and officers 
must be equipped with modern tools and tech-
nology necessary to perform their duties effec-
tively. 

A strong, professional, and well-equipped 
national police force remains the cornerstone 
of any successful policing architecture. From an 
operational standpoint, experience within the 
security advisory sector consistently reinforces 
the importance of institutional discipline before 
structural expansion. 

 Organizations such as Provisio Global Con-
sulting observe that effective security systems 
depend on strong governance structures, pro-
fessional standards, and coordinated command 

Substance over spectacle: Understanding 
the work of Princess Cristina Rubini

True influence is not measured by vol-
ume, but by outcomes. It is defined by 
the ability to translate vision into en-
during results. In this regard, H.R.H. 

Princess Lutzk, Princess of Távora, Duchess of 
Borbón-Braganza, Countess of Castro, Dr. Celia 
Cristina stands as a distinctive figure, operating 
at the intersection of historical legacy and mod-
ern executive leadership.

Her profile reflects a rare synthesis of monar-
chic heritage and corporate acumen. Drawing 
upon her background in diplomacy, sociology, 
and business, Dr. Rubini directs her expertise to-
ward actionable humanitarian development. Her 
leadership is neither symbolic nor ceremonial; it 
is operational, structured, and outcome-driven.

As President of Andromeda Light Cities and 
DOSM Foundation Corp, and Chairwoman of 
Trinity Trading Groups, she has demonstrated a 
sustained commitment to large-scale initiatives 
across technology, logistics, and infrastructure. 
These efforts are not merely economic in orien-
tation, but are designed to integrate growth with 
human development, an approach that reflects 
both strategic foresight and social responsibility.

On the diplomatic front, Ambassador Rubini’s 
engagements have extended to collaboration with 
the Brazilian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, where she 
has been involved in facilitating international coop-
eration, including the transfer of technology across 
borders. Her contributions have also intersected with 
legislative processes, with reported involvement in 
the drafting and approval of key legal frameworks 
in Brazil, including reforms relating to immigration, 
harm reduction, and alternative food systems.

Her global influence is further reflected in her 
role as World President of the Council of Empow-
ered Ladies International (CELI), where she over-
sees a network of approximately 86,000 women 
across 52 nations. Under her leadership, the or-
ganisation has pursued measurable outcomes, in-
cluding advocacy efforts that have contributed to 
legal reforms, such as custody law adjustments in 
Egypt. This reflects a model of philanthropy that 
is structured with executive precision rather than 
symbolic engagement.

Her contributions have been recognised inter-
nationally, with peace and leadership awards con-
ferred across multiple regions, including the Phil-
ippines, Sweden, Japan, and South Korea, further 
underscoring the breadth of her global engagement.

In an age increasingly defined by immediacy 
and spectacle, there remain individuals whose 
influence is neither loud nor transient, but mea-
sured, deliberate, and enduring. Princess Celia 
Cristina Rubini stands among such figures, her 
work distinguished by intellectual depth, glob-
al engagement, and a sustained commitment to 
purposeful inquiry.

Her career reflects not merely the pursuit of 
academic distinction, but a broader dedication to 
applying knowledge in addressing contemporary 
challenges. In this respect, she occupies a space 
that bridges scholarship and societal relevance, 
embodying a model of engagement that is both 
thoughtful and impactful.

At the core of her work lies a commitment to 
research that extends beyond theoretical abstrac-
tion. Her contributions suggest a deliberate effort 
to position knowledge as a tool not only for un-
derstanding, but for improvement. This approach 
situates her within a tradition of scholars who 
view intellectual inquiry as a means of engaging 
with the complexities of the modern world.

Her academic pursuits demonstrate an ability 
to traverse interdisciplinary boundaries, engag-
ing issues that cut across social, cultural, and in-
stitutional frameworks. Such breadth lends her 
work a relevance that extends well beyond the 
confines of any single discipline.

The scope of Princess Rubini’s impact is most 
evident in her international engagements. Her 
work has resonated across multiple regions, re-
flecting a pattern of involvement that is both di-
verse and sustained. Through academic collabo-
ration, institutional participation, and diplomatic 
exchange, she has contributed to conversations 
that transcend geographic and cultural divides.

Central to her approach is a grounding in hu-
man-centred values. Across her engagements, 
there is a consistent emphasis on dignity, equity, 
and social progress. Her work reflects an under-
standing that research and leadership must re-

main connected to the lived realities of individ-
uals and communities.

In a contemporary landscape where visibility 
is often mistaken for influence, Princess Rubi-
ni offers a contrasting model. Her authority is 
derived not from prominence alone, but from 
consistency, intellectual rigour, and corporate 
integrity. This quiet authority has enabled her to 
build credibility over time, earning respect across 
professional and international circles.

As global dynamics continue to evolve, the 
relevance of Dr. Rubini’s work remains undimin-
ished. Her ability to adapt to emerging challeng-
es while maintaining a coherent intellectual and 
strategic framework speaks to the strength of her 
vision. She recognises that lasting impact is sel-
dom the result of sudden transformation, but of 
measured, deliberate, and enduring action.

Her career stands as a testament to the value 
of disciplined inquiry, structured leadership, and 
sustained engagement. It reflects a philosophy 
grounded in continuity rather than immediacy, 
and in substance rather than spectacle.

To consider the work of Dr. Cristina Rubini 
is to encounter a model of influence that is both 
understated and far-reaching. Her contributions, 
though not always accompanied by spectacle, 
carry a significance that extends well beyond the 
present moment.

In a world increasingly drawn to the transient, 
her example serves as a reminder that true im-
pact is cultivated over time, through knowledge, 
integrity, and an unwavering commitment to the 
advancement of humanity.

LEILAH ZAHARADEEN
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Perspective

On Nigerian social media, one 
pattern stands out: Nigerians 
living in the United Kingdom, 
Canada, the United States, and 
parts of Europe frequently post 

videos and threads describing how hard life 
abroad has become. Yet across Australia and 
New Zealand, Nigerians remain noticeably 
quieter. The disparity

raises an important question: why does the 
same Nigerian migration story produce such 
different levels of public frustration? Experts 
and everyday migrants point to a mix of eco-
nomic environment, job markets, immigra-
tion pathways, and lifestyle differences.

Cost of living reality vs. expectations
For many Nigerians in Europe and North 

America, life abroad feels tougher than ex-
pected. In London, a Nigerian student pays 
£1,100–£1,400 per month for a single room, 
often sharing bathrooms and kitchens with 
several occupants. In Dublin, a Nigerian fam-
ily of four spends nearly €2,500 in monthly 
rent, excluding childcare. In Toronto, the 
average cost of a one-bedroom apartment is 
now CAD

$2,300–$2,600 per month, with grocery 
costs up almost 20percent since 2021. Nige-
rian nurses in the US often work two or three 
12-hour shifts per week to keep up with rent, 
car payments, and health insurance.

By contrast, in Australia and New Zealand, 
a Nigerian professional in Perth typical-
ly pays AUD $450–$600 per week for a full 

both countries also discourages public com-
plaining. A quieter online community natu-
rally produces fewer viral frustration posts.

Quality of life and work–life balance
Australia and New Zealand consistent-

ly rank among the top countries for overall 
quality of life, safety, access to nature, and 
family-friendly policies. Australian cities like 
Melbourne, Sydney and Adelaide regular-
ly appear in the Top 10 Most Liveable Cities 
in the world. New Zealand offers guaranteed 
paid parental leave, strong public schooling, 
and one of the safest environments globally. 
Many Nigerians report being able to leave 
work at 4–5 pm and spend evenings with 
family, something often impossible for mi-
grants doing night shifts in the UK or Can-
ada. One Nigerian father in Wellington said: 
“My children walk to school safely. I earn 
enough. Life is peaceful. Why should I com-
plain on the internet?”

The takeaway
The global Nigerian diaspora is far from 

uniform. The louder frustrations coming 
from Europe, the UK, Canada and the USA 
are rooted in real challenges, high cost of 
living, unstable immigration pathways, and 
job barriers. The quieter satisfaction from 
Australia and New Zealand reflects stronger 
professional outcomes, clearer migration sys-
tems, and calmer lifestyles. Same homeland. 
Different destinations.

Different lived experiences and social me-
dia simply amplify the contrast.

•Dr. Chikwem is an immigration expert 
practising in both Australia and New Zealand, 
and Co-Founder of RAC Migration and Edu-
cation Services, providing strategic advice and 
comprehensive migration services.

Why Nigerian migrants thrive in Australia but 
struggle in Europe and North America

ROY CHIKWEM

apartment, not a single room. In Auckland, 
families report spending NZD $650–$750 per 
week for 2–3-bedroom homes, but with wag-
es that comfortably match the cost. Minimum 
wage standards in Australia (currently AUD 
$24.95/hour) and New Zealand (currently 
NZD $23.15/hour) are among the highest 
globally. 

This wage-to-cost balance means Nigerians 
in Australia and New Zealand stabilise finan-
cially faster and have fewer reasons to take 
frustrations online.

Immigration pathways and stress levels
Immigration systems play a major role in 

emotional stress. Nigerian students in the 
UK face strict 20-hour weekly work limits, 
leaving many unable to pay rising bills. Post-
study visas are uncertain, and

some students are forced to leave after two 
years despite heavy investment. Canada’s 
massive backlog means some Nigerians wait 
2–3 years for permanent residency, leading to 
anxiety and unstable employment.

Meanwhile, in Australia and New Zealand, 
skilled Nigerian workers often arrive with vi-
sas that allow full-time work and clear path-
ways to permanent residency. 

Occupations like nursing, engineering, IT, 
education, construction and social work are 
on government priority lists, meaning faster 
approvals. A Nigerian social worker in Mel-
bourne typically secures PR within 1–2 years, 
while a similar applicant in Ontario could 
wait 3–5 years due to volume and backlog. A 
predictable migration journey leads to fewer 
public complaints.

Job market differences
Nigerians in Europe and North America 

often struggle to break into their professions 
due to credential barriers, saturated labour 

markets or the need for “local experience.”
A Nigerian engineer in the UK may work 

as a care assistant for years before obtaining 
certification. In Canada, even master’s degree 
holders often begin their journey in “survival 
jobs” like warehouse work, security or Uber 
driving. In the US, licensing and re-certifica-
tion delays push many qualified professionals 
into unrelated roles.

In Australia and New Zealand, the job mar-
ket actively pulls in skilled migrants because 
of labour shortages. Nigerian nurses, teach-
ers, social workers and engineers frequently 
secure jobs within weeks of arrival. Many Ni-
gerian families report transitioning into mid-
dle-income lifestyles faster than friends in

the UK or Canada. Australia currently lists 
over 110 occupations on its Skilled Shortage 
list, and New Zealand lists over 80, many of 
which match common Nigerian qualifica-
tions. This strong alignment between skills 
and employer demand reduces frustration 
and increases satisfaction.

Community culture and social media be-
haviour

Nigerians in the UK, USA and Canada 
form some of the largest Nigerian diaspora 
communities worldwide, and their social me-
dia presence is louder and more influential. 
TikTok trends like “UK struggle life” or “Can-
ada no dey easy” regularly go viral. 

Nigerian migrants in the US frequently 
share videos about multiple shift jobs and 
high healthcare costs. WhatsApp groups in 
Europe circulate daily

warnings about rising rents and unstable 
job markets. In contrast, Nigerians in Austra-
lia and New Zealand form smaller, tight-knit 
communities that often prioritise privacy, 
stability and low-profile living. The culture in 

From survival to structure: What growth 
really demands from business owners

Business ownership often begins 
with escape. Many founders leave 
paid work in search of control over 
their time, income, and purpose. 
What follows is usually survival. 

Cash flow dictates decisions. Owners chase 
customers, manage operations, and solve 
problems alone. This phase is necessary, but it 
cannot sustain growth. Without a shift in how 
the business is run, survival becomes a ceiling 
rather than a starting point.

Across markets, the pattern is consistent. In 
Nigeria, fintech adoption has surged — with 
over 200 startups and nearly half of Africa’s 
fintech deals concentrated there — yet many 
founders struggle to convert momentum into 
stability. In the United Kingdom, official data 
shows that between 50% and 70% of busi-
nesses fail within three years. These outcomes 
are not driven only by market conditions. 
They reflect the limits of operating without 
structure. Growth is not simply expansion. It 
is the ability to perform consistently as com-
plexity increases.

Survival builds momentum, not capacity

Survival mode prioritises speed and reac-
tion. Owners focus on immediate revenue, 
urgent problems, and personal effort. Deci-
sions are centralised. Knowledge sits in one 
person’s head. When demand rises, cracks 
appear. Missed deadlines, delayed payments, 
and inconsistent service erode trust. The busi-
ness depends on energy rather than capacity.

This is the stage where many founders feel 
busy but stuck. Long hours do not translate 
into progress. Each gain creates new pres-
sure. The business moves only as fast as the 
owner can push it. Survival keeps the enter-
prise alive, but it does not prepare it for scale. 
Without systems and shared responsibility, 
growth increases risk rather than reducing it.

Structure is the turning point
Structure begins when owners step back 

from constant execution and design how the 
business operates. This shift requires delib-
erate choices. Delegation becomes essential. 
Tasks move to people with defined roles. 
Processes are written down. Financial data is 
reviewed regularly. Decisions rely on infor-
mation rather than instinct.

Financial discipline is central to this tran-
sition. Growth demands budgeting, forecast-
ing, and clarity on margins. Owners must 
understand how money moves through the 
business and plan beyond the next month. 
This reduces uncertainty and supports in-

formed investment.
Teams are another requirement. Hiring is 

not about headcount but capability. Bringing 
in skills the owner lacks, allows the business 
to function without constant oversight. Clear 
accountability replaces informal arrange-
ments. Trust grows through structure, not 
proximity.

Systems support consistency. Tools for ac-
counting, project management, and customer 
engagement reduce reliance on memory and 
improvisation. When processes are repeat-
able, quality becomes predictable. This is 
what allows a business to handle higher vol-
umes without losing control.

Structure also changes how owners relate 
to customers. Instead of chasing transactions, 
the focus shifts to retention and feedback. 
Standards replace personal intervention. This 
builds relationships that last beyond individ-
ual interactions.

What growth demands from owners
Growth places clear demands on business 

owners. First, it requires a defined direction. 
Long-term goals guide priorities and prevent 
distraction. Strategy replaces constant reac-
tion.

Second, it requires acceptance of discom-
fort. Letting go of tasks, refusing poor oppor-
tunities, and addressing underperformance 
are necessary. Control gives way to leader-

ship.
Third, it requires attention to risk and com-

pliance. As businesses expand, legal and reg-
ulatory obligations increase. Ignoring them 
exposes the enterprise to avoidable damage. 
Structure protects both reputation and con-
tinuity.

Finally, growth demands leadership de-
velopment. Owners cannot be the only de-
cision-makers. Investing in training and 
mentoring builds a layer of leadership that 
sustains operations and enables further ex-
pansion.

The shift from survival to structure is not 
immediate. It involves cost, learning, and ad-
justment. Yet the alternative is stagnation or 
collapse. Businesses that make this transition 
gain stability, predictable performance, and 
the ability to plan. Owners regain time and 
clarity. Teams function with purpose.

•Ochugbua is a results-driven media and mar-
keting leader with 17+ years of experience, in-
cluding 12 in the media industry. As Digital Sales 
Manager at BusinessDay Media, she drives digi-
tal revenue growth, leads high-performing teams, 
and delivers innovative advertising solutions. A 
certified APCON member and award-winning 
professional, Linda is passionate about mentor-
ship, storytelling, and building transformative 
platforms in Africa’s media space.

LINDA OCHUGBUA
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Perspective

Plans are nothing; planning is ev‑
erything.” It is a line often quot‑
ed in boardrooms and strategy 
retreats. But the person who said 
it almost certainly never tried 

to launch a fintech product across Nige‑
ria’s regulatory landscape while keeping a 
pan‑African expansion timeline and doing 
it securely, at scale, with the right opera‑
tional architecture.

We talk about crypto, web3, and the next 
generation of payment rails as if they exist 
in a frictionless digital realm. In reality, the 
relationship between fintech founders; es‑
pecially at pre‑seed and seed stage and their 
regulators often feels like two parallel lines: 
close, but never meeting. The paradox is 
stark: Nigeria is home to Moniepoint, Flut‑
terwave, and a host of homegrown innova‑
tors that have built the infrastructure mov‑
ing billions of dollars across the continent. 
Yet the policy conversations that determine 
whether the next wave of startups scales ‘or 
stalls’ still happen in silos.

The recent Africa Capital Forum, hosted 
by the Central Bank of Nigeria and the UK 
Foreign, Commonwealth and Development 
Office on the sidelines of President Bola 
Tinubu’s State Visit to London, offered a 
glimpse of what structured engagement can 
look like. CBN Governor Olayemi Cardoso 
used the platform to announce a new Pay‑
ments System Vision for Nigeria, aimed at 
positioning the country as a regional leader 
in digital and cross‑border payments. Min‑
ister of Finance Wale Edun, represented by 
his Special Adviser Sanyade Okoli, under‑
scored that the government alone cannot 
fund growth: “We need to work with part‑
ners who will bring the sticky equity cap‑
ital.” Deputy Governors Muhammad Sani 
Abdullahi and Philip Ikeazor drilled into 
the reopening of capital markets, fintech’s 
role in remittances, and the resilience re‑
quired to manage risk.

But even as these high‑level conversations 
take place, a critical piece of the puzzle re‑
mains under‑represented: the technical tal‑
ent that actually builds, secures, and scales 
the solutions. Cybersecurity experts, frac‑

Why fintech founders and regulators 
still talk past each other and how the 
Spring Meetings could change that
tional AI program managers, and senior 
product leaders are the ones who translate 
policy ambition into deployable infrastruc‑
ture. Without them, even the most vision‑
ary regulatory frameworks remain theoret‑
ical.

The upcoming World Bank Spring Meet‑
ings in April 2026 offer a rare chance to 
break the silo. For one week, Washington, 
D.C., becomes the global capital of eco‑
nomic policy. Finance ministers, central 
bank governors, development financiers, 
and private sector leaders converge. For 
Nigerian fintech founders from early‑stage 
crypto protocols to scaling payment com‑
panies; it is the ideal backdrop for some‑
thing that has been missing for too long: 
a structured, high‑level dialogue where 
they can pitch their software solutions di‑
rectly to the policymakers who define the 
rules of their industry. But this time, they 
should not come alone. They should come 
with their technical leads, their security ar‑
chitects, and the program managers who 
know how to turn a regulatory guideline 
into a production‑grade system.

Not long ago, we sat with a group of 
pre‑seed and seed founders preparing for 
an international roadshow. Their pitch 
decks were pristine. Their unit economics 
were solid. Their regulatory compliance 
boxes were checked. But when we asked 
them when they had last sat with the Min‑
ister of Finance or the CBN Governor out‑
side a crisis: not to lobby, not to complain, 
but to share how their software could solve 
real‑world infrastructure gaps ‘the room 
went quiet’. The silence was telling.

This gap matters. Today’s fintech found‑
ers are building more than payment apps. 
They are building the digital rails for a 
modern economy: Moniepoint has become 
the backbone of agent banking for millions 
of underbanked Nigerians; Flutterwave 
has simplified cross‑border payments for 
businesses across Africa; new crypto and 
web3 startups are experimenting with sta‑
blecoin settlements, decentralised identi‑
ty, and capital market infrastructure that 
could leapfrog legacy systems. Yet the pace 
of policy often lags the pace of innovation. 
And when founders and regulators only 
meet during moments of tension; a curren‑
cy redesign, a crypto ban, a fintech freeze, 
the relationship becomes transactional, not 
strategic.

Moreover, the complexity of today’s fin‑
tech stack demands multi‑disciplinary 
expertise. Cybersecurity specialists are 
essential to ensure that new payment rails 
are resilient against fraud and systemic 
risk. Fractional AI program managers can 
help government agencies and startups 
alike harness machine learning for every‑
thing from fraud detection to credit scor‑
ing, turning regulatory data into actionable 
oversight. Product leaders who have scaled 
platforms across borders bring the opera‑
tional know‑how to align fintech solutions 
with national digital transformation road‑
maps. These are the talents that should be 
in the room when the next Payments Sys‑
tem Vision moves from announcement to 
implementation.

The Spring Meetings offer a differ‑
ent architecture. On the sidelines, there 
is space for something more deliberate: 
a closed‑door session where early‑stage 
founders, alongside their technical and 
security leads, can present their software 
solutions as tools to solve the Ministry of 
Finance’s and CBN’s own stated challeng‑
es. How can crypto rails reduce the cost of 
diaspora remittances? How can web3 infra‑
structure improve transparency in govern‑
ment procurement? How can startups help 
deepen tax collection or streamline sub‑
sidy distribution, and how can fractional 
AI program managers ensure those pilots 
are designed to scale securely? Instead of 
asking for permission, founders would be 
offering to co‑build the solutions, with the 
right expertise already at the table.

What might such a dialogue look like? 
Imagine a curated roundtable with a dozen 
founders representing different segments; 
payments, crypto, web3, lending infra‑
structure, joined by the Minister, the CBN 
Governor, and perhaps a few development 
partners. Alongside them would sit a cy‑
bersecurity lead from one of Nigeria’s top 
fintechs, a fractional AI program manager 
with experience deploying machine learn‑
ing models in regulated environments, and 
a product executive who has successful‑
ly launched cross‑border infrastructure. 
The agenda would not be a laundry list of 
complaints. It would be forward‑looking: 
how to harness crypto rails for cheaper 
cross‑border payments; how to use web3 
for verifiable credentials in financial inclu‑
sion; how to integrate pre‑seed and seed 
startups into the government’s own digital 
transformation roadmaps, with security 
and program governance built in from day 
one. It would be a conversation about mu‑
tual accountability, where software chal‑
lenges meet policy ambitions and technical 
expertise ensures execution.

This is not a novel idea. Other markets 
have used international convenings to re‑
set regulator–industry relationships. India’s 
fintech founders have used G20 finance 
tracks to align on everything from UPI ex‑
pansion to data governance. The UK’s Kali‑
fa Review of fintech was born out of struc‑
tured engagement between industry and 
Treasury, with deep input from technical 
experts. The point is not to copy, but to rec‑
ognise that when policymakers, founders, 
and the technical talent who build the in‑
frastructure sit on the same side of the table 
‘rather than across it’ the entire ecosystem 
moves faster.

For Nigerian fintech, the stakes are high. 
The world is watching our experiment in 
digital financial services. Development fi‑
nance institutions are placing billions be‑
hind digital infrastructure. Multinational 
tech companies are looking to partner or 
acquire. Yet capital follows clarity. And 
clarity comes from relationships built on 
trust, shared understanding, and the visible 
presence of execution talent that can turn 
policy into product.

A single meeting in Washington will not 
solve every friction point. But it can signal 
a new mode of engagement: one where fin‑

tech founders; even at pre‑seed and seed 
stage are treated not as supplicants seeking 
exemptions, but as co‑architects of a sector 
that is central to Nigeria’s economic future. 
And where cybersecurity experts, fraction‑
al AI program managers, and product lead‑
ers are recognised as essential partners in 
building the resilient, scalable infrastruc‑
ture that the government itself needs to 
achieve its goals.

More importantly, such engagement can 
serve as a bridge between two Marylands: 
the vibrant fintech corridor in Lagos, home 
to Moniepoint, Flutterwave, and a growing 
community of crypto and web3 builders 
and the institutional ecosystem in Mary‑
land, United States, where bank officials, 
venture capital firms, and accelerators are 
increasingly looking to back African inno‑
vation. By creating structured handshake 
events on the sidelines of the Spring Meet‑
ings that explicitly include technical tal‑
ent, we can move beyond policy talk and 
into tangible outcomes: diaspora investors 
connecting with pre‑seed founders, US ac‑
celerators scouting their next cohort, and 
transatlantic partnerships that turn regu‑
latory alignment into capital deployment. 
This is how we work with Africans in the 
diaspora not as distant observers, but as ac‑
tive partners in scaling the continent’s most 
promising fintech talent.

On the sidelines of the Spring Meetings, 
the Minister and the CBN Governor will be 
asked to attend dozens of receptions, pan‑
els, and bilateral meetings. We hope they 
will make room for this one “a conversa‑
tion" with the founders and the technical 
experts who are building the software that 
will power the next generation of Nigeria’s 
economy. Because plans are nothing; plan‑
ning is everything. And the best planning 
happens when those who make the rules, 
those who build the future, and those who 
secure and scale it finally sit together.

 

CHASTE INEGBEDION & 
EYITAYO OGUNMOLA

•Inegbedion is a fintech ecosystem builder 
who hosts handshake events on the sidelines 
of major global gatherings, matching found-
ers, nonprofit professionals, and government 
and enterprise leaders. He serves as head 
of Happiness at ConcordeApp and Head of 
Failure & Social Experiments at Semaform 
Foundation.

 
•Ogunmola is founder and CEO of Utiva, 

a global talent infrastructure company that 
has trained over 100,000 people and helps 
companies across the US, UK, and Europe 
hire top talent from more than 39 markets. 
A recognised technology entrepreneur, he has 
held senior roles at Creative Associates and 
Afrissance, and is an alumnus of Chevening, 
Halcyon, and the Jack Ma Foundation Busi-
ness Heroes program.
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From The Parliament

A potential  defection 
by  Ph i l ip  Ag b e s e , 
deputy spokesperson 
o f  t h e  H o u s e  o f 

Representatives, is set to trigger a 
leadership contest within the green 
chamber, as lawmakers prepare to 
resume plenary Tuesday after the 
Sallah break.

Agbese, who represents Ado/
Ogb adib o/Okokwu Fe dera l 
Constituency of Benue State, is 
said to be concluding plans to 
leave the ruling All Progressives 
Congress (APC) for the Labour 
Party ahead of the 2027 election. 
While the move has yet to be 
formally announced, there are 
indications that only procedural 
steps remain.

 His expected exit  carries 
i mpl i c at i ons  b e yond  p ar t y 
a l ig nment .  By  convent ion , 
spokesperson roles in the National 
Assembly are retained by the 
majority party. Should Agbese 
defect, the APC would be required 
to nominate a replacement, setting 

Reps’ leadership may face shuffle as Agbese eyes Labour Party

Fresh waves of political 
defections may be set 
to unsettle the National 
A s s e m b l y  a s  t h e 
ruling All Progressives 

Congress (APC) holds its national 
convention at Eagle Square in 
Abuja, with lawmakers returning 
from the Eid-el-Fitr break amid 
heightened speculation over 
shifting alliances and emerging 
opposition coalitions.

 The convention, which has 
drawn top party leaders, governors 
and federal lawmakers, is already 
being seen as more than a routine 
gathering. 

For many within and outside 
the APC, it represents a strategic 
convergence point where loyalties 
are tested, grievances aired quietly, 
and future alignments subtly 
negotiated ahead of the 2027 
election cycle.

 The timing is significant. The 
National Assembly is expected to 
resume plenary on Tuesday, and 
insiders say the familiar pattern of 
defections that has characterised 
recent legislative sessions could 
intensify as politicians reposition early.

 In both chambers, defections 
have become a recurring feature, 
often announced at the start 
of plenary with letters citing 
“irreconcilable differences” or 
“division within party structures.” 
However, beneath those formal 
justifications lies a deeper game 

Fresh defections loom as APC Convention rekindles 
realignments ahead of NASS resumption

off a quiet contest within its ranks 
for one of the more visible positions 
in the House.

The process will fall under the 
leadership of Tajudeen Abbas, 
Speaker of the House with attention 
likely to focus on how quickly 
the ruling party moves to fill the 
gap and maintain its hold on the 
chamber’s messaging structure.

 Agbese’s planned move is closely 
tied to the prolonged internal crisis 
within the APC in Benue State, 
which has deepened since the 2023 
general election.

The dispute pits Governor 

Hy a c i nt h  A l i a  a g a i ns t  t h e 
Secretary to the Government of 
the Federation, George Akume, in 
a contest for control of the party’s 
structure in the state.

Alia’s emergence as governor 
marked a political shift for the APC 
in Benue, but it did not resolve 
underlying tensions.

Akume, a former governor and a 
central figure in building the party’s 
network in the state, has retained 
significant influence, particularly 
among federal lawmakers.

Since then, both camps have 
struggled to asser t  control . 

Allies of the governor accuse 
Akume of mobilising National 
Assembly members against the 
state government, while Akume’s 
supporters argue that the governor 
has marginalised key stakeholders 
and consolidated decision-making 
within a narrow circle. 

Efforts to reconcile the factions 
have so far failed. Interventions by 
the presidency, the APC national 
leadership, and the Tor Tiv, James 
Ayatse, have not produced a lasting 
resolution.

In  D e c e mb e r  2 0 2 5 ,  Vi c e 
President Kashim Shettima warned 
that the dispute could have “grave 
consequences” if unresolved ahead 
of the next election cycle.

The standoff has effectively split 
the APC in Benue into rival blocs, 
with implications for candidate 
selection and party cohesion as 
2027 approaches. For lawmakers 
aligned with either side, political 
calculations are increasingly shaped 
by where they stand within that 
divide.

 Agbese is widely seen as aligned 
with the Akume camp, placing him 

at odds with the governor, who is 
expected to play a decisive role in 
determining APC candidates in 
the state. 

His reported planned move to the 
Labour Party is therefore viewed as 
both a strategic repositioning and a 
response to the uncertainty within 
the APC.

Sources  famil iar  with the 
development said the defection is 
largely settled, but has been delayed 
by the need to formally notify the 
Speaker and the ongoing legislative 
recess.

“He has concluded the process. 
What remains is  the formal 
announcement, which will be done 
in line with House procedures,” a 
lawmaker said.

 When the House reconvenes, 
the development is expected 
to move from speculation to 
for m a l  a c t i on .  B e yond  t he 
immediate vacancy it  would 
create, the episode underscores 
how internal party disputes at the 
state level are beginning to shape 
alignments within the National 
Assembly.

of political survival and access to 
power.

 Several lawmakers, particularly 
from opposition parties, are believed 
to be weighing their options, with 
some already attending APC events 
or maintaining close contact with 
party leaders. 

 The convention provides an 
opportunity for such lawmakers to 
signal interest, test reception, and 
potentially finalise moves.

The APC’s dominance at the 
federal level continues to make it an 
attractive destination, especially for 
legislators seeking political security, 
committee influence, or alignment 
with the executive ahead of future 
elections.

 The convention is not just 
about party administration; it is a 
marketplace of political interest. 

 Yet, while the ruling party 
appears to be consolidating, a 
paral lel  development in the 
opposition space is adding a new 

layer of intrigue.
 Talk of a possible alliance 

between Peter Obi and Rabiu 
Musa Kwankwaso of the New 
Nigeria Peoples Party (NNPP) 
potentially under the platform of 
the African Democratic Congress 
(ADC), has gained traction in 
recent weeks. Though no formal 
announcement has been made, the 
mere speculation is already sending 
ripples through the political 
establishment.

The idea of an Obi-Kwankwaso 
ticket is being framed by some 
opposition figures as a strategic 
merger capable of challenging the 
APC’s dominance by combining 
regional strengths and voter bases. 

Obi’s  appeal among urban 
and youth voters, particularly in 
the South-East and parts of the 
South-South, could complement 
Kwankwaso’s influence in Kano. For 
lawmakers, this evolving scenario 
presents both an opportunity and 

a dilemma.
 On one hand,  a  credible 

opposition coalition could offer 
an alternative platform for those 
reluctant to join the APC but 
dissatisfied with their current 
parties. On the other hand, the 
uncertainty surrounding such an 
alliance including its structure, 
leadership and viability may push 
risk-averse politicians toward the 
relative stability of the ruling party.

 This is a moment of calculation 
for politicians especially lawmakers. 

“Do you move now to the APC 
and secure your place early, or 
do you wait and see if a strong 
opposition coalition emerges? That 
is the question many lawmakers 
are asking.

Within the National Assembly, 
recent months have already seen a 
steady erosion of opposition ranks, 
raising concerns about the weakening 
of legislative checks and balances.

 Civil society organisations 
have warned that continued 
defections could further tilt the 
balance of power in favour of the 
executive, undermining democratic 
accountability.

 The anticipated new round 
of  defect ions  could deepen 
those concerns, particularly if it 
involves high-profile lawmakers or 
significant blocs from opposition 
parties.

 There is also the question of 
how party leaderships will respond. 
Opposit ion part ies ,  a lready 
grappling with internal divisions, 
may find it difficult to stem the 

tide if members perceive better 
prospects elsewhere.

 Meanwhile, the APC will be 
under pressure to manage incoming 
members without exacerbating 
internal rivalries or alienating 
existing stakeholders.

 At the convention ground, 
much of this political maneuvering 
remains behind the scenes, even 
as public attention focuses on 
speeches, resolutions and party 
structure. 

However, seasoned observers 
note that the real significance 
of such gatherings often lies in 
the informal conversations and 
side meetings that shape future 
developments.

 As lawmakers prepare to 
reconvene, the atmosphere in Abuja 
is one of anticipation. Will the next 
plenary session open with another 
wave of defection letters? Will the 
opposition coalesce around a new 
platform, or continue to fragment?

 For now, the signals are mixed 
but unmistakable: Nigeria’s political 
landscape is once again in motion, 
with the APC convention serving 
as a catalyst and the National 
Assembly as the immediate theatre 
where the consequences will unfold.

 The coming weeks will likely 
determine whether the current 
drift toward one-party dominance 
continues, or whether emerging 
alliances can alter the trajectory. 

 Either way, the interplay between 
defections, party strategy, and 
electoral calculations is set to define 
the next phase of legislative politics 
in the country.

RED CHAMBER

GREEN CHAMBER

GODSGIFT ONYEDINEFU,  Abuja 
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5 outfit formulas for days you 
have “nothing to wear”

ESTHER EMOEKPERE 

The re  i s  a  sp e c i f i c 
kind of frustration 
t h a t  c o m e s  w i t h 

standing in front of a full 
wardrobe and still feeling 
like you have absolutely 
nothing to wear. It is rarely 
about not having enough 
clothes—it is usually about 
not knowing how to put 
them together in a way that 
feels effortless and right for 
the moment.

T hat  i s  w he re  out f i t 
formulas come in. Instead 
of overthinking every piece, 
you rely on combinations 
that already work. They take 
the pressure off decision-
making and help you look 
put-together without trying 
too hard. On days when 
your creativity is low but 
expectations are high, these 
are the formulas that save 
you.
T h e  “ c l e a n  b a s e  + 
statement piece” formula.

Star t  with something 
simple, think a plain top 
and jeans, a neutral dress, 
or even a basic two-piece in 
black, white, or beige. These 
pieces act as a blank canvas 
t h at  d o e s  n ot  c omp e te 
for attention.Then bring 
in one standout item—a 
s t r uc ture d  b lazer,  b old 
handbag, statement heels, 
or eye-catching jewelr y. 
This single addition shifts 
the entire outfit from basic 
to  intent ional .  It  works 
because you are not trying 
to do too much; you are just 
giving the eye one place 
to focus, which makes the 
whole look feel balanced 
and put-together.
The “monochrome look”

Monochrome dressing 
is one of the easiest ways 
t o  l o o k  p o l i s h e d  w i t h 
minimal  e f for t .  Choose 
one color and build your 
entire outfit around it—
this could be all black, all 
white ,  or  even tones  of 
brown, grey, or nude. To 
keep it from looking flat, 
mix textures and slightly 
d i f ferent  shades  within 
that  same color  fami ly. 
For example, pairing a silk 
top with cotton trousers 
or denim adds depth. The 
result is an outfit that feels 
cohesive and elevated, even 
if  it  took you just a few 
minutes to put together.
The “denim + anything” 
rule

D enim i s  one  of  t he 
most  dependable  pieces 
in any wardrobe. Whether 
it is jeans, a denim skirt, 
or a jacket,  it  pairs well 

with  a lmost  anything—
str uc tured  tops ,  casua l 
tees ,  dressy  blouses ,  or 
even traditional-inspired 
pieces. On days when you 
are unsure, starting with 
denim gives you a solid 
foundation to bui ld on. 
From there, you can decide 
whether you want the outfit 
to lean casual or slightly 
dressed up. It is flexible, 
reliable, and almost always 
works,  which is  exact ly 
what you need when you 
are short on time or ideas.
The “matching set 
shortcut”

M at c h i n g  s e t s  a r e  t h e 
u l t i m a t e  s h o r t c u t  f o r 
l o o k i n g  p u t - t o g e t h e r 
w i t h o u t  t h e  s t r e s s  o f 
styling. Since the pieces are 
designed to go together, you 
don’t have to spend time 
figuring out combinations. 
Whether it  is  a tai lored 
two-piece, a casual co-ord 
se t ,  or  even an  Ankara 
s e t ,  t h e  c o o r d i n a t i o n 
already gives your outfit a 
polished feel. All that is left 
is choosing your shoes and 
accessories, which makes 
getting dressed faster and a 
lot less overwhelming.
The “dress + easy shoes” 
combo

A  s i m p l e  d r e s s  c a n 
do most of the work for 
you,  especia l ly  on days 
when you don’t feel like 
putting together separate 
p i e c e s .  It ’s  a  o n e - s t e p 
outfit that instantly looks 
c omp l e t e .  Pa i r  i t  w i t h 
easy, comfortable shoes—
sneakers, flats, or sandals—
depending on your day. 
You can keep it minimal or 
elevate it slightly with a bag 
or light accessories. Either 
way, it’s one of the fastest 
ways to look effortlessly 
p u t - t o g e t h e r  w i t h o u t 
overthinking your outfit.

Matching sets are the 
u l t i m a t e  s h o r t c u t  f o r 
l o o k i n g  p u t - t o g e t h e r 
w i t h o u t  t h e  s t r e s s  o f 
styling. Since the pieces 
a r e  d e s i g n e d  t o  g o 
together, you don’t have 
to spend time figuring out 
combinations.  Whether 
it is a tailored two-piece, 
a  casual  co - ord set ,  or 
even an Ankara set, the 
coordination already gives 
yo u r  o u t f i t  a  p o l i s h e d 
fe e l .  A l l  t h a t  i s  l e f t  i s 
choosing your shoes and 
accessories, which makes 
getting dressed faster and 
a lot less overwhelming.
The “dress + easy shoes” 
combo
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News Feature
2027: Tinubu faces electoral backlash 
over insecurity, mounting hardship

As 2027 presidential 
election draws nearer, 
opposition forces in 
Nigeria and interna-

tional arena are maneuvering to 
unseat President Bola Tinubu by 
capitalising on widespread public 
discontent over severe economic 
hardship and worsening insecuri-
ty. The opposition strategy, which 
is still in its formative stages, fo-
cuses on creating a "granite alli-
ance" designed to challenge the 
incumbent APC government. 

Insecurity, coupled with eco-
nomic hardship, is widely iden-
tified as the primary challenges 
facing President Bola Ahmed 
Tinubu's administration and the 
central narrative of the opposition 
ahead of the 2027 general elec-
tion. 

Critics argue that the per-
sistence of insecurity, particular-
ly in the North, has led to a loss 
of confidence in the government, 
with some observers predicting a 
reduction in the voting margins 
that secured Tinubu's victory in 
2023.

Opposition leaders, including 
former Vice President Atiku Abu-
bakar, Peter Obi, and Chibuike 
Amechi, are actively working to 
build a united front to avoid the 
fragmentation that occurred in 
2023.

Capitalising on insecurity and 
economy, the opposition figures 
are leveraging rising banditry, 
kidnapping, and inflation to paint 
the administration as incompe-
tent and insensitive to the suffer-
ing of Nigerians.

There is a significant focus on 
mobilising the northern voting 
bloc, with opposition actors argu-
ing that the region is experiencing 
increased insecurity and feeling 
neglected under the current ad-
ministration. 

Opposition figures argue that 
insecurity—an issue Tinubu used 
against his predecessors—has be-
come his main vulnerability, over-
shadowing claims of economic 
progress.

Continued insecurity is seen as 
a unifying issue that could fuel a 
unified opposition movements, a 
potential ADC coalition.

However, there seems to be 
challenges and counter-strategies 
and incumbency advantage of 
President Tinubu considered as 
master strategist who is active-
ly expanding his support base, 
tightening the APC's grip through 
strategic alliances, and exploiting 
the benefits of incumbency.

The 2027 race is widely seen as a 
tough contest, with observers not-
ing that for the opposition to suc-
ceed, they must present a unified 
candidate and a credible alter-
native vision, rather than relying 
solely on criticism of the current 

administration.
President Tinubu has indicated 

that his administration was aware 
of both domestic and foreign col-
laborators behind insecurity in 
Nigeria, vowing that the nation 
will not bow to terror. 

While not publicly releasing a 
list of names, the president has 
stated that anyone—even those 
appointed by him—who under-
mines national security or fails to 
follow orders will be dealt with.

He is engaging global partners 
for support in combating security 
challenges, particularly in dealing 
with networks that provide fund-
ing or logistical support.

The president has pledged to 
enhance the welfare of security 
forces to effectively fight these 
networks. 

His administration has said that 
tackling the funding and lead-
ership of these groups was a key 
aspect of solving the ongoing se-
curity issues in Nigeria.

The security crisis has been 
linked directly to the decline to 
agricultural produce, as farmers 
fear for their lives.

Opposition figures argue that 
insecurity—an issue Tinubu used 
against his predecessors—has be-
come his main vulnerability, over-
shadowing claims of economic 
progress.

The government says it is focus-
ing on security reforms, such as 
the potential implementation of 
state police and proactive military 
efforts, to stabilise the nation be-
fore the election.

Political analysts believe that 
while the APC retains a signifi-
cant structural advantage due to 
incumbency, the 2027 election 

pointees with less than two years 
remaining in a presidential term. 

Here are the key countries and 
international actors involved in 
the diplomatic tensions with the 
Tinubu administration:

India: 
Reportedly to have rejected or 

signaled difficulty in accepting 
Nigerian ambassadorial nominees 
(such as Amb. Muhammad Saidu 
Dahiru to New Delhi) based on 
the tenure policy.

United States 
United States alleged backing 

of opposition. Some political ob-
servers, such as Prophet Ayodele, 
have claimed that a planned coa-
lition of Nigerian opposition par-
ties, including figures like Atiku 
Abubakar and Peter Obi, is seek-
ing support from the US to chal-
lenge President Tinubu in 2027.

There is no formal U.S. plan un-
der President Trump to support 
Bola Tinubu's re-election in Ni-
geria. Instead, there is a "delicate 
balancing act" following Trump's 
threats of military intervention 
regarding security issues, prompt-
ing Nigeria to affirm its sovereign-
ty. 

While Washington provides 
strategic security support, train-
ing, and counterterrorism assis-
tance, the relationship has been 
described as "drifting" and marked 
by mutual disengagement.

Reports indicate that US law-
makers considered targeting 
Nigeria for potential sanctions 
or visa restrictions, with some 
sources mentioning potential 
visa restrictions for Nigerian en-
tities. Additionally, concerns were 
raised regarding consular issues 
following a diplomatic incident 
involving Venezuelan deporta-
tions.

United Kingdom 
While listed as having granted 

agreements to some envoys, there 
have been public commentaries 
criticising the administration for 
seeking support from a nation 
(UK) that recently characterised 
Nigeria as highly corrupt, sug-
gesting a cynical view of the re-
lationship. Some analysts believe 
that President Bola Ahmed Tinu-
bu’s recent UK visit was in this re-
gard as what the eyes were seen.

ECOWAS Member 
States (Niger, Mali, Guin-
ea):

Relations have been strained 
due to the Tinubu administra-
tion’s firm stance against military 
coups, leading to the departure of 
these nations from the bloc and a 
loss of regional influence.

Abuja Embassy Land-
lord Disputes:

Numerous countries were list-

ed by the Federal Capital Ter-
ritory Administration (FCTA) 
as defaulting on ground rent, 
leading to a potential diplomatic 
stand-off. These include Ghana, 
Thailand, Russia, Turkey, Ireland, 
Germany, Venezuela, Zambia, 
Indonesia, Equatorial Guinea, 
Egypt, Chad, Sierra Leone, Sudan, 
Kenya, Zimbabwe, Ethiopia, Swit-
zerland, Saudi Arabia, China, and 
South Africa.

Here is how insecurity may im-
pact Tinubu's international image

Undermining Foreign 
Investment (FDI): 

Multinational companies con-
tinue to divest, citing a hostile 
economic environment and inse-
curity.

While President Tinubu trav-
els internationally to promote 
Nigeria as a safe investment des-
tination, high-level diplomatic 
engagements are undermined by 
domestic realities of insecurity, 
such as school attacks and kid-
nappings. Critics argue that this 
creates a "tragic denial" of the pain 
Nigerians face, hindering efforts 
to attract long-term foreign part-
nerships. 

Regional Stability Con-
cerns 

The inability to secure Nige-
ria's porous borders has led to the 
movement of displaced militant 
groups into the country, causing 
concern among neighbouring 
countries in the ECOWAS re-
gion, which may portray the gov-
ernment as weak or incapable of 
managing regional security chal-
lenges. 

The failure to control internal 
security, which Tinubu once crit-
icised his predecessors for, erodes 
his image as an effective econom-
ic manager. Continued security 
spending without adequate safety 
results contributes to internation-
al perceptions that Nigeria's secu-
rity sector is ineffective, despite 
receiving larger budgets.

Increased violence in the 
North-East, North-West, and 
North-Central regions, along with 
incidents of communal clashes, 
invite international watchdogs 
to scrutinise the administration's 
human rights record, weakening 
the image of the country as a sta-
ble democracy, according to RSIS 
International.

To mitigate these risks, the 
Tinubu administration is actively 
seeking international support for 
security equipment and intelli-
gence sharing, particularly with 
France and the UK, as part of its 
strategy to show it is tackling the 
crisis. 

However, until concrete results 
are achieved on the ground, the 
international narrative may re-
main that the insecurity is hinder-
ing Nigeria’s development. 

There seems to be 
challenges and counter-
strategies and incumbency 
advantage of President 
Tinubu considered as 
master strategist who is 
actively expanding his 
support base, tightening the 
APC's grip through strategic 
alliances, and exploiting the 
benefits of incumbency

President Bola Tinubu

AKOMBO AONDONA, Abuja

may be decided by the effective-
ness of the administration's ef-
forts to address the security and 
economic crises, failure of which 
may lead to significant electoral 
backlash.

International opposi-
tion 

Rising insecurity in Nigeria 
threatens to overshadow Pres-
ident Bola Tinubu’s "Renewed 
Hope" agenda and damage his 
international reputation ahead of 
the 2027 election by undermining 
foreign investment, eroding con-
fidence in his economic reforms, 
and raising concerns about re-
gional stability. 

According to Rajaratnam 
School of International Studies 
(RSIS International), in the ear-
ly 2026, several countries have 
shown reluctance to accept, or 
have rejected, ambassadorial 
nominees from the Tinubu ad-
ministration, primarily due to a 
diplomatic policy rejecting ap-



There is a particular kind of irony 
that only oil-producing nations 
understand. You sit on some 
of the world's most valuable 
resources. Global markets move 

at the mention of your output numbers. And 
yet, for decades, your citizens queue for fuel 
imported from Europe, your refineries rust 
in silence, and your currency bleeds every 
time the tankers sail out loaded with crude 
only to return laden with petrol.

Nigeria has lived that irony longer than 
anyone should

But something is shifting — and the 
conflict now unfolding between Iran, the 
United States, and Israel may, paradoxically, 
be the external shock that finally forces 
Nigeria to confront and capitalise on this 
contradiction.

The numbers behind the paradox
Start with the crude. Nigeria's technical 

production capacity is approximately 2.2 
million barrels per day (bpd). Actual output 
over the past 18 months has averaged 
between 1.6 and 1.7 million bpd, dragged 
down by pipeline vandalism, crude theft — 
estimated by NNPC at over 400,000 bpd at 
its worst — and chronic underinvestment 
in aging upstream infrastructure. Nigeria's 
OPEC quota currently stands at 1.5 million 
bpd, a ceiling extended through 2026. The 
uncomfortable reality is that Nigeria has, for 
much of the last decade, struggled to even 
consistently meet its own OPEC allocation, 
let alone exceed it.

The downstream picture has been equally 
damning. For years, Nigeria's three state-
owned refineries — Port Harcourt (210,000 
bpd nameplate), Warri (125,000 bpd), and 
Kaduna (110,000 bpd), totalling 445,000 bpd 
on paper — produced almost nothing of 
commercial use. Port Harcourt restarted at 
around 60,000 bpd before hitting operational 
problems again. Warri flickered back briefly 
before renewed shutdowns. Kaduna has 
remained largely offline. The total of almost 
N11 trillion in rehabilitation spending 
across these facilities over two decades with 
minimal output to show for it stands as one 
of the most expensive governance failures in 
Nigeria's industrial history.

That is the hole Dangote Refinery was 
always meant to fill. At 650,000 bpd — the 
single largest single-train refinery on the 
planet — it represents not just a commercial 
investment but a structural correction. As 
of February 2026, Reuters reported the 
facility had reached full operational capacity. 
Domestic petrol supply from Dangote 
alone is now running at approximately 36.5 
million litres per day, with diesel at 8 million 
litres per day. Nigeria's total domestic petrol 
demand is estimated between 50 and 60 
million litres per day, meaning local refining 
now covers the bulk of the requirement. The 
era of Nigeria spending over $10 billion 

Viewpoint
Crisis as catalyst: Why Iran-US-Israel war may be 
Nigeria's most important economic opening in decades
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annually importing refined fuel into an oil-
producing country is, structurally, ending.

The gas dimension: Nigeria's bigger, 
longer play

If crude is Nigeria's present, gas is its 
future — and on this front, the opportunity 
created by the current Middle East crisis may 
be even more consequential.

Nigeria holds over 200 trillion cubic feet 
of proven gas reserves, placing it among the 
top 10 gas-endowed nations globally and by 
far the most gas-rich country in sub-Saharan 
Africa. Yet, monetisation has been painfully 
slow. Domestic gas production averaged 
7.59 billion standard cubic feet per day 
(bscf/d) as of July 2025, against an NNPC 
Gas Master Plan target of 10 bcf/d by 2027 
and 12 bcf/d by 2030. Internal estimates of 
Nigeria's total demand profile, including 
suppressed demand from power, industry, 
and fertiliser, suggest an appetite closer to 
13 bcf/d. The problem, in other words, is not 
lack of market — it is lack of infrastructure 
and execution.

Nigeria LNG Limited (NLNG) currently 
operates six trains with a combined 
liquefaction capacity of 22 million tonnes 
per annum (mtpa). Train 7, which will add 
approximately 8 mtpa and lift total capacity 
to 30 mtpa — a 35 per cent increase — is 
targeted for completion around 2027. The 
timing matters enormously. European gas 
storage anxiety is already running high: the 
EU has instructed member states to begin 
filling storage earlier than usual because of 
disruption to Middle Eastern supply routes. 
Reuters reported this week that NLNG 
is already seeing a measurable uptick in 
interest from buyers seeking to diversify 
away from Hormuz-linked supply chains.

This is the strategic intersection. A 
world newly anxious about energy security 
is looking for large, stable, non-Middle 
Eastern suppliers. Nigeria has the reserves, 
the existing LNG infrastructure, and an 
expansion project already underway. The 
question is whether Nigeria can execute 
quickly and credibly enough to lock in 
long-term supply agreements before the 
moment passes.

What the war has changed
The Iran-US-Israel conflict has, in a single 

stroke, done several things simultaneously 
to global energy markets. It has raised the 
spectre of Hormuz disruption — the strait 
through which approximately 17 to 20 
million bpd of crude and 20 percent of global 
LNG currently transits. Barclays Research 
estimated last week that a prolonged Hormuz 
closure could remove 13 to 14 million bpd 

of oil supply from global markets. Even a 
partial, extended disruption would be a 
supply shock of historic proportions.

The immediate price effect has been 
visible: Brent crude has traded above $100 
per barrel at key points since the conflict 
escalated. For Nigeria, each $10 rise in the 
price of Brent adds roughly $3.5 billion 
to $4 billion in annual export revenues at 
current production levels. Higher prices 
also improve the fiscal arithmetic around 
upstream investment, making it more 
attractive for IOCs and NNPC to accelerate 
production towards the 2.2 million bpd 
capacity ceiling.

But the more durable opportunity 
is structural, not cyclical. The war has 
reminded buyers — European utilities, 
Asian state energy companies, sovereign 
buyers — that geographic concentration in 
energy supply is a strategic liability. Nigerian 
crude, Nigerian LNG, and Nigerian refined 
products are now being evaluated not just 
on price but on their geopolitical location: 
Atlantic Basin, politically non-aligned 
on the Middle Eastern conflict, with the 
infrastructure improvements that make 
larger volumes credible.

Reuters reported as recently as last 
week that Dangote Refinery is already 
capitalising on precisely this dynamic: as 
cheap Middle Eastern refined products 
face routing disruptions, Dangote has 
leveraged its position to supply West African 
markets and, increasingly, European and 
Latin American buyers for diesel and 
petrol cargoes. A refinery that was, a year 
ago, still proving it could run at capacity is 
now being positioned as a regional energy 
security asset.

The window is narrow, the risks are real
None of this happens automatically. 

Nigeria has squandered commodity booms 
before — in 1979, in the early 2000s, and 
again during the 2010-2014 super-cycle. 
The pattern is familiar: revenues rise, fiscal 
discipline weakens, spending becomes 
recurrent rather than capital, corruption 
embeds itself in procurement and revenue 
flows, and when prices fall, the country is no 
better positioned than it was before.

The specific risks this time are no less 
serious. Pipeline and export terminal 
security remains fragile; crude theft remains 
an ongoing challenge even with improved 
monitoring. The state refineries represent 
a continuing fiscal drain if they are kept on 
life support without genuine commercial 
reform. Gas infrastructure — particularly 
domest ic  pipel ines ,  gas-to-power 

connections, and industrial offtake capacity 
— remains woefully underdeveloped relative 
to reserves and stated ambition. And NLNG 
Train 7, critical to capturing the LNG 
upside, must maintain its construction and 
commissioning timeline.

The governance question is not secondary 
— it is central. If windfall revenues from 
higher crude prices flow through the 
same channels with the same oversight 
weaknesses, the outcome is predictable. 
What is needed is an explicit commitment 
to ring-fencing a meaningful portion of 
the surplus: through contributions to the 
Nigerian Sovereign Investment Authority 
(NSIA), through transparent publication 
of monthly revenue flows, and through 
capital expenditure that builds productive 
capacity rather than recurrent spending 
that evaporates. The Petroleum Industry 
Act provides the governance architecture 
— what is required is the political will to 
enforce it and the institutional capacity to 
administer it.

The value chain imperative
The strategic prize is not simply more 

crude exports at higher prices. That is the 
minimum, the baseline. The real prize is 
moving permanently up the value chain.

Consider the arithmetic. A barrel of 
crude sold at $100 earns roughly $100. 
That same barrel refined into petrol, diesel, 
and petrochemical feedstocks and sold as 
finished products is worth $120 to $140. 
Processed further into fertilisers, plastics, 
or methanol and those derivatives can 
generate multiples of the crude's raw value. 
Every step up the chain captures more jobs, 
more domestic industrial activity, more tax 
revenues, and more economic complexity.

Nigeria is, for the first time, positioned to 
take multiple steps simultaneously: Dangote 
refining crude into products for domestic 
consumption and export; NLNG and 
future LNG trains monetising gas for global 
markets; and the longer ambition of using 
gas as feedstock for fertiliser, methanol, and 
petrochemical industries domestically. The 
Brass Fertiliser project, the ongoing Dangote 
Fertiliser complex, and proposed methanol 
plants all represent components of this value 
chain — but execution remains uneven and 
undercapitalised.

The war in the Middle East has created a 
price window and a supply-security window. 
Nigeria's job is to use both to accelerate 
infrastructure and investment decisions 
that would otherwise take another decade 
of political negotiation to unlock.

A simple test
When this crisis eventually de-escalates 

— as all crises do — the question Nigeria will 
face is the one it has faced after every boom: 
what was built?

If the answer is refineries running, 
gas pipelines laid, LNG contracts signed, 
upstream production at or above 2 million 
bpd, and sovereign savings that insulate the 
budget from the next price cycle, then this 
will have been a watershed moment.

If the answer is money spent, leakages 
unaddressed, infrastructure still incomplete, 
and the country back to importing refined 
fuel the moment prices soften — then the 
irony will have deepened into tragedy.

The opportunity is real. The risks are 
known. The window will not stay open 
indefinitely.

Nigeria must decide, quickly and with 
discipline, which story it intends to tell.

AFOLABI ABIODUN
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From The Parliament

A potential  defection 
by  Ph i l ip  Ag b e s e , 
deputy spokesperson 
o f  t h e  H o u s e  o f 

Representatives, is set to trigger a 
leadership contest within the green 
chamber, as lawmakers prepare to 
resume plenary Tuesday after the 
Sallah break.

Agbese, who represents Ado/
Ogb adib o/Okokwu Fe dera l 
Constituency of Benue State, is 
said to be concluding plans to 
leave the ruling All Progressives 
Congress (APC) for the Labour 
Party ahead of the 2027 election. 
While the move has yet to be 
formally announced, there are 
indications that only procedural 
steps remain.

 His expected exit  carries 
i mpl i c at i ons  b e yond  p ar t y 
a l ig nment .  By  convent ion , 
spokesperson roles in the National 
Assembly are retained by the 
majority party. Should Agbese 
defect, the APC would be required 
to nominate a replacement, setting 

Reps’ leadership may face shuffle as Agbese eyes Labour Party

Fresh waves of political 
defections may be set 
to unsettle the National 
A s s e m b l y  a s  t h e 
ruling All Progressives 

Congress (APC) holds its national 
convention at Eagle Square in 
Abuja, with lawmakers returning 
from the Eid-el-Fitr break amid 
heightened speculation over 
shifting alliances and emerging 
opposition coalitions.

 The convention, which has 
drawn top party leaders, governors 
and federal lawmakers, is already 
being seen as more than a routine 
gathering. 

For many within and outside 
the APC, it represents a strategic 
convergence point where loyalties 
are tested, grievances aired quietly, 
and future alignments subtly 
negotiated ahead of the 2027 
election cycle.

 The timing is significant. The 
National Assembly is expected to 
resume plenary on Tuesday, and 
insiders say the familiar pattern of 
defections that has characterised 
recent legislative sessions could 
intensify as politicians reposition early.

 In both chambers, defections 
have become a recurring feature, 
often announced at the start 
of plenary with letters citing 
“irreconcilable differences” or 
“division within party structures.” 
However, beneath those formal 
justifications lies a deeper game 

Fresh defections loom as APC Convention rekindles 
realignments ahead of NASS resumption

off a quiet contest within its ranks 
for one of the more visible positions 
in the House.

The process will fall under the 
leadership of Tajudeen Abbas, 
Speaker of the House with attention 
likely to focus on how quickly 
the ruling party moves to fill the 
gap and maintain its hold on the 
chamber’s messaging structure.

 Agbese’s planned move is closely 
tied to the prolonged internal crisis 
within the APC in Benue State, 
which has deepened since the 2023 
general election.

The dispute pits Governor 

Hy a c i nt h  A l i a  a g a i ns t  t h e 
Secretary to the Government of 
the Federation, George Akume, in 
a contest for control of the party’s 
structure in the state.

Alia’s emergence as governor 
marked a political shift for the APC 
in Benue, but it did not resolve 
underlying tensions.

Akume, a former governor and a 
central figure in building the party’s 
network in the state, has retained 
significant influence, particularly 
among federal lawmakers.

Since then, both camps have 
struggled to asser t  control . 

Allies of the governor accuse 
Akume of mobilising National 
Assembly members against the 
state government, while Akume’s 
supporters argue that the governor 
has marginalised key stakeholders 
and consolidated decision-making 
within a narrow circle. 

Efforts to reconcile the factions 
have so far failed. Interventions by 
the presidency, the APC national 
leadership, and the Tor Tiv, James 
Ayatse, have not produced a lasting 
resolution.

In  D e c e mb e r  2 0 2 5 ,  Vi c e 
President Kashim Shettima warned 
that the dispute could have “grave 
consequences” if unresolved ahead 
of the next election cycle.

The standoff has effectively split 
the APC in Benue into rival blocs, 
with implications for candidate 
selection and party cohesion as 
2027 approaches. For lawmakers 
aligned with either side, political 
calculations are increasingly shaped 
by where they stand within that 
divide.

 Agbese is widely seen as aligned 
with the Akume camp, placing him 

at odds with the governor, who is 
expected to play a decisive role in 
determining APC candidates in 
the state. 

His reported planned move to the 
Labour Party is therefore viewed as 
both a strategic repositioning and a 
response to the uncertainty within 
the APC.

Sources  famil iar  with the 
development said the defection is 
largely settled, but has been delayed 
by the need to formally notify the 
Speaker and the ongoing legislative 
recess.

“He has concluded the process. 
What remains is  the formal 
announcement, which will be done 
in line with House procedures,” a 
lawmaker said.

 When the House reconvenes, 
the development is expected 
to move from speculation to 
for m a l  a c t i on .  B e yond  t he 
immediate vacancy it  would 
create, the episode underscores 
how internal party disputes at the 
state level are beginning to shape 
alignments within the National 
Assembly.

of political survival and access to 
power.

 Several lawmakers, particularly 
from opposition parties, are believed 
to be weighing their options, with 
some already attending APC events 
or maintaining close contact with 
party leaders. 

 The convention provides an 
opportunity for such lawmakers to 
signal interest, test reception, and 
potentially finalise moves.

The APC’s dominance at the 
federal level continues to make it an 
attractive destination, especially for 
legislators seeking political security, 
committee influence, or alignment 
with the executive ahead of future 
elections.

 The convention is not just 
about party administration; it is a 
marketplace of political interest. 

 Yet, while the ruling party 
appears to be consolidating, a 
paral lel  development in the 
opposition space is adding a new 

layer of intrigue.
 Talk of a possible alliance 

between Peter Obi and Rabiu 
Musa Kwankwaso of the New 
Nigeria Peoples Party (NNPP) 
potentially under the platform of 
the African Democratic Congress 
(ADC), has gained traction in 
recent weeks. Though no formal 
announcement has been made, the 
mere speculation is already sending 
ripples through the political 
establishment.

The idea of an Obi-Kwankwaso 
ticket is being framed by some 
opposition figures as a strategic 
merger capable of challenging the 
APC’s dominance by combining 
regional strengths and voter bases. 

Obi’s  appeal among urban 
and youth voters, particularly in 
the South-East and parts of the 
South-South, could complement 
Kwankwaso’s influence in Kano. For 
lawmakers, this evolving scenario 
presents both an opportunity and 

a dilemma.
 On one hand,  a  credible 

opposition coalition could offer 
an alternative platform for those 
reluctant to join the APC but 
dissatisfied with their current 
parties. On the other hand, the 
uncertainty surrounding such an 
alliance including its structure, 
leadership and viability may push 
risk-averse politicians toward the 
relative stability of the ruling party.

 This is a moment of calculation 
for politicians especially lawmakers. 

“Do you move now to the APC 
and secure your place early, or 
do you wait and see if a strong 
opposition coalition emerges? That 
is the question many lawmakers 
are asking.

Within the National Assembly, 
recent months have already seen a 
steady erosion of opposition ranks, 
raising concerns about the weakening 
of legislative checks and balances.

 Civil society organisations 
have warned that continued 
defections could further tilt the 
balance of power in favour of the 
executive, undermining democratic 
accountability.

 The anticipated new round 
of  defect ions  could deepen 
those concerns, particularly if it 
involves high-profile lawmakers or 
significant blocs from opposition 
parties.

 There is also the question of 
how party leaderships will respond. 
Opposit ion part ies ,  a lready 
grappling with internal divisions, 
may find it difficult to stem the 

tide if members perceive better 
prospects elsewhere.

 Meanwhile, the APC will be 
under pressure to manage incoming 
members without exacerbating 
internal rivalries or alienating 
existing stakeholders.

 At the convention ground, 
much of this political maneuvering 
remains behind the scenes, even 
as public attention focuses on 
speeches, resolutions and party 
structure. 

However, seasoned observers 
note that the real significance 
of such gatherings often lies in 
the informal conversations and 
side meetings that shape future 
developments.

 As lawmakers prepare to 
reconvene, the atmosphere in Abuja 
is one of anticipation. Will the next 
plenary session open with another 
wave of defection letters? Will the 
opposition coalesce around a new 
platform, or continue to fragment?

 For now, the signals are mixed 
but unmistakable: Nigeria’s political 
landscape is once again in motion, 
with the APC convention serving 
as a catalyst and the National 
Assembly as the immediate theatre 
where the consequences will unfold.

 The coming weeks will likely 
determine whether the current 
drift toward one-party dominance 
continues, or whether emerging 
alliances can alter the trajectory. 

 Either way, the interplay between 
defections, party strategy, and 
electoral calculations is set to define 
the next phase of legislative politics 
in the country.

RED CHAMBER

GREEN CHAMBER

GODSGIFT ONYEDINEFU,  Abuja 
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Nigeria is ranked 106th on the Global 
Happiness Index. Noteworthy 
too is that Nigeria, over the years, 
dropped all the way from 102nd to 

another position before settling at 106th.
At the same time, Nigeria stands among the 

world’s most terror-affected countries, with 
violence claiming lives at an alarming pace. 
In recent months, Nigeria witnessed suicide 
bombings in Maiduguri, the birthplace of Boko 
Haram [interpreted as Western education is 
evil], mass killings in parts of Kwara State, and 
continued terrorist violence across multiple 
regions. These are not isolated events. They 
form part of a broader pattern that reshapes 
daily life for millions of people.

The above mentioned facts sit side by side, 
but they do not describe the same country. One 
is a number. The other is a lived reality. And 
between them lies a question global metrics 
have yet to answer: What does it mean to 
measure happiness in a place where survival 
itself is a daily struggle?

Limits of metrics
The World Happiness Report evaluates 

well-being using indicators such as life 
evaluation, income, social support, and 
perceived freedom. These measures are useful 
in relatively stable societies. They assume 
that the basic conditions of life remain intact. 

Nigeria disrupts those assumptions. The report 
measures how people feel about their lives. It 
does not measure how hard it is to stay alive.

Across the Sahel, which now accounts for 
over half of global terrorism-related deaths, 
insecurity is not incidental. It is structural. In 
2023 alone, the Sahel accounted for roughly 
55 per cent of all global terrorism deaths, with 
countries in the region recording thousands 
of fatalities in a single year. Communities 
adapt to persistent threats. Families reorganise 
around uncertainty. Entire regions operate 
under conditions that conventional well-
being indices were never designed to capture. 
To interpret Nigeria’s ranking as a simple 
indicator of unhappiness is to miss the deeper 
issue.

Living beyond metrics
Nigerians are not simply reporting low life 

satisfaction. They are navigating high-intensity 
survival while sustaining meaning in ways that 
rarely enter global measurement frameworks.

Despite violence, economic strain, and 
institutional fragility, social life persists. 
Communal networks remain active. Religious 
participation continues to anchor daily 
existence. Informal systems of care step in 
where formal institutions fall short. These are 
not peripheral features of Nigerian life; they 
are central to how people endure.

In many households, economic pressure 
has intensified expectations around provision, 
particularly for men navigating unstable 
labour conditions. Families stretch limited 
resources. Social obligations remain intact 
even when institutional support weakens. 
Yet life continues. Not because conditions are 
easy, but because social systems adapt. This is 
not happiness in the conventional sense. It is 

endurance shaped by community, faith, and 
obligation.

Think about it as a regional crisis, not 
merely a national anomaly. The Nigerian case 
cannot be understood in isolation. Six of the 
10 most terror-affected countries in the world 
are located in sub-Saharan Africa, with the 
Sahel emerging as the global epicentre of 
contemporary terrorism. These dynamics 
are driven by a combination of governance 
gaps, climate stress, and the expansion of 
transnational armed groups.

Violence does not respect national borders. 
Yet global indices continue to evaluate 
countries as if they exist in isolation. What 
appears as a national ranking often reflects 
regional instability that exceeds the scope of 
country-level analysis. This creates a mismatch 
between measurement and reality.

Why Finland fails as a benchmark
The contrast between Nigeria and Finland 

highlights the limits of current frameworks. 
Finland consistently ranks at the top of 
global happiness indices. It benefits from 
high institutional trust, predictable welfare 
systems, and a stable security environment. 
Citizens operate within structures that reduce 
uncertainty and support long-term planning.

Nigeria operates under different conditions. 
Security is uneven. Institutions are stretched. 
Citizens rely heavily on informal systems to 
navigate daily living. Happiness rankings 
reward order. They struggle to account for 
resilience under disorder.

What really should count
If global well-being metrics are to remain 

meaningful, they must evolve. Exposure to 
structural violence should matter. Informal 

care systems should matter. Religious and 
spiritual coping should matter. Community-
based resilience should matter. These are not 
secondary variables. In many parts of Africa, 
they are central to how people live and survive.

African philosophical traditions have long 
emphasised relational existence. The idea that 
a person is constituted through community is 
not abstract. It is a lived reality. In contexts of 
instability, this relational fabric becomes even 
more critical.

A measurement system that excludes these 
dimensions risks misunderstanding entire 
societies.

Rethinking what we measure
Nigeria’s ranking should not be read only 

as a reflection of how Nigerians feel. It should 
be read as an indication of how global systems 
struggle to measure life under pressure. What 
is being lived cannot always be captured by 
what is being counted.

Nigeria’s position on the happiness index 
is not simply a story of dissatisfaction. It is 
a story of people living within constraints, 
adapting to instability, and sustaining meaning 
through systems that operate beyond formal 
measurements.

Until global frameworks learn to account 
for those realities, they will continue to 
describe Nigeria without fully understanding 
it. And a world that cannot measure what it 
takes to survive will continue to misunderstand 
the lives that endure it.

• Ukoh, writing from New York in the 
United States, is a coauthor of Built By The 
Ancestors, an alumnus of the American 
University of Nigeria, Yola, and a PhD student 
at Columbia University.

 

Here's what global happiness metrics omit about Nigeria

Business ownership often begins 
with escape. Many founders leave 
paid work in search of control 
over their time, income, and 
purpose. What follows is usually 

survival. Cash flow dictates decisions. Owners 
chase customers, manage operations, and 
solve problems alone. This phase is necessary, 
but it cannot sustain growth. Without a shift 
in how the business is run, survival becomes 
a ceiling rather than a starting point.

Across markets, the pattern is consistent. 
In Nigeria, fintech adoption has surged 
— with over 200 startups and nearly half 
of Africa’s f intech deals concentrated 
there — yet many founders struggle to 
convert momentum into stability. In the 
United Kingdom, official data shows that 
between 50% and 70% of businesses fail 
within three years. These outcomes are not 
driven only by market conditions. They 
ref lect the limits of operating without 
structure. Growth is not simply expansion. 
It is the ability to perform consistently as 

complexity increases.
Survival builds momentum, not capacity
Survival mode prioritises speed and 

reaction. Owners focus on immediate 
revenue, urgent problems, and personal 
effort. Decisions are centralised. Knowledge 
sits in one person’s head. When demand rises, 
cracks appear. Missed deadlines, delayed 
payments, and inconsistent service erode 
trust. The business depends on energy rather 
than capacity.

This is the stage where many founders feel 
busy but stuck. Long hours do not translate 
into progress. Each gain creates new pressure. 
The business moves only as fast as the owner 
can push it. Survival keeps the enterprise 
alive, but it does not prepare it for scale. 
Without systems and shared responsibility, 
growth increases risk rather than reducing it.

Structure is the turning point
Structure begins when owners step back 

from constant execution and design how 
the business operates. This shift requires 
deliberate choices. Delegation becomes 
essential. Tasks move to people with defined 
roles. Processes are written down. Financial 
data is reviewed regularly. Decisions rely on 
information rather than instinct.

Financial discipline is central to this 
transition. Growth demands budgeting, 
forecasting, and clarity on margins. Owners 
must understand how money moves through 

the business and plan beyond the next month. 
This reduces uncertainty and supports 
informed investment.

Teams are another requirement. Hiring is 
not about headcount but capability. Bringing 
in skills the owner lacks, allows the business 
to function without constant oversight. 
Clear accountability replaces informal 
arrangements. Trust grows through structure, 
not proximity.

Systems support consistency. Tools 
for accounting, project management, and 
customer engagement reduce reliance on 
memory and improvisation. When processes 
are repeatable, quality becomes predictable. 
This is what allows a business to handle higher 
volumes without losing control.

Structure also changes how owners relate 
to customers. Instead of chasing transactions, 
the focus shifts to retention and feedback. 
Standards replace personal intervention. 
This builds relationships that last beyond 
individual interactions.

 
What growth demands from owners
Growth places clear demands on business 

owners. First, it requires a defined direction. 
Long-term goals guide priorities and prevent 
distraction. Strategy replaces constant 
reaction.

Second, it  requires accepta nce of 
discomfort. Letting go of tasks, refusing 
poor oppor t u nit ies ,  a nd add ressi ng 

underperformance are necessary. Control 
gives way to leadership.

Third, it requires attention to risk and 
compliance. As businesses expand, legal and 
regulatory obligations increase. Ignoring 
them exposes the enterprise to avoidable 
damage. Structure protects both reputation 
and continuity.

Finally, growth demands leadership 
development. Owners cannot be the only 
decision-makers. Investing in training and 
mentoring builds a layer of leadership that 
sustains operations and enables further 
expansion.

The shift from survival to structure is not 
immediate. It involves cost, learning, and 
adjustment. Yet the alternative is stagnation or 
collapse. Businesses that make this transition 
gain stability, predictable performance, and 
the ability to plan. Owners regain time and 
clarity. Teams function with purpose. 

• Ochugbua is a results-driven media and 
marketing leader with 17+ years of experience, 
including 12 in the media industry. As Digital 
Sales Manager at BusinessDay Media, she 
drives digital revenue growth, leads high-
performing teams, and delivers innovative 
advertising solutions. A certified APCON 
member and award-winning professional, 
Linda is passionate about mentorship, 
storytelling, and building transformative 
platforms in Africa’s media space.

From survival to structure: What growth 
really demands from business owners

LINDA OCHUGBUA

EBUKA UKOH
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2027: Prioritise Nigerians’ interest above your interest, 
Chinwokwu urges Politicians

Em m a n u e l  N l e n a n y a 
Chinwokwu, a professor 
emeritus, has urged political 
office holders and those 

aspiring to contest one office or the 
other in the 2027 general election, to 
prioritise the interest of the people 
above their own personal interests.

Chinwokwu, who gave the advice 
recently during the occasion of his 
80th birthday celebration, said that 
Nigeria would be much better if 
office holders and those who aspire 
to public office cultivate the habit of 
putting others first.

“We are facing another round of 
general election in 2027; Nigeria 
is blessed with everything you can 
think of; Nigeria is blessed with best 
brains, but our major problem is that 
people tend to put themselves above 
those they lead. Elected political 
office holders, ordinarily, should be 
representatives and servant leaders, 
but that is not what we see in the 
country. I am appealing to politicians 
to prioritise the people above 
themselves,” the Octogenarian said.

 He also urged office holders to 
endeavour to leave the society and 
the people better than they met them.

 “Political office holders today 
must ask themselves; do we leave the 
people and society better than we 
met them or we destroyed what we 
met on ground? If the latter was the 
answer, it means they have laboured 
in vain,” he said.

 Chinwokwu said it was glaring that 
the people in Nigeria were not happy 
with the current situation of things 
in the country both at the state and 
federal levels.  

“Those manning positions of trust 
in the country should ensure they 
take good care of the people so that 
when they leave office, the people 
will be happier and the society will 
be better than they met it,” he said.

The professor emeritus, who also 
advised the Nigerian voters to ensure 
they vote with their conscience, said 
that people must be responsible with 
their votes.

“Over the years, we have seen 
politicians come and gone and their 
lives far better than before they 
got into the office. We have seen 
elections come and go; the question 

is, how positively impacted have 
been the lives and future of ordinary 
Nigerians? The answer is crystal 
clear,” the professor said.

 Chinwokwu, who also spoke about 
the early stage of his life, said he was 
born on the 22nd day of April 1948 
in Amankwo Uturu in Arochukwu 
LGA of Abia State.

He attended Hope Waddel l 
Training Institute Calabar in Cross 
River State where he sat for his West 
African Senior Secondary School 
Certificate and made Grade 1. 

He obtained his Bachelor’s degree 
from the University of Nigeria Nsukka 
(UNN) with first-class honours in 
Religious Studies. And was awarded 
best final year student of the Faculty 
of Social Sciences of the University of 
Nigeria Nsukka. 

In 1981, he attended Princeton 
theological Seminary New Jersey USA 
for his Master's degree programme. 
He started his PhD programme in 
Nsukka and later transferred to the 
department of Theology Durham 
University England, where he 
obtained his PhD in1983. In 1988, he 
became a professor and was a visiting 
Professor to University of Zimbabwe.

He became a professor emeritus 
dur ing the  51st  C onvocat ion 
ceremony of the University of 
Nigeria Nsukka, on November 25, 
2023, and this is one of the greatest 
achievements that gladdened his 
heart. With the award of Professor 
Emeritus,  he has attained the 
highest award of educational career 
in life.

Prof Emeritus Chinwokwu has 
contributed immensely to educational 
development in the world, with over 
74 publications in different areas of 
study to his credit and is the president 
of National Association of Biblical 
Studies and Head of Department 

(HoD) of Religion University of 
Nigeria Nsukka.

Sp e a k i n g  on  d e v e l o pm e nt 
of education in Nigeria,  Prof 
Chinwokwu advised Nigerian 
government to be committed and be 
creative. Government, he said, should 
find new ways of doing things mostly 
through researches.

“For quality  education,  the 
authorities should go into more 
research and endeavour to give 
bursary and scholarships to students,” 
he said.

Listing honesty and hard work as 
some of the virtues he loved most 
in life, he however, noted that he 
abhorred indolence and lies.

Expressing gratitude to God for all 
he has been able to achieve in life, he 
said: “I am grateful to the Almighty 
God for being so kind and gracious to 
me; keeping me alive to see my 80th 
birthday. God has done everything 
for me; so, I remain eternally grateful 
to him.” 

Chinwokwu is married to Ezinne 
Alu Chinwokwu and they have 
children who like their father are 
academicians and professionals in 
various fields of endeavour.

EMMANUEL SALAWU



‘The vision to build accessible e-learning 
platform for every learner changed our story’
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Interview

You transitioned 
from engineer-
ing and energy 
into education 
t e c h n o l o g y. 

What problem were you trying 
to solve when you founded Tee-
sas?

The COVID-19 pandemic ac-
celerated the adoption of digital 
learning, forcing schools and 
parents to rethink education de-
livery. We saw an opportunity 
to build an accessible e-learn-
ing platform for every learner 
whether in urban centres, un-
derserved communities, or the 
diaspora. That vision shaped 
the Teesas Education app, which 
launched with core subjects like 
Mathematics, English, and Sci-
ence, alongside local languages 
including Yoruba, Igbo, Hausa, 
Bini, and even French.

How did your experience 
building Imose Technologies 
shape your approach to design-
ing education products?

Imose was built on strong re-
search and development capa-
bilities, and we carried that same 
DNA into Teesas. What started 
as a single product and educa-
tional app has evolved into a 
fully integrated ecosystem that 
combines R&D, software, con-
tent creation, tutoring, and hard-
ware. That end-to-end approach 
is what sets us apart.

What early signals convinced 
you that Teesas could scale be-
yond a consumer learning app?

We pay close attention to con-
sumer insights. As the world 
emerged from COVID-19, it 
became clear that neither edu-
cation nor work would remain 
fully remote. That forced us to 

Izedonmwen

pivot toward hybrid learning. 
At the same time, the growing 
emphasis on social-emotional 
learning led us to partner exclu-
sively with Franklin Covey Ed-
ucation to deliver the Leader in 
Me programme in schools. That 
marked a turning point in our 
scale journey.

Nigeria’s education sector 
faces structural gaps. Where 
can technology make the fast-
est impact?

Infrastructure deficits will take 
years to fix, so the quickest wins 
lie in administration and data 
management. Technology can 
digitise enrolment, standardise 
teaching, reduce absenteeism, 
and improve learning outcomes. 
For example, our Education 
Management System (EMS) 
tracks teacher attendance, en-
ables real-time student monitor-
ing, and ensures consistent les-

son delivery across schools.
How do you balance afford-

ability with high-quality con-
tent?

We made early investments 
in studios and pedagogy labs, 
which now allow us to produce 
high-quality content at scale 
without recurring production 
costs. Combined with AI-driv-
en efficiencies, this enables us to 
maintain quality while keeping 
pricing accessible.

What differentiates Teesas 
from other edtech platforms in 
Africa?

From day one, we focused on 
whole-child development. Be-
yond academics, we integrate 
native language learning and 
social-emotional development 
through programmes like Leader 
in Me. More importantly, we’ve 
evolved into an education-fo-
cused company delivering end-

to-end learning solutions across 
apps, schools, learning centres, 
and digital infrastructure.

Teesas has grown into a full 
ecosystem. What drove that 
shift?

Market reality. Parents want-
ed children back in classrooms, 
but with the benefits of technol-
ogy. We realised hybrid learning 
was the future. Schools were also 
juggling multiple vendors, so we 
stepped in as a one-stop solution 
covering teacher training, ad-
ministration systems, leadership 
programmes, and exam prepara-
tion.

How does Teesas measure 
real learning outcomes?

We track progress through 
continuous assessment. Students 
are evaluated at entry, monitored 
weekly, and their improvements 
are mapped against final exam 
results. In one case, a student 

improved from scoring 140 in an 
initial test to 349 in the UTME 
clear evidence of impact.

Nigeria continues to struggle 
with exam outcomes. How is 
Teesas addressing this?

We combine structured exam 
preparation with our Watch–
Teach–Assess (WTA) model. 
Students first engage with video 
content, then receive in-depth 
teaching, followed by immedi-
ate assessment. This reinforces 
understanding and builds dis-
cipline. The results speak for 
themselves over 97percent pass 
rates and a growing number of 
high scorers annually.

What policy changes would 
accelerate digital learning in 
Nigeria?

Improved internet penetration 
and lower data costs are critical. 
With better connectivity, tools 
like tablets and digital platforms 
can truly bridge the education 
gap, especially in underserved 
communities.

Teesas sits at the intersection 
of purpose and profit. How do 
you balance both?

We are intentional about solv-
ing real problems, but we are 
also a for-profit business. Our 
freemium model allows broad 
access while sustaining revenue, 
with tiered pricing that accom-
modates different income levels.

If you could redesign Nige-
ria’s education system, what 
would you change first?

I would rethink what children 
learn, how they are taught, and 
how schools are managed, in-
troducing a modern curriculum, 
continuous teacher upskilling, 
and data-driven governance sys-
tems fit for the 21st century.

Osayi Izedonmwen is not just building companies he is engineering solutions to Nigeria’s toughest challenges. A visionary entrepreneur and industrialist, his work sits 
at the powerful intersection of technology, education, and economic transformation. From his early days as an Operations Manager at ExxonMobil to founding Teesas 
Inc., a fast-growing education technology company expanding across Africa, Izedonmwen has consistently redefined what innovation looks like in emerging markets. 
As Chairman of Imose Technologies West Africa’s largest indigenous manufacturer of tablets and smartphones he is now positioning the company for a bold entry into 
Nigeria’s fiercely competitive GSM market, following its recent Mobile Virtual Network Operator (MVNO) licence, he is also the chairman of Izedon Carbonates, Nigeria’s 
first fully-integrated calcium carbonates manufacturing company. In this conversation with KENNETH ATHEKAME, he unpacked how education technology can unlock 
inclusive growth, why Nigeria’s learning system needs urgent reinvention, and how Teesas is evolving from a simple app into a full-scale education ecosystem. Excerpts:
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From The Parliament

A potential  defection 
by  Ph i l ip  Ag b e s e , 
deputy spokesperson 
o f  t h e  H o u s e  o f 

Representatives, is set to trigger a 
leadership contest within the green 
chamber, as lawmakers prepare to 
resume plenary Tuesday after the 
Sallah break.

Agbese, who represents Ado/
Ogb adib o/Okokwu Fe dera l 
Constituency of Benue State, is 
said to be concluding plans to 
leave the ruling All Progressives 
Congress (APC) for the Labour 
Party ahead of the 2027 election. 
While the move has yet to be 
formally announced, there are 
indications that only procedural 
steps remain.

 His expected exit  carries 
i mpl i c at i ons  b e yond  p ar t y 
a l ig nment .  By  convent ion , 
spokesperson roles in the National 
Assembly are retained by the 
majority party. Should Agbese 
defect, the APC would be required 
to nominate a replacement, setting 

Reps’ leadership may face shuffle as Agbese eyes Labour Party

Fresh waves of political 
defections may be set 
to unsettle the National 
A s s e m b l y  a s  t h e 
ruling All Progressives 

Congress (APC) holds its national 
convention at Eagle Square in 
Abuja, with lawmakers returning 
from the Eid-el-Fitr break amid 
heightened speculation over 
shifting alliances and emerging 
opposition coalitions.

 The convention, which has 
drawn top party leaders, governors 
and federal lawmakers, is already 
being seen as more than a routine 
gathering. 

For many within and outside 
the APC, it represents a strategic 
convergence point where loyalties 
are tested, grievances aired quietly, 
and future alignments subtly 
negotiated ahead of the 2027 
election cycle.

 The timing is significant. The 
National Assembly is expected to 
resume plenary on Tuesday, and 
insiders say the familiar pattern of 
defections that has characterised 
recent legislative sessions could 
intensify as politicians reposition early.

 In both chambers, defections 
have become a recurring feature, 
often announced at the start 
of plenary with letters citing 
“irreconcilable differences” or 
“division within party structures.” 
However, beneath those formal 
justifications lies a deeper game 

Fresh defections loom as APC Convention rekindles 
realignments ahead of NASS resumption

off a quiet contest within its ranks 
for one of the more visible positions 
in the House.

The process will fall under the 
leadership of Tajudeen Abbas, 
Speaker of the House with attention 
likely to focus on how quickly 
the ruling party moves to fill the 
gap and maintain its hold on the 
chamber’s messaging structure.

 Agbese’s planned move is closely 
tied to the prolonged internal crisis 
within the APC in Benue State, 
which has deepened since the 2023 
general election.

The dispute pits Governor 

Hy a c i nt h  A l i a  a g a i ns t  t h e 
Secretary to the Government of 
the Federation, George Akume, in 
a contest for control of the party’s 
structure in the state.

Alia’s emergence as governor 
marked a political shift for the APC 
in Benue, but it did not resolve 
underlying tensions.

Akume, a former governor and a 
central figure in building the party’s 
network in the state, has retained 
significant influence, particularly 
among federal lawmakers.

Since then, both camps have 
struggled to asser t  control . 

Allies of the governor accuse 
Akume of mobilising National 
Assembly members against the 
state government, while Akume’s 
supporters argue that the governor 
has marginalised key stakeholders 
and consolidated decision-making 
within a narrow circle. 

Efforts to reconcile the factions 
have so far failed. Interventions by 
the presidency, the APC national 
leadership, and the Tor Tiv, James 
Ayatse, have not produced a lasting 
resolution.

In  D e c e mb e r  2 0 2 5 ,  Vi c e 
President Kashim Shettima warned 
that the dispute could have “grave 
consequences” if unresolved ahead 
of the next election cycle.

The standoff has effectively split 
the APC in Benue into rival blocs, 
with implications for candidate 
selection and party cohesion as 
2027 approaches. For lawmakers 
aligned with either side, political 
calculations are increasingly shaped 
by where they stand within that 
divide.

 Agbese is widely seen as aligned 
with the Akume camp, placing him 

at odds with the governor, who is 
expected to play a decisive role in 
determining APC candidates in 
the state. 

His reported planned move to the 
Labour Party is therefore viewed as 
both a strategic repositioning and a 
response to the uncertainty within 
the APC.

Sources  famil iar  with the 
development said the defection is 
largely settled, but has been delayed 
by the need to formally notify the 
Speaker and the ongoing legislative 
recess.

“He has concluded the process. 
What remains is  the formal 
announcement, which will be done 
in line with House procedures,” a 
lawmaker said.

 When the House reconvenes, 
the development is expected 
to move from speculation to 
for m a l  a c t i on .  B e yond  t he 
immediate vacancy it  would 
create, the episode underscores 
how internal party disputes at the 
state level are beginning to shape 
alignments within the National 
Assembly.

of political survival and access to 
power.

 Several lawmakers, particularly 
from opposition parties, are believed 
to be weighing their options, with 
some already attending APC events 
or maintaining close contact with 
party leaders. 

 The convention provides an 
opportunity for such lawmakers to 
signal interest, test reception, and 
potentially finalise moves.

The APC’s dominance at the 
federal level continues to make it an 
attractive destination, especially for 
legislators seeking political security, 
committee influence, or alignment 
with the executive ahead of future 
elections.

 The convention is not just 
about party administration; it is a 
marketplace of political interest. 

 Yet, while the ruling party 
appears to be consolidating, a 
paral lel  development in the 
opposition space is adding a new 

layer of intrigue.
 Talk of a possible alliance 

between Peter Obi and Rabiu 
Musa Kwankwaso of the New 
Nigeria Peoples Party (NNPP) 
potentially under the platform of 
the African Democratic Congress 
(ADC), has gained traction in 
recent weeks. Though no formal 
announcement has been made, the 
mere speculation is already sending 
ripples through the political 
establishment.

The idea of an Obi-Kwankwaso 
ticket is being framed by some 
opposition figures as a strategic 
merger capable of challenging the 
APC’s dominance by combining 
regional strengths and voter bases. 

Obi’s  appeal among urban 
and youth voters, particularly in 
the South-East and parts of the 
South-South, could complement 
Kwankwaso’s influence in Kano. For 
lawmakers, this evolving scenario 
presents both an opportunity and 

a dilemma.
 On one hand,  a  credible 

opposition coalition could offer 
an alternative platform for those 
reluctant to join the APC but 
dissatisfied with their current 
parties. On the other hand, the 
uncertainty surrounding such an 
alliance including its structure, 
leadership and viability may push 
risk-averse politicians toward the 
relative stability of the ruling party.

 This is a moment of calculation 
for politicians especially lawmakers. 

“Do you move now to the APC 
and secure your place early, or 
do you wait and see if a strong 
opposition coalition emerges? That 
is the question many lawmakers 
are asking.

Within the National Assembly, 
recent months have already seen a 
steady erosion of opposition ranks, 
raising concerns about the weakening 
of legislative checks and balances.

 Civil society organisations 
have warned that continued 
defections could further tilt the 
balance of power in favour of the 
executive, undermining democratic 
accountability.

 The anticipated new round 
of  defect ions  could deepen 
those concerns, particularly if it 
involves high-profile lawmakers or 
significant blocs from opposition 
parties.

 There is also the question of 
how party leaderships will respond. 
Opposit ion part ies ,  a lready 
grappling with internal divisions, 
may find it difficult to stem the 

tide if members perceive better 
prospects elsewhere.

 Meanwhile, the APC will be 
under pressure to manage incoming 
members without exacerbating 
internal rivalries or alienating 
existing stakeholders.

 At the convention ground, 
much of this political maneuvering 
remains behind the scenes, even 
as public attention focuses on 
speeches, resolutions and party 
structure. 

However, seasoned observers 
note that the real significance 
of such gatherings often lies in 
the informal conversations and 
side meetings that shape future 
developments.

 As lawmakers prepare to 
reconvene, the atmosphere in Abuja 
is one of anticipation. Will the next 
plenary session open with another 
wave of defection letters? Will the 
opposition coalesce around a new 
platform, or continue to fragment?

 For now, the signals are mixed 
but unmistakable: Nigeria’s political 
landscape is once again in motion, 
with the APC convention serving 
as a catalyst and the National 
Assembly as the immediate theatre 
where the consequences will unfold.

 The coming weeks will likely 
determine whether the current 
drift toward one-party dominance 
continues, or whether emerging 
alliances can alter the trajectory. 

 Either way, the interplay between 
defections, party strategy, and 
electoral calculations is set to define 
the next phase of legislative politics 
in the country.

RED CHAMBER

GREEN CHAMBER

GODSGIFT ONYEDINEFU,  Abuja 
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Food & 
Beverages 

Roles of food processing machines

In the food va lue  chain 
machines play significant roles 
especially in processing and 
preservation by transforming 
raw agricultural materials 

into safe, nutritious, and consumable 
products. According to experts in the 
field their primary functions include 
increasing production speed, reducing 
post-harvest losses, and ensuring high 
hygiene standards. They also assist to 
extend shelf life through techniques 
like pasteurisation, freezing, and 
vacuum cleaning.

These encompass dealing with 
different food items such as fruits, 
vegetables, meats, nuts, or beverages. 
Indeed, various types of processing 
equipment can significantly improve 
production efficiency, ensure food 
safety, and help businesses achieve 
standardised, large-scale production 
anytime of the year.

According to seasoned professionals 
in food processing the different 
types of food processing equipment 
are categorised into mechanical 
processing tools, preparation tools and 
thermal processing equipment. Others 
include preservation, and packaging 
equipment. The types of machines in 
these categories are grinders, mixers, 
slicers, sterilisers, dryers, and vacuum 
sealers.

In terms of deployment, the main 
uses of food preparation equipment 
are cleaning, cutting, mixing and 
blending, Also, of importance are 
those for freezing, cooling and 
maintaining the high quality of 
processed food. These machines 
also keep uniformity and reduce 
manual labor. Doing so makes these 
machines suitable for large-scale food 
production faster.

Narrowing it down to different 
categories the mechanical food 
processing machines like slicers, 
grinders, mixers and extruders are used 
to change the shape, size and texture of 
different food items. Specifically, it 
is used in dough preparation, meat 
processing and daily production 
to achieve the product quality and 
enhance efficiency.

Next comes the thermal food 
processing machinery, such as 
steamers, ovens, pasteurizers, and 
sterilizers, are used to heat the food, 
destroy bacteria and extend shelf life. 
It also ensures food safety and retains 
the nutritional value, texture and 
colour of food items.

On their part, the food packing 
equipment, such as vacuum sealers, 
filling machines, and labeling systems, 

use machines like vacuum tumblers 
and brine injectors. These devices 
infuse flavors or solutions evenly 
and can greatly shorten marination 
times, all while ensuring food safety 
by minimising manual handling.

Cooling and freezing equipment
After food is processed or cooked, 

it often needs cooling or freezing to 
keep its quality and extend shelf life. 
Foods can spoil quickly if not stored 
correctly. The types of food processing 
equipment, like chillers, freezers, and 
blast chillers, are crucial in this phase. 
They rapidly lower temperatures, 
helping to prevent microbial growth 
and ensure food safety.

Cooking, smoking, and baking 
systems

Cooking, smoking and baking 
systems are specialised equipment 
in the food processing industry that 
preserve the food quality efficiently. In 
the bakery sector, ovens and proofers 
are vital for mass-producing bread, 
pastries, and other baked goods.

Packaging equipment 
Automated packaging systems 

ensure that products are sealed, 
labeled, and ready for distribution. 
These types of food processing 
systems may include vacuum 
packaging, sealing, labeling, and 
coding, all important for compliance 
and customer satisfaction. 

Pasteurizers
This type of Food Processing 

Machinery heats liquids like milk, 
juices, and sauces to a specific 
temperature to kill harmful bacteria 
while maintaining product quality. 
Pasteurization is necessary for food 
safety and extending shelf life. 

• Additional information from 
Envitro Technomech Pvt. Ltd.

Dodo & Ewa: A heritage & cultural food Nigeria must take to UNESCO

Nigeria’s culinary heritage 
is a living archive and 
one that speaks not only 
through grand festive 

dishes like Jollof rice or Egusi soup, 
but also through everyday meals 
that quietly sustain culture, identity, 
and memory. 

Among these, ewa and dodo – Jol-
lof Beans and Fried Plantains stand 
out as humble yet powerful symbols 
of Nigerian food heritage, worthy of 
recognition on the UNESCO Intan-
gible Cultural Heritage (ICH) list.

Ewa and dodo are  a cultural 
language understood across class, 
ethnicity, and geography in Nigeria. 
From the bustling streets of Lagos to 
quiet homes in Ibadan and Abeoku-
ta, from Oshogbo to Ore and other 
parts of the nation, the pairing of 
soft, stewed beans and golden fried 
plantains represents comfort, nour-
ishment, and shared experience. It is 
a meal that transcends economic di-
vides, equally cherished by students, 

with 
Lydia Eke

Gourmet Guide 
artisans, professionals, and elites, 
making it one of the most democrat-
ic expressions of Nigerian cuisine.

At its core, ewa, particularly in 
its “Jollof ” form,  is a reflection of 
indigenous knowledge systems. 
The slow cooking of beans, often 
enriched with palm oil, peppers, 
onions, and local spices, showcases 
a deep understanding of flavour lay-
ering and nutrition. Beans are a vital 
source of plant-based protein, mak-
ing ewa not only culturally signifi-
cant but also nutritionally strategic 
in a country where affordable pro-
tein sources are essential. This aligns 
with UNESCO’s emphasis on prac-
tices that contribute to community 
well-being and sustainable living.

Dodo, on the other hand, embod-
ies the art of transformation. Made 
from ripe plantains sliced and fried 
to caramelized perfection, it demon-
strates the ingenuity of Nigerian cu-
linary techniques, turning a simple 
food into a versatile delicacy. Wheth-
er served alongside rice, beans, or eat-
en on its own, dodo carries a sensory 
identity: its aroma, texture, and taste 
are instantly recognizable and deeply 
nostalgic for Nigerians at home and 
in the diaspora.

What strengthens the case for UN-
ESCO recognition is not just the dish-
es themselves, but the cultural practic-
es surrounding them. The preparation 
of ewa and dodo is often communal,  
passed down through generations, 
from mothers to children, from street 
vendors to apprentices.

In many Nigerian cities, “mama 
put” food vendors have become cus-

todians of this tradition, preserving 
authentic recipes and techniques in 
informal yet impactful ways. These 
vendors are not merely food sellers; 
they are cultural bearers, sustaining 
a culinary heritage that might other-
wise be lost in the face of globaliza-
tion and fast food culture.

Moreover, ewa and dodo have 
achieved a remarkable level of social 
and cultural symbolism. They are 
staples at roadside bukas, university 
cafeterias, religious gatherings, and 
even upscale restaurants reimagin-
ing Nigerian cuisine for global au-
diences. Their adaptability speaks to 
their resilience, an important crite-
rion for UNESCO’s Intangible Cul-
tural Heritage list, which values tra-
ditions that continue to evolve while 
retaining their core identity.

In the Nigerian diaspora, ewa 
and dodo serve as edible links to 
home. For many abroad, the taste of 
beans and fried plantain is a power-
ful reminder of identity and belong-
ing. This global presence further re-
inforces their cultural significance, 

positioning them not just as national 
treasures, but as part of the world’s 
shared culinary heritage.

Recognizing ewa and dodo on the 
UNESCO ICH list would validate the 
everyday experiences of millions of 
Nigerians. It would elevate the nar-
rative that heritage is not only found 
in palaces, festivals, or rare traditions, 
but also in the ordinary meals that 
shape daily life. It would also support 
efforts to document, preserve, and 
promote Nigerian culinary practices 
in the face of rapid modernization.

In a world increasingly drawn to 
authenticity and cultural storytell-
ing, Nigeria has an opportunity to 
present ewa and dodo as more than 
food, as heritage. Their simplicity is 
their strength; their ubiquity is their 
power. And in their story lies a com-
pelling case for global recognition.

It is also important to note that 
children loves this food a great deal! 
Ask any Nigerian mother! Lets visit 
the kitchen
Recipe for 5 servings

4 cups beans [brown or white]
1 onion [sliced or diced]
2 cooking spoons palm oil
5 big plantains [ripened]
A pinch of potash [optional]
Seasoning and salt to taste
3 red peppers [crushed or blended]

Method
• Make sure the beans are stone – 

free, wash them and bring to boil for 
10 minutes.

• Drain off the water, return to 
the pot and add fresh water that will 
cook the food.

• A pinch of potash can be added 

to the boiling pot! Why? [it’s a gen-
eral belief that potash helps to soften 
beans, although this is optional].

• One or two slices of onions is a 
very good and healthy idea! This is 
because the onions will add a special 
flavour to the cooking beans!

• While the beans are cooking, 
add the sliced or diced onions, once 
this is done, the aroma of the food 
will change immediately.

• Continue to cook until the 
beans are very tender.

• Once you know they are tender, 
add the salt and seasonings to taste 
including one or two cooking spoon 
of palm oil.

• Allow to simmer for six minutes 
before adding other ingredients.

• Cover and simmer until the 
beans are ready.

• Remove from heat and serve 
while you quickly fry the plantains.

• Set a frying pan on fire, wash 
and peel the plantains, cut into size-
able – chunks and fry with the re-
maining cooking oil.

• Make sure a pinch of salt is add-
ed [althogh it is optional].

• Fry until the plantains are gold-
en brown.

• Remove from heat and serve with 
the delicious protein enriched beans.

• Meanwhile, log on to the You-
Tube Channel, Gourmet Guide234 
Kitchen and the food blog gourmet-
guide234.com to read more about 
food, nutrition, and all you need to 
know about food journalism. Feel 
free to send a mail to gourmet-
guide234@gmail.com

is used to seal, label and wrap the food 
products and maintain the freshness. 
These machines also enhance shelf life 
and adhere to food safety standards.

Food Processing Equipment 
consists of the machines and tools used 
to convert raw ingredients into finished 
food products. From mixing to grinding 
and cooking, the different types of food 
processing equipment handle the foods 
safely, consistently and quickly.

Whether you want to make 
sauces, snacks or frozen meals, these  
machines play a vital role in keeping 
your food quality high. With the right 
types of equipment in your industry, 
you can boost efficiency, reduce waste 
and meet the safety standards. Let us 
read this guide and learn the different 
types of Food Processing Equipment 
with their uses.

Types and Uses of Food Processing 
Equipment.

 C l e a n i n g  a n d  w a s h i n g 
equipment 

Hygiene is a main focus in food 
processing, which makes cleaning 
and washing equipment crucial. This 
machinery cleans dirt, debris, and 
contaminants from raw ingredients. 
The machines like

Vegetable washers: Used for leafy 
greens, carrots, and potatoes. 

Fruit Washer Machine: Equipped 
with brushes and spray nozzles to clean 
fruits like apples, citrus, and berries. 

Ultrasonic Cleaners: Used for 
delicate products, providing a gentle 
yet thorough cleaning process.

Mixing equipment  
Mixers are essential in both small 

and large food operations. They 
combine ingredients evenly, whether 
you’re working with dough, meat 
blends, sauces, or seasonings. Modern 
food mixing machines feature 
programmable mixing cycles and 
hygienic designs, allowing control 
over product texture and consistency.

Grinding and cutting machines 
Grinders and cutters are vital 

for preparing meats, vegetables, and 
other ingredients to specific sizes. For 
example, an industrial meat grinder 
streamlines bulk meat preparation, 
ensuring uniform sizes for sausages, 
burgers, or deli items. Many facilities 
also use bowl cutters, food emulsifiers, 
and flaker equipment to achieve the 
desired ingredient size and structure.

Conveyors and handling systems
Conveyor machines and handling 

systems are used to move products 
through the processing line. Automated 
conveyors reduce manual handling, 
lower contamination risks, and improve 
line efficiency. Loader and transfer 
equipment, like loader machines, 
connect processing steps, optimizing 
flow and reducing labor needs.

Tu mbl i ng ,  i nj e c t i ng ,  an d 
marinating 

To spread seasonings or brines and 
improve product texture, processors 
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Creativity

Your work cuts across 
film, photography, 
and brand strategy. 
How did your jour-
ney into the creative 

industry begin?
My work has always come from 

empathy, a need to express, and an 
instinct to observe. I don’t just see 
output, I see intention. I see some-
thing deeper, almost like a soul, 
and my role is to translate that in 
a way people can feel and immedi-
ately understand. I didn’t formally 
start in the creative industry, but I 
was always around studios, con-
struction sites, film sets. I kept 
finding myself in spaces where 
things were being built visually, 
emotionally, and culturally. Over 
time, people began to recognise 
not just what I do, but how I think. 
I don’t see myself as a business-
man. First, I’m an artist. But I had 
to learn business, because creativ-
ity without structure doesn’t scale. 
That balance shaped my journey.

What drew you to the inter-
section of storytelling and busi-
ness?

I believe everything has a soul, 
every idea, every product, every 
thought. The problem is, most of 
them are never experienced the 
way they’re meant to be because 
they’re not communicated clearly.

There’s a gap between creators 
and consumers not because the 
work isn’t good, but because the 
value isn’t translated well. And 
within that gap, there’s opportunity.

Creativity without monetisa-
tion is dependency. Business with-
out storytelling is invisible. The 
real leverage is in owning both 
building ideas people can feel and 
systems that make them profitable. 
My role is simple: I bridge that gap.

How have architecture, music, 
and corporate experience shaped 
your perspective?

Architecture taught me struc-
ture. It showed me that creativity 
without functionality has conse-
quences. Music taught me emo-
tion. It sharpened my understand-
ing of feeling, timing, and depth 
in how to interpret what’s beneath 
the surface. Corporate taught me 
scale. It showed me how ideas 
evolve into systems that generate 
consistency and revenue.

Now, I combine all three: struc-
ture from architecture, emotion 
from music, and scale from corpo-
rate. That intersection defines how 
I approach every project.

You emphasise “narrative sys-
tems.” What does that mean in 
practical terms?

Narrative isn’t decoration, it's 

Nigeria has talent, not systems- that’s the 
missing link in the creative economy - Soiprala

infrastructure. A narrative system 
ensures a brand communicates 
clearly, consistently, and over time. 
It defines what a brand stands for, 
how it expresses that across con-
tent, and how it reinforces its val-
ue. It’s not about what you say once 
it’s about what people keep under-
standing about you. In Nigeria, 
many brands focus on the product, 
but the real work is in communi-
cating meaning. Visibility without 
clarity doesn’t build recall. If your 
storytelling isn’t structured, it be-
comes forgettable.

How can African storytelling 
evolve into a globally competi-
tive export?

It has to sit at the intersection 
of authenticity and audacity. Au-
thenticity keeps the story real. 
Audacity pushes it onto the glob-
al stage without hesitation. We 
don’t need to make our stories 
more digestible; we need to make 
them undeniable. But beyond ex-
pression, there’s a structural issue: 
ownership. We can’t just export 
talent; we have to export intellec-

tual property. If we don’t own what 
we create, we’re not building an in-
dustry, we're feeding one. The next 
phase is not just visibility. It’s con-
trol, scale, and ownership.

What are Nigerian brands 
getting wrong about storytelling 
today?

They focus too much on in-
formation and not enough on 
emotion. Storytelling is about 
world-building. If people don’t feel 
anything, they won’t remember 
you. There’s also an obsession with 
virality. Virality gives you atten-
tion for a moment. Memory gives 
you relevance over time.

Many brands are chasing num-
bers instead of meaning. But if 
people don’t remember you, you 
don’t exist in their decision-mak-
ing.

Can you share an example of 
narrative driving impact?

My work with the Adekunle Gold 
Foundation on sickle cell advocacy is 
a strong example. The challenge with 
advocacy is that it often leans on in-
formation, not emotion. We shifted 

the approach from presenting facts to 
telling a story people could feel. Once 
the narrative became clear, every-
thing aligned visuals, tone, delivery. 
The campaign reached over 780,000 
views and drove real engagement and 
donations.

That’s what narrative does: it 
turns attention into meaning, and 
meaning into action.

How can storytelling be mon-
etised more effectively in Nige-
ria?

The issue isn’t talent, its systems. 
We lack structure, distribution 
ownership, and strong monetisa-
tion models. We need to shift from 
content thinking to asset thinking. 
Content is consumed. Assets com-
pound. Ownership of intellectual 
property is key. If we build worlds 
around African stories like mythol-
ogy we’re not just creating content, 
we’re building ecosystems. And 
whoever owns those ecosystems 
controls the value.

What role should the govern-
ment and the private sector play?

The government should fo-

cus on policy, infrastructure, and 
funding systems. The private sec-
tor should drive execution and 
scale. Right now, both are reactive. 
We need long-term, coordinated 
thinking to build sustainably.

Are Nigerian creatives global-
ly competitive?

Creatively, yes. Structurally, 
no. We’re exporting stars, but not 
systems. Until we fix funding, dis-
tribution, and IP protection, we’ll 
have recognition without long-
term industry growth.

How transferable is storytell-
ing across industries?

Completely transferable. The 
format changes, but the principle 
stays the same: whoever controls 
the narrative controls the value.

What can traditional indus-
tries learn from creatives?

They need to get closer to the 
audience. Creatives understand 
attention, behavior, and trends in 
real time. That agility is what keeps 
brands relevant.

How important is collabora-
tion between creatives and cor-
porations?

It’s essential. Creatives bring 
culture. Corporates bring capital. 
Together, they scale.

What advice would you give 
creatives struggling with the 
business side?

Stop selling services. Start build-
ing identity. Have a clear narrative, 
a recognisable style, and a defined 
audience. If people can’t describe 
you, they can’t remember you.

What separates a creative 
from a creative entrepreneur?

A creative producer. A creative 
entrepreneur builds systems. One 
earns per project. The other builds 
assets and recurring revenue. The 
difference is leverage.

What does global competi-
tiveness mean in practical terms?

It means your work meets glob-
al standards, travels across mar-
kets, and generates revenue be-
yond your location, not just good 
for Nigeria, but viable anywhere.

What are the biggest structur-
al challenges in Nigeria’s creative 
economy?

Funding gaps, weak IP protec-
tion, poor distribution, and inconsis-
tent standards. These are infrastruc-
ture problems, not creative ones.

What does success look like 
for you and for Nigeria’s creative 
economy?

For me, success is building nar-
rative systems that scale globally. 
For Nigeria, success is ownership 
of IP, distribution, and value. Right 
now, we’re visible. The next phase 
is ownership.

Soiprala

Soiprala Prince, is a multidisciplinary creative strategist whose work spans film, photography, and brand systems. With roots in architecture, music, and corporate 
environments, he operates on a singular belief: every idea has a soul but its value is only realised when it is clearly communicated. He builds narrative systems that bridge 
the gap between creators and consumers, transforming creativity into scalable, monetisable ecosystems. At his core, he is an artist who learned business combining 
emotion, structure, and scale to create work that is not only seen, but felt and remembered, In this interview with KENNETH ATHEKAME, he discussed how African 
storytelling can evolve into a globally competitive export, and explored ways to monetise storytelling more effectively in Nigeria. Excerpts:



Power Management
Electrical safety, enhanced service delivery on 
front burner as NEMSA gets new leadership

The recent leadership 
change at the Nigerian 
Electricity Management 
Services Agency (NEM-
SA), a parastatal under 

the Federal Ministry of Power, is one 
designed to usher in an era of elec-
trical safety, enhance service deliv-
ery, quality assurance and regulatory 
compliance across the power sector 
value chain.

This is the consensus of key power 
sector operators who reacted to the 
recent change of leadership at the 
Agency. 

President Bola Ahmed Tinubu 
had on 10th February, 2026 appoint-
ed a seasoned technocrat, Adesayo 
Olusegun Michael, as the Managing 
Director/CEO of Nigerian Electric-
ity Management Services Agency 
(NEMSA) and the Chief Electrical 
Inspector of the Federation (CEIF). 
He replaced Engr. Aliyu Tukur Tahir.

A member of the Nigerian Society 
of Engineers (NSE), the new NEM-
SA Chief Executive comes with dis-
tinguished career record spanning 
several years of technical experience 
and expertise in Metering Systems 
with observers describing his ap-
pointment as fit and proper for the 
agency and the industry.

He was a pioneer Staff of the 
Electricity Management Services 
(EMS)  in the Pre-Privatization era 
of the power sector that transformed 
into NEMSA. He was also the   Head 
of NEMSA Oshodi Lagos Meter Test 
Station (MTS Oshodi) 

Until, his appointment, Michael 
was a Management Staff of Ibadan 
Electricity Distribution Company. 
(IEDC), among other key leadership 
positions he had occupied in the 
country.

Other Board members of NEMSA 
appointed by the President include: 
Aliyu Abdulazeez (Executive Direc-
tor, Technical);  Ikechi Clara Nwo-
su (Chairman, South East); Zubair 
Abdur’rauf Idris (Member);  Mrs. 
Igba Elizabeth (Member-North 
Central);  Sani Alhaji Shehu (Mem-
ber–North East); Adeyemi Adetunji 
(Member–South West); Emmanuel 
Eneji Nkpe  (Member–South South) 
and  Charles Ogbonna Asogwa 
(South East).

The new appointees complement 
the duo of Utsu P. Ashibel, the cur-
rent executive director, (Corporate 
Services) and Hajia Meimunat Audu, 
the Executive Director (Commercial 
Services), NEMSA who are already 
working in the Agency.

Reacting to Michael’s appoint-
ment, Kunle Olubiyo, National Pres-
ident of the Nigeria Consumer Pro-
tection Network, said the new MD/
CEO of NEMSA is a fit and proper 
person for the job. “He is fit for the 
purpose,” Olubiyo said. He expressed 
confidence in the new NEMSA 
helmsman citing Engr. Michael’s rich 
industry experience and valuable 
contributions to the power sector in 
Nigeria as valid credentials. 

In the same vein, Alhaji Abubakar 
Olajide, a former senior management 
staff of the defunct, PHCN, thanked 
President Tinubu for appointing 

 Sunday 29 March 2026 45www.businessday.ng •  www.facebook.com/businessdayng •  businessDayNG •  businessdayng

FRANCIS NWACHUKWU

Engr. Michael as NEMSA MD/CEO 
stating that he was highly qualified 
for the job. “I am highly delighted 
on his well-deserved appointment 
as MD/CEO of NEMSA and have no 
doubt that under his leadership the 
agency will be very pro-active in the 
discharge of its responsibilities not 
only to the industry but to the nation 
as a whole. 

He urged the new NEMSA leader-
ship to ensure the elimination of fake 
and substandard electrical materials 
in the country “May Almighty Allah 
grant him wisdom and sound health 
to pilot the affairs of the commission 
beyond imagination”, Abubakar add-
ed.

Another stakeholder and Manag-
ing Director/Chief Executive Officer 
of the Association of Power Genera-
tion Companies (APGC,) Dr. (Mrs.) 
Joy Ogaji commended NEMSA for 
its critical regulatory role within 
the Nigerian Electricity Supply In-
dustry (NESI), particularly in the 
enforcement of technical standards, 
inspection of electrical installations, 
and certification of electricity me-
ters and instruments. She noted that 
these functions remain fundamental 
to ensuring the safety, reliability, and 
sustainability of Nigeria’s power in-
frastructure.

She however charged the new 
leadership on the need to increase 
public awareness of NEMSA’s activ-
ities, especially in meter testing, cer-
tification, and compliance monitor-
ing, stressing that greater visibility of 

the Agency’s work would encourage 
compliance with established stan-
dards and ultimately promote the 
efficient use of electricity across the 
country.

She further suggested the estab-
lishment of regular collaborative 
engagements between NEMSA and 
other stakeholders such as APGC 
as a platform for knowledge shar-
ing, improved coordination, and 
sustained progress within the power 
generation sector.

Shortly after assumption of office 
in February this year, the new NEM-
SA leadership led by Adesayo Mi-
chael swung into action by embark-
ing on reform programmes aimed 
at repositioning the agency to effec-
tively discharge its mandate. These 
include, Staff capacity development, 
enhanced collaboration and partner-
ship with sister agencies and interna-
tional partners, as well as redirection 
of the agency towards the attainment 
of its Mandate. 

Furthermore, the new NEMSA 
Chief Executive has reaffirmed the 
commitment of the agency under his 
able leadership to promoting electri-
cal safety, quality assurance, and reg-
ulatory compliance in the Nigerian 
Electricity Supply Industry (NESI)

He also reiterated the Agency’s 
readiness to work closely with all 
the stakeholders within the Nigerian 
Electricity Supply Industry to en-
sure strict compliance with electri-
cal standards, improved operational 
safety, and enhanced service delivery 

across the power value chain.
According to him, sustained col-

laboration among power sector play-
ers remains vital in advancing the 
shared goal of strengthening Nige-
ria’s electricity infrastructure while 
safeguarding lives and property 
through effective inspection, testing, 
and certification of electrical instal-
lations and equipment.

He spoke separately when he re-
ceived in his office, delegation of the 
GIZ/European Union and those of 
the Association of Power Generation 
Companies of Nigeria (APCON) 
who recently paid him courtesy vis-
its. 

According to the NEMSA CEO, 
“strategic partnerships among key 
institutions within the power sector 
is crucial in driving reforms, improv-
ing operational efficiency, and ensur-
ing a safe and sustainable electricity 
supply for Nigerians.” 

It will be recalled that what is 
today known as the Nigerian Elec-
tricity Management Services Agen-
cy (NEMSA) started in 2013 as the 
Electricity Management Services 
Limited (EMSL), one of the succes-
sor companies established by the 
Federal Government in line with 
the provisions of part 1 Section 8 of 
the Electric Power Sector Reform 
(EPSR) 2005, the Supplementary 
Regulations.

In 2015, the Agency was estab-
lished by the NEMSA Act   2015 
(now the Electricity Act 2023) to 
carry out the functions of Enforce-

ment of Technical Standards and 
Regulations, Technical Inspection, 
Testing and Certification of All Cat-
egories of Electrical Installations, 
Electricity Meters and Instruments 
to ensure the Efficient Production 
and Delivery of Safe, Reliable and 
Sustainable Electricity Power Sup-
ply and Guarantee safety of Lives 
and Property in the Nigerian Elec-
tricity Supply Industry; and for Re-
lated Matters.

The establishment was in response 
to several decades of substandard 
electrical equipment/materials be-
ing used in the NESI, combined with 
vandalism, substandard construc-
tion practices, and poor maintenance 
of power installations across the val-
ue chain of generation, transmission 
and distribution, including utiliza-
tion, have plagued the development 
of the power sector in Nigeria. 

This was largely due to lack of ef-
fective enforcement of technical 
standards, testing and certification 
of electrical installations in the NESI, 
this necessitated the Federal Govern-
ment establishing an independent, 
professional and technical agency 
NEMSA to deal with these technical 
lapses in the industry.

Critical Elements of NEMSA’s 
Mandate include:

1.Ensuring that: –
One. electrical materials/equip-

ment/instruments used in NESI, 
workplaces and other premises are of 
the right type, quality, standard and 
specifications;

ii. the power systems and net-
works put in place have been prop-
erly planned, designed and executed 
before use to ensure that such sys-
tems and networks are capable of 
delivering safe, reliable and regular 
electricity supply to the consumers 
nationwide;

iii. electrical installations in 
homes, offices, commercial and in-
dustrial premises have been properly 
installed and/or executed to ensure 
reliability and safety of use, lives and 
property.

iv. safety of lives and property 
within the grid and off-grid net-
works is assured;

v. electricity energy meters and in-
struments used in Nigeria are of the 
right type, quality, class and accuracy 
for proper accountability of energy 
produced, delivered, supplied / uti-
lized by the consumers.

2. Certification of all Electrical In-
stallations Contractors, Practitioners 
and all other technical personnel 
engaged in the practice of electrical 
installations works along the Power 
value chain and utilisation and other 
premises.

3. Take over the functions of stat-
utory electrical inspection, testing 
and certification of all electrical in-
stallation hitherto carried out by the 
Director of Electrical Inspectorate 
Services and the Electrical Inspec-
torate Services Division of the Fed-
eral Ministry of Power.

By this Act, NEMSA becomes the 
sole agency authorised by Law to 
carry out the enforcement of Tech-
nical Standard & Regulation, Inspec-
tion, Testing and Certification of all 
Electrical Installations in Nigeria.

Adesayo Olusegun Michael, MD/CEO, NEMSA & CEIF.
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Plateau APC members involved in road accident 
while travelling for national convention

A contingent from Plateau 
State travelling to Abuja 
for the All Progressives 
Congress (APC) nation-

al convention were involved in a 
road accident along the Jos–Abuja 
highway on Friday. 

Details of the crash remained 
sketchy, but BusinessDay gathered 

that there were multiple injuries 
and several of the passengers were 
rushed to nearby hospitals for med-
ical attention.

At the time of this report, it was 
unclear whether those affected were 
official delegates for the convention 
or party supporters travelling inde-
pendently.

The exact cause of the crash has 
yet to be established.
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BVN key to faster reimbursement 
of failed bank depositors – NDIC

SIKIRAT SHEHU, Ilorin

REGIS ANUKWUOJI, Enugu

The Nigeria Deposit Insur-
ance Corporation (NDIC) 
has underscored the crit-
ical role of the Bank Veri-

fication Number (BVN) in facilitat-
ing the prompt reimbursement of 
customers affected by bank failures, 
describing it as a primary tool for 
“automatic” payouts.

Thompson Oludare Sunday, 
managing director and chief exec-
utive officer of NDIC, made this 
known during the corporation’s 
Special Day at the 37th Enugu In-
ternational Trade Fair, themed ‘Em-
powering MSMEs for Global Com-
petitiveness.’

Sunday, represented by Gambo 
Hawal, director of communication, 
reaffirmed the corporation’s com-
mitment to maintaining financial 
system stability and protecting de-
positors.

He disclosed that NDIC’s insur-
ance coverage currently protects 
about 99 percent of depositors in 
Nigeria’s banking sector. 

He added that the corporation 
has strengthened its coverage limits 
in response to prevailing economic 
conditions.

Under the revised structure, de-

Abia holds state burial for Uma Ukpai

Abia State Government 
(ABSG) has held a 
state burial service 
in honour of the late 
Uma Ukpai, Abia-

born global evangelist and God’s 
general, who died at the age of 80 
years.

Governor Otti, while speaking 
during the event held at the Inter-
national Conference Centre Umua-
hia on Thursday, March 26, 2026, 
challenged people to live a Godly 
life so that when they are no more, 
they would be remembered for 
good.

Otti noted that Ukpai did not 
die but only transited.

“How can he die? You can see 
the children that came out, the 
great work that he did here.

“So, the challenge is for all of us. 
What would people say on a day 
like this, when it is our turn? You 
can see testimonies everywhere. I’m 
sure that you have been blessed,”  
Otti stated.

He thanked God for the gift of 
Rev. Uma Ukpai to Abia State, Ni-
geria and the world and disclosed 
that he decided to honour him be-
cause honour should be given to 
whom it is due.

“We thank God for the gift of 
Papa Uma Ukpai, to our genera-
tion, to our dear state, to our Akwa 

Ibom State, to Nigeria, to Africa, 
and to the world.

“Our decision to honour him is 
in our character of giving honour to 
whom honour is due.

“So Daddy, we thank you for the 
contribution you made to our state.

“We thank you for what you 
represented and we wish you well. 
Good night,” Otti concluded.

The governance, who further ap-
preciated the wife of the deceased, 
Philomena Uma Ukpai for granting 
approval for the state to honour the 
husband, urged the bereaved fam-
ily, not to weep like those without 
hope.

“I want to thank you Mummy 
(Ukpai) for allowing us, give hon-
our to whom honour is due. And to 
the family of the bereaved. You can 
weep, but not like the unbelievers, 
because he knows where he is head-
ed,” Otti admonished

He also said: “If you weep so 
much, maybe you are weeping for 
yourself. But for him, it is clear 
where he is headed. On that resur-
rection morning, I have no doubts 
that our daddy and all those who 
died in the Lord will wake up. They 
will resurrect, and we will meet 
with them again. That is the prom-
ise that God gave us,” said Otti.

Umo Eno, governor of Akwa 
Ibom, who was represented by 
Akon Eyakanyi, his deputy, in his 

Man flogged to death for 
alleged rape in Bayelsa
SAMUEL ESE, Port Harcourt

A 47-year-old man iden-
tified as Emi Sigah 
has died while being 
flogged for alleged rape 

of a 10-year-old girl at Ekeowe, 
Southern Ijaw Local Government 
Area of Bayelsa State.

In Ekeowe, according to their 
custom, perpetrators of rape re-
ceive 10 strokes from each of the 
12 quarters that make up the com-
munity.

Sigah fainted after receiving 40 
out of the 120 strokes on Wednes-
day, according to sources in the 
coastal community.

It was gathered that following 
the incident, the community youth 
leader and three others have been 
arrested while the police have 
commenced investigation into the 
matter.

The victim had accompanied her 
aunt to a nearby farm to harvest 
okra and as they were returning 
home the deceased ambushed her.

The unsuspecting aunt was 
walking ahead thinking the young 
girl was behind her while the de-

ceased was allegedly sexually mo-
lesting her niece.

A passerby who caught the cul-
prit in the act raised the alarm and 
the community condemned the 
taboo, which in Ekeowe tradition 
is punishable by 120 strokes of the 
cane.

However, in this case, some 
community folk offered to pay as 
much as N50,000 and N15,000 as 
alternative to the flogging, which 
the community rejected. 

The community insisted on the 
flogging to serve as deterrent to 
others and after 40 strokes, Sigah 
fainted and was later confirmed 
dead thereby resulting in panic in 
coastal community.

Ayebaitari Easterday, chief press 
secretary to Target Segibo, chair-
man of Southern Ijaw Government 
Area, said normalcy has returned 
to the community with the time-
ly intervention of local officials in 
collaboration with security opera-
tives.

Easterday said police in Oporo-
ma, headquarters of the local gov-
ernment area, in company of some 
council officials have evacuated the 

body of the suspect and deposited 
it at the Federal Medical Centre, 
Yenagoa.

He said that the council con-
demned the action of the commu-
nity youths, describing it as alien 
to Modern laid-down processes of 
handling criminal cases and urged 
the people to report criminal cases 
to the appropriate authorities in-
stead of taking the laws into their 
hands.

Easterday, however frowned at 
the sexual molestation of a minor, 
describing it as repugnant.

He stated: “As much as council 
does not align with the repug-
nant attempted rape of the mi-
nor, the action of the youths is 
alien.

“It would have only been com-
mendable if they had reported the 
matter to security agencies for the 
law to take its course.”

When reached for comment, 
Musa Mohammed, Police Public 
Relations Officer, Bayelsa State Po-
lice Command confirmed the in-
cident, saying: “Yes. Four persons 
have been arrested. Investigation is 
ongoing.”

Palestine crises: Group calls for peaceful 
resolution, unity among global Islamic nations

Al- Harakatul Islami-
yyah, an Islamic organ-
isation has criticised 
what it described as 
the silence and disu-

nity within the global Muslim com-
munity over the worsening crisis in 
Palestine, urging Nigerian Federal 
Government to adopt a firmer dip-
lomatic stance against Israel.

AbdulRazzaq AbdulWahab Al-
Amin Aladodo, the group’s leader 
stated this on Friday at programme 
organised to commemorate the 
2026 Quds Day, held in Ilorin Kwara 
State.

Aladodo, who delivered speech 
on the theme: “Complacency of the 
Muslim Ummah and Compromise 
of Islamic Teachings: The Reason for 
the Worsening Plight of Palestini-
ans” warned that continued inaction 
by Muslim nations has contributed 
to the prolonged suffering in Gaza 
and other Palestinian territories.

He noted that Quds Day remains 
a significant moment for Muslims 
worldwide to reflect on the impor-
tance of Masjid Al-Aqsa, which he 
described as Islam’s third holiest site 
and a symbol of both spiritual and 
political relevance.

According to him, the Palestini-
an crisis dates back to 1948 with the 
creation of Israel, which led to the 
displacement of hundreds of thou-
sands of Palestinians and the take-
over of key holy sites in Jerusalem.

He said: “The persistent agony of 

speech, described Uma Ukpai as a 
visioner.

Governor Eno, who noted that 
the deceased fought a good fight of 
faith, and finished well, encouraged 
Abians, Akwa Ibomites and all Ni-
gerians to take heart, as he lived a 
godly life worthy of emulation.

In his tribute, Mosy Madugba, 
national secretary of PFN Pente-
costal Fellowship of Nigeria, who 
spoke behalf of PFN,  noted that it is 
good to die the death of a righteous 
man, described Ukpai as a global 
voice and unifier of ministers of the 
gospel.

He noted that this is the first 
time the PFN is placing her flag 
on the coffin of anybody in Nige-
ria, and emphasised that his lega-
cy transcends generations, adding 
that he lived a good life and yielded 
himself to God, who used him to 
affect lives positively.

Wale Oke, bishop and the pres-
ident of the Pentecostal Fellowship 
of Nigeria, in his sermon stressed 
the need for all to come to Jesus, 
insisting that it is only giving one’s 
life to Christ that would make one 
to die a righteous death.

Oke, who took his text from 
Numbers 23:10 and spoke on the 
topic, “Let me die the death of the 
righteous”, said that, while alive, 
Uma Ukpai taught people how 
to die a death of the righteous, 

called on the Central Bank of Nige-
ria (CBN) to strengthen regulatory 
measures to reduce the incidence of 
bank failures and protect depositors.

He stressed that proactive over-
sight was crucial to preventing fi-
nancial losses, particularly in the 
current economic climate.

Onyemelukwe commended 
NDIC for its consistent participa-
tion in the trade fair, noting that its 
presence helps raise public aware-
ness of its mandate and activities. 
He described the corporation as a 
“beacon of hope” for depositors, 
providing a vital safety net in times 
of financial distress.

Reflecting on past banking cri-
ses, he noted that the establish-
ment of NDIC has significantly 
improved depositor protection, 
sparing Nigerians the heavy loss-
es once experienced during bank 
collapses.

While acknowledging the rela-
tive stability in the banking sector, 
Onyemelukwe urged the CBN to en-
sure that its policies do not inadvert-
ently create panic or place undue 
pressure on depositors.

He applauded both NDIC and 
the CBN for their continued efforts 
in safeguarding the nation’s financial 
system.

assistance for Palestinians affected 
by the ongoing crisis, adding that, 
“the current crisis in the Middle 
East must not remove the Palestini-
an question from global focus.” 

The group equally urged Gulf 
nations to review the presence of 
foreign military forces in the region 
and called for renewed efforts to 
resolve disputes within the Muslim 
world, warning that disunity contin-
ues to weaken collective influence.

It also criticised diplomatic en-
gagements between some Arab 
countries and Israel, describing such 
agreements as detrimental to the 
Palestinian cause.

He encouraged people to be 
more prayerful for unity and lasting 
peace across the Muslim world.

In his submission, Abubakar 
Sadeeq, Mudeer Daaru Jaoharat In-
stitute of Arabic Studies Jagun Oke-
lele enjoined Muslim to be submis-
sive to their creator. 

He said that whatever happens 
to individuals, whether good or bad 
is predestined, noting that God is 
all-knowing. He therefore called for 
a renewed commitment to religious 
values, stressing that there is a re-
ward for every action.

“We must return fully to divine 
guidance, which remains the only 
path to peace and success,” he said.

He added that everyone will face 
one trial or another, urging that 
when efforts to attain something do 
not yield results, individuals should 
continue to rely on God and remain 
steadfast.

UDOKA AGWU, Umuahia

through preaching the gospel of 
grace as against religiosity.

He noted that  Uma Ukpai did 
not serve money nor corrupt the 
gospel but lived a life of holiness, 
hence, God made his death glori-
ous. He added that Uma Ukpai fol-
lowed God in deed and in preach-
ing.

Chidi Uma Ukpai, first son 
of Rev. Uma Ukpai, in his vote of 
thanks behalf of the family, thanked 
Governor Alex Otti and all individ-
uals who attended the state burial 
for identifying with them in their 
time of challenges.

He assured that the family was 
standing on the rock, which their 
father established for them, adding 
that they would follow it.

The state burial service, at-
tracted many dignitaries including 
Douye Diri of Bayelsa State and 
his wife; Peter Obi, the 2023 pres-
idential candidate of the Labour 
Party; deputy governors, wife of 
the former governor of Edo State, 
Bassey Obaseke; members of the 
National Assembly, members of 
Abia and other State Houses of As-
sembly, members of the State Ex-
ecutive Council, John Azuta, pres-
ident general of Ohanaeze Ndigbo 
Worldwide, many servants of God, 
traditional rulers led by Eze Linus 
Nto Mbah, and people from all 
walks of life.

He said that from the moment  you ar-
rive,  you will receive a warm and genuine 
smile from the staff, that will make a differ-
ence from other hotels and leisure places 
you have visited or lodged in before visiting 
Summer Inn Essentials,  Owerri. 

The general manager described the 
rooms as being spotless, flawlessly clean, 
“cozy and thoughtfully  arranged. Comfort 
beds are good  and,  reliable  air conditioner,  
hot water,  fresh beddings,  working with Wi 
Fi that can actually  stay connected through 
out your stay”. 

He disclosed that every facility in Sum-
mer Inn Essentials is modern.

And at Sumner Inn Essentials’  Premi-
um Restaurant, he continued, the break fast 
is delicious and well prepared,  local dish-
es alongside some continental options are 
served,  added.  

According to the general manager, those 
who eat at the  Summer Inn Essentials’ Pre-
mium  Restaurant will never forget the per-
fected blend of exotic cuisine .

Summer Inn Essentials opens 
for business in Owerri

Hotel and Hospitality sector of the 
Imo State economy has contin-
ued to expand  as Summer Inn 
Essentials, a five-star hotel, has 

opened its doors to the public for business. 
Francis Ifeanyi Agomuo, a seasoned 

hotel and hospitality administrator and 
the general manager (GM) of Summer Inn 
Essentials who spoke exclusively to Busi-
nessDaySUNDAY,  said that the hotel, has 
unique luxury accommodations,  peaceful 
surrounding with natural scenery and is lo-
cated in Pocket Layout,  Jacob Zuma Way, 
New Owerri, an area noted for 24-hour se-
curity.

According to him, with modern  com-
fortable,  clean leisure facilities,  coupled 
with peaceful surroundings , Summer Inn 
Essentials is a “home away from home “ 
where you can spend a refreshing weekend 
with your family and loved ones. 

SABY ELEMBA, Owerri

positors in Deposit Money Banks (DMBs), 
Mobile Money Operators, and Non-Interest 
Banks are insured up to N5 million, while 
those in Microfinance Banks and Primary 
Mortgage Banks are covered up to N2 million.

Explaining the reimbursement process, 
Sunday noted that NDIC does not depend 
on government funding to compensate de-
positors. Instead, it draws from the Deposit 
Insurance Fund (DIF), which is financed 
through premiums paid by licensed banks.

He emphasized that the integration of 
BVN into the system has significantly im-
proved efficiency, enabling the corporation 
to trace depositors’ alternative accounts and 
credit them within days of a bank’s closure, 
thereby eliminating delays previously associ-
ated with manual processes.

Addressing concerns of depositors with 
balances exceeding insured limits, Sun-

day assured that such funds are not entirely 
lost. He explained that additional payments, 
known as liquidation dividends, are made 
from proceeds recovered through debt repay-
ments and the sale of assets of failed banks.

“These payments are made in tranches 
as more funds are recovered. We have suc-
cessfully implemented this in cases such as 
Union Homes, Aso Savings and Loans, and 
more recently Heritage Bank, where multiple 
dividend payments have already been made,” 
he said.

The NDIC boss also cautioned Nigeri-
ans against patronising fraudulent financial 
schemes and so-called “wonder banks,” urg-
ing the public to remain vigilant.

Earlier, Nnanyelugo Onyemelukwe, pres-
ident of the Enugu Chamber of Commerce, 
Industry, Mines and Agriculture (ECCIMA), 
represented by the first Deputy Eric Chime 

the Palestinians and the desecration 
of Masjid Al-Aqsa are clear indica-
tions of injustice in the global order” 
adding that recent developments in 
the Middle East have further deep-
ened tensions.

Aladodo identified the October 
7, 2023 Hamas attacks as a major 
turning point, noting that the af-
termath has intensified hostilities 
across the region, including rising 
tensions involving Iran.

“There is a clear connection be-
tween ongoing military confron-
tations in the Middle East and the 
longstanding Palestinian struggle, 
which must not be sidelined,” he 
noted.

The cleric commended Iran’s in-
volvement in the region, contrasting 

it with what he described as the fail-
ures of past Arab coalitions, particu-
larly during the 1967 Arab-Israeli 
war.

On Nigeria’s response, he urged 
the government to move beyond 
calls for a ceasefire and take a more 
decisive position.

“It amounts to tokenism to 
merely call for a cessation of hos-
tilities when the aggressors are well 
known,” he said.

Aladodo further called on Nige-
ria to cut diplomatic ties with Israel 
over alleged human rights violations 
in Gaza and restrictions on worship 
at the Al-Aqsa Mosque.

He also appealed to Muslim 
countries to set aside internal divi-
sions and prioritise humanitarian 

Wumana Bako, Plateau State 
spokesperson of the APC who con-
firmed the incident in a telephone 
chat with BusinessDay, said he had 
not received detailed reports about 
the number of casualties or the 
identities of those involved.

“Yes, I am aware of the accident, 
but I have not gotten details yet, and 
I am not sure whether anyone died,” 
he said.

...As Otti challenges all to live Godly life



Women's World
IWD: 300 Nigerian women get impact 
digital skills certified by ILO, ILC

The 2026 International 
Women’s Day (IWD) cel-
ebration has brought succor 
to 300 women around Ni-

geria through training in ICT with 
certification from the International 
Labour Orgaisation (ILO) through 
the International Labour Centre 
(ILC).

The training lasted for three days 
with physical headquarter in Port 
Harcourt, Rivers State capital. The 
grand finale took place at Menage 
Centre on Nkpogu Road in Trans-
Amadi Industrial Area on Thursday, 
March 26, 2026.

Explaining details to newsmen, 
Mercy Odibe, coordinator of the 
scheme, who is also head of wom-
en in export at the Institute of Ex-
port Operations and Management 
(IEOM) said they were able to or-
ganize the three-day programme. 
She said it was mainly for empower-
ing women.

“The first two days were for train-
ing them on digital skills. And they 
were certified after the training from 
the International Labor Organiza-
tion (ILO) and International Train-
ing Centre (ILC).

Odibe stated: “Because we are an 
Institute, we are trainers who can 
train other people. So we decided to 
use this medium to train 300 women 
entrepreneurs for this International 
Women's Day.

“So today is the final, as we call 
it.  We awarded certificates and also 
we honored women who were out-
standing in their fields.  So, ultimate-
ly, everything we did today and what 
we've been doing is just to empower 
women, to ensure that their busi-
nesses move from point ‘A’ to point 
‘B’, until they get to where they ought 
to be and where they expect to be.”

So far, she said, it has been a suc-
cessful programme. “We know there 
are many women out there that do 
not know what is happening now.

“That's one of the reasons we've 
been looking for people to partner 
with, both national and internation-
al partners.  I believe with collabo-
ration, we'll be able to reach out to 
more people.

“Again, one of the persons we hon-
ored today, he is a man and from the 
programme, we could hear that he 
is the first man we are honoring in 
this International Women's Day pro-
gramme. We started this programme 
for like three years now.  This is the 
third year since 2024.

“And for all the women we've hon-
ored, we've not had any man. Now, 
the reason we honored this man to-
day is because he has been engaged 
in community services, empowering 
women in different communities. 
So, we are acknowledging him and 
we're going to be working with his 
company as a way of reaching more 
people, even in the communities.

Then, we're going to make use of 
the social media. Yes, we're in the 
digital age. We keep reaching out to 
people.”

At the moment, she went on; “As 
I'm speaking to you, we have one of 
our sponsors again, who came in all 
the way from Lagos. We are training 
people in Lagos though we are in 
Port Harcourt here. But because it's a 
digital age, we can stay anywhere and 

reach out to more people.
“I want to send a message out 

there to young women, especially 
to young females. I wish to tell 
every woman out there listening to 
us, you are a woman, you have the 
power. You can strive for more.”

She admonished women entre-
preneurs not to limit themselves. 
“Don't think, oh, let me just stay 
where I am. No, there is an oppor-
tunity for you to grow.

“There's an opportunity for you 
to move out there and be who you 
want to be. And you can't be that 
person if you stay, if you isolate 
yourself. Collaboration is the key.

“Come out there, partner with 
people. And there is an ongoing 
cooperative. It's called Port Har-
court Empower Hearth Coopera-
tive Society.

“It's a cooperative that is big 
enough to accommodate everyone. 
Moving people from local to inter-
national markets. So you are free to 
come and join the cooperative.”

Supporting the women, Ofon 
Udofia, executive secretary of the 
export institute, said how they 
have supported the International 
Women's Day (IWD) with the 
theme, ‘Give-to-Gain’.  “So we have 
been doing this for the past three 
years. As a result of that we decided 
to put up a sustainable programme 
for women, which is the ‘Empower 
Hearth Multi-Purpose Coopera-
tive Society’, and not only that, we 
also brought in women from the 
hearing impaired group, the people 
with disability, so that trade can be 
inclusive.

“So this year's theme is ‘Give-
to-Gain’.  We are giving to women. 
Some women are also being given 
recognition and awards for the role 
they played in development, both 
in academics and the other sec-
tors.”

He said they were also collabo-
rating with other NGOs and insti-
tutions as well such as Aaron and 
Hall, a foundation. “We collabo-
rate with Osusu, which they just 
showed, and we collaborate with 
GT Bank, and the rest. We have a 
lot of other collaborators that we are 
working with. 

support themselves. Just like Made-
line Albright, the former American 
Secretary of State, believed that a 
special place should be created by 
God in Hellfire for women who 
don't support their fellow women. 
So we don't want that to be.

“We want to make sure that wom-
en support their fellow women.”

He appealed to women out there 
to come and join the Cooperative 
because it is easier and better and 
stronger to work as a team than as 
an individual.

Some of the awardees and par-
ticipants who spoke with news-
men showed huge appreciation to 
the collaboration. A wife, Supreme 
Pillar, a marketing strategist, a busi-
nesswoman, and a digital content 
creator, said she has been privileged 
to be among the participants of this 
great conference.

 “We learned about our legal pro-
tection in the economic and digital 
space. We also learned that as wom-
en and business owners, we should 
be able to have insurance, health 
insurance. That it's really impor-
tant for us to have health insurance 
because if we don't, if we are not 
protected and insured, we may end 
up spending everything that we've 
built in taking care of our health.

“Aside that, we also learned about 
the different e-commerce platforms 
that we can use to trade and also 
build connections. One important 
aspect of today's event was the ex-
hibition. We got to the exhibition 
stand, we saw different products 
from different companies and small 
business owners.

“As business owners, we're able 
to share our context and also get to 
buy and trade today. A woman is 
the builder of the future. We should 
put more time and all our resources 
in building the women as we build 
our future.”

On her own, Emanuella Edut, the 
regional manager for Sonja School 
Africa, and director for Puri Reel 
who also manages the Adaptive 
Impact Foundation, showed ap-
preciation for her award. “I feel re-
ally humbled, appreciated, and just 
grateful.

“My background spans across so-
cial impact, business, social develop-
ment.

“In the last decade, I have developed 
programmes for children in under-
served communities, giving them access 
to education, skills, and other resources 
that would help them.

“So, beyond that, I have just been 
launching a business and trying to push 
it forward. It's very rewarding that we get 
to be appreciated and we can give back.”

She said Puri Reel as a company also 
sponsored five-minute for this pro-
gramme. “So that's us giving back and 
giving impact to our community and 
encouraging other women to just, you 
know, do good.

“I think young women should just 
focus on the journey and the desti-
nation will be ahead of them. They 
can just do anything, push for excel-
lence and they will achieve it.”

IGNATIUS CHUKWU

“As business owners, 
we're able to share our 
context and also get to 
buy and trade today. A 
woman is the builder of 
the future. We should 

put more time and all our 
resources in building the 
women as we build our 

future.”

train and reach out to more people. 
So it's not going to end here. We'll 
continue to make noise. We want as 
many women as possible, as many 
persons as possible, to be aware of 
this initiative, of this programme, 
and we'll try as much as possible to 

.As IEOM collaborates with Heart Foundation

“The essence of this programme 
is not just to do a celebration, it's a 
foundation, it is a calling, it is on-
going that women should be able to 
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The Insecurity Triad (II): Banditry — the rural 
siege and the weaponisation of the harvest
There is a different kind of 

silence in the countryside. 
It is not the anxious quiet 

of a ringing phone, but the heavy 
stillness of abandoned farmlands. 
Crops rot where they were planted. 
Footpaths disappear into overgrowth. 
Entire communities live with one eye 
open—not listening for a call, but 
for the distant echo of motorcycles 
approaching.

B r i g a d i e r - G e n e r a l  L a w a l 
Bature Mohammed (rtd), former 
C om ma nder  of  t he  Z a m fa r a 
Community Protection Guards 
(CPG), was meant to be part of the 
solution. Instead, he became part of 
the story. Popularly known as Dan 
Gusau, he was shot by bandits in a 
brutal attack last year, sustaining 
severe bullet wounds that required 
evacuation to Egypt for advanced 
medical treatment. He would later 
succumb to those injuries.

His funeral prayer was held on 
Thursday evening, March 26, 2026, 
in Sabon Gari, Gusau, the Zamfara 
State capital, where he was laid to 
rest in accordance with Islamic rites.

In a functioning system, men like 
him secure the land. In this one, they 
are claimed by it.

Last week in The Sunday Stew 
as we examined kidnapping in the 
first part of The Insecurity Triad, 
I promised that today we would 
turn to the next front in Nigeria’s 
deepening security crisis—banditry. 
If kidnapping is the marketplace 
where human lives are traded, then 
banditry is the siege that makes 
that market possible. It is the slow, 
grinding occupation of Nigeria’s rural 
heartland.

While kidnapping targets the 
individual, banditry targets the land 
itself. This is no longer just a “Nigerian 
problem.” In a world of fragile supply 
chains, the rural siege of Northern 
and Middle-Belt Nigeria has become 
a critical bottleneck for global food 
security.
From raids to occupation
Banditry in Nigeria has evolved 
beyond sporadic v iolence into 
something more structured and 
enduring. What began as cattle 
rustling and opportunistic raids has 
matured into a system of territorial 
control.

Across vast stretches of the North-
West and North-Central, armed 
groups now operate within what are 
effectively “ungoverned spaces”—
zones where the authority of the 
state is weak or absent. In these areas, 
bandits do not simply attack; they 
administer, regulate, and extract.

In the vast “ungoverned spaces” of 
the Northwest, banditry has evolved 
into a medieval form of territorial 
sovereignty. It is no longer enough for 
criminal gangs to raid a village; they 
now “tax” the very act of survival.

The Harvest Toll: Farmers in states 
like Katsina, Zamfara, and Niger are 

forced to pay “protection fees” just to 
plant their seeds, and a second “exit 
fee” to harvest their crops.

The Price of Defiance: Refusal 
to comply often invites violent 
reprisals—raids, kidnappings, or the 
destruction of entire communities.

This is not taxation in the civic 
sense. It is coercion, enforced through 
fear and sustained by violence.

The abandoned acre
According to recent agricultural 

surveys, over 2.5 million hectares 
of arable land remain uncultivated 
due to the threat of violence. Entire 
farming seasons have been lost, not 
to drought or flood, but to insecurity.

For the Nigerian farmer, the land is 
no longer just a source of livelihood—
it is a contested space. Stay and risk 
death. Pay and perpetuate the system. 
Or flee and lose everything.

This has triggered widespread 
displacement, with thousands of 
rural families relocating to urban 
fringes or internally displaced persons 
(IDP) camps, where livelihoods are 
uncertain and futures diminished.

Pe r h a p s  n o w h e r e  i s  t h i s 
convergence more evident than 
in Zamfara State, where banditry 
and illegal mining have become 
dangerously intertwined. In these 
territories, the bandit is no longer 
just a raider of farms, but a gatekeeper 
of gold. Control of land now means 
control of both harvest and mineral 
wea lt h. This dua l economy—
agricultural extortion above ground 
and illicit extraction below it—has 
created a powerful incentive structure 
that makes the crisis far more difficult 
to dismantle.

But this model is no longer 
confined to Zamfara. It has expanded 
into the Federal Capital Territory 
(FCT) and its neighbouring states—
Niger, Nasarawa, and Kaduna—
evolving into what can only be 
described as a sophisticated conflict 

economy.
Recent security assessments 

from agencies such as the EFCC 
and the Ministry of Solid Minerals 
indicate that these armed groups 
no longer rely solely on kidnapping 
or rural taxation. They are now 
actively managing, taxing, and 
securing mineral extraction as a 
parallel revenue stream to fund their 
operations.

The ‘mining–insecurity’ nexus
The Federal Government has 

identified illegal mining as a primary 
enabler of banditry. The Minister of 
Solid Minerals, Dele Alake, has noted 
that many bandit attacks are not 
random acts of violence, but are often 
linked to efforts to clear communities 
from mineral-rich lands.

Attacks in parts of the FCT—
such as Kwali, Kuje, and Bwari—
have forced residents to flee. Once 
these areas become ef fectively 
“ungoverned,” i l lega l  mining 
syndicates move in to extract gold, 
lithium, and lead without resistance.

Security data from late 2025 
suggests that over 60% of bandit 
camps in the North-Central region 
are located within 10 kilometres of 
illegal mining sites, highlighting the 
strategic overlap between violence 
and resource extraction.

This is not incidenta l. It is 
deliberate—violence as a precursor 
to extraction.

R e venue  s t re a m s  a nd t he 
financing of violence

I l lega l  m i n i ng now f u nd s 
b a n d i t r y  t h r o u g h  mu l t i p l e , 
structured channels:

•Direct Extract ion: Armed 
groups occupy mining sites and 
compel ar t isana l miners, who 
are often displaced work under 
coercion. The extracted minerals are 
sold to middlemen and trafficked 
through porous borders.

•P rot e c t ion  Fe e s :  M i n i n g 

syndicates pay “rent” or protection 
mone y  t o  b a nd i t  l e a d e r s  t o 
guarantee uninterrupted operations 
and shield themselves from rival 
groups or security interventions.

•Ba r ter Systems (Mi nera ls 
for Arms): In some cross-border 
corridors, gold and lithium are 
exchanged directly for small arms 
and light weapons, bypassing formal 
financial systems and making these 
transactions extremely difficult to 
trace.

What emerges is a closed-loop 
system where natural resources 
finance insecurity, and insecurity 
protects resource exploitation.

Geographic hotspots: The new 
resource frontiers

T h e  m i n e r a l - r i c h  b e l t 
surrounding Abuja has become a 
focal point of this evolving crisis:

Niger State (Shiroro & Munya): 
Rich in gold deposits, these areas 
have seen bandits transition from 
cattle rustling to controlling mining 
pits, using proceeds to acquire more 
advanced weapons and logistics.

Nasarawa State: The recent 
lithium rush has triggered a surge 
in illegal mining. Security agencies 
have uncovered multiple sites where 
so-called “conf lict minerals” are 
extracted to fund local armed groups.

FCT Forest Corridors: Remote 
zones along the Bwari–Tafa axis 
serve as strategic transit hubs, where 
minerals are aggregated before being 
transported to urban centres or 
smuggled across borders.

These zones form a resource 
corridor of insecurity, l inking 
rura l v iolence to national and 
transnational economic networks.

Economic loss and the limits of 
state response

The financial implications are 
staggering. Nigeria is estimated 
to lose approximately $9 billion 
annually to the illegal export of gold 

and other solid minerals.
I n  r e s p on s e ,  t h e  Fe d e r a l 

Government established a specialised 
Mining Marshal Corps in 2025 to 
secure mining sites and disrupt 
illegal operations. However, reports 
indicate that these forces are severely 
stretched. Many i l legal mining 
locations are situated in deep forest 
territories, where bandit groups have 
established fortified positions and 
high-intensity operational bases.

The result is a familiar pattern: a 
state struggling to project authority 
i nt o  s p a c e s  w h e r e  c r i m i n a l 
economies have already taken root.

A self-inflicted famine
As I argued in the second edition 

of The Sunday Stew, “A Country 
Without Earthquakes,” nations 
across the Sahel of ten endure 
poor harvests and famine as a 
consequence of natural forces—
chief among them desertification. 
History offers even starker examples, 
such as the devastating famine in 
Ethiopia during the 1980s, where 
environmental stress combined with 
structural weaknesses to produce 
humanitarian catastrophe.

Niger ia’s  case ,  however,  i s 
more troubling. Our crisis is not 
primarily driven by nature, but 
by human agency. Banditry—this 
sel f-inf l icted disaster—is now 
producing conditions of severe 
hunger. Farmers are heavily taxed, 
fields are abandoned, and entire 
communities have been emptied of 
productive life.

What drought and desertification 
achieve through nature, banditry is 
now replicating through violence. 
The result is the same: scarcity, 
displacement, and hunger—but with 
one critical difference. This is a crisis 
we have created, and therefore one 
we can resolve.

From farm to table: The inflation 
spiral

For the international observer, 
this is a clear case of what can 
only be described as “Agricultural 
Terrorism.” When the acclaimed 
“Breadbasket of Africa” is under 
siege, the consequences extend far 
beyond national borders.

Nigeria’s food inflation, currently 
hovering at record highs, is a direct 
result of this disruption:

Reduced agricultural output 
leads to scarcity;

Scarcity drives price increases;
Rising prices erode household 

purchasing power. The result is a 
vicious cycle of economic strain, 
hunger, and vulnerability.

The ‘bandit tax’ and the price 
of a meal

 The correlation between banditry 
and food costs in 2026 has moved 
beyond temporary disruption. It 
has hardened into what can only be 
described as a structural tax on the 
Nigerian dinner table.



 CHRIS AGBEDO 

Every crisis has a climate, a 
patterned environment in 
which it germinates, mu-
tates, and endures. Nigeria’s 
insecurity is not a scatter of 

isolated incidents but an ecosystem, a 
dense web of actors, motives, terrains, 
silences, and signals, all feeding into 
one another. In such an ecosystem, 
violence is not merely executed; it is 
enabled, narrated, justified, deferred, 
and sometimes disguised. Guns crack 
in the forests; yes, but meanings are 
forged in the corridors of power, in the 
calibrated utterances through which 
the state explains, excuses, or escalates 
its response. Within this ecosystem op-
erates what may be termed a discursive 
quadrangle, i.e., a four-cornered ar-
chitecture of elite expressions through 
which insecurity is named, framed, 
and managed. The metaphor is not ac-
cidental. In geometry, a quadrangle is a 
figure bounded by four sides, held to-
gether by four vertices, its stability de-
pendent on the tension and alignment 
among its angles. Remove one side, 
distort one angle, and the figure warps; 
its symmetry collapses; its internal bal-
ance gives way. Some quadrangles are 
regular and harmonious; others are 
skewed, stretched, or asymmetrical; 
yet, all are defined by the interplay of 
their four defining points.

 Transposed into the realm of dis-
course, the quadrangle becomes a con-
ceptual tool: four dominant linguistic 
positions, each a vertex, each exerting 
pressure, each shaping the contour 
of meaning. The “sides” are the con-
nections between these positions, the 
transitions and tensions that bind them 
into a single communicative structure. 
But unlike a well-proportioned geo-
metric quadrilateral, Nigeria’s discur-
sive quadrangle is irregular; its angles 
misaligned, its sides unequal, its centre 
unstable. The result is not equilibrium 
but oscillation; it is a rhetorical figure 
that cannot quite hold its shape, even 
as it continues to frame national re-
sponse. Thus conceived, the discursive 
quadrangle is not a formal doctrine but 
a patterned repertoire: the familial, the 
demonising, the technocratic, and the 
evasive. Each corner offers a distinct 
moral grammar, a different linguis-
tic lens, a separate pathway to policy. 
However, knitted together, they pro-
duce not coherence but contradiction, 
a chorus without harmony, a structure 
without symmetry.

 In this quadrangle, language does 
not merely describe insecurity; it dis-
tributes empathy, assigns blame, cali-
brates urgency, and ultimately shapes 
action. Words become instruments, 
soft in tone, hard in consequence. They 
do not only tell us what is happening; 
they tell us how to feel about what is 
happening, and by extension, what 
ought to be done. It is against this con-
ceptual backdrop that the sociolinguis-
tics of power becomes indispensable. 
For in the act of naming lies the seed 
of response, and in the framing of vio-
lence lies the fate of justice.

In the sociolinguistics of power, 
naming is hardly neutral. To name is 
to frame; to frame is to steer thought, 
to tilt judgment, to script response. 
Words are not mere labels pinned to 
reality; they are levers that lift or lower 
moral weight. Beneath this aphorism 

Discursive quadrangle of Nigeria’s 
insecurity ecosystem 
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Word Matters 

lies a harder truth: language does not 
merely accompany power; it consti-
tutes it. This insight finds its theoretical 
authority in the tradition of Critical 
Discourse Analysis (CDA), particular-
ly in the works of Norman Fairclough 
and Teun A. van Dijk, who insist that 
discourse is both socially conditioned 
and socially constitutive. It is the un-
seen architecture within which percep-
tion is housed, judgment is calibrated, 
and action is authorised. Naming, in 
this sense, is an act of indexicality; it 
points beyond the object named to a 
web of meanings, affiliations, and mor-
al alignments. To call an armed actor a 
“bandit,” a “terrorist,” a “criminal,” or a 
“brother” is not a lexical choice alone; it 
is a political positioning. Each term car-
ries a moral grammar: criminality in-
vites punishment; terrorism demands 
exceptional force; brotherhood solicits 
empathy and restraint. Thus, language 
compresses ideology into everyday 
speech, turning words into quiet carri-
ers of policy.

 Framing deepens this process. It se-
lects, highlights, and organises reality, 
making certain interpretations appear 
natural while others recede into silence. 
When perpetrators are described as 
“misguided” or “aggrieved,” the narra-
tive tilts toward causation and context; 
blame thins; explanation thickens. But 
when they are cast as “monsters,” con-
text collapses into condemnation; nu-
ance is banished, and force is sanctified. 
Between these frames lies the moral ge-
ometry of state response. Words do not 
simply report the world; they help pro-
duce it. Repeated labels sediment into 
regimes of truth, shared assumptions 
about who is guilty, who is redeemable, 
and what actions are legitimate. Over 
time, these assumptions harden into 
institutional reflexes. A nation begins 
to act in accordance with how it speaks. 
Language, then, is not merely reflective; 
it is generative; it births the realities it 
names.

 Overlay this with the politics of 
proximity: those perceived as “ours” 
are softened by speech, while those 
cast as “others” are hardened by it. Kin-
ship tempers condemnation; distance 
sharpens it. Thus emerges a gradient 
of moral inclusion, where empathy is 
unevenly distributed and where the 
boundaries of belonging are drawn 
not only on maps but in metaphors. It 

is within this dense linguistic ecology 
that Nigeria’s insecurity ecosystem un-
folds, an arena where bullets and words 
co-produce reality, where violence 
is both physical and discursive, and 
where the struggle for security is insep-
arable from the struggle over meaning.

 The first vertex of the quadrangle is 
the familial discourse. It speaks in the 
language of kinship and cultural conti-
nuity: “Not all bandits are criminals.” “If 
your brother is a terrorist, he is still your 
brother… we will not use force.” Here, 
violence is not denied but domesticat-
ed. The perpetrator is drawn into the 
moral household, his brutality narrated 
as grievance, his deviance reframed as 
estrangement. The gun remains real, 
but the rhetoric runs soft. In this frame, 
empathy dilutes urgency, and account-
ability bends under the weight of be-
longing.

 The second vertex is the demon-
ising discourse. It erupts with moral 
absolutism, stripping the perpetrator 
of humanity itself. The Vice-President, 
Kashim Shettima, captures this register 
starkly: “Demented monsters… not 
part of the human race.” Here, there is 
no brotherhood, no context, no com-
promise, only a sharp moral severance. 
If the familial discourse baptises and sa-
nitises, this discursive vertex vapourises 
and banishes. If one softens, the other 
scorches. In this frame, force is not only 
justified; it is sanctified.

 The third vertex is the technocrat-
ic discourse of constraint. A former 
Defence Minister, offered a language 
of operational limitations: bandits are 
known, their locations mapped, yet they 
inhabit forests bombs cannot penetrate, 
terrains where strikes risk civilian lives. 
It is a rhetoric of caution, of calculated 
restraint. Yet, beneath its strategic veneer 
lies a subtle deferral. The forest becomes 
more than geography; it becomes met-
aphor, a canopy under which decisive-
ness hesitates. Constraint, here, risks 
sliding into quiet justification. 

 The fourth vertex is the evasive dis-
course of knowing without naming. 
Again, a former Chief of Army Staff 
introduced this unsettling note: the 
financiers of terrorism are known in 
official circles, yet remain unnamed 
publicly for reasons unknown to him. 
Discursively, this fourth mode is per-
haps the most consequential. By as-
serting knowledge, the state signals 

competence; by withholding names, 
it signals constraint inspired by lack of 
political will. The gap between know-
ing and naming becomes a fault line 
where trust erodes. For in the grammar 
of governance, to know and not act is 
not neutrality; it is participation by 
omission. Silence, in this register, is not 
empty; it is loaded.

 Together, these four vertices - famil-
ial, demonising, technocratic, and eva-
sive - form the discursive quadrangle 
that frames Nigeria’s insecurity ecosys-
tem. But unlike a balanced geometric 
figure, this quadrangle tilts. Its angles 
strain against one another; its sides 
fail to align. The result is not structural 
integrity but rhetorical instability. Lan-
guage becomes strategy; rhetoric be-
comes refuge. To call a bandit “brother” 
is to soften the ground for negotiation, 
to substitute kinetic fury with soothing 
balm of non-kinetic lullaby, to justify 
restraint, to normalise amnesty. On 
the flip side, to name him “monster” 
is to clear the moral path for force, to 
foreclose dialogue. To describe him as 
“logistically unreachable” is to defer 
urgency, to cloak hesitation in realism. 
To admit that his financiers are “known 
but unnamed” is to suspend account-
ability in a haze of discretion. Each label 
carries a policy in its pocket, an ideol-
ogy in its bloodstream. Words are not 
innocent; they are armed.

 Yet, beneath this plurality lies a trou-
bling continuity: the elasticity of elite 
morality. When violence is proximate, 
it is explained; when it is distant, it is 
condemned. When perpetrators are 
socially entangled, they are linguisti-
cally softened; when they are political-
ly inconvenient, they are discursively 
hardened. Thus, the same act - kidnap-
ping, killing, terrorising - receives dif-
ferent moral grammars depending on 
who speaks and whom it serves. This 
is not merely inconsistency; it is discur-
sive complicity. It is a house bounded 
by four voices, yet unified in evasion. 
It is a nation where the geometry of 
language distorts the ethics of action, 
where meaning is malleable, and where 
accountability dissolves in a haze of 
half-justifications.

 For what happens when a state can-
not harmonise its voice? Confusion 
seeps into command, hesitation into 
strategy, ambivalence into action. Sol-
diers step out with uncertain swagger 

and advance with uncertain mandates. 
Citizens retreat into uncertain trust. 
The battlefield expands, not only in 
space but in meaning. And the peo-
ple - the ordinary citizens, the vulner-
able victims, the expendables - are left 
stranded on the semantic crossroads to 
navigate this amoebic figure of speech. 
They hear that perpetrators are “broth-
ers,” and they wonder why justice hes-
itates. They hear that they are “mon-
sters,” and they ask why annihilation 
delays. They hear that they are “known 
but unreachable,” and they question the 
reach of the state. They hear that finan-
ciers are “known but unnamed,” and 
they begin to suspect that power itself 
may be part of the problem. Between 
empathy and enmity, between knowl-
edge and silence, a crisis of credibility 
festers.

 In the end, the victims do not speak 
in frames or metaphors. Their silence is 
stark, their loss unvarnished. They are 
neither brothers nor monsters - only 
bodies, only names, only absences. 
While the elite debate nomenclature, 
the ground keeps count. Each drop 
of human blood etches a soul-searing 
stain on the canvas of our collective hu-
manity. Each mass grave is a colon in 
a sentence, which the state seems too 
shy, or timid, or scared, or indifferent to 
complete. Nigeria stands, therefore, at a 
linguistic crossroads. It must decide not 
only how to fight insecurity, but how to 
speak it. For speech precedes strategy, 
and clarity precedes coherence. A frag-
mented discourse breeds a fragmented 
response; a distorted quadrangle yields 
a distorted will.

 The task is not to erase difference, 
but to align it with responsibility, to 
straighten the angles, to stabilise the 
frame, to ensure that language serves 
justice rather than obscures it. For in the 
final reckoning, words will be weighed 
not by their elegance but by their con-
sequences. This is the animating spirit 
of Word Matters: that language is law 
in latency, policy in preview, power in 
quiet motion. Words do not merely 
decorate thought—they direct it; they 
do not simply describe reality—they 
decide its trajectory.

And so, the closing cadence is not 
poetry alone but prognosis:

When terror is called brother, justice 
hesitates.

When terror is called monster, mer-
cy evaporates.

When terror is called unreachable, 
responsibility recedes.

When terror is called officially 
known but publicly unnamed, ac-
countability is abandoned.

 And when a nation cannot harmo-
nise its voice, it risks becoming an echo 
chamber of its own undoing, where 
contradictions cancel clarity, and noise 
drowns resolve. Policy stumbles, trust 
thins, and citizens grope in semantic 
fog. A divided tongue breeds a divided 
will; and a divided will cannot defend 
a wounded state. Such is the peril in-
scribed in the discursive quadrangle of 
Nigeria’s insecurity ecosystem, a figure 
misshapen by discordant voices, where 
fractured language fractures resolve, 
and a nation falters within the very ge-
ometry of its own speech.

 
•Agbedo, a professor of Linguistics, 

University of Nigeria Nsukka, Fellow 
of Netherlands Institute for Advanced 
Study, is a public affairs analyst.
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Tribute

Bariname 
Beke Fakae, 
onetime vice 
chancellor of 
the Rivers State 

University of Science and 
Technology (now Rivers State 
University), clocked 70 years 
on Thursday, March 26, 2026, 
and was crowned the ‘Prince 
of Three Temples.’

The crowning is in form 
of a book by his last son, 
Niabari, which upgraded the 
previous book, ‘Prince of Two 
Temples’, written years back 
by Ignatius Chukwu, a Port 
Harcourt-based journalist. 
The book was unveiled 
in Port Harcourt Friday 
evening, March 27, 2026, at 
the Senate Chambers of the 
RSU by an oil magnet, Dumo 
Lulu-Briggs.

The unveiling took place 
at a colloquium hosted in his 
honour by the Rivers State 
University by the authority of 
the present Vice Chancellor, 
Isaac Zeb-Obipi, who 
described Fakae as the father 
of modern RSU and origin of 
digital system at which the 
Rivers State University has 
excelled.

Describing Fakae further 
as an Iroko, the VC said the 
genius now known as the 
priest of three temples was 
not only a transformer of 
the University but one who 
laid the foundation of the 
e-University that the RSU 
has become. “He encouraged 

BB Fakae, Africa’s foremost professor of veterinary parasitology 
and entomology, becomes ‘Priest of Three Temples’

BB Fakae, celebrates 70 years

L-R: BB Fakae, Isaac Zeb-Obipi (VC of RSU), and Dumo Lulu-Briggs, founder 
of Platform Oil. 

to his late father, called for a 
triumvirate system to develop 
the economy by the coming 
together of a university, 
businesses within the area, 
and the government of the 
state.

“We are here to inherit the 
knowledge that service to 
community is key. We will 
always pick the best of us 
for the rest of us. It is good 
that the professor’s ideas are 
serving generations in the 
University. Prof Fakae is one 
of the richest in character in 
our country,” he declared.

He responded to the 
request by the Vice 
Chancellor for the building 
of a centre in the RSU 
where companies would 
establish their research 
units for a closer gown-to-
town relationship to glow, 
promising that his company 
would undertake the project 
to completion in the next 24 
months.

Reviewing the ‘Priest 
of Three Temples’, Friday 
Barikpe Sigalo, a professor 
of Applied Physics at the 
RSU, showed how the book 
grew from the precursor, the 
‘Priest of Two Temples’, to 
what it is now, and showed 
key segments that treated 
academia, the church, and 
now community service.

He said the author, Niabari 
Fakae, displayed high degree 
of craftsmanship and literary 
prowess in postulating 
the various philosophical 

foundations that carried the 
three temples under review.

The author, in his remarks, 
said he was steadily in the 
witness box of his father’s 
evolution for 40 unbroken 
years, and that in writing the 
book in a hurry, he tasked 
his father the same way his 
father tasked him in doing 
things. He said the book was 
written in a hurry, saying his 
father always wanted him to 
write a book about his life.

He said the book avoided 
the full trappings of a 
biography but tried to 
interpret stages and events 
instead of just recording 
them. He gave huge credit 
to the author of the ‘Priest 
of Two Temples’ from which 
the ‘Priest of Three Temples’ 
took off.

A panel discussion by 
persons who have known BB 
Fakae and family over the 
years included Ikechi Nwogu, 
Ibifuro Asawo of CINFORES, 
Ignatius Chukwu of 
BusinessDay, and Adi Wali of 
the Association of Nigerian 
Authors, anchored by Ndume 
Green, a journalist.

The panel admitted that 
Fakae has been a man on a 
mission with clear methods 
of how to do whatever he 
sets his mind on to do. 
They showed how Fakae 
is consummate in any 
relationship and cares deeply 
about the next person, yet 
he maintained decorum and 
discipline.

gown-to-town concept and 
brought in industry gurus 
to build facilities in the RSU 
that have remained a legacy 
to this day.”

According to Zeb-Obipi, 
the former VC has a rich 
profile as father of modern 
RSU, man that brought 
huge infrastructure to the 
University, man who ended 
violence and frequent 
shooting in the University, 
the VC that boosted 
academic standing of the 
University, the man who 
established ICT unit of 1000 
desktops and introduced 
e-exams, man who restored 
the credibility of the 
University, a visionary leader, 
and a highly responsible 
man.

In his brief remarks, Fakae 
said time and responsibilities 

of office were finite resources 
that must be used effectively 
for humanity. He said he is 
always guided by a remark by 
a young person at an event 
who he said had said: “If you 
find yourself in any position 
and you cannot make a 
difference, then you have no 
business there.”

He said early in life, he 
called on God to take total 
control of his life and do with 
it whatever pleased Him as 
Lord.

Explaining why he chose a 
colloquium instead of a bash, 
Fakae said it was to bring 
focus to bear on enduring 
values, to think together, etc. 
He said life offers something 
to be examined and 
interrogated, not for display.

He recalled that he has 
always been called to 
service at moments of crisis. 
Apparently responding to 
widely held notion that he 
never favoured one over 
another, he said leadership 
must be exercised without 
favouritism.

He repeated his famous 
quote: “No parasite survives 
by killing its host; because 
the parasite too, will die.”

Lulu-Briggs, the high chief 
who unveiled the book, who 
is the founder of Platform 
Oil Limited, and who 
once managed Moni Pulo 
Development Company Ltd, 
the oil company belonging Huge attendance to celebrate the professor of Veterinary Parasitology. 



53Sunday 29 March 2026 www.businessday.ng •  www.facebook.com/businessdayng •  businessDayNG •  businessdayng

The Unfinished Project: The Lion of the Niger Delta Vol 1.
From 4th August 1967 to 
the Present

Unlike most agents 
of change, the 
I s a a c  J a s p e r 

Adaka Boro of History 
left a detailed account 
o f  h i m s e l f  i n  h i s 
autobiographical “The 
Twelve-Day Revolution.” 
From these memoirs we 
know he was born on 10th 
September 1938; executed 
his violent revolution 
and was condemned to 
death in 1966; released 
from the death row to 
life imprisonment in 
May 1967; and from life 
imprisonment to freedom 
on 4th August 1967.

There is no second 
guessing about his life 
between 10th September 
1938 and 4th August 1967. 
What we cannot say for 
sure were his activities 
between 4th August 
1967 and 18th May 1968 
when he was assassinated. 
Professor Mondy S. Gold 
chronicles the unusual 
life of a highly evolved 
revolutionary he describes 
as “a man of absolutes.” 
The narrative rests on 
documented sources and 
human memory in filling 
the gap from 4th August 
1967 to the present. 
He does a beautiful job 
admitting reliable sources 
like Esther Boro, David 
Boro, Omoyele Sowore, 
Chief (Dr) Bob Nabena, 
Professor Ambily Etekpe, 
etc.

With the publication 
of Gold’s “Isaac Adaka 
Boro: The Unfinished 
Project:  The Lion of 
the Niger Delta: Vol 1,” 
expectations peaked that 
the whole truth about 
the assassination of this 
native son would finally 
be known. Unfortunately, 
s u c h  h o p e  re m a i n s 
deferred as Gold, like 
other writers before him, 
appears to see no evil, 
hear no evil and speak 
no evil. But Ijaws believe 
their son was assassinated 
to pave way for a post-war 
agenda that would see Ijaw 
territories that control 95% 
of Nigerian crude oil and 

Book Review

Any literature on 
Boro that fails to 
investigate his 
assassination, or 
indulges in a one-
sided exercise by 
hearing only from 
former Nigerian 
officers without 
a balancing input 
from former Biafran 
officers, has told us 
nothing new

Four, the 
following words 
could have been 
used once with 
their synonyms 
substituting: 
Intersection, 
pivotal, nuanced, 
poignantly, 
resonates, 
testament, 
tapestry and 
resonance
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KABOWEI AKAMANDE 90% of the Atlantic coast 
balkanised and weakened 
to make their exploitation 
possible (p. 123). Any 
literature on Boro that 
fails to investigate his 
assassination, or indulges 
in a one-sided exercise by 
hearing only from former 
Nigerian officers without 
a balancing input from 
former Biafran officers, 
has told us nothing new.

What excites me about 
Gold’s book was seeing 
Forward 1 written by the 
wartime Commander-
in-Chief of the Nigerian 
Armed Forces, General 
(Dr) Yakubu Gowon. 
Forward 3 is written by 
another war veteran, 
B r i g a d i e r  G e n e r a l 
Godwin Alabi-Isama. 
As the Head of State, 
Gowon simultaneously 
superintended over the 
two British proxy wars 
against the Igbo-born 
Lt Col. Chukwuemeka 
Odumegwu-Ojukwu who 
led the separatist Biafran 
Republic and Ijaw-born 
Boro. The objective was 
to wrestle the Ijaw vast oil 
and gas fields from both 
Boro and Ojukwu.

Isama claims to be the 
last person Boro spoke 
to before being killed 30 
minutes later. He admits to 
Edmund Obilo that Boro's 
GOC, Col. Benjamin 
Adekunle, was on Away 
Without Leave, AWOL, 
the day Boro was killed 
but that the two of them- 
Isama and Adekunle, 
were communicating 
on a two-way 301 radio. 
The question begging for 
answer is how Adekunle 
could  sneak  of f  for 
medical treatment in an 
unknow hospital, whose 
location was unknown, 
without clearance from 
Lagos. Importantly, could 
Adekunle go AWOL on 
the very day the decisive 
battle for the liberation 
of Port Harcourt was to 
start? No GOC does that 
(see “The Fall of Biafra 
in the Atlantic Theatre: 
Isaac Boro, Battle for 
Oguta  & Adekunle’s 
Deadly Orders:” https://
w w w. y o u t u b e . c o m /
watch?v=9pH0CsAdNYs. 

Retrieved 19th March 
2026).

Isama’s claims do not 
add up leaving one to 
configure what happened. 
In preparation for his 
revolution, Boro with 
Samuel Owonaru and a 
few others approached 
foreign embassies for 
support. Profilers at the 
MI6 (the UK’s foreign 
intelligence agency) could 
have warned that Boro was 
a greater evil than Ojukwu 
against the British interests 
in the Niger Delta: Before 
Ojukwu and Biaf ra , 
Boro and his Niger Delta 
Republic were. The latter’s 
ability to train 3000 Ijaw 
youths in his amphibious 
Sea School during the war 
could only mean he was 
surreptitiously preparing 
for an empire within an 
empire. Solution? Use 
Boro to defeat Ojukwu; 
then knock him off and 
the Ijaw resources are 
yours. Leave the details 
for Gowon and Adekunle. 
The burden is on Gowon 
to clear his name because 
Boro’s assassination was a 
war crime.

Ungrateful Ijaws
Gold must be credited 
as the first writer to 
draw attention to the 

unspeakable suffering 
of those the folk hero 
left behind. Economic 
frustration, for instance, 
drove Esther,  B oro’s 
first daughter, into early 
marriage. As for Felix, 
Olubunmi and Deborah, 
Boro’s other kids, there 
is no record about their 
economic conditions in 
a 21st Century Ijawland 
saturated with tens of 
billions of naira every 
month from pipeline 
surveillance contracts. I 
am related to the Boros by 
marriage. I agree Boro's 
children were neglected.

David, Boro’s junior 
brother and Head of the 
Boro Family, reveals that 
Boro’s widow and fatherless 
children were very much 
left to fend for themselves 
by Ijaw leaders.  The 
exception was President 
Goodluck Jonathan whose 
fraternal creed of “No 
Boro should suffer” was 
faithfully implemented 
by Governors Seriake 
Dickson and Douye Diri. 
To David’s regrets that 
Boro died in vain, Gold 
sums:

O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t 
emotionally resonant 
e lements  of  David’s 
r e f l e c t i o n  i s  h i s 
acknowledgement of the 
“unwritten resolve of the 
people he died for not 
to fully rehabilitate the 
family.” This indictment 
of the Niger Delta people, 
for whom Isaac Boro 
gave his life, reveals the 
moral paradox inherent 
in nationalistic struggles. 
David articulates the 
painful reality that while 
the Niger Delta people 
have benefitted from Isaac’s 
sacrifices, his families 
continue to languish in 
neglect. (p.302).

The Great Ijaw Paradox
There is another paradox. 
In English there is a 
figure of speech called 
ellipsis, where you say 
something by not saying it. 
Elliptically, Gold confirms 
a latent conspiracy aimed 
at writing some canonical 
Ijaw nationalists out of 
relevance. Not once in 
his 374-page work did he 
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mention Felix Tuodolo, 
Oronto Douglas and 
Joseph Evah. For instance, 
the Kaiama Declaration 
was written by Douglas 
and Isaac Osuaka but 
signed by Tuodolo and 
TK Ogoriba.

Evah tendered four 
pet it ions  before  the 
Oputa Commission on 
Human Rights Violation 

demanding/or claiming that 
(a) Gowon, Adekunle and 
Shell assassinated Boro (b) 
President Olusegun Obasanjo 
be tried for genocide against 
Odi people (c) Compensation 
for families of 25 Ijaw soldiers 
killed in the Okar’s coup, and 
(d) Oil firms to pay Ijaws Eight 
Hundred Trillion Dollars for 
environmental damage. Oputa 
said the petition on Boro’s death 

was too dangerous and threw 
it out (see Banner News, April 
9-18, 2001, front page). The 
indomitable Evah fought back 
in the High Court.

There is erasure in Gold’s 
rendition of the resistance 
historiography (pp.21-22); 
omitting Henry Emomotimi 
Okah, the “General Master” 
of the “warriors." It is selective 
morality celebrating Boro 

while disclaiming Okah. 
I call that the Great Ijaw 
Paradox.

An Inverted Struggle
The author sounds the 
alarm that post-Amnesty 
Niger Delta struggle is 
seriously degraded by 
the establishment. By 
promoting a few warlords 
who serve as safety valve 

against wide-spread anger, 
Nigeria has succeeded in 
reducing the Boro legacy 
to an inverted struggle, 
akin to the mythical 
ouroboros, that devours 
itself while leaving intact 
the status quo:

In recent years, the 
Nigerian government, 
perhaps uncomfortable 
w i t h  d e a l i n g  w i t h 
decentralized, highly 
f o r m i d a b l e ,  a n d 
amor phous  mi l i t ant 
groups, has pivoted towards 
a new approach: the 
promotion of identifiable 
warlords…. By elevating 
select militant leaders 
to positions of influence 
and granting them state-
s anc t i one d  s e c u r i t y 
contracts, such as oil and 
gas pipeline surveillance, 
the  government  has 
effectively transformed 
erstwhile agitators into 
custodians of the very 
infrastructure they once 
sought to dismantle…. In 
this calculated gambit, the 
federal government has 
weakened the collective 
leverage of Niger Delta 
agitators, diffusing their 
revolutionary fervour 
while maintaining the 
uninterrupted flow of 
crude oil, the lifeblood of 
Nigeria’s economy (p.24).

Botched Proofreading
T h a t  G o l d  q u o t e d 
Sowore's statement of 
June 30, 2024 (p.166), 
w hi le  h is  work  was 
published the following 
2025, is an indication he 
rushed the publication 
of his manuscript. It 
shouldn’t be so because 
his prodigious work is 
defective as it suffers 
“familiarity blindness” 
i n  e d i t i n g .  I t  i s  a 
cognitive phenomenon 
where a writer - even 
professional proofreaders 
are susceptible to this 
trick of the mind - fails 
to detect errors in a text 
because they are too 
familiar with its content. 
Akachi Ezeigbo cautions 
patience and due process 
the moment a manuscript 
is completed:

You see, writing is not 
all about producing a 

manuscript and rushing 
to the publisher or the 
printing press to print 
it out. There is a kind of 
programme that any work 
must pass through for it to 
come out well…. Overseas 
they have literary agents 
and editors before the 
publisher comes in…. But 
when you just produce a 
manuscript this year, and 
you are in too much of a 
hurry, three months you 
go and print it, no matter 
how talented you are, that 
book will suffer some 
disadvantages (Chuks 
O l u i g b o’s  “ Ke e p i n g 
Hope Alive for Younger 
N i g e r i a n  Wr i t e r s ,” 
Businessday, November 
23, 2014).

For Gold’s work to 
become the envisaged 
“comprehensive  and 
globally available book 
a b o u t  Maj o r  B o r o” 
(p.270), which it credibly 
and amply qualifies for, 
these disadvantages must 
be corrected before the 
publication of the second 
edition:

O n e ,  t h e  w r i t e r 
c i t e d  o v e r  t w e n t y 
s o u r c e s  w i t h o u t 
fo ot notes ,  endnotes 
and bibliography. This 
leaves Gold on thin ice if 
researchers cannot verify 
sources of his materials. 
His Index is not properly 
catalogued alphabetically, 

also.
Two,  the  Table  of 

Contents is problematic. 
Consisting of sixteen 
chapters, the work is 
yoked with an over-
bloated 217 subheadings: 
some no more  than 
paragraphs of six lines. It 
is recommended that the 
16 chapters be retained 
without subheadings.

Three, story lines in 
(a) The 3rd paragraph 
of page 43 is repeated on 
the 1st paragraph of page 
176. (b) The 4th and 5th 
paragraphs of page 62 are 
repeated on 4th and 5th 
paragraphs of page 84. 
(c) Paragraphs 2-6 of page 
64 are repeated verbatim 
in paragraphs 4-6 of page 
85 and paragraphs 1-2 of 
page 86 while paragraphs 
1-4 of page 65 are repeated 
verbatim in paragraphs 
3-5 of page 86. (d)"Port 
Harcourt High Court: 
A Defining Moment of 
Courage and Values," 
on pages 73 and 74 is 
repeated on pages 74 and 
75. (e) Similar repetitions 
abound elsewhere.

Four, the following 
words could have been 
used once with their 
synonyms substituting: 
Intersection, pivotal, 
nuanced, poignantly, 
resonates, testament, 
tapestry and resonance.

Five: Esther and David 
Boro’s interviews are 
abridged and episodic. 
This makes it difficult for 
the reader to get the big 
picture. It is recommended 
the author publishes 
these interviews in full 
in the second edition 
as  the y  p or t ray  the 
authentic Boro and his 
family circumstances not 
recorded elsewhere.

Conclusion
“Isaac Adaka Boro: 

Vol. 1” is relevant in 
understanding what to 
avoid in deescalating 
militancy in Ijawland and 
the larger Niger Delta. 
Written in flawless English, 
students, researchers, the 
diplomatic corps, Nigerian 
authoritative agencies and 
the global audience will 
gain immense insight into 

the volatile Niger Delta 
oil politics.  For instance, 
it makes sense recalling 
Boro’s rebellion was not 
against the Nigeria state 
but the oppressive Igbo-
dominated government 
o f  t h e  o l d  E a s t e r n 
Region. Today, Ijaws and 
Igbos are reconciled as 
demonstrated by the 
massive support Igbos 
g av e  t h e  Ij aw - b or n 
President Jonathan in 2011 
and 2015.

But all the conditions 
that provoked Boro into 
taking up arms are here 
in 2026; this time being 
perpetuated by the Yoruba/
Hausa/Fulani-dominated 
Federal Government.  
D e v e l o p m e n t a l 
infrastructures are built 
and modernized all over 
Nigeria except in Ijaw 
territories (p. 345). The 
Ruling Trinity has also 
refused to create Toru 
Ebe and Oil Rivers States 
for Ijaws, not minding 
o u r  o v e r w h e l m i n g 
cont r ibut ion  to  t he 
national economy. The 
morale of Gold’s work is 
that Ijaw exclusion is a 
catalyst for another round 
of armed struggle, Boro 
3.0. Henry Okah being 
Boro 2.0.
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From The Parliament

A potential  defection 
by  Ph i l ip  Ag b e s e , 
deputy spokesperson 
o f  t h e  H o u s e  o f 

Representatives, is set to trigger a 
leadership contest within the green 
chamber, as lawmakers prepare to 
resume plenary Tuesday after the 
Sallah break.

Agbese, who represents Ado/
Ogb adib o/Okokwu Fe dera l 
Constituency of Benue State, is 
said to be concluding plans to 
leave the ruling All Progressives 
Congress (APC) for the Labour 
Party ahead of the 2027 election. 
While the move has yet to be 
formally announced, there are 
indications that only procedural 
steps remain.

 His expected exit  carries 
i mpl i c at i ons  b e yond  p ar t y 
a l ig nment .  By  convent ion , 
spokesperson roles in the National 
Assembly are retained by the 
majority party. Should Agbese 
defect, the APC would be required 
to nominate a replacement, setting 

Reps’ leadership may face shuffle as Agbese eyes Labour Party

Fresh waves of political 
defections may be set 
to unsettle the National 
A s s e m b l y  a s  t h e 
ruling All Progressives 

Congress (APC) holds its national 
convention at Eagle Square in 
Abuja, with lawmakers returning 
from the Eid-el-Fitr break amid 
heightened speculation over 
shifting alliances and emerging 
opposition coalitions.

 The convention, which has 
drawn top party leaders, governors 
and federal lawmakers, is already 
being seen as more than a routine 
gathering. 

For many within and outside 
the APC, it represents a strategic 
convergence point where loyalties 
are tested, grievances aired quietly, 
and future alignments subtly 
negotiated ahead of the 2027 
election cycle.

 The timing is significant. The 
National Assembly is expected to 
resume plenary on Tuesday, and 
insiders say the familiar pattern of 
defections that has characterised 
recent legislative sessions could 
intensify as politicians reposition early.

 In both chambers, defections 
have become a recurring feature, 
often announced at the start 
of plenary with letters citing 
“irreconcilable differences” or 
“division within party structures.” 
However, beneath those formal 
justifications lies a deeper game 

Fresh defections loom as APC Convention rekindles 
realignments ahead of NASS resumption

off a quiet contest within its ranks 
for one of the more visible positions 
in the House.

The process will fall under the 
leadership of Tajudeen Abbas, 
Speaker of the House with attention 
likely to focus on how quickly 
the ruling party moves to fill the 
gap and maintain its hold on the 
chamber’s messaging structure.

 Agbese’s planned move is closely 
tied to the prolonged internal crisis 
within the APC in Benue State, 
which has deepened since the 2023 
general election.

The dispute pits Governor 

Hy a c i nt h  A l i a  a g a i ns t  t h e 
Secretary to the Government of 
the Federation, George Akume, in 
a contest for control of the party’s 
structure in the state.

Alia’s emergence as governor 
marked a political shift for the APC 
in Benue, but it did not resolve 
underlying tensions.

Akume, a former governor and a 
central figure in building the party’s 
network in the state, has retained 
significant influence, particularly 
among federal lawmakers.

Since then, both camps have 
struggled to asser t  control . 

Allies of the governor accuse 
Akume of mobilising National 
Assembly members against the 
state government, while Akume’s 
supporters argue that the governor 
has marginalised key stakeholders 
and consolidated decision-making 
within a narrow circle. 

Efforts to reconcile the factions 
have so far failed. Interventions by 
the presidency, the APC national 
leadership, and the Tor Tiv, James 
Ayatse, have not produced a lasting 
resolution.

In  D e c e mb e r  2 0 2 5 ,  Vi c e 
President Kashim Shettima warned 
that the dispute could have “grave 
consequences” if unresolved ahead 
of the next election cycle.

The standoff has effectively split 
the APC in Benue into rival blocs, 
with implications for candidate 
selection and party cohesion as 
2027 approaches. For lawmakers 
aligned with either side, political 
calculations are increasingly shaped 
by where they stand within that 
divide.

 Agbese is widely seen as aligned 
with the Akume camp, placing him 

at odds with the governor, who is 
expected to play a decisive role in 
determining APC candidates in 
the state. 

His reported planned move to the 
Labour Party is therefore viewed as 
both a strategic repositioning and a 
response to the uncertainty within 
the APC.

Sources  famil iar  with the 
development said the defection is 
largely settled, but has been delayed 
by the need to formally notify the 
Speaker and the ongoing legislative 
recess.

“He has concluded the process. 
What remains is  the formal 
announcement, which will be done 
in line with House procedures,” a 
lawmaker said.

 When the House reconvenes, 
the development is expected 
to move from speculation to 
for m a l  a c t i on .  B e yond  t he 
immediate vacancy it  would 
create, the episode underscores 
how internal party disputes at the 
state level are beginning to shape 
alignments within the National 
Assembly.

of political survival and access to 
power.

 Several lawmakers, particularly 
from opposition parties, are believed 
to be weighing their options, with 
some already attending APC events 
or maintaining close contact with 
party leaders. 

 The convention provides an 
opportunity for such lawmakers to 
signal interest, test reception, and 
potentially finalise moves.

The APC’s dominance at the 
federal level continues to make it an 
attractive destination, especially for 
legislators seeking political security, 
committee influence, or alignment 
with the executive ahead of future 
elections.

 The convention is not just 
about party administration; it is a 
marketplace of political interest. 

 Yet, while the ruling party 
appears to be consolidating, a 
paral lel  development in the 
opposition space is adding a new 

layer of intrigue.
 Talk of a possible alliance 

between Peter Obi and Rabiu 
Musa Kwankwaso of the New 
Nigeria Peoples Party (NNPP) 
potentially under the platform of 
the African Democratic Congress 
(ADC), has gained traction in 
recent weeks. Though no formal 
announcement has been made, the 
mere speculation is already sending 
ripples through the political 
establishment.

The idea of an Obi-Kwankwaso 
ticket is being framed by some 
opposition figures as a strategic 
merger capable of challenging the 
APC’s dominance by combining 
regional strengths and voter bases. 

Obi’s  appeal among urban 
and youth voters, particularly in 
the South-East and parts of the 
South-South, could complement 
Kwankwaso’s influence in Kano. For 
lawmakers, this evolving scenario 
presents both an opportunity and 

a dilemma.
 On one hand,  a  credible 

opposition coalition could offer 
an alternative platform for those 
reluctant to join the APC but 
dissatisfied with their current 
parties. On the other hand, the 
uncertainty surrounding such an 
alliance including its structure, 
leadership and viability may push 
risk-averse politicians toward the 
relative stability of the ruling party.

 This is a moment of calculation 
for politicians especially lawmakers. 

“Do you move now to the APC 
and secure your place early, or 
do you wait and see if a strong 
opposition coalition emerges? That 
is the question many lawmakers 
are asking.

Within the National Assembly, 
recent months have already seen a 
steady erosion of opposition ranks, 
raising concerns about the weakening 
of legislative checks and balances.

 Civil society organisations 
have warned that continued 
defections could further tilt the 
balance of power in favour of the 
executive, undermining democratic 
accountability.

 The anticipated new round 
of  defect ions  could deepen 
those concerns, particularly if it 
involves high-profile lawmakers or 
significant blocs from opposition 
parties.

 There is also the question of 
how party leaderships will respond. 
Opposit ion part ies ,  a lready 
grappling with internal divisions, 
may find it difficult to stem the 

tide if members perceive better 
prospects elsewhere.

 Meanwhile, the APC will be 
under pressure to manage incoming 
members without exacerbating 
internal rivalries or alienating 
existing stakeholders.

 At the convention ground, 
much of this political maneuvering 
remains behind the scenes, even 
as public attention focuses on 
speeches, resolutions and party 
structure. 

However, seasoned observers 
note that the real significance 
of such gatherings often lies in 
the informal conversations and 
side meetings that shape future 
developments.

 As lawmakers prepare to 
reconvene, the atmosphere in Abuja 
is one of anticipation. Will the next 
plenary session open with another 
wave of defection letters? Will the 
opposition coalesce around a new 
platform, or continue to fragment?

 For now, the signals are mixed 
but unmistakable: Nigeria’s political 
landscape is once again in motion, 
with the APC convention serving 
as a catalyst and the National 
Assembly as the immediate theatre 
where the consequences will unfold.

 The coming weeks will likely 
determine whether the current 
drift toward one-party dominance 
continues, or whether emerging 
alliances can alter the trajectory. 

 Either way, the interplay between 
defections, party strategy, and 
electoral calculations is set to define 
the next phase of legislative politics 
in the country.

RED CHAMBER
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Health and Living
Group urges govt to provide clean water in 
communities to curb waterborne diseases 

Kaduna rolls out free health insurance 
for 32,000 vulnerable persons

Stakeholders task states to commit more resources to 
health security amid recurring outbreaks

Kebetkache Women 
Development a nd 
Re sou rc e  C ent re , 

a  n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l 
organisation, has called on 
the Federal and Rivers State 
governments to prov ide 
constant water supply in 
Bodo City, Gokana Local 
Government Area, to stop 
water-related diseases in the 
community.

Emem Okon, executive 
d i rec tor  of  Kebet k ache 
Women Development and 
Resource Centre, made the 
call Wednesday at an event to 
mark the 2026 International 
World Water Day.

She noted that all other 
local sources of water supply 
in the past in the area are no 
longer in existence. 

Speaking to an audience 
a t  Te g u  Wat er f ront  i n 
Bodo City, Gokana Local 
Government Area, Okon 
drew the attention of the 
political class and community 
leaders to the importance of 
clean water.

R e p r e s e n t e d  a t  t h e 

Th e  K a d u n a  S t a t e 
G o v e r n m e n t  h a s 
enrolled over 32,000 

vulnerable residents across its 
23 local government areas into 
the Kaduna State Contributory 
Health Scheme (KADCHS), 
providing them with one year 
of free healthcare services.

As of December 2025, 
the state had enrolled about 
114,000 vulnerable persons, 
bringing the total to 146,000.

Abubakar Hassan, director 
g e n e r a l  o f  t h e  K a d u n a 
State Contributory Health 
M a n a g e m e n t  Au t h o r i t y 
(KAD CHMA),  d i s c los e d 
this during an enrolment 
planning meet ing of  the 
Health Financing Technical 
Working Group held at the 
Authority’s conference hall. 
He commended the support 
of  development  par tners 
working in  the  state  for 
expanding access to affordable 
and quality healthcare, noting 
that the intervention was 
expected to s ignif icant ly 
reduce maternal and child 
mortality in the state.

Hassan reaffirmed that 
K A D C H M A  r e m a i n e d 
open to partnerships with 
organisations, groups, and 
individuals willing to support 

Stakeholders have urged 
Nigerian states to commit 
more resources to health 

security, warning that weak 
sub-national systems continue 
to undermine efforts to contain 
recurring disease outbreaks and 
prepare for future pandemics.

The call was made on 
Thursday in Abuja during the 
unveiling of the Public Health 
Emergenc y  Management 
(PHEM) Strategy (2026–2028) 
by eHealth Africa.

Participants at the event said 
Nigeria continues to grapple with 
an evolving range of public health 
threats  from infectious disease 
outbreaks to climate-related 
emergencies, even as gaps persist 
in surveillance, coordination and 
response systems.

They noted that while states 
are seeing increased revenues, 
this has not translated into 
stronger investment in disease 
sur ve i l l ance ,  emergenc y 
preparedness and response 
systems. Meanwhile, outbreaks 
typically originate at the sub-
national level, where investment, 
coordination and technical 
capacity remain weak.

Moham me d  S a l e m ,  a 
representative from the US 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention said state 
governments must elevate health 

PIUS DUKOR

BENJAMIN AGESAN
GODSGIFT ONYEDINEFU

event by Idogesit Smart, 
t he  prog ra m me of f icer 
of  Ke b e t k ac he  Women 
Development and Resource 
Centre, Okon maintained 
that the theme of this year's 
event ‘Water and Gender’ 
emphasised that water isn’t 
just a human-rights issue, but 

an equality issue.
According to her, when 

one billion women still lack 
clean and safe drink ing 
water and girls spend about 
250 mi l l ion hours a day 
collecting it, the crisis is felt 
hardest by them. 

Emem expla ined that 

in the Niger Delta, where 
water bodies are polluted by 
hydrocarbon; community 
schools, health centres do 
not have water supplies and 
women lack clean water 
to use for their families 
and to service their petty 
enterprises; have increased 

the call for access to clean 
drinking water. 

" T o d a y  r e m a i n s 
significant, because water 
access is important to life, 
health, education, livelihood, 
and opportunity right in our 
neighbourhoods," she said.

She stated that when and 
where water is unavailable, 
women and girls lose time 
and safety and called on 
communities, government 
and even individuals to

involve women in water 
committees, because they are 
in a better position to know 
the importance of water.

She tasked policy markers 
to listen to women in water 
projects and also support 
women water projects in 
various communities, while 
pushing for adequate policies 
that fund and empower 
women. "Men, women, girls, 
boys, babies, persons with 
disability need water to live," 
she said. 

Stel la Amayie, a civ i l 
society activist, said that 
over 2 bi l l ion people a l l 
over the world lack access 

to water supply.  She called 
on government at all levels 
to make adequate budget 
to provide clean water for 
citizens.

A m a y i e  e x p r e s s e d 
concerns over the lack of 
por table water in loca l 
c om mu n it i e s  a nd  how 
expensive it is to buy, since the 
responsibility of providing 
water rests on women.

Constance Meju, one 
of the board members of 
Kebetkache Development 
and Resource Centre and a 
publisher of a newspaper, 
Bodo Cit y Commu nit y, 
to report the case of lack 
of water to government 
a n d  i t s  a g e n c i e s  s u c h 
as the state government, 
local government and the 
Hyd roc a rbon Pol lut ion 
Remediation Programme 
(HYPREP) to look into the 
epileptic supply of water in 
the community.

As earl ier stated, the 
theme of this year's event was 
‘Water and Gender’ with the 
slogan, “Where water flows, 
equality grows.”

improved healthcare delivery.
According to the plan, 

beneficiaries were distributed 
across the 23 local government 
areas based on population size 
and poverty index, using 2026 
data from the Kaduna State 
Bureau of Statistics.

Of the total enrollees, 60 
percent were expected to be 
pregnant women, while 40 
percent were expected to be 
children under the age of five.

KADCHMA was established 
by law in 2016 as a part of efforts 
to achieve Universal Health 
Coverage in the state.

The agency is responsible 
for regulating, managing, and 
implementing the contributory 

security to a top political priority, 
stressing that leadership gaps 
continue to weaken outbreak 
response.

“State leadership must put 
health security on the front 
burner,” he said, citing recent 
Lassa fever outbreaks where 
some states struggled to activate 
incident management systems 
due to lack of high-level support.

“No matter what efforts we 
make, if the leadership is not 
there, the system will not work,” 
he said. 

Salem also pointed to 
persistent infrastructure gaps, 
particularly in laboratory 
c ap a c i t y,  d e s c r i b i n g  a s 
unacceptable the continued 
practice of transporting samples 
over long distances for basic 
diagnosis.

“You can imagine a disease 
like cholera , which should be 
a national embarrassment, and 
samples are still being moved 
from Sokoto to Abuja for PCR 
testing. We need systems that can 
serve as resilient cushions when 
pandemics occur," he urged.

O l u y e m i  O l u y i n k a , 
representative from the Africa 
CDC, said Nigeria’s health 
security efforts would remain 
limited unless resources and 
capacity are strengthened at 
the state level, where outbreaks 
originate.

“A chain is only as strong 
as its weakest point. Outbreaks 

health insurance scheme, which 
pools funds from government, 
employers, and individuals 
to provide accessible and 
affordable healthcare services.

S i n c e  i t s  i n c e p t i o n , 
KADCHMA has expanded 
coverage through various 
equity programmes targeting 
vulnerable groups, including 
pregnant women, children, 
the elderly, and persons living 
in poverty.

The scheme aligns with 
Niger ia’s  broader  hea lth 
f inancing reforms aimed 
at reducing out-of-pocket 
spending and improving 
health outcomes, particularly 
in maternal and child health.

happen in the states, and that 
is where investment should go," 
she said.

She questioned whether 
increased allocations to sub-
national governments are being 
effectively directed to health, 
raising concerns about funding 
priorities, disbursement delays 
and utilisation.

“What are those funds being 
used for? Is there an increase in 
allocation to health, and if so, 
when are those funds released?” 
she queried.

Oluyinka also stressed that 
beyond technical capacity, 
states need stronger leadership 
and coordination to manage 
emergency responses, as well as 
real-time data systems linking 
communities, local governments 
and national authorities for faster 
detection and containment.

Speaking on the PHEM 
strategy, Kazeem Balogun, 
Senior manager, programmes, 
eHealth Africa said it is built 
on four pillars: strengthening 
coordination through Public 
Health Emergency Operations 
Centres, adopting a “One 
Health” approach, enhancing 
community-based surveillance, 
and improving early detection 
systems. He said the framework 
is designed to shift Nigeria’s 
approach from reactive responses 
to proactive preparedness, 
particularly at the grassroots 
level.

...Marks International World Water Day in Bodo Community, Rivers State 
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From The Parliament

A potential  defection 
by  Ph i l ip  Ag b e s e , 
deputy spokesperson 
o f  t h e  H o u s e  o f 

Representatives, is set to trigger a 
leadership contest within the green 
chamber, as lawmakers prepare to 
resume plenary Tuesday after the 
Sallah break.

Agbese, who represents Ado/
Ogb adib o/Okokwu Fe dera l 
Constituency of Benue State, is 
said to be concluding plans to 
leave the ruling All Progressives 
Congress (APC) for the Labour 
Party ahead of the 2027 election. 
While the move has yet to be 
formally announced, there are 
indications that only procedural 
steps remain.

 His expected exit  carries 
i mpl i c at i ons  b e yond  p ar t y 
a l ig nment .  By  convent ion , 
spokesperson roles in the National 
Assembly are retained by the 
majority party. Should Agbese 
defect, the APC would be required 
to nominate a replacement, setting 

Reps’ leadership may face shuffle as Agbese eyes Labour Party

Fresh waves of political 
defections may be set 
to unsettle the National 
A s s e m b l y  a s  t h e 
ruling All Progressives 

Congress (APC) holds its national 
convention at Eagle Square in 
Abuja, with lawmakers returning 
from the Eid-el-Fitr break amid 
heightened speculation over 
shifting alliances and emerging 
opposition coalitions.

 The convention, which has 
drawn top party leaders, governors 
and federal lawmakers, is already 
being seen as more than a routine 
gathering. 

For many within and outside 
the APC, it represents a strategic 
convergence point where loyalties 
are tested, grievances aired quietly, 
and future alignments subtly 
negotiated ahead of the 2027 
election cycle.

 The timing is significant. The 
National Assembly is expected to 
resume plenary on Tuesday, and 
insiders say the familiar pattern of 
defections that has characterised 
recent legislative sessions could 
intensify as politicians reposition early.

 In both chambers, defections 
have become a recurring feature, 
often announced at the start 
of plenary with letters citing 
“irreconcilable differences” or 
“division within party structures.” 
However, beneath those formal 
justifications lies a deeper game 

Fresh defections loom as APC Convention rekindles 
realignments ahead of NASS resumption

off a quiet contest within its ranks 
for one of the more visible positions 
in the House.

The process will fall under the 
leadership of Tajudeen Abbas, 
Speaker of the House with attention 
likely to focus on how quickly 
the ruling party moves to fill the 
gap and maintain its hold on the 
chamber’s messaging structure.

 Agbese’s planned move is closely 
tied to the prolonged internal crisis 
within the APC in Benue State, 
which has deepened since the 2023 
general election.

The dispute pits Governor 

Hy a c i nt h  A l i a  a g a i ns t  t h e 
Secretary to the Government of 
the Federation, George Akume, in 
a contest for control of the party’s 
structure in the state.

Alia’s emergence as governor 
marked a political shift for the APC 
in Benue, but it did not resolve 
underlying tensions.

Akume, a former governor and a 
central figure in building the party’s 
network in the state, has retained 
significant influence, particularly 
among federal lawmakers.

Since then, both camps have 
struggled to asser t  control . 

Allies of the governor accuse 
Akume of mobilising National 
Assembly members against the 
state government, while Akume’s 
supporters argue that the governor 
has marginalised key stakeholders 
and consolidated decision-making 
within a narrow circle. 

Efforts to reconcile the factions 
have so far failed. Interventions by 
the presidency, the APC national 
leadership, and the Tor Tiv, James 
Ayatse, have not produced a lasting 
resolution.

In  D e c e mb e r  2 0 2 5 ,  Vi c e 
President Kashim Shettima warned 
that the dispute could have “grave 
consequences” if unresolved ahead 
of the next election cycle.

The standoff has effectively split 
the APC in Benue into rival blocs, 
with implications for candidate 
selection and party cohesion as 
2027 approaches. For lawmakers 
aligned with either side, political 
calculations are increasingly shaped 
by where they stand within that 
divide.

 Agbese is widely seen as aligned 
with the Akume camp, placing him 

at odds with the governor, who is 
expected to play a decisive role in 
determining APC candidates in 
the state. 

His reported planned move to the 
Labour Party is therefore viewed as 
both a strategic repositioning and a 
response to the uncertainty within 
the APC.

Sources  famil iar  with the 
development said the defection is 
largely settled, but has been delayed 
by the need to formally notify the 
Speaker and the ongoing legislative 
recess.

“He has concluded the process. 
What remains is  the formal 
announcement, which will be done 
in line with House procedures,” a 
lawmaker said.

 When the House reconvenes, 
the development is expected 
to move from speculation to 
for m a l  a c t i on .  B e yond  t he 
immediate vacancy it  would 
create, the episode underscores 
how internal party disputes at the 
state level are beginning to shape 
alignments within the National 
Assembly.

of political survival and access to 
power.

 Several lawmakers, particularly 
from opposition parties, are believed 
to be weighing their options, with 
some already attending APC events 
or maintaining close contact with 
party leaders. 

 The convention provides an 
opportunity for such lawmakers to 
signal interest, test reception, and 
potentially finalise moves.

The APC’s dominance at the 
federal level continues to make it an 
attractive destination, especially for 
legislators seeking political security, 
committee influence, or alignment 
with the executive ahead of future 
elections.

 The convention is not just 
about party administration; it is a 
marketplace of political interest. 

 Yet, while the ruling party 
appears to be consolidating, a 
paral lel  development in the 
opposition space is adding a new 

layer of intrigue.
 Talk of a possible alliance 

between Peter Obi and Rabiu 
Musa Kwankwaso of the New 
Nigeria Peoples Party (NNPP) 
potentially under the platform of 
the African Democratic Congress 
(ADC), has gained traction in 
recent weeks. Though no formal 
announcement has been made, the 
mere speculation is already sending 
ripples through the political 
establishment.

The idea of an Obi-Kwankwaso 
ticket is being framed by some 
opposition figures as a strategic 
merger capable of challenging the 
APC’s dominance by combining 
regional strengths and voter bases. 

Obi’s  appeal among urban 
and youth voters, particularly in 
the South-East and parts of the 
South-South, could complement 
Kwankwaso’s influence in Kano. For 
lawmakers, this evolving scenario 
presents both an opportunity and 

a dilemma.
 On one hand,  a  credible 

opposition coalition could offer 
an alternative platform for those 
reluctant to join the APC but 
dissatisfied with their current 
parties. On the other hand, the 
uncertainty surrounding such an 
alliance including its structure, 
leadership and viability may push 
risk-averse politicians toward the 
relative stability of the ruling party.

 This is a moment of calculation 
for politicians especially lawmakers. 

“Do you move now to the APC 
and secure your place early, or 
do you wait and see if a strong 
opposition coalition emerges? That 
is the question many lawmakers 
are asking.

Within the National Assembly, 
recent months have already seen a 
steady erosion of opposition ranks, 
raising concerns about the weakening 
of legislative checks and balances.

 Civil society organisations 
have warned that continued 
defections could further tilt the 
balance of power in favour of the 
executive, undermining democratic 
accountability.

 The anticipated new round 
of  defect ions  could deepen 
those concerns, particularly if it 
involves high-profile lawmakers or 
significant blocs from opposition 
parties.

 There is also the question of 
how party leaderships will respond. 
Opposit ion part ies ,  a lready 
grappling with internal divisions, 
may find it difficult to stem the 

tide if members perceive better 
prospects elsewhere.

 Meanwhile, the APC will be 
under pressure to manage incoming 
members without exacerbating 
internal rivalries or alienating 
existing stakeholders.

 At the convention ground, 
much of this political maneuvering 
remains behind the scenes, even 
as public attention focuses on 
speeches, resolutions and party 
structure. 

However, seasoned observers 
note that the real significance 
of such gatherings often lies in 
the informal conversations and 
side meetings that shape future 
developments.

 As lawmakers prepare to 
reconvene, the atmosphere in Abuja 
is one of anticipation. Will the next 
plenary session open with another 
wave of defection letters? Will the 
opposition coalesce around a new 
platform, or continue to fragment?

 For now, the signals are mixed 
but unmistakable: Nigeria’s political 
landscape is once again in motion, 
with the APC convention serving 
as a catalyst and the National 
Assembly as the immediate theatre 
where the consequences will unfold.

 The coming weeks will likely 
determine whether the current 
drift toward one-party dominance 
continues, or whether emerging 
alliances can alter the trajectory. 

 Either way, the interplay between 
defections, party strategy, and 
electoral calculations is set to define 
the next phase of legislative politics 
in the country.

RED CHAMBER

GREEN CHAMBER
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NNPC/Seplat JV executes ‘Eye Can 
See’ CSI programme in Imo 

Oyo flags off integrated health outreaches across 33 LGAs, 
commemorates World Tuberculosis Day 2026

NNPC/Seplat Joint 
Venture (JV) has 
s c re ene d  a  tot a l 

of  23,4 47 opt ica l  cases , 
conducted 797 surgeries 
and given out over 13,525 
eye glasses to date, to the 
benef ic ia r ies ,  u nder it s 
‘Eye Can See’, Corporate 
Socia l Investment (CSI) 
programme.

Chioma Afe, director, 
E x t e r n a l  A f f a i r s  a n d 
Social Performance, Seplat 
Energy Plc, disclosed this 
o n  We d n e s d a y  d u r i n g 
t h e  o p e n i n g  c e r e m ony 
of the ‘Eye Can See’ CSI 
programme 2026 edition in 
Owerri, Imo State capital.

R e p r e s e n t e d  b y 
Esther Icha, the genera l 
manager, Corporate Social 
I n v e s t m e n t  &  S o c i a l 
P e r f o r m a n c e ,  S e p l a t 
E n e r g y  P l c ,  e x p l a i n e d 
t h at  t he  i n i t i a t i ve  w a s 
desig ned to i mpac t  t he 
health and wellbeing of host 
communities by providing 
free access to essential eye 
care ser v ices ,  including 
screenings, reading glasses 
and cataract surgeries. 

T h i s  i s  a s  t h e 
benef ic ia r ie s  were  a l so 

Th e  O y o  S t a t e 
G o v e r n m e n t 
h a s  f l a g g e d 

of f  Inte g r ate d  He a l t h 
Outreaches across all 33 
Local Government Areas, 
offering free screening, 
testing, and counseling 
services for Tuberculosis, 
HIV, and Malaria.

This is as the state joined 
the global community to 
mark World Tuberculosis 
D a y  2 0 2 6  a t  M o l e t e 
Primary Health Centre, 
Ibadan South West Local 
Government Area.

O l u w a s e r i m i 
Ajetunmobi, medical doctor 
and the Commissioner for 
Health reaffirmed the state 
government's commitment 
to ending Tuberculosis 
describing TB as a major 

SABY ELEMBA
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screened for other health 
challenges like high blood 
pre s su re  a nd  d i a b e te s , 
a m o n g s t  o t h e r s ,  a n d 
provided with professional 
cou nsel l i ng ,  d r ugs  a nd 
referra ls for pat ients as 
needed.

The three-day outreach, 
held f rom Ma rch 24 to 
March 26, 2026 in Owerri, 
attracted a large turnout of 
men, women, and children 
from across the state and 
neighbouring communities 

w it h a n average of  70 0 
people being screened per 
day.

She stated that cost of 
eye care, which is currently 
out  of  re ach for  ma ny, 
makes it very imperative 
for the NNPC/Seplat JV 
to sustain the programme 
and drive penetration; thus, 
impacting a wide array of 
persons in the communities 
f r o m  t h e  i n c e p t i o n  o f 
t he i nter vent ion hea lt h 
programme in 2017.

 Afe further said that 
the initiative aligns with 
t h e  " U n i t e d  N a t i o n s 
Sustainable Development 
Goa l  (SDG) 3 on Good 
Health and Well-Being," 
a n d  u n d e r s c o r e s  t h e 
Joint Venture’s  broader 
commitment to delivering 
sustainable, high-impact 
social investments. “For us 
as a company, we are very 
happy to do this because 
of  t he posit ive i mpac ts 
on the stakeholders at the 

community level,” she said.
I n  h i s  r e m a r k s , 

Olarewaju Iganda, acting 
chief upstream investment 
off icer, NNPC Upstream 
Investment Management 
Services (NUIMS), lauded 
Seplat Energy for driving 
the init iat ive which has 
s e e n  t h e  J V  p a r t n e r s 
restored not just vision but 
hope to many members of 
host communities.

Iga nda n, represented 
b y  B u n m i  L a w s o n , 
deputy manager, External 
Relat ions , NUIMS, sa id 
that the: “NNPC Limited 
is dedicated to making a 
positive difference in the 
lives of people who host our 
businesses and operations. 
These efforts have changed 
many lives, giving people 
t he  oppor t u n it y  to  see 
clearly and enjoy life again.

 “We recognise that there 
are stil l many challenges 
and t here is  more work 
to be done.  The goa l  i s 
not just eye care but to 
support welfare and more 
prosperous communities."

 Meanwhile, some of the 
benef iciar ies who spoke 
had expressed delight at the 
opportunity and thanked 
the JV partners for bailing 

them out of critical health 
challenges. 

Fre d  Nn a md i ,  I go lo 
Nj e m a n z e ,  a nd  E r ne s t 
O n y e n e k e ,  t h r e e  o f 
whom benefited from eye 
surgeries, amongst others, 
c o m m e n d e d  t h e  J o i n t 
Venture for giving them a 
pleasant experience with 
a wonderful life-changing 
initiative free. 

They commended the 
team of medical personnel 
f o r  e x c e l l e n t  s e r v i c e 
delivery, which has restored 
their sight and given them 
a good chance of better life 
in the days ahead.

 “It  was a wonder f u l 
e x p e r i e n c e .  I  n e v e r 
e x p e c t e d  t h i s .  I t  we nt 
beyond my imagination, 
highly successful. I trust 
God that my sight will be 
wonderful. God will bless 
them," Nnamdi said. 

 Also, Igolo Njemanze 
expressed gratitude to the 
JV partners, saying, “for 
the past two years I have 
not been using my right 
eye to see, but yesterday, 
I underwent surgery and 
ever y t h ing went f ine .  I 
thank the JV partners and I 
pray that God will continue 
to bless them.”

 On his part, Onyeneke, 
a  c o m m u n i t y  l e a d e r , 
recounted his experience as 
very pleasant, commending 
t h e  m e d i c a l  t e a m , 
saying, “the doctors were 
wonderful. I am so happy 
with the medical team, to 
the organisers, they have 
tried, they are watching 
out for the poor masses, the 
young and the old."

publ ic  hea lth  concern 
with significant social and 
economic impact. 

She  n ote d  t h at  t h e 
disease is both preventable 
a n d  c u r a b l e  w i t h 
appropriate interventions.

A s  p a r t  o f  t h e 
c o m m e m o r a t i o n , 
Ajetunmobi highlighted 
the State’s commitment to 
evidence-based strategies, 
including early detection, 
effective treatment, and 
strengthened community 
engagement, supported 
by ongoing investments 
in  pr imar y  hea lthcare 
and overall health system 
strengthening.

 Referencing the 2026 
theme, “Yes! We Can End 
TB!”, the Commissioner 
s t re ss e d  t he  ne e d  for 
sustained collaboration 
and increased investments 

to bridge existing gaps, 
noting that many TB cases 
still remain undiagnosed.

 Ke y  i nt e r ve nt i ons 
i n  t h e  S t a t e  i n c l u d e 
decentralizing TB services 
to Primary Health Care 

…Offers 23,447 free eye screenings, 797 surgeries, 13,525 eye glasses to date

Beneficiaries of NNPC/Seplat Energy JV "Eye Can See," Owerri

f a c i l i t i e s ,  a c t ive  c a s e 
finding through outreach 
teams, and the deployment 
of advanced diagnostic 
tools  to improve early 
detection and treatment 
outcomes.

 S h e  c a l l e d  o n 
s t a k e h o l d e r s  a n d  t h e 
public to support efforts 
aimed at reducing stigma 
a n d  p r o m o t i n g  e a r l y 
health-seeking behaviour, 
especially for individuals 

…Releases counterpart funding to further strengthen TB treatment

with persistent cough, 
last ing more than two 
we e k s .  E ar l i e r  i n  h i s 
remarks, Kehinde Ayinde, 
medical doctor and the 
Permanent Secretary, Oyo 
State Ministry of Health, 
disclosed that the State 
Government has released 
counterpart funding to 
fur ther  strengthen TB 
treatment efforts. 

H e  u r g e d  a l l 
stakeholders to play their 
roles in eradicating TB, in 
line with the national drive 
of “Led by Government, 
Powered by the People.”

Implementing partners 
pre s e nt  a t  t h e  e ve nt , 
i n c l u d e d  t h e  Wo r l d 
He a l t h  O r g a n i z at i on , 
D a m i e n  F o u n d a t i o n 
B e l g iu m ,  C h r i s t i an a h 
Olawumi  Foundat ion , 
A p i n  P u b l i c  H e a l t h 
Initiative, and Institute 
o f  H u m a n  V i r o l o g y 
N i g e r i a ,  c o m m e n d e d 
the  State  Government 
for the progress made in 
TB control and pledged 
continued support towards 
the complete eradication of 
the disease.
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PDP crisis: New PDP leaders emerge 
Sunday, as Wike's faction holds convention 

A new National Working 
Committee NWC of 
the People's Democratic 
Party (PDP), is expected 
to emerge on Sunday in 

Abuja, as the faction loyal to Nyesom 
Wike holds its national convention at 
the Velodrome of the National Stadi-
um, Abuja 

 The faction has nominated Abdul-
rahman Mohammed, to emerge as na-
tional chairman, Samuel Anyanwu as 
the party's national secretary, amongst 
others 

The group loyal to Wike, minister 
of the Federal Capital Territory (FCT), 
has continued to tighten its grip on the 
party's structure, ahead of the faction's 
National Convention planned for Sun-
day, March 29. 

BusinessDaySunday checks show 
that the National Stadium Velodrome, 
Abuja venue of the factional PDP con-
vention has been set as at Friday, with 
minor touches to beautiful the envi-
ronment, going on as at the time of this 
report. 

TONY AILEMEN, Abuja 

 The convention is coming just few 
hours after that of the ruling All Pro-
gressive Congress APC, which held at 
the Eagle Square Friday and Saturday. 

 Amongst the several plans, the 
group has openly declared that it would 
be backing the re-election of President 
Bola Ahmed Tinubu for President in 
the 2027 general election. 

Abdulrahman Mohammed, the 
group's national chairman, while 
speaking on the preparations for the 
convention, foreclosed the chances of 
incorporating the Turaki-led group 
into the Caretaker Committee consti-

tuted by them, which was recognised 
by the Court of Appeal, as the only 
authentic body to manage the party's 
affairs. 

They also described the Sunday's 
convention as non- negotiable, among 
the several "no-go-areas" as precondi-
tions for reconciling with the Turaki 
group. 

The National Executive Committee 
(NWC) of the Tanimu Turaki-led PDP, 
on Friday revealed that it has filed an 
appeal at the Supreme Court against 
the recent judgement by the Abuja 
Court of Appeal, annulling the party's 

November 15 and 16, 2025 convention 
in Ibadan. 

 The decision to appeal the judge-
ment was ratified on Friday at the fac-
tion's NWC meeting in Abuja, indicat-
ing that the current crisis in the party is 
far from abating 

 Recall that the Abuja Division of the 
Court of Appeal had while delivering 
its judgement, in the appeal filed by the 
Turaki faction, upheld a lower court’s 
ruling that annulled the November 
2025 Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) 
National Convention held in Ibadan, 
Oyo State. 

 The court validated the restriction 
on INEC from recognising the con-
vention's outcomes, citing non-compli-
ance with the party's constitution, the 
1999 Constitution, and the Electoral 
Act 2022.

 The judgement also invalidated the 
elections of the Turaki-led National 
Working Committee (NWC), impos-
ing a fine of N2 million on the group 
for disobeying the lower court order 
which had restrained the party from 
going ahead with the Ibadan conven-
tion 

Turaki, speaking at the party's 103rd 

National Executive Committee meet-
ing on Friday, said the NEC ratified 
decisions of the various organs of the 
party, including the filing of an appeal 
against the judgement at the Supreme 
Court. 

He disclosed that the group had 
postponed its meeting to enable in-
depth consultations to look at some of 
the developments microscopically, so 
that by the time we now sit as we are sit-
ting today, we'll be in a better position 
to inform you of all the developments 
both within the Court and outside, the 
Court.

He expressed confidence that the 
party would be able to present candi-
dates for elective positions, adding that 
"for us in PDP, all hope is not lost. It's 
also important for me to inform us that 
every conceivable effort is being made 
by the leadership to ensure that PDP is 
on the ballot in all the elections in 2027.

 "It's also my pleasure to inform us 
also that the leadership is assiduously 
working around the clock to ensure 
that PDP remains a veritable platform 
for all our members wishing to contest 
for elections, both in the 2027 and be-
yond." 

Wike-led faction of PDP

No need to fight against Anioma State creation - NNABSCO

...Turaki faction heads to Supreme Court

 

Senator Godswill Akpabio's state-
ment that the capital of the pro-
posed Anioma State would be 
Asaba, should encourage those 

against the Anioma State creation to 
embrace the bill and join forces to en-
sure the realisation of the proposed 
new state.

 Akpabio said he supports the bill but 
for the new state to be actualised, it de-
pends on the unity of the people.

 But Kingsley Kainebi, a citizen of the 
North Delta (Anioma) and president 
Ndi Na Asu Bia Socio-Cultural Organi-
zation (NNABSCO), believes that there 
is unity among the people.

 He said: "Our people are united. 
Those against the creation of Anioma 
State are those feeling insecure being 
that the person who is spear-heading 
the course for this state creation is Sen-
ator Ned Nwoko.

 "Everyone knows that we the cit-
izens of Delta North are due for this 
state creation, and that there is nothing 
in between us and our brothers in the 
South-East.

"It is the enemies of Senator Ned 
Nwoko that are feeling politically inse-
cure but we know that in Delta North 
we are united in this course already. 
The little division I saw was when a 
statement was made that the Capital of 
the Proposed Anioma State will move 
from Asaba in Delta to Orlu in Imo 
State. The news came as a way of cre-
ating division of interest among us. We 
have been able to let people know that 
the news came to destabilise or cause 
disagreement among us. 

 "But now that it is clear that there is 
no intention of moving the state capital 
from Asaba, I think the ones that have 

been crying should stop because there 
shouldn't be any need again for them to 
be crying.

 "They should rather come and join 
forces with us towards the realisation of 
the proposed new state.”

 The role of NNABSCO in the pro-
posed Anioma State 

 Kainebi disclosed the NNABSCO is 
known for Igbo Unity. "We are working 
at uniting the indigenous Igbo people 
spread across the 13 states of the fed-
eration. In doing so, when we heard 
about the constitutional amendment, 
we thought it will be good if we move 
fast to realise this Anioma State so that 
it will put an end the identity issue we 
are having on this side. 

 "We submitted memoranda to the 
National Assembly; we met Senator 
Ned Nwoko as the senator represent-
ing Delta North Senatorial District (the 
Anioma geo-political area) and he told 
us that the idea is good and that he had 
a similar idea. That was how he took it 
up and sponsored the bill in the Sen-
ate. Since then, he has been working 
with us and doing everything he can 
to ensure that the bill succeed. We have 

passed the second reading, we have 
passed the public hearing and I believe 
that soon, justice would be served and 
Anioma State will be created", he stated.

Protests against Anioma State cre-
ation meaningless - Atagana-Ofochi 

Benjamin Atagana-Ofochi, secretary 
of NNABSCO, also told BusinessDay 
that those protesting against the suc-
cess of the proposed Anioma State Cre-
ation, should see their fight as inconse-
quential because the bill has passed the 
level of protest. It is only the referen-
dum that can say No and it will stand, 
he said. Atagana-Ofochi, a lawyer and 
legal adviser to the group, revealed this 
in an interview with BusinessDay, de-
claring that it is only God, President 
Bola Tinubu and the National Assem-
bly that would stop the bill.

"What the Senate President said is 
what we have been working towards. 
His statement is just to add to what 
we have been agitating that it comes 
through. It's good news for us basically.  

Explaining further, he said, "Senator 
Akpabio's statement is just conditional. 
What he said is if the state assemblies 
will pass the bill... For me, being a law-

MERCY ENOCH, Asaba yer, it is the right statement for him to 
make because there is a rigid procedure 
for the creation of states. It is not some-
thing that somebody will wake up with 
a fiat. We are not under military; we are 
in a constitutional democracy. 

Making it more clearly, Ata-
gana-Ofochi explained, “The process is 
that the bill gets to the state assemblies, 
which is just simple majority and as at 
now, APC controls outright majority - 
31 states. Once the president, being an 
APC president, gives an order that they 
should vote, of course, it is a national 
consensus. The whole federation is in 
agreement that Anioma State should 
be created. So, there is a consensus al-
ready and once it gets to that stage, it 
will scale through. Then, it will now 
come to the stage where Ndigbo will 
vote and the South-East will only vote 
and the majority will win. So, what the 
Senate President said is more or less a 
constitutional statement."

Months ago, the lawmakers in the 
Delta State House of Assembly, the Lo-
cal Government Chairmen and council-
lors had kicked against the Anioma State 
Creation, demanding for Anioma State 
would remain in the South-South with 
Asaba as state capital. However, youths 
and women and other representatives 
from the nine LGAs that made up 
Anioma area in the present Delta State, 
rejected the position of the political lead-
ers and traditional rulers. They passed a 
Vote of confidence on Anioma State that 
would be zoned to the South-East with 
Asaba as the Capital. This is an opportu-
nity for us to join our kits and kins in the 
South-East, they said. They were joined 
in the peaceful protest by the Ika Igbo 
Speaking People in Edo State.

 Atagana-Ofochi maintained that, 
"Their protest is meaningless because 

Anioma State proposal has gone pass that 
level which any protest can succeed. It is 
only the referendum that will say NO and 
it will.stand. So, the protest against Anio-
ma State creation is inconsequential. 

The bill is now at the committee lev-
el. Committee referred it to the caucus 
but the advantage Anioma has is that - 
if you listen to what Benjamin Kalu, the 
deputy speaker of the Federal House of 
Representatives said, that the powers 
that be do not want to create a state in 
the South-East for the region to remain 
what it is; that they want to create a 
state that will increase the territory of 
the South-East.

"So, Anim State will not increase 
the territory of the South-East because 
Anim is only fragmenting the South-
East. The only proposal that will in-
crease the territory of South--East is 
Anioma. We have it on good authority 
that the president has assured us that he 
will support the creation of Anioma to 
increase the territory of South-East.

The deputy speaker is from the 
South-East. The Anim State supporters 
went to meet him to lobby him and he 
told them to have open mind to the po-
sition of the powers that be.

"Except God and President Tinubu 
fail us!

The president has given Senator Ned 
Nwoko and Anioma people his word 
that the new state will be created to 
expand the territory of the South-East. 
They are not creating state just for the 
fun of it. They are creating state to ex-
pand the territory of the south east. 

 There were seven bills that were pro-
posed for the South-East. The deputy 
speaker was initially supporting Anim but 
had to change in support Anioma because 
that is the position of the powers that be - 
National Assembly and presidency.
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Five politicians to watch as 2027 nears

Bola Ahmed Tinubu, pres-
ident of Nigeria, is without 
a doubt the most-talk-about 
politician in the country 
today. Without him saying 

it, many people have been mouth-
ing his re-election ambition and have 
been campaigning for him. Although 
the APC presidential primary has not 
held, the party has already declared a 
no-contest opportunity for any other 
member of the party. Tinubu has been 
given a free ticket as a sole contender for 
the APC ticket. His foot soldiers are all 
over the place working for his re-elec-
tion. Ahead of the election, he has been 
able to woo about seven governors 
from the opposition parties to join his 
party. For many state governors, the 
fear of Tinubu is the beginning of wis-
dom. For now, there is nobody in the 
broom party that can rock the boat for 
him. In the 2023 presidential election, 
Tinubu and his party did not do well in 
some geopolitical zones of the country, 
major reason he went on the aggres-

ZEBULON AGOMUO

sive drive to get governors from such 
zones to bolster his chances in 2027. 
Although there is so much pain in the 
land arising from some of the policies 
of his administration, which ordinari-
ly should work against his re-election, 
observers say that the discontent may 
not be tick enough to dislodge him at 
the polls, particularly given the fact that 

Atiku Abubakar

The former Vice President of 
Nigeria is an astute politician, 
a man whose steps are being 

watched as the country inches close 
to 2027. What Atiku Abubakar does 
or fails to do in relation to the coming 
election will positively impact of other-
wise the outcome of the process. Many 
Nigerians are watching with keen in-
terest if the Adamawa-born politician 
will pick the ticket of the African Dem-
ocratic Congress (ADC). Should Atiku 
pick the ADC ticket, that might lead to 
a disintegration of the party as many 
believe that such a development could 
jeopardise the chances of the party, 
since the thinking is that power should 
remain in the South till 2031. If Atiku 
decides to yield ground for a southern-
er to pick the ticket, that would attract 
to him a welter of respect from across 
the country. In the run up to the 2023 
general election, Atiku’s insistence to 
pick the presidential ticket of the Peo-
ple’s Democratic Party (PDP) changed 
the story of the umbrella association. 
Since that election, the party has os-

there seems to be no structured oppo-
sition to galvanise the people and divert 
the votes.

From the look of things, President 
Tinubu will continue to wax stronger 
ahead of the election as the opposition 
continue to grope amid disagreement 
over who becomes what amongst 
them.

cillated from one crisis to another, 
leading to the exodus of many chief-
tains of the party. That decision to pick 
the ticket against the run of events led 
to the mass defection of many state 
governors formerly on its platform to 

the All Progressives Congress (APC). 
Atiku has continued his consultation 
drive across the country, which has 
left no one in doubt that he is in ADC 
to contest. He is, indeed, a great figure 
to watch.

Peter Obi

The former governor of Anam-
bra State and presidential can-
didate of the Labour Party (LP) 

in 2023, is one politician that cannot 
be ignored for now. Obi came into the 
consciousness of Nigerian voters ahead 
of the last general election. The voters, 
particularly among the youth, wanted 
a change and decided to queue behind 
him. In a country where money de-
termined everything in politics, Obi's 
"We no dey give Shishi" mantra could 
not discourage his followers. Since after 
the election, his influence has contin-
ued to the point that wherever he goes 
across the country, he enjoys rousing 
welcome. His determination to preside 
over the country is not in doubt. It is 
this burning desire that makes him to 
run from one party to another. When 
it became obvious that he would not 
be able to pick the ticket in 2022 on the 
PDP platform, he moved into the LP, 
where he made a good showing. When 
the LP became factionalised and frac-
tured, he defected to the ADC, a move 

that has created a negative impression 
of him in the eyes of his die-hard critics, 
who now brand him a “rolling stone.” 
Some are saying that his decision to 
rejoin the likes of Atiku was a negative 
one, but his supporters are saying that 
in politics, there is no permanent foe. 
They cite instances with many aides of 

President Tinubu, who had smeared 
the man with all manner of dirt, but to-
day are licking those things they threw 
at him with their tongues, even with 
relish! Whether Obi picks the ticket of 
the ADC or not, he will continue to be 
a man to watch as the country inches 
towards the 2027 election.

Rabiu Musa Kwankwaso

Rabiu Kwankwaso appears to be a 
bride being courted by all polit-
ical parties and those interested 

in contesting presidential election in 
2027. Many politicians consider him 
very strategic given his electoral value 
as a result of his cult followership in his 
native Kano State. He is so valued now 
that whenever he meets with any big 
politicians, tongues will start to wag, 
and the media will become animated. 
That was the case when recently he met 
with Peter Obi. When sometime last 
year, Abdullahi Umar Ganduje, sudden-
ly resigned as the national chairman of 
the APC in what seemed controversial 
circumstance, many speculated that the 
president was trying to woo and head-
hunt Kwankwaso to step into that posi-
tion, having his eyes on 2027. Grapevine 
had it that the Kwankwasiyya godfather 
proved tough and gave what could pass 
of as impossible conditions. When the 
carrots dangled before him failed, Abu-
ja decided to go for his trusted allies to 
whittle down his power. In what could 

also pass off as a betrayal of the century, 
Abba Kabir Yusuf, who was installed as 
governor of Kano by the help of Kwank-
waso, gave his godfather a Judas-kind of 
kiss, and jilted him. Even with the state 
political machinery seemingly in Yusuf’s 
palms, neither the APC nor other oppo-
sition party wants to leave Kwankwaso 
alone. They know what he stands for in 
Kano politics. He has a huge electoral 
capital for any party that gets his sup-
port. Whatever Kwankwaso decides to 
do ahead of 2027, he will continue to be 
a political figure to watch.

You know why, the state has 44 local 
government areas, with estimated pop-
ulation of 16,253,549 (Sixteen million, 
two hundred and fifty-three thousand, 
five hundred and forty-nine) people.

Its huge number of LGAs makes some 
states such as Bayelsa (eight), Gombe (11), 
Ebonyi (13), Nasarawa (13), Niger (15), 
Abia (17) and others green with envy.

But truth is, to be more relevant in the 
2027 election, he has to go into an alli-
ance as his New Nigeria People’s Party 
(NNPP) will not give him that visibility.

Nyesom Wike

The current minister of the Feder-
al Capital Territory (FCT), Nye-
som Wike is a man that needs 

no introduction in Nigeria. Not many 
people will remember him for all that 
he did in Rivers when he presided over 
the state for straight eight years. His 
activities in the PDP since 2023 have 
been known to everyone. The politi-
cian, who believes so much in the use 
of might to bulldoze his way into pow-
er, has drawn to himself too many ene-
mies. But his achievements at the FCT 
are drawing plaudits. The Rivers-born 
politician is suffering a hangover of the 
2023 presidential election. At best, he 
has not moved on since after the acri-
monious presidential primary of the 
PDP in 2022. Wike has sworn to hold 
the party down and he is not relenting. 
He has succeeded in chasing away the 
heavyweights in the party into other 
parties. He has also openly said that 
he would work for the re-election of 
President Bola Ahmed Tinubu and he 
is moving towards that. There are indi-
cations that the PDP faction he controls 
will anoint Tinubu as its adopted pres-
idential candidate. Fillers have it that 

his game plan is not to allow the PDP 
die; that he would ensure the party wins 
up to three to four states in the general 
election, to continue to use the party as 
a bargaining chip. Those who have fol-
lowed Wike’s brand of politics say that 
the man is capable of many things in 
the coming 2027 election. While he will 
determine who becomes what in Riv-
ers, his faction of the PDP will go into 
activities that may live many Nigerians 
tongue-tied.

Wike has taken his bitterness to an 
intolerable level. He has destroyed op-
position politics in Nigeria, at least, for 
now.

His politics of "If you Tarka me, I will 
Daboh you" with Atiku Abubakar has 
ruined, not only PDP, but the entire 
country.

For context, the phrase stemmed 
from a public feud between then Min-
ister Joseph Tarka and political rival 
Godwin Daboh. That was in 1974.  

It became a popular idiom meaning 
a mutual threat to expose damaging se-
crets or retaliate fiercely if attacked, sig-
nifying a tit-for-tat battle of blackmail 
and exposure. The question is, where is 
Tarka; where is Daboh today?
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Lagos needs fresh leadership, not 
selective projects — Adeoye

Can you tell Lagosians 
who you are beyond 
politics?

 I am Prince Laja 
Adeoye (PLA), a real 

Estate Entrepreneur, and business 
man. I am the founder and CEO of 
Fendini Ltd, a property development 
and management company, where 
we deliver smart, secure, and sustain-
able housing solutions across Nige-
ria, including landmark projects like 
Rayfield Gardens City Estate. I hold 
a Bachelor’s degree in Mathematics 
from the University of Lagos and a 
Master’s in Property Development 
and Management from Leadcity Uni-
versity Ibadan, Oyo State.

I come from a heritage rooted in 
leadership and service. Beyond busi-
ness, I am a thought leader, media 
strategist, and passionate advocate 
for youth empowerment, innovation, 
and nation-building, driven by the 
values of integrity, vision, action, and 
impact.

Why are you seeking to govern 
Lagos at this time?

 Lagos is at a critical crossroads. 
Our state, Nigeria’s commercial 
heartbeat, faces persistent challenges, 
traffic gridlock, flooding, inconsis-
tent policies, civil service inefficien-
cies, consistent power supply outage 
for residents and businesses, rising 
living costs, a severe housing deficit, 
and insufficient job opportunities 
for our teeming youth and working 
population. After careful assessment 
of the current state of affairs, I believe 
the time is now for fresh, transforma-
tive leadership that moves beyond 
selective flagship projects to deliver 
inclusive prosperity for every Lago-
sian, regardless of class or location. 
With my proven track record as a 
successful real estate developer and 
entrepreneur who has delivered tan-
gible results in urban planning and 
development, I am ready to bring 
private-sector efficiency, innovation, 
and people-centered governance to 
turn Lagos into a truly prosperous 
megacity by 2027. 

What specific gaps in governance 
motivated your ambition?

The gaps are clear and urgent: per-
sistent flooding across Lagos, incon-
sistent policies that puts the people at 
disadvantage, power supply shortages, 
whereas Lagos can have independent 
power projects (IPP) at various busi-
ness clusters, and residential zones 
across the IBILE divisions. Inadequate 
affordable housing that has left many 
in slums, chronic traffic congestion 
crippling daily life and productivity, 
rising cost of living that squeezes fam-
ilies and businesses that further drives 
and remove the indigenous people 
away from Lagos to outskirts. Insuf-
ficient job creation for youths and 
women, inadequate healthcare for the 
aged, women and children, security 
problems, and over-reliance on federal 
allocations instead of diversified local 

economic growth. Current efforts 
have been incremental and selective, 
not holistic or inclusive. As someone 
who understands Lagos’s economic 
dynamics intimately and knows how 
to tackles these challenges without be-
ing an appendage to any godfather, I 
am motivated to close these gaps with 
practical, innovative solutions that put 
residents first. 

 The PDP has struggled in Lagos 
for years—what will you do differ-
ently to make the party competi-
tive?

The PDP must evolve from past 
setbacks into a party of credible, re-
sults-driven governance. What I will 
do differently and demonstrate is to 
leverage my private-sector experi-
ence to introduce innovative, peo-
ple-centered policies, promote eco-
nomic diversification, and grassroots 
mobilisation that reconnects the par-
ty with ordinary Lagosians. 

I will focus on unity within the 
PDP and broader opposition forces, 
transparent accountability, and de-
livering visible impacts in housing, 
create friendly and enabling business 
environment, protect people’s busi-
nesses and enterprises, create jobs, 
and build massive infrastructure that 
will support more businesses and 
economic expansion that will attract 
real FDIs. This is not business as 
usual; it is about returning Lagos to 
its people with fresh leadership that 

challenges the status quo effectively. 
 How do you plan to challenge 

the long-standing dominance of the 
APC in Lagos politics?

 By offering a credible, formidable 
alternative rooted in proven delivery 
and vision. I represent fresh, innova-
tive, and people-centered leadership 
that the ruling APC has not provided. 
Through strategic alliances, like the 
strong backing from the Lagos For 
Prosperity Group and galvanising 
oppositions like IPAC and other com-
mitted agents of Better Lagos for ALL, 
we are building momentum across 
youths, entrepreneurs, community 
leaders, and disillusioned residents. 
My approach will be issue-based: ad-
dressing real pains like housing short-
ages, traffic, and unemployment with 
practical solutions drawn from my 
real estate expertise and entrepreneur-
ial success. We will rally all democratic 
forces, run a robust grassroots cam-
paign, and demonstrate that Lagos 
deserves better, transformative pros-
perity, not selective projects at high 
cost without accountability. 

What lessons has PDP learned 
from previous electoral losses in 
the state? 

In 2023 for instance, i ran for the 
House of Representatives, but the 
previous losses have taught us the im-
portance of strong grassroots struc-
tures, unified party machinery, and 
connecting directly with the aspira-

tions of everyday Lagosians rather 
than relying on national momentum 
alone.

 We have learned that voters re-
ward tangible results, accountability, 
and inclusive development over rhet-
oric.

 The PDP is now reborn with strate-
gic leadership and a renewed focus on 
people centered governance. In Lagos, 
we are intensifying efforts to reclaim 
power by presenting candidates with 
proven track records, like myself, who 
can deliver real development and bet-
ter Lagos for all and make the party 
competitive once again.  

What is your three-point agenda 
for Lagos if elected in 2027?

 I have more than 3 agenda such 
as education, healthcare, security, 
and others, however, based on your 
questions, my three-point agenda is 
simple, focused, and actionable: Af-
fordable Housing Revolution, deliv-
er massive low- and middle-income 
housing through public-private part-
nerships (PPP), innovative financ-
ing models, and sustainable urban 
planning to end the housing deficit 
and reduce slums. The reoccurring 
flooding in Lagos will be worked 
on to protect residential and busi-
nesses. In addition, I will promote 
civil service reform with a better re-
ward system, that will employ, train 
and make our administration very 
efficient. Economic diversification 
and job creation – boost entrepre-
neurship, tech hubs, SMEs, tourism, 
ocean economy, agriculture, and in-
dustrial clusters to generate millions 
of jobs, reduce reliance on federal 
allocations, and empower youths, 
women, and underserved communi-
ties. In addition, I will work with all 
critical stakeholders such as the busi-
ness community, the youths, women 
and traditional institutions to make 
life better for all Lagosians fostering 
unity amongst all. Infrastructure and 
Sustainable Development – Mod-
ernise transportation (expanded rail 
and BRT), build more roads across 
the Lagos IBILE divisions, improve 
education and healthcare access, en-
hance security, promote local gov-
ernment autonomy, and implement 
sustainable waste management and 
environmental protection.

 How will your administration 
address the rising cost of living in 
Lagos?

 We will tackle it head-on by 
creating sustainable jobs through 
economic diversification, making 
housing affordable to free up family 
incomes, and supporting SMEs and 
the informal sector with access to fi-
nance, training, and markets. 

Policies will focus on reducing 
dependency on imports via local 
production in agriculture and indus-
try, while ensuring efficient public 
services that lower daily expenses 
on transport and utilities. Prosper-
ity must reach every Lagosians not 

just a few. My administration will 
also work on stopping multiple and 
duplicity of tax which is a source of 
burden to businesses.

 What specific reforms will you 
introduce in transportation, hous-
ing, and waste management? 

Transportation, we will expand 
rail networks, build and rehabilitate 
more roads across the IBILE divi-
sions, build underground drainages 
and expand, and deepened surface 
drainages to contain flooding which 
impact mostly on transportation, 
modernise BRT operations, and im-
plement smart traffic solutions to 
ease gridlock and improve mobili-
ty for all. Housing, we will launch a 
revolution in affordable, sustainable 
schemes using PPPs, adherence to 
building codes, and innovative fi-
nancing to provide decent homes for 
low, and middle, income earners and 
protect the removal of indigenous 
people of Lagos due to housing prob-
lems. For waste management, we will 
prioritise sustainable environment 
practices, modern waste systems, and 
recycling to keep Lagos clean, green, 
and livable for future generations.

 Lagos is Nigeria’s commercial 
hub—how will you expand eco-
nomic opportunities for youths?

  By turning Lagos into a hub of 
opportunity through massive invest-
ment in tech hubs, skills develop-
ment, entrepreneurship programs, 
and sectors like tourism, agriculture, 
and industrial clusters. My adminis-
tration will create millions of sustain-
able jobs, prioritise youth and women 
inclusion, and reduce over-depen-
dence on oil or federal revenue by 
fostering local innovation and pri-
vate-sector growth. Young people 
will not just survive; they will thrive 
and lead the prosperity agenda. 

 What is your plan for supporting 
SMEs and informal sector workers? 
How would you attract foreign in-
vestment?

 For SMEs and informal sector 
workers, we will provide easier access 
to affordable credit, business train-
ing, market linkages, and regulatory 
reforms that protect and empower 
them as the backbone of our econo-
my. Tax incentives and one stop sup-
port centres will help them scale and 
formalise where beneficial. To attract 
foreign investment, my administra-
tion will create a secure, predictable, 
and business-friendly environment 
with improved infrastructure, policy 
stability, and incentives tailored to 
key sectors like tech, real estate, tour-
ism, and manufacturing.

Leveraging my international net-
works and private-sector credibili-
ty, we will market Lagos as Africa’s 
premier investment destination, 
transparent, innovative, and ready 
for partnership. Prosperity must be 
inclusive, and the gain of the FDI will 
be channeled to create jobs and build 
capacity for all Lagosians.

Adeoye

Laja Adeoye is president and chief executive officer of Fendini Group, a leading real estate developer and gubernatorial aspirant in Lagos State ahead of the 
2027 elections. In this interview with INIOBONG IWOK, he spoke on his plans for the state and why he is in the gubernatorial race. He said his approach would 
be issue-based, while addressing issues such as housing shortages, traffic, and unemployment with practical solutions. Excerpt:
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Four years after Nigeria 
passed its landmark Start-
up Act, the country’s inno-
vation ecosystem is at risk 

of fragmentation. With fewer than 
a quarter of states fully adopting 
the law, startups face uncertain-
ty, investors are cautious, and the 
promise of a nationwide, innova-
tion-friendly environment remains 
uneven at best.

Enacted in 2022, the Startup Act 
was designed to streamline regula-
tions, introduce tax incentives, and 
provide a predictable framework 
for innovation-driven businesses. 
The legislation followed a continen-
tal shift that began in 2018 when 
Tunisia became one of Africa’s 
first countries to pass a dedicated 
startup framework, signalling the 
importance of policies tailored to 
digital economies.

However, in Nigeria’s federal sys-
tem, passing the law at the national 
level is only the first step. Subnation-
al adoption is crucial because start-
ups operate daily under state-level 
regulations, tax authorities, land 
agencies, and other local institu-

tions. Without coordinated imple-
mentation across states, the Act risks 
remaining largely symbolic.

“State-level engagement is criti-
cal to ensuring the Startup Act deliv-
ers meaningful impact beyond pol-
icy intent,” said Tracy Okoro Isaac, 
partner at DigitA, which has been 
working with the ONE Campaign 
and government stakeholders.

“The law provides a strong 
foundation, but unless states ac-
tively implement its provisions, the 
benefits for startups will remain 

limited.”
So far, only Kaduna, Osun and 

Abia have formally adopted the 
Act. Others, including Kano, Ondo, 
and Anambra are still considering 
legislation, while several states re-
main in consultation phases. Lagos, 
Nigeria’s commercial hub, is pur-
suing a broader approach through 
its proposed Innovation Bill, which 
not only aligns with the Startup Act 
but also plans to allocate up to 2 
percent of annual capital expendi-
ture to innovation.

Building a start-up 
around your innovation

In Part Two of this series, we 
examined the strategy of li-
censing an innovation to an 
existing organisation with the 

capability to bring it to market. 
While licensing is a practical and 
less risky route for many research-
ers, there are situations where the 
innovator may decide to take a 
more direct path by building a 
start-up around the innovation.

Creating a start-up is often the 
most rewarding, but also the most 
demanding commercialisation 
path. It involves transforming an 
idea or research output into a fully 
functioning business that produc-
es and sells products or services 
to real customers. This approach 
gives the innovator greater control 
over the direction of the innova-
tion and a larger share of the po-
tential financial rewards.

However, it also requires a shift 
in mindset. The researcher or in-
ventor must move from the labo-
ratory or theoretical environment 
into the uncertain and competitive 
world of business. This transition 
demands skills in marketing, fi-
nance, operations, and leader-
ship; areas that may be outside 
the traditional training of many 
researchers.

Before choosing the start-up 
route, the innovator should ask a 

“Passing the law was only the 
beginning. The real work lies in 
building systems, coordination 
frameworks, and institutional ca-
pacity required to make it function 
effectively at the state level,” said 
Oswald Osaretin Guobadia, a lead-
ing ecosystem advisor and former 
senior special assistant on digital 
transformation.

“Without active state adoption, 
the Act risks remaining a strong 
national framework on paper with 
uneven impact on the ground,” 
Guobadia added.

Efforts to close the adoption gap 
have intensified. In 2023, engage-
ments across Kwara, Ondo, Osun, 
Kano, Plateau, and Oyo brought 
together founders, investors, and 
policymakers to define practical 
pathways for implementation, with 
Kaduna becoming the first state to 
formalise adoption.

In 2025, GIZ/DTC commis-
sioned DigitA to support state-level 
adoption through the Participato-
ry Policy Implementation Frame-
work (PPIF), developed with the 
National Information Technology 
Development Agency (NITDA). A 
study tour to Tunisia later that year 

exposed Nigerian policymakers to 
structured approaches to startup 
governance, financing, and institu-
tional coordination.

Nigeria’s innovation economy 
is inherently uneven. Lagos dom-
inates fintech, while states such as 
Kano and Kaduna are emerging 
as hubs for agricultural technolo-
gy and logistics solutions. Flexible, 
state-driven implementation allows 
each region to leverage its com-
parative advantage rather than at-
tempting to replicate Lagos’ model.

While the Startup Act’s federal 
incentives, including the Startup 
Label, provide funding and regu-
latory support, broader state adop-
tion could unlock local grants, tar-
geted investment programmes, and 
innovation incentives, expanding 
opportunities for founders outside 
major hubs

As Nigeria races to establish 
itself as a continental innovation 
leader, stakeholders say the Act’s 
success will depend not on its ex-
istence, but on its execution. With-
out wider adoption across states, 
the law risks leaving much of the 
country’s innovation potential un-
tapped.

Nigeria’s Startup Act struggles 
to take root as states lag behind

Innovation commercialisation: Turning your research 
and ideas into market relevant products and services (3)

KENNETH ATHEKAME

KOLA OWOLABI few critical questions:
1.Is there a clearly defined mar-

ket need for this innovation?
2.Can the innovation be de-

veloped into a product or service 
within a reasonable time and cost?

3.Do I have, or can I attract, the 
right team to build this business?

4.Is the potential return worth 
the risks involved?

If the answers to these ques-
tions, which are best explored in 
the feasibility study/business plan 
tool, are positive, building a start-
up may be the right path.

A notable example of innova-
tion-driven start-ups is Tesla, Inc. 
Although electric cars had existed 
for years, the company successfully 
built a business around advanced 
battery technology, performance, 
and a strong brand identity. By 
focusing on both innovation and 
the business model, the company 
transformed an existing concept 
into a global automotive and ener-
gy enterprise.

Another example is Micro-
soft, co-founded by Bill Gates. 
The company was built around 
the idea of providing software for 
the emerging personal comput-
er market. Rather than licensing 
their early innovations alone, the 
founders built a company that 
went on to dominate the global 
software industry.

These examples highlight an 
important lesson: innovation 
alone does not create a successful 
start-up. What makes the differ-

ence is the combination of innova-
tion with a strong business model, 
market understanding, and effec-
tive execution.

To build a start-up around an 
innovation, the following steps are 
essential:

1. Validate the market 
need

Engage potential customers 
early. Confirm that the innovation 
solves a real and urgent problem.

2. Protect the intellec-
tual property

Secure patents, trademarks, or 
other forms of protection to safe-
guard the innovation. 

3. Build the right team
A balanced team should in-

clude technical, marketing, and 

financial expertise. 

4. Develop a simple 
business model

Use tools like the Business 
Model Canvas to define value 
proposition, target customers, rev-
enue streams, and cost structure. 

5. Start small and iter-
ate

Launch a minimum viable 
product (MVP), test it in the mar-
ket, gather feedback, and improve 
continuously.

6. Seek appropriate 
funding

Funding can come from per-
sonal savings, grants, angel inves-
tors, venture capital, or strategic 
partners.

The step-by step implementa-
tion model capturing the above 
points is best represented in a ro-
bust business plan. The business 
plan looks ahead for about five 
years how the implementation 
journey will be undertaken amidst 
the shocks and uncertainties that 
bedevil every business environ-
ment 

The start-up route is best suited 
for innovations that:

· Address a large or growing 
market.

·  Require close control over 
product development.

· Have the potential to create 
entirely new industries or disrupt 
existing ones.

While the journey may be chal-
lenging, building a start-up offers 
innovators the opportunity to 
shape their ideas into thriving en-
terprises that create jobs, generate 
wealth, and contribute meaning-
fully to economic development.

In the end, whether through 
licensing, partnerships, or start-
ups, the ultimate goal of innova-
tion commercialisation remains 
the same: to transform ideas into 
solutions that improve lives and 
create value for society.

Owolabi is a Fellow of the 
Nigerian Institute of Management 

Consultants (FIMC.CMC) and 
Chief Executive Officer of David 

Solomon Consulting Limited. The 
company can be reached via phone 

or WhatsApp at 08023203198
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However, strong 
coordination 
between federal 
and state 
regulators is 
essential to 
maintain market 
stability and 
investor confidence
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Analysis

Cost-reflective tariffs, energy investment, 
and Nigeria’s $1trillion goal

Nigeria’s ambition to build 
a $1 trillion economy 
by 2030 rests on one 

critical pillar: reliable electricity. 
Without a stable and financially 
viable power sector, industrial 
growth, manufacturing, digital 
innovation, and investment 
wi l l  remain a  mirage.  Yet 
without deep reforms including 
resolving persistent tariff and 
liquidity challenges, the power 
sector will continue to struggle, 
undermining Nigeria’s economic 
goals.

 This  goal  is  centra l  to 
President Bola Ahmed Tinubu’s 
economic agenda but achieving 
it requires bold and realistic 
reforms in the electricity sector, 
with cost-reflective tariffs at the 
core.

Why Cost-Reflective Tariffs 
Matter
Across the world, sustainable 
electricity systems rely on tariffs 
that reflect the true cost of 
generating, transmitting, and 
distributing power. When tariffs 
fall below cost, utilities cannot 
recover expenses, leading to 
debt, poor maintenance, limited 
expansion, and unreliable supply. 
Nigeria’s electricity challenges 
reflect this reality.

 Countries like the United 
K i n g d o m  a n d  C a n a d a 
incorporate the total wholesale 
energy costs, grid charges, and 
supplier margins into tariffs, 
keeping utilities financially viable. 
Emerging nations such as Chile 
and Kenya have adopted cost-
reflective tariffs while providing 
protect ions for  vulnerable 

OLAKUNLE ELATUYI

•Elatuyi is a public admin-
istrator and advocate for 
Integrated National and 
Subnational Policy

households, stabilising their 
electricity sectors and attracting 
investment.

 Nigeria has begun this process 
through phased tariff adjustments 
and service-based pricing, but 
deeper reforms are needed. 
Currently, Nigeria generates 
only 4,000–5,000 MW for over 
220 million people, compared 
to South Africa’s 40,000 MW for 
60 million a stark illustration of 
the power deficit. Closing this 
gap will require $100–150 billion 
over the next two decades to 
expand generation, modernize 
transmission, and strengthen 
distribution networks.

The Reality of Electricity Costs
In my view, many Nigerians 
expect electricity to remain 
cheap, but globally power is 
costly due to massive investment 
in power infrastructure, fuel, 
environmental compliance, and 
grid reliability investments. 
Households in Canada pay 12–15 
US cents per kilowatt-hour, 
while UK prices exceed 25 US 
cents. Nigeria’s average tariff of 
roughly 3.7 US cents is far below 
the true cost.

 The hidden costs of this gap 
are significant. Due to unreliable 
grid electricity, businesses and 
households depend heavily on 
diesel and petrol generators. 
Nigerian businesses spend an 
estimated $14 billion annually 
on generator fuel, while the 
broader economy loses about $29 
billion each year due to power 
outages and lost productivity. 
Reliable grid electricity would 
dramatically reduce these costs 
while improving competitiveness 
for Nigerian industries.

Me a nw h i l e ,  e l e c t r i c i t y 

subsidies estimated to have 
exceeded N6 trillion over the 
past decade provide short-term 
relief but weaken the financial 
sustainability of the sector and 
discourage private investment.
State Regulation Under the 
Electricity Act 2023
T h e  E l e c t r i c i t y  Ac t  2 0 2 3 
de cent ra l i zes  gover nance , 
allowing states to participate 
more actively in electricity 
markets. This enables localized 
solutions, renewable energy 
projects, and private investment. 

 However, strong coordination 
between federa l  and state 
regulators is essential to maintain 
market stability and investor 
confidence.

P r o t e c t i n g  L o w - I n c o m e 
Consumers
Cost-ref lective tariffs must 
be paired with targeted social 
protection. Programs such as 
energy rebates, lifeline tariffs, 
and direct bill support ensure 
vulnerable households are not 
overburdened.

 Expanding initiatives like 
the Nigeria Electr if icat ion 
P r o g r a m m e ,  p a i r e d  w i t h 
n at i onw i d e  me te r i ng  and 
targeted subsidies, including 
support provided under the 
Electricity Act 2023 through 
the Power Consumer Assistance 
Fund for low-income households 
and critical institutions such 
as schools and hospitals is 
essential for improving access 
and affordability.

Subsidy Arrangements and 
Fiscal Sustainability
Subsidies should be transparent, 
targeted, and fiscally sustainable, 
f o c u s i n g  o n  v u l n e r a b l e 
consumers and critical economic 
sec tors  rather  than broad 
distortions. 

A well-structured subsidy 
f r a m e w or k  a l l ow s  t a r i f f s 
to gradual ly  ref lect  actual 
costs, strengthening financial 
d i s c ip l i ne  and  i mprov i ng 
investor confidence.

Promoting Energy Efficiency
Energy efficiency complements 
tariff reform. Agencies such 
as the Energy Commission 
of Nigeria and the National 
Centre for Energy Efficiency 
and Conservation advocate 
for appliances like LED bulbs, 
inver ter  a i r  condit ioners , 
energy-efficient refrigerators, 
induction cookers, and low-
energy televisions. 

 Widespread adoption will 
reduce electricity demand, lower 
household costs, and support 
Nigeria’s $1 trillioneconomic 
goal.

The Path Forward
To achieve sustainable electricity 

and economic growth, Nigeria 
must:

•Implement cost-reflective 
t ar i f f s ,  e x p and  me te r i ng , 
strengthen regulation, and invest 
in transmission and renewable 
energy.

•Introduce  t ransparent , 
targeted subsidies to protect 
vulnerable households while 
ensuring sector sustainability.

•Promote energ y-saving 
appliances and enforce efficiency 
standards to reduce demand and 
improve affordability.

• L a u n c h  a  n a t i o nw i d e 
campaign  to  explain  t r ue 
power costs, the benefits of 
reliable electricity, and why 
targeted subsidies are needed 
similar to the approach used for 
fuel-subsidy reforms.

Reliable electricity is not just a 
sectoral issue, it is the foundation 
for Nigeria’s industrial growth, 
economic competitiveness, and 
long-term development. The 
time to act is now; the country 
cannot afford further delays if the 
$1 trillion goal is to be realised.
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…As UNIBEN holds NELFUND sensitisation programme

FG reiterates NELFUND’s 
merits to varsity students

The University of Be-
nin has held a pro-
gramme to sensitise 
the students on the 

merits of the education loan 
fund initiated by the Federal 

Government. The event was 
held recently at the Universi-
ty’s auditorium. 

Edoba Omoregie, a pro-
fessor and vice chancellor, 
said that the NELFUND 
scheme has eased, tremen-
dously, the burden of students 

in public tertiary institutions 
and their parents with regard 
to payment of school charges 
and upkeep allowance.

The Vice Chancellor ex-
plained that it was due to the 
significance of the NELFUND 
scheme that a directorate was 

NKECHINYERE OGINYI, Abakaliki

Amid growing 
scrutiny fueled 
by online re-
ports, members 
of the Governing 

Council of the David Umahi 
Federal University of Science 
(DUFUHS) have strongly 
dismissed allegations that the 
institution has been hijacked 
or is being run as a personal 
enterprise.

At a meeting held within 
the university premises in Eb-
onyi State, Wednesday, mem-
bers of the governing council 
addressed what they described 
as misleading and malicious 
claims circulating in an online 
media outlet. The report had 
alleged that David Umahi, for-
mer governor of Ebonyi State 
and minister of Works, had 
taken over the running of the 
university, sidelining the gov-
erning council.

But in a coordinated re-
sponse, council members 
painted a very different pic-
ture one of cohesion, autono-
my, and institutional stability.

Adebayo Shittu, pro-chan-
cellor and chairman of the 
Governing Council, is at the 
forefront of the response. He 
described the allegations as not 
only false but also an attempt 
to undermine the credibility of 
one of Nigeria’s fastest-growing 
federal universities.

Shittu recounted how 
he first became aware of the 
claims through an unexpect-

ed phone call from a journal-
ist based in the United States, 
who sought confirmation of 
the alleged sidelining.

“I was surprised when I 
got the call suggesting that I 
had been sidelined. I made it 
clear that I have no complaint 
against anybody, and nobody 
could sideline me,” he said.

Drawing on his dec-
ades-long political career, 
Shittu insisted that such claims 
were implausible, noting that 
his experience spanning over 
47 years in public life makes 
him neither vulnerable to ma-
nipulation nor exclusion.

Beyond personal rebuttal, 
he framed the allegations as 
part of a broader effort to dest-
abilise the institution.

“Any negative information 
you hear is a hatchet job by 
frustrated individuals whose 
intentions are not noble. We 
are working in unity, and 
everything is going on well,” 
he added.

The council chairman 
emphasised that DUFUHS 
remains committed to its na-
tional mandate as a federal 
institution, welcoming stu-
dents from across Nigeria and 
focusing on delivering quality 
education in health sciences.

Echoing this position, 
council member Saliu Alu-
ko dismissed the report as 
“malicious, slanderous, and 
unreasonable,” stressing that 
members of the council are in-
dependent-minded individu-

als who fully understand their 
responsibilities.

“We are seasoned politi-
cians. We know our rights and 
duties. Our meetings are rig-
orous we cross all the T’s and 
dot all the I’s. Nobody is con-
trolling us,” he stated.

Aluko further clarified that 
the council operates without 
interference from external ac-
tors, including the minister at 
the centre of the allegations, 
insisting that the claims of a 
takeover are entirely unfound-
ed.

Also lending his voice, a 
representative of the Federal 
Ministry of Education, Paul 
Okpe, described the report 
as baseless, reinforcing the 
position that the university’s 
governance structure remains 
intact.

Jessie Uneke, vice chan-
cellor of the university, on 
his part, pointed to ongoing 
infrastructural developments 
as clear evidence of effective 
oversight by the governing 
council.

“If you look at the infra-
structures here, you will see 
that the council is supervising 
these projects very well. The 
stability we enjoy academi-
cally and administratively re-
flects that the system is work-
ing,” he said.

As the debate continues in 
public discourse, DUFUHS 
authorities insist that the in-
stitution remains focused on 
its core mandate, undistracted 
by what they describe as un-
founded narratives.

David Umahi Varsity’s Council sets 
record straight on ‘hijack’ allegation

Over 10 million hectares of 
forest lost annually — IUO VC

2027: INEC extends deadline for 
submission of parties’ membership 
register in revised timetable

The Vice Chancellor 
of Igbinedion Uni-
versity, Okada, Prof. 
Lawrence Ezemonye, 

has raised concerns over the 
alarming rate of deforestation 
globally, revealing that over 10 
million hectares of forest are 
lost annually.

Ezemonye disclosed this 
during an event marking the 
International Day of Forests 
at the university in Okada, 
Edo State, stressing that Nige-
ria remains highly vulnerable 
to the crisis.

Citing data from the Food 
and Agriculture Organisation 
of the United Nations, the 
Vice Chancellor noted that 
Nigeria ranks among coun-
tries with the highest defor-
estation rates in Africa, with 
far-reaching environmental 
and economic implications.

He warned that the conse-
quences of forest depletion are 
already evident in increased 
flooding, desertification, eco-
system collapse, displacement 
of communities, and the ac-
celeration of climate change.

According to him, the an-
nual observance of the Inter-
national Day of Forests should 
go beyond ceremonial activi-
ties, describing it as a critical 
call to action for governments, 
institutions, and individuals.

“As a university, we bear 
a unique responsibility as 
custodians of knowledge 

The Independent 
National Electoral 
Commission INEC 
have announced the 

extension of deadline for the 
submission of parties’ mem-
bership register in the revised 
timetable and schedules of 
activities released on Friday 
night in Abuja ahead of 2027 
general election.

In a statement, in Abuja by 
the National Commissioner 
and Chairman, Information 
and Voter Education Com-
mittee, Mohammed Kudu 
Haruna, the commission 
urges political parties to fix 
dates for parties’ primaries 
as they requested within the 
approved period of 23 April 
2026.

At the meeting of the 
Commission with the Polit-
ical Parties on Tuesday, 24th 
March 2026, concerns were 
raised on the timeline for the 
submission of Political Par-
ties’ Registers of Members 
under the Revised Timetable 
and Schedule of Activities for 
the 2027 General Election, 
which was originally fixed for 

and incubators of solutions,” 
Ezemonye said, reaffirming 
the institution’s commitment 
to environmental sustainabil-
ity as both an academic focus 
and operational principle.

Delivering the keynote ad-
dress, Nosa Adams, Edo State 
commissioner for Environ-
ment and Sustainability, repre-
sented by Victor Otamere, per-
manent secretary, emphasised 
that forests remain vital climate 
assets and must be protected to 
safeguard human survival.

He added that the state 
government has taken steps to 
strengthen forest conservation 
through the establishment of 
the Edo State Forestry Com-
mission to enhance sustain-
able forest management.

Also speaking, Joan Omo-
sigho, chairman of the Com-
mission, Valentine Asuen, 
represented by Area Forest 
Officer, acknowledged the 
persistent challenges of defor-
estation despite the immense 
ecological and economic ben-
efits forests provide, urging 
citizens to act as stewards of 
the environment.

Earlier, Spencer Nwang-
wu, a professor, and director 
of the Centre for Climate 
Change and SDGs, described 
global forests as being in cri-
sis, driven by agricultural 
expansion, urbanisation, ille-
gal logging, and rising con-
sumption patterns, calling 
for collective commitment to 
reversing forest loss.

1st April 2026 to 21st April 
2026. 

The Commission, at the 
said meeting, agreed to adjust 
the period for the submission 
of the Political Parties’ Regis-
ters of Members to align with 
the 21 days prescribed by 
Section 77(4) of the Elector-
al Act, 2026, with the actual 
dates fixed by political parties 
themselves.

“Political parties are ac-
cordingly informed that they 
are free to fix the dates of 
their primaries within the ap-
proved period from the 23rd 
of April 2026 to the 30th of 
May 2026. It is imperative 
that parties adhere to this 
timeline to ensure a smooth 
electoral process.

The register of party 
members must be submitted 
to INEC not later than 21 
days before the holding of 
their respective primaries. 
This means that the final 
deadline for the submission 
of political parties’ registers 
of members is extended to 
10th May 2026, from the 21st 
April 2026 originally con-
tained in the revised time-
table.

ELVIS OMOREGIE, Benin

AKOMBO AONDONA, Abuja
created in the University to 
co-ordinate the process of 
application and access to the 
funds by students.

Omoregie also said that 
as the first institution to 
create such a directorate of 
NELFUND, the gains have 
been enormous including the 
quantum leap in the figure of 
student enrolment into the 
scheme.

Akintunde Sawyerr, man-
aging director and chief ex-
ecutive of NELFUND, Abuja, 
who lectured the students on 
the modalities for accessing 
the loan and benefits, an-
nounced that the loan was 
open to all Nigerians in fed-
eral and state institutions of 
higher learning, whether rich 
or poor.

He encouraged students to 
take advantage of the federal 
government’s benevolence to 
pursue their educational goals.

Two students each from 
faculties and schools were 
inaugurated as ambassadors 
to carry out more sensitisa-
tion on the NLFUND scheme 
among their peers.

The programme was at-
tended by the management, 
staff and students of the Uni-
versity as well as some parents.

Edoba Omoregie, a professor and vice chancellor, University of Benin, with Akintunde Sawyerr, MD/
CEO of NELFUND, during NELFUND sensitisation programme at UNIBEN, recently.
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Perspective

Boundaries of Peace: Nwifuru’s approach offers 
template for communal strife settlement

In Ebonyi State, Nigeria’s south-eastern 
agricultural heartland, the lush sprawling 
land is not just soil; it fuses identity with 
livelihood, sometimes ushering a spark for 
violence. This is a grim reality depicted by 

the recent storm between the Amasiri community 
in Afikpo LGA and Oso-Edda in Edda LGA 
threatened local peace, menaced the broader 
credibility of subnational governance, and 
forebode a cycle of reprisals in a region already 
charred by similar clashes. Then steps in Governor 
Francis Ogbonnaya Nwifuru with measured 
intervention as swift as it is stern.

In a move to ascertain the extent of damage 
from the dispute that sprouted on January 29, 
Governor Nwifuru visited the ravaged Okporojo 
site. He subsequently imposed a curfew on 
Amasiri, sacked all government appointees from 
the community including the commissioner for 
tertiary education, Amari Omaka, dissolved the 
local development union, dethroned traditional 
rulers, and shut down schools temporarily. 
Soldiers were deployed, and a 72-hour ultimatum 
issued to produce the culprits. Suspects were in 
custody by February, and the curfew was relaxed 
from a near-total lockdown to between 7am and 
6pm.

A bitter pill for lasting peace
Some have argued that these measures averted 
a bloodbath and potentially saved Amasiri 
from reprisal deaths given deafening whispers 

of vengeance. Others contend that Nwifuru’s 
move from a previous heavy-handed approach 
of a total lockdown to a calibrated relaxation is 
a demonstration of a governance style that is as 
muscular as it is mindful. Nwifuru’s Amaseri peace 
tonic may seem like a collective punishment to 
the casual observer, but intelligence information 
as disclosed by the governor suggested that five 
neighbouring communities were gearing up for a 
retaliation that could have killed 200 people. This 
then shows that his approach was preventative 
rather than punitive as he might have saved 
Amaseri from carnage by containing them. The 
decisive action, extoled by eminent Ebonyians like 
the Works Minister David Umahi, has soothed 
vengeful flames of fury.

Such decisiveness merits commendation from 
an economic lens, given the heavy toll communal 
conflicts exert in Ebonyi, a state contributing 
significantly to Nigeria’s rice production and host 
to deposits of lead, zinc and limestone. The World 
Bank estimates that violence spates in Nigeria’s 
rural areas cost the economy up to 2 per cent of 
GDP in lost output yearly, while eroding investor 
confidence. In Ebonyi alone, past disputes such as 
those between Abaomege and Ishinkwo or Ishiagu 
and Akaeze have razed farms, halted mining 
operations and subverted agribusiness investments. 
Thus, by acting forcefully, Mr Nwifuru stemmed 
immediate escalation, preserving the fragile peace 
that underpins the state’s ambition to become a 
food basket for the south-east.

Mirroring past pan-African approaches; 
tempering the accolades
Nwifuru’s method reflects past successful 
mediations in other parts of Africa. In Kenya’s Rift 
Valley following 2007 election violence, violence 
was quashed in similar top-down fashion that 
comprised curfews and leadership cleansings that 

bought time for lasting reconciliation. Governor 
Nwifuru’s move is built on prior peace deals 
including a 2003 boundary-setting gazette. What 
is more, the governor showed zero tolerance for 
collusion, likely discouraging future instigators. 
Early signs are promising as no major reprisals 
have occurred and a probes continue, enabling 
businesses to trickle back.

But praise must be moderated. Critics, 
including Amasiri leaders and a human-rights 
lawyer who filed a N105 billion ($65m) suit against 
Governor Nwifuru condemned the actions as 
punitive and biased and smacking of collateral 
punishment. With school shut, markets desolate 
and residents fleeing in fear of arbitrary arrests, 
they argue that the externalities could heighten 
malice and turn a boundary squabble into rooted 
animosity. Economists warn of “conflict traps” that 
could spawn long-term instability if grievances 
grow.

Towards sustainable harmony
The governor’s leadership has shown, thus far, 
demonstrated a perceptive grasp of political 
economy, with his restraint signalling neutrality, 
his engagement conveying respect, and his 
intervention restoring calm without recourse 
to wanton force. Now, the governor must steer 
from containment to stabilisation. First, he 
should implement the 2003 boundary gazette 
drafted during an earlier administration, which 
apparently offers a neutral demarcation based on 
historical claims and surveys. Delaying this could 
fuel accusations of favouritism. Clear boundaries 
would reduce ambiguity, same way Rwanda’s 
post-genocide land reforms clarified ownership 
and boosted agricultural productivity by almost 
20 per cent.

Again, the governor must control negative 
externalities and cushion the economic costs of lost 

wages for traders, disrupted education for children 
and psychological trauma for families, which have 
arisen from curfew and shutdowns.  The governor 
could establish a rehabilitation fund to compensate 
victims on both sides, rebuild homes in Okporojo, 
and support displaced Amasiri farmers. This way, 
the State’s over N10 billion per year mining sector 
will gain as stability attracts investors.  

Third, the governor could establish a cross-
community council in the mould of South 
Africa’s post-apartheid truth and reconciliation 
commissions. This will let the people air their 
grievances, promoting dialogue. On the economy 
front, shared infrastructure projects like irrigation 
schemes for rice paddies and access roads to 
disputed quarries could turn disputed land into 
shared assets.

The final word
By and large, Governor Nwifuru has evinced 
the courage for decisive action. He has exhibited 
the wisdom to relax as the moment allowed. He 
has earned the trust of the wider public and the 
patience of the affected communities. Now he 
must remove detonators can be reconnected and 
guarantee lasting peace. To do this, he must double 
as an economic architect and a security operative. 
binding the communities together through mutual 
economic fate, legally indisputable boundaries, and 
accountable local governance. This way, he will 
warrant that the only thing severed in Ebonyi’s 
future is the cord between its people and poverty, 
not between a man and his head. For as the gun 
has fallen silent, the moment of danger must be 
turned into a foundation for prosperity. This is the 
ultimate test of economic statecraft.

Dr. Unah is an investment banker and a public 
policy analyst; he writes from Lagos

INNOCENT UNAH

On January 29, 2026, in Umuahia, Abia State, a 
small but radical shift took place in Nigerian 
agriculture.

 Officials from the Federal Ministry of Agriculture 
gathered to distribute knapsack sprayers to 300 smallholder 
farmers. Government support programs like this are not 
new. What was new was how the beneficiaries were 
identified. There were no political lists, and no guesswork. 
For the first time, there was no need to “spray and pray”.

 Instead, they logged into a live, dynamic database of 
verified farmers, mapped, validated, and profiled using 
satellite imagery, remote sensing, and artificial intelligence. 
In minutes, they could see who the farmers were, where 
they farmed, what they grew, and how much land they 
cultivated.

 That database, Abia’s Agriculture Digital Data System 
(Abia ADDS), served as a single source of truth for 
agriculture in the state. And in that moment, it quietly 
demonstrated what Africa’s food system has been missing 
all along: data that actually works. But by building it 
and showing its potential impact, Kitovu Technology 
Company validated the sermons it has been preaching 
for many years.

 Let's face the fact squarely; Africa’s food problem is not 
just about inputs. It’s About Information. Africa produces 
nearly 80 percent of its food from smallholder farmers, yet 
these farmers remain largely invisible to policymakers, 
financiers, and markets. Governments plan subsidies 
without knowing real farm sizes. Banks refuse to lend 
because they cannot verify production. Extension agents 
give generic advice because they lack localized data. As a 
result, billions of dollars in agricultural spending deliver 

only marginal impact. This is not a failure of effort. It is a 
failure of information.

 According to the World Bank, countries with strong 
agricultural data systems are significantly better at 
targeting subsidies, improving productivity, and stabilizing 
food prices. In India, the digitization of farmer records 
through Aadhaar-linked land databases enabled direct 
benefit transfers that reduced leakage and improved farmer 
incomes. In Brazil, satellite-backed farm registries have 
been critical to credit access, traceability, and deforestation 
control. Rwanda’s national land and crop data systems 
have helped align extension services with real-time 
farm conditions, contributing to sustained yield growth. 
Where data is coherent, agriculture works. Where it is 
fragmented, it fails.

  The Abia pilot revealed something deeper than 
efficient distribution. It highlighted one often neglected 
fact; what data makes possible, when it's done right. With 
reliable farm-level data, governments can move from 
blanket interventions to precision policy. Support can 
be tailored by crop, location, soil type, and season. Input 
subsidies can be timed correctly. Emergency responses 
can be targeted before crises escalate.

 For farmers, the implications are even more profound. 
When farm, soil, weather, and satellite data are combined, 
advisory services stop being generic. Farmers receive crop-
specific fertilizer recommendations, precise herbicide 
guidance, and early warnings for pests, droughts, or 
floods. Evidence from multiple studies shows that such 
data-driven advisory systems can increase yields by 20–40 
percent while reducing input misuse and emissions.

 Critically, data also unlocks finance. A verifiable 
production history becomes an alternative credit score. 
Financial institutions can lend based on observed 
performance rather than collateral farmers do not have. 

In Kenya, digital farm records linked to mobile platforms 
have already enabled thousands of smallholders to access 
loans previously considered impossible. Data doesn’t just 
improve farming. It rewires the entire food economy.

 Despite its catalytic power, agricultural data 
remains one of the most underfunded assets in Africa’s 
development landscape. But why does Africa still 
underinvest in agricultural data? The reasons are familiar. 
Data infrastructure is expensive upfront. The returns are 
indirect. Benefits accrue across sectors rather than to a 
single investor. Existing data is scattered across ministries, 
NGOs, and private platforms, locked in silos that don’t talk 
to one another. In short, agricultural data suffers from a 
classic market failure: everyone benefits, but no one wants 
to pay. Yet Africa has solved this problem before.

 Nigeria’s financial system works today because of 
shared infrastructure. The Nigeria Inter-Bank Settlement 
System (NIBSS) enabled interoperability, trust, and scale 
across banks that would never have built such systems 
alone. It made digital payments viable, and profitable. 
So what lessons can we borrow from banking? What 
If Agriculture had its own NIBSS? Because in truth, 
agriculture needs a similar leap.

 Imagine an Agricultural Data Infrastructure 
Processing System (ADIPS): an interoperable backbone 
connecting public and private agricultural data sources 
under shared standards. Governments, agribusinesses, 
financial institutions, and development partners could 
contribute and access verified data through incentive-
based sharing. Now imagine taking it a step further. What 
if data itself could be tokenized, allowing investors to 
fund data collection and infrastructure, while accessing 
liquidity instead of waiting years for indirect returns? 
What if development finance institutions, pension funds, 
and even governments could invest in agricultural data the 

way they invest in roads or power grids? These questions 
are unconventional, but so was digital banking once. And 
it can be done. The question is, who will fund it?

 Africa’s food system is under pressure from climate 
change, population growth, and fiscal constraints. We 
can continue to operate in the dark, distributing inputs 
without insight, designing policies without evidence, and 
blaming farmers for systemic failures. Or we can recognize 
a simple truth: you cannot fix what you cannot see. That 
is the choice before us; continue with the status quo, or 
embrace a new path forward.

 The Abia experience shows that building a single 
source of truth for agriculture is not theoretical. It is 
possible. It works. And when done right, it changes 
everything, from farmer dignity to policy effectiveness. 
The real question is no longer whether data can transform 
Africa’s food system. It is whether we are bold enough 
to invest in the invisible infrastructure that makes 
transformation inevitable.

 Because in the end, food security is not just about 
seeds and soil. It is about knowledge, and the systems 
that allow it to flow.

The day Nigeria stopped 'spraying and plraying'

.Emeka is a Nigerian agritech entrepreneur 
and systems builder focused on transforming 
Africa’s food system through climate-smart 
infrastructure, digital innovation, and data 
infrastructure. He is the founder of Kitovu 
Technology Company, which builds agricultural 
data platforms and post-harvest systems 
supporting smallholder farmers across Africa. 
His work sits at the intersection of food security, 
technology, and poverty reduction.
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Ayodeji Oluwafemi

Indian High Commissioner lauds country’s push for 
stronger ties with Nigeria to drive mutual growth

Indian High Commis-
sioner to Nigeria, Ab-
hishek Singh has lauded 
India’s efforts to bolster 
trade ties with Nigeria, 

driving mutual growth and 
development.

Speaking at the 2nd India 
Trade Expo in Lagos, hosted 
by the Indian High Commis-
sion and Indian Professional 
Forum (IPF), Singh highlight-
ed the presence of over 200 
Indian companies in Nigeria, 
working towards shared pro-
gress and development.

According to him, the idea 
of holding India Trade Expo 
has been carved to showcase 
the potential of India com-
panies and reaffirm their en-
gagement with the Federal 
Republic of Nigeria, cham-
bers of businesses and private 
businesses in Nigeria.

This expo, the High Com-
missioner said, would high-
light their commitment and 
entrepreneurship of creating 
an environment for their fel-
low Nigeria counterparts to 
work together as a team.

Speaking also at the event, 
Consul General of India La-
gos, Kannan Chockalingam, 
emphasised the need for 
deeper economic integration 
and strategic cooperation 
with Nigeria, highlighting op-
portunities for mutual growth 
and development.

Chockalingam also empha-
sised that India and Nigeria’s 
partnership must evolve from 
transactional trade to trans-
formational collaboration, un-
locking new opportunities for 
growth and expansion.

To him, both countries 
can work hand in hand in 
strengthening manufacturing 
and value edition; promoting 
joint ventures and local ca-

pacity building; encouraging 
technology adaption and skill 
transfer.  

Others include; support-
ing sustainable development 
and green growth and em-
powering youth and entre-
preneurs in both countries.

“India’s experience in dig-
ital governance, affordable 
healthcare, small-scale indus-
try development, and renew-
able energy can complement 
Nigeria’s vast resources market 
potential, and development.

“The India trade show is 
therefore, not just an event, it 
is an opportunity. An oppor-
tunity to build partnerships, 
sign agreements, initiate dia-
logue, and lay foundation for 
long term collaboration.

“I encourage Nigerian 
businesses to explore India as 
a reliable partner for quality 
products, technology solu-
tions and investment collab-
orations, I equally encourage 
Indian companies to see Ni-
geria not just as a market, but 
as a strategic gateway to West 
Africa,’’ he added.

While stating that the re-
lationship between India and 
Nigeria is anchored on trade, 
technology and tourism, he 
said: “bilateral trade between 
India and Nigeria has con-
sistently remained strong and 
diversified. Indian companies 
have invested significantly 
in Nigeria across sector such 

as pharmaceuticals, agricul-
ture, manufacturing, power 
infrastructure and consumer 
goods. At the same time, Ni-
geria remains a vital energy   
partner for India.

“The India Trade show 
serves as a platform to ex-
pand this engagement, to cre-
ate new supply chain, explore 
joint ventures, encourage 
MSME collaboration and un-
lock untapped opportunities.

“The complementarities 
between our two economic are 
immense. By strengthening 
trade facilitation, improving 
logistics, and enhances busi-
ness connectivity, we can sig-
nificantly boost bilateral trade 
volume and generate employ-
ment in both countries.

“India’s growth story over 
the past decades has been 
driven by innovation, digital 
transformation, and entre-
preneurship.

“From fintech to digital 
public infrastructure, from 
healthcare technology to re-
newable energy solutions, 
India has developed scalable, 
affordable and inclusive tech-
nologies that benefit devel-
oped economies.

“Nigeria with its dynamic 
youth population and rapid-
ly expanding tech ecosystem 
presents enormous opportu-
nities for collaboration.

“By partnering in areas 
such as digital payments. IT 

NGOZI OKPALAKUNNE

IBEDC pledges operational efficiency, 
improved service to customers

Following the emer-
gence of a new core 
investor and recon-
stituted board of di-

rectors, Ibadan Electricity 
Distribution Company Plc 
(IBEDC) has announced the 
appointment of Deolu Ijose 
as its new managing direc-
tor/chief executive officer.

His appointment follows 
the recent reconstitution of 
the Company’s Board of Di-
rectors. Ijose succeeds Fran-
cis Agoha, an engineer. 

Angela Olanrewaju, co-
ordinating head, Corporate 
Services IBEDC, in a state-
ment said the new CEO was 
bringing extensive industry 
experience to his new role 
having previously served 
as managing director of 
Benin Electricity Distribu-
tion Company (BEDC) and 
chief commercial officer at 
IBEDC.

His deep sector knowl-
edge and familiarity with 
IBEDC’s operations position 
him to effectively lead the 
company through its next 
phase of growth and trans-
formation.

Commenting on the ap-
pointment, the Board ex-
pressed confidence in Ijose’s 
ability to consolidate on ex-

isting gains while driving im-
proved performance across 
the business.

In his remarks, Ijose stat-
ed: “I am honoured to lead 
IBEDC at this critical time. 
We will build on the foun-
dation already in place by 
prioritising operational effi-
ciency, strengthening com-
mercial discipline, and de-
livering improved service to 
our customers. Our success 
will be driven by teamwork, 
accountability, and a shared 
commitment to excellence.”

With the appointment, 
IBEDC reaffirms its com-
mitment to delivering im-
proved electricity supply 
while deepening stakeholder 
collaboration, investing in 
infrastructure, and leverag-
ing technology to improve 
customer experience.

The company is well-posi-
tioned to accelerate progress 
and deliver greater value to 
customers, stakeholders, and 
the Nigerian economy.

REMI FEYISIPO, Ibadan

BLESSING ADIMABUA

Ayodeji Oluwafemi, 
c om mu n i c at i on 
professional and 
managing direc-

tor, Mindshare Communica-
tions, has been admitted as 
an Associate Member of the 
Nigerian Institute of Public 
Relations (ANIPR), marking 
a significant milestone in his 
professional career in strate-
gic communication and pub-
lic relations practice.

The membership recog-
nises Oluwafemi’s contribu-
tions to the field of commu-
nication, journalism, and 
public engagement, as well as 
his commitment to uphold-
ing professional standards in 
public relations practice in 

Nigeria.
Oluwafemi holds a Bach-

elor of Science (BSc) in Mass 
Communication from Ola-
bisi Onabanjo University, 
Ago-Iwoye, Ogun State, and 
a Master of Science (MSc) in 
Communication Studies from 
Lagos State University, Ojo, 
Lagos. He is currently pursu-
ing a Doctoral degree in Com-
munication Studies, further 

deepening his academic and 
professional engagement in 
the field of communication.

With a strong background 
in journalism, media devel-
opment, and strategic mes-
saging, Oluwafemi has built 
a reputation as a communica-
tion strategist, media consul-
tant, and educator. Through 
his leadership at Mindshare 
Communications, he has 
supported organisations in 
strengthening their corporate 
communication, branding, 
and stakeholder engagement 
strategies.

Speaking on the recogni-
tion, Oluwafemi noted that 
becoming an Associate Mem-
ber of the Nigerian Institute 
of Public Relations reinforc-
es his commitment to ethi-

cal communication practice, 
professional development, 
and advancing the role of 
strategic communication in 
national development.

The Nigerian Institute of 
Public Relations (NIPR) is the 
statutory body responsible for 
regulating and promoting the 
practice of public relations in 
Nigeria. Admission into the 
institute reflects professional 
competence, commitment to 
ethical standards, and dedica-
tion to the advancement of the 
communication profession.

Oluwafemi’s induction 
further positions him among 
a growing community of cer-
tified public relations profes-
sionals contributing to ex-
cellence in communication 
practice across Nigeria.

Ayodeji Oluwafemi inducted as associate 
member, Nigerian Institute of Public Relations

services, agritech, renewable 
energy, and STEM develop-
ment. India and Nigeria can 
co create solutions tailored to 
local need technology trans-
fer, startup exchanges and 
capacity–building initiatives 
can further strengthen this 
pillar of our cooperation,” 
Chockalingam added.

Speaking earlier, Lagos 
Commissioner for Com-
merce, Cooperatives, Trade 
and Investment (MCCTI), 
Folashade Bada Ambrose-Me-
debem, said that over the 
years, Indian businesses had 
played a vital role in Nigeria’s 
industrial development, par-
ticularly in manufacturing, 
pharmaceuticals, agriculture 
processing, and technology.

According to the Com-
missioner: “Today’s engage-
ment therefore builds on an 
already strong foundation 
and offers a timely opportu-
nity to strengthen investment 
cooperation in ways that will 
benefit both nations.”

Under the leadership of 
Babajide Olusola Sanwo-Olu, 
she said that Lagos state is also 
pursuing policies that pro-
mote economic diversifica-
tion across key sectors which 
include; manufacturing, dig-
ital technology, agriculture 
value chains, sustainable en-
ergy, healthcare management, 
financial services, and the 
creative economy.

BudgIT Report highlights Kaduna’s 
progress in LGA budget transparency

Kaduna State has 
been recognised 
among a select 
group of states 

making measurable progress 
in local government budget 
transparency, according to a 
new report by BudgIT.

The report, titled ‘The 
Missing Tier: Mapping Local 
Government Budget Trans-
parency in Nigeria,’ identi-
fies Kaduna as one of only 
10 states where local govern-
ment (LGA) budget data is 
publicly accessible—signal-
ling sustained efforts to deep-
en openness and accountabil-
ity at the grassroots level.

Reacting to the report, 
the Commissioner for In-
formation, Ahmed Maiyaki, 
described the recognition as 
a validation of Governor Uba 
Sani’s governance approach. 

“This report affirms the 
governor’s unwavering com-
mitment to transparency 
and accountability across all 
tiers of government. By en-
suring that local government 
finances are more visible and 
accessible, we are strength-
ening public trust and em-
powering citizens to actively 
engage in governance,” he 
said. 

He added that the admin-

istration’s support for func-
tional local government au-
tonomy is deliberate, aimed 
at bringing governance closer 
to the people and improving 
service delivery.

BudgIT noted that Kadu-
na provides medium-term 
consolidated LGA budget in-
formation, enabling citizens 
and stakeholders to better 
understand how resources are 
planned and allocated across 
local governments. This posi-
tions the state within a small 
but significant group advanc-
ing transparency reforms, 
even as broader challenges 
persist nationwide.

Across the country, the 
report presents a mixed out-
look. While a few states have 
made commendable strides, 
many still lag behind, with 
limited public access to LGA 
budget documents—under-
mining accountability at the 
grassroots level.

The organisation empha-
sises that improved access to 
budget data is essential for en-
hancing public understand-
ing of government priorities, 
strengthening oversight, and 
building trust between cit-
izens and institutions. Ka-
duna’s inclusion, therefore, 
reflects ongoing reforms 
aligned with the principles of 
open governance.

BENJAMIN AGESAN, Kaduna

…Appoints Deolu Ijose as MD/CEO
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Boundaries of Peace: Nwifuru’s approach offers 
template for communal strife settlement

In Ebonyi State, Nigeria’s south-eastern 
agricultural heartland, the lush sprawling 
land is not just soil; it fuses identity with 
livelihood, sometimes ushering a spark for 
violence. This is a grim reality depicted by 

the recent storm between the Amasiri community 
in Afikpo LGA and Oso-Edda in Edda LGA 
threatened local peace, menaced the broader 
credibility of subnational governance, and 
forebode a cycle of reprisals in a region already 
charred by similar clashes. Then steps in Governor 
Francis Ogbonnaya Nwifuru with measured 
intervention as swift as it is stern.

In a move to ascertain the extent of damage 
from the dispute that sprouted on January 29, 
Governor Nwifuru visited the ravaged Okporojo 
site. He subsequently imposed a curfew on 
Amasiri, sacked all government appointees from 
the community including the commissioner for 
tertiary education, Amari Omaka, dissolved the 
local development union, dethroned traditional 
rulers, and shut down schools temporarily. 
Soldiers were deployed, and a 72-hour ultimatum 
issued to produce the culprits. Suspects were in 
custody by February, and the curfew was relaxed 
from a near-total lockdown to between 7am and 
6pm.

A bitter pill for lasting peace
Some have argued that these measures averted 
a bloodbath and potentially saved Amasiri 
from reprisal deaths given deafening whispers 

of vengeance. Others contend that Nwifuru’s 
move from a previous heavy-handed approach 
of a total lockdown to a calibrated relaxation is 
a demonstration of a governance style that is as 
muscular as it is mindful. Nwifuru’s Amaseri peace 
tonic may seem like a collective punishment to 
the casual observer, but intelligence information 
as disclosed by the governor suggested that five 
neighbouring communities were gearing up for a 
retaliation that could have killed 200 people. This 
then shows that his approach was preventative 
rather than punitive as he might have saved 
Amaseri from carnage by containing them. The 
decisive action, extoled by eminent Ebonyians like 
the Works Minister David Umahi, has soothed 
vengeful flames of fury.

Such decisiveness merits commendation from 
an economic lens, given the heavy toll communal 
conflicts exert in Ebonyi, a state contributing 
significantly to Nigeria’s rice production and host 
to deposits of lead, zinc and limestone. The World 
Bank estimates that violence spates in Nigeria’s 
rural areas cost the economy up to 2 per cent of 
GDP in lost output yearly, while eroding investor 
confidence. In Ebonyi alone, past disputes such as 
those between Abaomege and Ishinkwo or Ishiagu 
and Akaeze have razed farms, halted mining 
operations and subverted agribusiness investments. 
Thus, by acting forcefully, Mr Nwifuru stemmed 
immediate escalation, preserving the fragile peace 
that underpins the state’s ambition to become a 
food basket for the south-east.

Mirroring past pan-African approaches; 
tempering the accolades
Nwifuru’s method reflects past successful 
mediations in other parts of Africa. In Kenya’s Rift 
Valley following 2007 election violence, violence 
was quashed in similar top-down fashion that 
comprised curfews and leadership cleansings that 

bought time for lasting reconciliation. Governor 
Nwifuru’s move is built on prior peace deals 
including a 2003 boundary-setting gazette. What 
is more, the governor showed zero tolerance for 
collusion, likely discouraging future instigators. 
Early signs are promising as no major reprisals 
have occurred and a probes continue, enabling 
businesses to trickle back.

But praise must be moderated. Critics, 
including Amasiri leaders and a human-rights 
lawyer who filed a N105 billion ($65m) suit against 
Governor Nwifuru condemned the actions as 
punitive and biased and smacking of collateral 
punishment. With school shut, markets desolate 
and residents fleeing in fear of arbitrary arrests, 
they argue that the externalities could heighten 
malice and turn a boundary squabble into rooted 
animosity. Economists warn of “conflict traps” that 
could spawn long-term instability if grievances 
grow.

Towards sustainable harmony
The governor’s leadership has shown, thus far, 
demonstrated a perceptive grasp of political 
economy, with his restraint signalling neutrality, 
his engagement conveying respect, and his 
intervention restoring calm without recourse 
to wanton force. Now, the governor must steer 
from containment to stabilisation. First, he 
should implement the 2003 boundary gazette 
drafted during an earlier administration, which 
apparently offers a neutral demarcation based on 
historical claims and surveys. Delaying this could 
fuel accusations of favouritism. Clear boundaries 
would reduce ambiguity, same way Rwanda’s 
post-genocide land reforms clarified ownership 
and boosted agricultural productivity by almost 
20 per cent.

Again, the governor must control negative 
externalities and cushion the economic costs of lost 

wages for traders, disrupted education for children 
and psychological trauma for families, which have 
arisen from curfew and shutdowns.  The governor 
could establish a rehabilitation fund to compensate 
victims on both sides, rebuild homes in Okporojo, 
and support displaced Amasiri farmers. This way, 
the State’s over N10 billion per year mining sector 
will gain as stability attracts investors.  

Third, the governor could establish a cross-
community council in the mould of South 
Africa’s post-apartheid truth and reconciliation 
commissions. This will let the people air their 
grievances, promoting dialogue. On the economy 
front, shared infrastructure projects like irrigation 
schemes for rice paddies and access roads to 
disputed quarries could turn disputed land into 
shared assets.

The final word
By and large, Governor Nwifuru has evinced 
the courage for decisive action. He has exhibited 
the wisdom to relax as the moment allowed. He 
has earned the trust of the wider public and the 
patience of the affected communities. Now he 
must remove detonators can be reconnected and 
guarantee lasting peace. To do this, he must double 
as an economic architect and a security operative. 
binding the communities together through mutual 
economic fate, legally indisputable boundaries, and 
accountable local governance. This way, he will 
warrant that the only thing severed in Ebonyi’s 
future is the cord between its people and poverty, 
not between a man and his head. For as the gun 
has fallen silent, the moment of danger must be 
turned into a foundation for prosperity. This is the 
ultimate test of economic statecraft.

Dr. Unah is an investment banker and a public 
policy analyst; he writes from Lagos

INNOCENT UNAH

On January 29, 2026, in Umuahia, Abia State, a 
small but radical shift took place in Nigerian 
agriculture.

 Officials from the Federal Ministry of Agriculture 
gathered to distribute knapsack sprayers to 300 smallholder 
farmers. Government support programs like this are not 
new. What was new was how the beneficiaries were 
identified. There were no political lists, and no guesswork. 
For the first time, there was no need to “spray and pray”.

 Instead, they logged into a live, dynamic database of 
verified farmers, mapped, validated, and profiled using 
satellite imagery, remote sensing, and artificial intelligence. 
In minutes, they could see who the farmers were, where 
they farmed, what they grew, and how much land they 
cultivated.

 That database, Abia’s Agriculture Digital Data System 
(Abia ADDS), served as a single source of truth for 
agriculture in the state. And in that moment, it quietly 
demonstrated what Africa’s food system has been missing 
all along: data that actually works. But by building it 
and showing its potential impact, Kitovu Technology 
Company validated the sermons it has been preaching 
for many years.

 Let's face the fact squarely; Africa’s food problem is not 
just about inputs. It’s About Information. Africa produces 
nearly 80 percent of its food from smallholder farmers, yet 
these farmers remain largely invisible to policymakers, 
financiers, and markets. Governments plan subsidies 
without knowing real farm sizes. Banks refuse to lend 
because they cannot verify production. Extension agents 
give generic advice because they lack localized data. As a 
result, billions of dollars in agricultural spending deliver 

only marginal impact. This is not a failure of effort. It is a 
failure of information.

 According to the World Bank, countries with strong 
agricultural data systems are significantly better at 
targeting subsidies, improving productivity, and stabilizing 
food prices. In India, the digitization of farmer records 
through Aadhaar-linked land databases enabled direct 
benefit transfers that reduced leakage and improved farmer 
incomes. In Brazil, satellite-backed farm registries have 
been critical to credit access, traceability, and deforestation 
control. Rwanda’s national land and crop data systems 
have helped align extension services with real-time 
farm conditions, contributing to sustained yield growth. 
Where data is coherent, agriculture works. Where it is 
fragmented, it fails.

  The Abia pilot revealed something deeper than 
efficient distribution. It highlighted one often neglected 
fact; what data makes possible, when it's done right. With 
reliable farm-level data, governments can move from 
blanket interventions to precision policy. Support can 
be tailored by crop, location, soil type, and season. Input 
subsidies can be timed correctly. Emergency responses 
can be targeted before crises escalate.

 For farmers, the implications are even more profound. 
When farm, soil, weather, and satellite data are combined, 
advisory services stop being generic. Farmers receive crop-
specific fertilizer recommendations, precise herbicide 
guidance, and early warnings for pests, droughts, or 
floods. Evidence from multiple studies shows that such 
data-driven advisory systems can increase yields by 20–40 
percent while reducing input misuse and emissions.

 Critically, data also unlocks finance. A verifiable 
production history becomes an alternative credit score. 
Financial institutions can lend based on observed 
performance rather than collateral farmers do not have. 

In Kenya, digital farm records linked to mobile platforms 
have already enabled thousands of smallholders to access 
loans previously considered impossible. Data doesn’t just 
improve farming. It rewires the entire food economy.

 Despite its catalytic power, agricultural data 
remains one of the most underfunded assets in Africa’s 
development landscape. But why does Africa still 
underinvest in agricultural data? The reasons are familiar. 
Data infrastructure is expensive upfront. The returns are 
indirect. Benefits accrue across sectors rather than to a 
single investor. Existing data is scattered across ministries, 
NGOs, and private platforms, locked in silos that don’t talk 
to one another. In short, agricultural data suffers from a 
classic market failure: everyone benefits, but no one wants 
to pay. Yet Africa has solved this problem before.

 Nigeria’s financial system works today because of 
shared infrastructure. The Nigeria Inter-Bank Settlement 
System (NIBSS) enabled interoperability, trust, and scale 
across banks that would never have built such systems 
alone. It made digital payments viable, and profitable. 
So what lessons can we borrow from banking? What 
If Agriculture had its own NIBSS? Because in truth, 
agriculture needs a similar leap.

 Imagine an Agricultural Data Infrastructure 
Processing System (ADIPS): an interoperable backbone 
connecting public and private agricultural data sources 
under shared standards. Governments, agribusinesses, 
financial institutions, and development partners could 
contribute and access verified data through incentive-
based sharing. Now imagine taking it a step further. What 
if data itself could be tokenized, allowing investors to 
fund data collection and infrastructure, while accessing 
liquidity instead of waiting years for indirect returns? 
What if development finance institutions, pension funds, 
and even governments could invest in agricultural data the 

way they invest in roads or power grids? These questions 
are unconventional, but so was digital banking once. And 
it can be done. The question is, who will fund it?

 Africa’s food system is under pressure from climate 
change, population growth, and fiscal constraints. We 
can continue to operate in the dark, distributing inputs 
without insight, designing policies without evidence, and 
blaming farmers for systemic failures. Or we can recognize 
a simple truth: you cannot fix what you cannot see. That 
is the choice before us; continue with the status quo, or 
embrace a new path forward.

 The Abia experience shows that building a single 
source of truth for agriculture is not theoretical. It is 
possible. It works. And when done right, it changes 
everything, from farmer dignity to policy effectiveness. 
The real question is no longer whether data can transform 
Africa’s food system. It is whether we are bold enough 
to invest in the invisible infrastructure that makes 
transformation inevitable.

 Because in the end, food security is not just about 
seeds and soil. It is about knowledge, and the systems 
that allow it to flow.

The day Nigeria stopped 'spraying and plraying'

.Emeka is a Nigerian agritech entrepreneur 
and systems builder focused on transforming 
Africa’s food system through climate-smart 
infrastructure, digital innovation, and data 
infrastructure. He is the founder of Kitovu 
Technology Company, which builds agricultural 
data platforms and post-harvest systems 
supporting smallholder farmers across Africa. 
His work sits at the intersection of food security, 
technology, and poverty reduction.
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…Says, Rivers Niger, Benue are lifeblood of nation’s economy, supporting agriculture, fishing, commerce

…As momentum builds on proposed Anioma State

Expert urges Kogi government to collaborate 
with FG, dredge Rivers Niger, Benue

Kogi State govern-
ment has been 
advised to collab-
orate with Federal 

Government and sustaina-
ble dredge River Niger and 
Benue, saying it would re-
duce road transport in Ni-
geria that is currently a top-
sy-turvy caricature.   

Femi Ajisafe, president 
of Kogi Chambers of Com-
merce, Industry Mines and 
Agriculture, stated this on 
Thursday, during the grand 
finale of Correspondent’s 
Chapel of Nigeria Union 
of Journalists (NUJ) Press 
Week 2026, in Lokoja. 

Presenting his paper 
themed ‘Bad Road: Look-
ing for Alternative Mode 
Through the Inland Water-
ways Corridor - Passenger 
and Cargo Transportation in 
Nigeria’, Ajisafe pointed out 
that Nigeria’s transportation 
infrastructure was largely 
dominated by roads network 
of about 195,000 Km; a dis-
tant second position to South 
Africa that reportedly has 

VICTORIA NNAKAIKE, Lokoja about 750,000Km of roads. 
According to ICRC, only 
about 30percent of Nigerian 
roads are paved (tarred). 

He said: “This lends cre-
dence to the hazardous night-
marish experience of com-
muters — Vehicle owners, 
travelers and transporters. 

“The prevalent influx of 
travel time, high probabil-
ity of accidents and the at-
tendant high cost of main-
tenance add-up to making 
road transport in Nigeria as 
is currently, a topsy-turvy 
caricature. 

“On the other hand, in-
land waterways infrastruc-
ture is, in all, about 10,000 
Kilometers. About 3,000 
kilometers of Nigeria’s inland 
waterways are seasonally 
navigable.” 

The Rivers Niger and Be-
nue are Nigeria’s principal 
rivers which merge into a 
confluence at Lokoja. 

“They both account for 
about 1,900 Km of water-
ways before letting their 
waters into the Niger Delta 
or entering the Ondo water-
ways on to the Lagos lagoon. 

“Nigeria’s Rivers Niger 
and Benue are the lifeblood 
of the nation’s economy, sup-
porting agriculture, fishing, 
and Commerce. 

“However, their potential 
as transport arteries remain 
largely untapped. With con-
gested roads and underuti-
lised rail networks, it’s time 
to tum these waterways into 
bustling transport hubs. 

“Nigeria’s waterways 
stretch over 8.000 km, 
with Rivers Niger and Be-
nue forming the backbone. 
The Inland Waterways is a 
game-changer.” 

He equally pointed out 
that it would be cost-effec-
tive, saying river transport is 
20-30 percent cheaper than 
road for bulk goods (World 
Bank). It is also eco-friendly, 
lower emissions compared to 
truck and lorries.

He equally disclosed that 
it would provide job creation, 
boosts riverine economies, 
as it supports thousands of 
livelihoods, adding that it 
will at the same time reduce 
congestion, take pressure off 
roads and reduce accidents.

PR expert makes case for Ogoni state

Dormene Mbea, 
a journalist and 
public relations ex-
pert, has called on 

President Bola Ahmed Tinu-
bu, and the National Assem-
bly, to extend equal legislative 
consideration to the creation 
of Ogoni State, just as mo-
mentum continues to build 
around the proposed Anioma 
State.

In statement, Mbea urged 
Godswill Akpabio, Senate 
president and Abbas Ta-
judeen, speaker, House of 
Representatives, to immedi-
ately commence the consti-
tutional process required for 
the creation of Ogoni State.

According to him, for eq-
uity, fairness and national 
cohesion the creation of an 
Ogoni State from the present 
Rivers State demanded no 
less.

He said that recent re-
marks by Akpabio reaffirmed 
legislative and political back-
ing for Anioma State, and 
he argued that such support 
established a precedent that 
should not exclude Ogoni as-
pirations.

Mbea also said that justice 
within a federal system must 
be balanced and inclusive, en-

suring that no ethnic nation-
ality or region was sidelined 
in the ongoing discourse on 
state creation.

He maintained that Ogo-
ni, with Bori as its proposed 
administrative capital, pos-
sessed all the defining charac-

teristics of a viable state. 
The PR expert explained 

that the region has a signifi-
cant population base, strong 
economic potential and stra-
tegic geographical advantag-
es, including land resources 
and access to waterways, 

CHUKA UROKO

which position it for sustain-
able development without 
excessive reliance on federal 
allocations.

He further emphasised 
that the demand for Ogoni 
State went beyond political 
recognition and was deeply 

rooted in the historical expe-
riences of the Ogoni people. 

He noted that for decades, 
Ogonis have endured po-
litical marginalisation, eco-
nomic exclusion and severe 
environmental degradation 
arising from oil exploration 
activities that began in 1958.

Mbea recalled the sacrific-
es made by Ogoni leaders and 
citizens during the struggle 
against military dictatorship, 
particularly under the regime 
of Sani Abacha. 

He stated that while many 
regions hesitated during that 
era, the Ogoni people stood 
firm in the fight for democra-
cy, environmental justice and 
human rights, paying a heavy 
price with the loss of some of 
their most prominent voices.

Mbea said that those sacri-
fices were yet to be adequately 
acknowledged through con-
crete political action, noting 
that the creation of Ogoni 
State would serve as both rec-
ognition and restitution for 
the injustices suffered by the 
people.

He also pointed to the 
continued environmental cri-
sis in Ogoniland, describing 
it as a lingering national con-
cern that required more than 
policy promises. 

He argued that only a 

state structure controlled by 
the people can effectively 
address the scale of environ-
mental restoration, economic 
rebuilding and social healing 
required in the region.

Mbea warned that the 
importance of Ogoni oil to 
the Nigerian economy must 
be matched with genuine 
commitment to justice and 
fairness for the host commu-
nities. 

He stressed that any con-
tinued engagement with 
Ogoni resources without 
addressing the political and 
structural concerns of the 
people raised serious moral 
and national questions.

Mbea urged the Federal 
Government and the Nation-
al Assembly to act decisively, 
insisting that extending the 
same consideration given to 
Anioma to Ogoni was not 
only a matter of fairness, 
but a necessary step toward 
strengthening Nigeria’s unity 
and addressing longstanding 
grievances in the Niger Delta.

He reiterated that time 
has come for deliberate ac-
tion, noting that the creation 
of Ogoni State remained the 
most practical pathway to 
restoring dignity, ensuring 
development and securing 
lasting peace in the region.

Ademola calls for overhaul of 
Nigeria’s security architecture

Ojo Emmanuel Ad-
emola, Africa’s 
first professor of 
C y b e r s e c u r i t y 

and Information Technology 
Management, has called for a 
comprehensive reform of Ni-
geria’s security architecture, 
citing the need to align na-
tional security systems with 
emerging digital threats.

Ademola made the call 
while reflecting on the out-
comes of the Professor Ade-
mola Ojo Emmanuel Foun-
dation (PAOEF) Summit 
held on February 3, 2026 in 
Abuja, where stakeholders 
from government, academia, 
the private sector, and youth 
groups discussed strategies 
for strengthening Nigeria’s 
digital ecosystem.

He warned that Nigeria’s 
development aspirations could 
be undermined without corre-
sponding improvements in se-
curity, describing national secu-
rity as fundamental to economic 
and technological progress.

“A nation’s security is the 
oxygen of its development; 
without strengthening it, even 
the brightest digital dreams 
will suffocate,” Ademola said.

He noted that Nigeria con-

Dormene Mbea

tinues to face multiple security 
challenges, including insur-
gency in the North-East, kid-
napping, communal conflicts, 
and a rise in cybercrime, all of 
which he said are placing pres-
sure on national stability and 
investor confidence.

Ademola also highlighted 
the growing exposure of Ni-
geria’s digital systems to cyber 
threats, pointing to the expan-
sion of mobile transactions, 
fintech platforms, and online 
services as factors increasing 
vulnerability to attacks.

“Nigeria cannot achieve 
economic resilience or digital 
competitiveness without first 
building a secure and stable 
national foundation,” he stated.

He argued that the coun-
try must move from frag-
mented security operations to 
a more coordinated and tech-
nology-driven framework 
capable of addressing both 
physical and cyber threats.

According to him, modern 
security responses should in-
clude the deployment of arti-
ficial intelligence-enabled sur-
veillance systems, drones for 
reconnaissance, digital foren-
sics capabilities, and enhanced 
cyber-defence infrastructure.

Ademola further stressed 
the importance of treating 
data as critical national in-

frastructure, noting that its 
protection is now essential to 
both governance and econom-
ic survival in the digital age.

“Data has become a core 
national infrastructure, and its 
protection is now essential not 
only for national defence but 
for economic survival,” he said.

He also called for increased 
investment in education and 
human capital development to 
produce skilled cybersecurity 
professionals capable of defend-
ing the country’s digital systems.

As part of his recom-
mendations, Ademola urged 
the establishment of a Nige-
ria National Cyber Security 
Council to coordinate cyber-
security efforts across gov-
ernment agencies, the private 
sector, and civil society.

He said such a body would 
improve intelligence sharing, re-
duce duplication of efforts, and 
strengthen national resilience 
against evolving cyber threats.

Ademola also referenced 
the “Abuja Compact,” a frame-
work presented at the summit, 
which outlines a seven-pillar 
approach to Nigeria’s digital 
transformation, including digi-
tal identity systems, broadband 
access, AI-driven governance, 
cybersecurity, innovation, hu-
man capital development, and 
ethical leadership.
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Boundaries of Peace: Nwifuru’s approach offers 
template for communal strife settlement

In Ebonyi State, Nigeria’s south-eastern 
agricultural heartland, the lush sprawling 
land is not just soil; it fuses identity with 
livelihood, sometimes ushering a spark for 
violence. This is a grim reality depicted by 

the recent storm between the Amasiri community 
in Afikpo LGA and Oso-Edda in Edda LGA 
threatened local peace, menaced the broader 
credibility of subnational governance, and 
forebode a cycle of reprisals in a region already 
charred by similar clashes. Then steps in Governor 
Francis Ogbonnaya Nwifuru with measured 
intervention as swift as it is stern.

In a move to ascertain the extent of damage 
from the dispute that sprouted on January 29, 
Governor Nwifuru visited the ravaged Okporojo 
site. He subsequently imposed a curfew on 
Amasiri, sacked all government appointees from 
the community including the commissioner for 
tertiary education, Amari Omaka, dissolved the 
local development union, dethroned traditional 
rulers, and shut down schools temporarily. 
Soldiers were deployed, and a 72-hour ultimatum 
issued to produce the culprits. Suspects were in 
custody by February, and the curfew was relaxed 
from a near-total lockdown to between 7am and 
6pm.

A bitter pill for lasting peace
Some have argued that these measures averted 
a bloodbath and potentially saved Amasiri 
from reprisal deaths given deafening whispers 

of vengeance. Others contend that Nwifuru’s 
move from a previous heavy-handed approach 
of a total lockdown to a calibrated relaxation is 
a demonstration of a governance style that is as 
muscular as it is mindful. Nwifuru’s Amaseri peace 
tonic may seem like a collective punishment to 
the casual observer, but intelligence information 
as disclosed by the governor suggested that five 
neighbouring communities were gearing up for a 
retaliation that could have killed 200 people. This 
then shows that his approach was preventative 
rather than punitive as he might have saved 
Amaseri from carnage by containing them. The 
decisive action, extoled by eminent Ebonyians like 
the Works Minister David Umahi, has soothed 
vengeful flames of fury.

Such decisiveness merits commendation from 
an economic lens, given the heavy toll communal 
conflicts exert in Ebonyi, a state contributing 
significantly to Nigeria’s rice production and host 
to deposits of lead, zinc and limestone. The World 
Bank estimates that violence spates in Nigeria’s 
rural areas cost the economy up to 2 per cent of 
GDP in lost output yearly, while eroding investor 
confidence. In Ebonyi alone, past disputes such as 
those between Abaomege and Ishinkwo or Ishiagu 
and Akaeze have razed farms, halted mining 
operations and subverted agribusiness investments. 
Thus, by acting forcefully, Mr Nwifuru stemmed 
immediate escalation, preserving the fragile peace 
that underpins the state’s ambition to become a 
food basket for the south-east.

Mirroring past pan-African approaches; 
tempering the accolades
Nwifuru’s method reflects past successful 
mediations in other parts of Africa. In Kenya’s Rift 
Valley following 2007 election violence, violence 
was quashed in similar top-down fashion that 
comprised curfews and leadership cleansings that 

bought time for lasting reconciliation. Governor 
Nwifuru’s move is built on prior peace deals 
including a 2003 boundary-setting gazette. What 
is more, the governor showed zero tolerance for 
collusion, likely discouraging future instigators. 
Early signs are promising as no major reprisals 
have occurred and a probes continue, enabling 
businesses to trickle back.

But praise must be moderated. Critics, 
including Amasiri leaders and a human-rights 
lawyer who filed a N105 billion ($65m) suit against 
Governor Nwifuru condemned the actions as 
punitive and biased and smacking of collateral 
punishment. With school shut, markets desolate 
and residents fleeing in fear of arbitrary arrests, 
they argue that the externalities could heighten 
malice and turn a boundary squabble into rooted 
animosity. Economists warn of “conflict traps” that 
could spawn long-term instability if grievances 
grow.

Towards sustainable harmony
The governor’s leadership has shown, thus far, 
demonstrated a perceptive grasp of political 
economy, with his restraint signalling neutrality, 
his engagement conveying respect, and his 
intervention restoring calm without recourse 
to wanton force. Now, the governor must steer 
from containment to stabilisation. First, he 
should implement the 2003 boundary gazette 
drafted during an earlier administration, which 
apparently offers a neutral demarcation based on 
historical claims and surveys. Delaying this could 
fuel accusations of favouritism. Clear boundaries 
would reduce ambiguity, same way Rwanda’s 
post-genocide land reforms clarified ownership 
and boosted agricultural productivity by almost 
20 per cent.

Again, the governor must control negative 
externalities and cushion the economic costs of lost 

wages for traders, disrupted education for children 
and psychological trauma for families, which have 
arisen from curfew and shutdowns.  The governor 
could establish a rehabilitation fund to compensate 
victims on both sides, rebuild homes in Okporojo, 
and support displaced Amasiri farmers. This way, 
the State’s over N10 billion per year mining sector 
will gain as stability attracts investors.  

Third, the governor could establish a cross-
community council in the mould of South 
Africa’s post-apartheid truth and reconciliation 
commissions. This will let the people air their 
grievances, promoting dialogue. On the economy 
front, shared infrastructure projects like irrigation 
schemes for rice paddies and access roads to 
disputed quarries could turn disputed land into 
shared assets.

The final word
By and large, Governor Nwifuru has evinced 
the courage for decisive action. He has exhibited 
the wisdom to relax as the moment allowed. He 
has earned the trust of the wider public and the 
patience of the affected communities. Now he 
must remove detonators can be reconnected and 
guarantee lasting peace. To do this, he must double 
as an economic architect and a security operative. 
binding the communities together through mutual 
economic fate, legally indisputable boundaries, and 
accountable local governance. This way, he will 
warrant that the only thing severed in Ebonyi’s 
future is the cord between its people and poverty, 
not between a man and his head. For as the gun 
has fallen silent, the moment of danger must be 
turned into a foundation for prosperity. This is the 
ultimate test of economic statecraft.

Dr. Unah is an investment banker and a public 
policy analyst; he writes from Lagos

INNOCENT UNAH

On January 29, 2026, in Umuahia, Abia State, a 
small but radical shift took place in Nigerian 
agriculture.

 Officials from the Federal Ministry of Agriculture 
gathered to distribute knapsack sprayers to 300 smallholder 
farmers. Government support programs like this are not 
new. What was new was how the beneficiaries were 
identified. There were no political lists, and no guesswork. 
For the first time, there was no need to “spray and pray”.

 Instead, they logged into a live, dynamic database of 
verified farmers, mapped, validated, and profiled using 
satellite imagery, remote sensing, and artificial intelligence. 
In minutes, they could see who the farmers were, where 
they farmed, what they grew, and how much land they 
cultivated.

 That database, Abia’s Agriculture Digital Data System 
(Abia ADDS), served as a single source of truth for 
agriculture in the state. And in that moment, it quietly 
demonstrated what Africa’s food system has been missing 
all along: data that actually works. But by building it 
and showing its potential impact, Kitovu Technology 
Company validated the sermons it has been preaching 
for many years.

 Let's face the fact squarely; Africa’s food problem is not 
just about inputs. It’s About Information. Africa produces 
nearly 80 percent of its food from smallholder farmers, yet 
these farmers remain largely invisible to policymakers, 
financiers, and markets. Governments plan subsidies 
without knowing real farm sizes. Banks refuse to lend 
because they cannot verify production. Extension agents 
give generic advice because they lack localized data. As a 
result, billions of dollars in agricultural spending deliver 

only marginal impact. This is not a failure of effort. It is a 
failure of information.

 According to the World Bank, countries with strong 
agricultural data systems are significantly better at 
targeting subsidies, improving productivity, and stabilizing 
food prices. In India, the digitization of farmer records 
through Aadhaar-linked land databases enabled direct 
benefit transfers that reduced leakage and improved farmer 
incomes. In Brazil, satellite-backed farm registries have 
been critical to credit access, traceability, and deforestation 
control. Rwanda’s national land and crop data systems 
have helped align extension services with real-time 
farm conditions, contributing to sustained yield growth. 
Where data is coherent, agriculture works. Where it is 
fragmented, it fails.

  The Abia pilot revealed something deeper than 
efficient distribution. It highlighted one often neglected 
fact; what data makes possible, when it's done right. With 
reliable farm-level data, governments can move from 
blanket interventions to precision policy. Support can 
be tailored by crop, location, soil type, and season. Input 
subsidies can be timed correctly. Emergency responses 
can be targeted before crises escalate.

 For farmers, the implications are even more profound. 
When farm, soil, weather, and satellite data are combined, 
advisory services stop being generic. Farmers receive crop-
specific fertilizer recommendations, precise herbicide 
guidance, and early warnings for pests, droughts, or 
floods. Evidence from multiple studies shows that such 
data-driven advisory systems can increase yields by 20–40 
percent while reducing input misuse and emissions.

 Critically, data also unlocks finance. A verifiable 
production history becomes an alternative credit score. 
Financial institutions can lend based on observed 
performance rather than collateral farmers do not have. 

In Kenya, digital farm records linked to mobile platforms 
have already enabled thousands of smallholders to access 
loans previously considered impossible. Data doesn’t just 
improve farming. It rewires the entire food economy.

 Despite its catalytic power, agricultural data 
remains one of the most underfunded assets in Africa’s 
development landscape. But why does Africa still 
underinvest in agricultural data? The reasons are familiar. 
Data infrastructure is expensive upfront. The returns are 
indirect. Benefits accrue across sectors rather than to a 
single investor. Existing data is scattered across ministries, 
NGOs, and private platforms, locked in silos that don’t talk 
to one another. In short, agricultural data suffers from a 
classic market failure: everyone benefits, but no one wants 
to pay. Yet Africa has solved this problem before.

 Nigeria’s financial system works today because of 
shared infrastructure. The Nigeria Inter-Bank Settlement 
System (NIBSS) enabled interoperability, trust, and scale 
across banks that would never have built such systems 
alone. It made digital payments viable, and profitable. 
So what lessons can we borrow from banking? What 
If Agriculture had its own NIBSS? Because in truth, 
agriculture needs a similar leap.

 Imagine an Agricultural Data Infrastructure 
Processing System (ADIPS): an interoperable backbone 
connecting public and private agricultural data sources 
under shared standards. Governments, agribusinesses, 
financial institutions, and development partners could 
contribute and access verified data through incentive-
based sharing. Now imagine taking it a step further. What 
if data itself could be tokenized, allowing investors to 
fund data collection and infrastructure, while accessing 
liquidity instead of waiting years for indirect returns? 
What if development finance institutions, pension funds, 
and even governments could invest in agricultural data the 

way they invest in roads or power grids? These questions 
are unconventional, but so was digital banking once. And 
it can be done. The question is, who will fund it?

 Africa’s food system is under pressure from climate 
change, population growth, and fiscal constraints. We 
can continue to operate in the dark, distributing inputs 
without insight, designing policies without evidence, and 
blaming farmers for systemic failures. Or we can recognize 
a simple truth: you cannot fix what you cannot see. That 
is the choice before us; continue with the status quo, or 
embrace a new path forward.

 The Abia experience shows that building a single 
source of truth for agriculture is not theoretical. It is 
possible. It works. And when done right, it changes 
everything, from farmer dignity to policy effectiveness. 
The real question is no longer whether data can transform 
Africa’s food system. It is whether we are bold enough 
to invest in the invisible infrastructure that makes 
transformation inevitable.

 Because in the end, food security is not just about 
seeds and soil. It is about knowledge, and the systems 
that allow it to flow.

The day Nigeria stopped 'spraying and plraying'

.Emeka is a Nigerian agritech entrepreneur 
and systems builder focused on transforming 
Africa’s food system through climate-smart 
infrastructure, digital innovation, and data 
infrastructure. He is the founder of Kitovu 
Technology Company, which builds agricultural 
data platforms and post-harvest systems 
supporting smallholder farmers across Africa. 
His work sits at the intersection of food security, 
technology, and poverty reduction.
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Cornerstone Insurance underscores industry 
wide shift toward innovation, resilience

Cornerstone In-
surance Plc, one 
of Nigeria’s lead-
ing underwriting 
firms have un-

derscored the industry wide 
shift towards innovation and 
resilience, while emphasising 
on the Company’s position-
ing as a leading player.

Stephen Alangbo, group 
managing director, Corner-
stone Insurance Plc speaking 
during receipt of Award as In-
surance Company of the year 
for 2025 captured not just the 
company’s momentum, but a 
broader shift shaping Nige-
ria’s insurance industry.

He said as operators re-

spond to changing customer 
expectations, digital disrup-
tion, and economic realities, 
the emphasis is increasingly 
on innovation, resilience, and 
value-driven service delivery 
areas where Cornerstone In-
surance Plc says it is deliber-
ately positioning itself.

“This recognition as Insur-
ance Company of the year is a 
strong affirmation of the ded-
ication, resilience, and profes-
sionalism of our entire team at 
Cornerstone Insurance Plc.”

With these words, Alangbo 
set the tone as Cornerstone 
Insurance Plc reflected on its 
continued drive for excellence, 
innovation, and customer-fo-
cused service in Nigeria’s in-
surance industry.

Alangbo reaffirmed the 

MODESTUS ANAESORONYE company’s commitment to 
building trust and delivering 
value, noting that Cornerstone 
Insurance remains focused on 
continuously improving its 
products and services to meet 
the evolving needs of custom-
ers and stakeholders.

He added that as the in-
surance landscape changes, 
the company will keep in-
vesting in innovation, tech-
nology, and talent to remain 
a dependable partner in pro-
tecting the dreams and aspi-
rations of Nigerians.

Beyond the recognition, 
Cornerstone Insurance’s 
growth has been driven by 
strategic investments in digi-
tal platforms, efficient claims 
management, and custom-
er-centric offerings. The 

company has continued to 
strengthen its position in the 
market by providing accessi-
ble and innovative insurance 
solutions tailored to individ-
uals, families, and businesses.

As it expands its footprint, 
Cornerstone Insurance re-
mains focused on deepening fi-
nancial protection and empow-
ering customers to confidently 
navigate life’s uncertainties.

Cornerstone Insurance 
Plc is licensed by the National 
Insurance Commission (NAI-
COM) to provide both general 
and life insurance services. The 
company pioneered online in-
surance transactions in Nigeria 
and continues to leverage tech-
nology to make its services eas-
ily accessible across digital and 
mobile platforms.

Rabi Jammal, chief 
commercial officer, 
JMG, says solar pro-
vides an effective 

alternative to grid and other 
forms of electricity with the 
rising cost of fossil fuel on 
the back of ongoing US-Isra-
el-Iran war.

“Traditional energy is be-
coming costly, especially with 
the cost of diesel rising. Solar 
energy provides a very effec-
tive alternative to this kind of 
energy,” Jammal said during 
the Engineering sustainability 
and solar adoption walk, held 
on Friday March 27, 2026 to 
deepen awareness about solar 
adoption.

Themed, ‘Smart Engineer-
ing for a Sustainable Future’, 
Jammal said the essence of the 
walk was to deepen awareness 
about solar power adoption as 
alternative to grid and other 
forms of power in Nigeria.

He disclosed that the theme 
was influenced by the public on 
the need to effectively interact 
with consumers on the back of 

Solar provides effective alternative to 
grid with rising energy cost - Jammal

making solar adoption relata-
ble with end users as a critical 
service and contribution in 
community building.

According to him, the 
sustainability walk will help 
drive the message home to 
consumers that renewable en-
ergy adoption is the way to go. 
“There’s a lot of adoption in 
Nigeria. It is growing steadily 
day by day. We are very glad to 
see that the technology is be-
ing believed in and it’s success-
ful,” Jammal said, adding that 
solar is essential to achieve en-
ergy access for all.

Engineering has always 
driven progress, but the 
choices we make today will 
define the future we leave 
behind. Solar energy is no 
longer an option; it’s the path 
forward. This walk is our way 
of taking ownership, our way 
of leading that change, re-
sponsibly and boldly.”

Jammal disclosed that 
JMG is positioned as a cat-
alyst for Nigeria’s renewable 
energy transition, and not 
just reinforcing its leadership 
in engineering excellence. 

JOHN SALAU

Stakeholders seek improved 
investment in special schools, 
teachers, facilities, others

HQ moves to enhance business ecosystem for 
startups with accessible co-work spaces

Stakeholders in the ed-
ucation sector have 
called for improved 
government commit-

ment to infrastructure devel-
opment, investment in digital 
learning tools as well as up-
scale investment in special 
schools. 

They also stressed the need 
for specialised teachers, san-
itation facilities and hygiene 
to boost learning in schools, 
re-engage communities and 
ensure that every child, re-
gardless of location, has access 
to quality education and op-
portunity to thrive.

The Oyo State chapter of 
the Civil Society Action Coali-
tion on Education for All and 
Educare Trust, which made 
the observation during a press 
briefing on the current state of 
Basic Education in Oyo State, 
held at Educare Trust Youth 
Centre, Aerodrome GRA, 
Samanda, Ibadan, expressed 
worries about the poor level 
of preparation of students in 
an increasingly digital learn-
ing environment especially in 
Oyo State. 

The stakeholders also stat-
ed that although the teach-
er-pupil ratio had improved 
at all levels, according to the 
Annual School Census Re-
port, the number of Persons 
With Disabilities (PWDs) 
in primary and secondary 
schools in Oyo State, is ap-
proximately 3,139 learners.

Iskil Yusuf, a member of 

Determined to en-
hance access to a 
profitable business 
environment for 

startups, HQ, a subsidiary 
of International Workplace 
Group, has unveiled its new-
est modern co-working space 
in Lagos State.

According to HQ, through 
the collaboration with The 
Alternative Bank, it would 
provide not just work spaces 
for businesses, but also finan-
cial services to boost profita-
bility.

Ayo Akinmade, country 
manager, International Work-
space Group (IWG), said the 
opening of the new location is 
in furtherance of HQ’s strate-
gic partnership plan with The 
Alternative Bank to set up be-
tween six and eight locations 
across Nigeria before the end 
of 2026.

Akinmade said that 
among the next set of loca-
tions already selected for the 
expansion drive are Kano, 

the Caretaker Committee of 
CSACEFA, Oyo State chapter 
and executive director of the 
Child Development and Con-
cern Foundation, emphasised 
the implications of digital 
gap on students’ academ-
ic progression, stating that 
“students are expected to sit 
for JAMB through comput-
er-based testing, yet many of 
them have never used a com-
puter before.” 

Emphasising the impact 
on rural education, Yusuf said: 
“The shortage of teachers in 
these areas worsens the situ-
ation. Many teachers are un-
willing to be posted to rural 
communities, and this leaves 
children in those areas without 
access to quality education.” 

According to him, “While 
Oyo State has one of the larg-
est student population in the 
southwest, second after Lagos 
State, it also records the high-
est number of Out-of-School-
Children in the region.” 

On factors that could deny 
access to education, he said:” 
There are so many hidden 
costs that are hindering access 
to education; these include the 
distance from home to school, 
and transportation, particu-
larly at the present time. And 
besides, there are some grants 
promised by the state for 
schools, but if those grants are 
not coming as and when due, 
then the principals or school 
authorities will be forced 
to charge students certain 
amount of money either for 
exams or for printing papers.” 

Maiduguri, Jos and FF Tow-
ers, Lagos.

He said that the first dec-
ade of the company’s opera-
tion in Nigeria was concen-
trated in Lagos, Port Harcourt 
and Abuja, adding that the 
next phase of its expansion 
must cover all the other loca-
tions where there are signifi-
cant business opportunities 
happening.

He further said that IWG, 

REMI FEYISIPO, Ibadan

EMMANUEL SALAWU

L-R: Cordelia Ekeocha, head, Marketing and Corporate Communications Group; Abimbola Akinloye, head, General Business Underwrit-
ing; Akinjide Afolabi, regional Manager, Stephen Alangbo, GMD/CEO; Temitope Adobe,team lead, Victoria Island Branch; and Valerie 
Erewa, Warri Branch Manager at the award ceremony in Lagos.

L-R: Mohammed Yunusa, director Digital and Products Innova-
tion-The Alternative Bank; Oyebimpe Oyedeji, IWG Growth and 
Property Director; Khafil Animashaun, group head, Strategy and 
Innovation, Sterling Bank; Ayo Akinmade, IWG Country manager 
at the opening of HQ workspace Allen Avenue and signing of HQ 
new locations in Nigeria.

as a leading global workspace 
provider, have built an un-
paralleled network of office, 
co-working and meeting 
spaces for companies to use 
in every city in the world.

Mohammed Yunusa, di-
rector of Products, Digital 
and Innovation, The Alter-
native Bank, said that the 
partnership with IWG is a 
collaborative step that brings 
everybody together by en-

hancing co-working and 
community living.

He said that one of the 
benefits of the new location is 
that it provides a good avenue 
for start-ups to do business, 
with the added advantage 
of having Alternative Bank 
provide them with financial 
services.

According to him, across 
the world, businesses and 
corporate organisations are 
realising that they don’t need 
to have plenty of brick and 
mortar for people to come in; 
they need to have a space that 
is multi-purpose, which is 
what this new location serves.

Yunusa said that the fu-
ture view of the bank in the 
short, middle, and long-term 
is to keep having such collab-
orations with HQ to provide 
co-working setup for small 
businesses, big businesses, 
and enterprises that need an 
accessible environment to 
grow their businesses, while 
the bank provides the needed 
financial solutions for them 
to thrive.
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Or g a n i s a t i o n s 
in Nigeria face 
challenges in 
delivering prod-
ucts effectively, 

with industry leaders high-
lighting weak quality control, 
workplace stress, and cultural 
barriers as key issues. Experts 
warned that the rush for faster 
outputs and widespread adop-
tion of artificial intelligence 
could create unsafe systems 
and overburden teams if not 
properly managed.

These points were shared 
at Scrum Day Nigeria 2026 
in Lagos, under the theme, 
‘Building Better Products—
Sooner, Safer and Happier.’

Sam Adesoga, convener, 
managing partner at Value-
Hut Consulting, said Scrum, 
a framework used in software 
development, allows teams 
with diverse skills to collabo-
rate and achieve shared goals. 
He added that organisations of-
ten focus on speed, which can 
come at the expense of quality 
and employee wellbeing.

According to Adesoga, the 
objective should be to strike 
a balance where teams can 
deliver quickly without com-
promising product integrity 
or staff welfare. He noted that 
adoption in Africa remains 
slower than in the United 
Kingdom, the United States 
and Europe. He attributed 
the gap partly to workplace 
hierarchies, which may lim-
it junior staff from raising 
concerns. He said these chal-
lenges can be overcome with 
practitioners who understand 
how to tailor the framework 

to local conditions.
On trends shaping prod-

uct development, Adesoga 
highlighted artificial intel-
ligence. He cautioned that 
while AI can speed up pro-
cesses, it should be integrat-
ed responsibly to avoid over-
loading teams or producing 
unsafe outcomes.

Jeremiah Odey, principal 
product owner, Gopaddi, said 
planning alone is not enough 
for sustained business suc-
cess. “Organisations need 
systems that allow repeata-
ble execution,” he said. He 
added that relying solely on 
plans can give the impression 
of success in the short term 
while failing to secure long-
term results.

Odey also pointed to AI as 
a growing influence, noting 
the rise of systems capable of 
performing tasks across multi-
ple stages of product develop-
ment. While concerns about 

job displacement exist, he said 
his organisation retains its 
workforce and uses AI to en-
hance productivity rather than 
replace employees.

Bukola Ajayi, general 
manager of Architecture and 
Engineering, MTN Nigeria, 
said leadership support is 
vital for successful transfor-
mation. She explained that 
Scrum adoption improved 
collaboration between busi-
ness and technology teams 
and reduced time to market, 
while early setbacks offered 
lessons that strengthened lat-
er performance.

Dolapo Otegbayi, prin-
cipal consultant at DKO 
Consulting, said innovation 
is shaped by real-world con-
straints, including cost, risk, 
consumer behaviour and 
scalability. She warned that 
assumptions about markets, 
rather than validated insights, 
can result in products that fail 

despite internal optimism.
Abimbola Babalola, Ag-

ile Solutions Practice Centre 
Head at Sterling Bank Plc, 
stressed that quality should 
be embedded throughout the 
development lifecycle. “Qual-
ity thinking is a mindset that 
must be embraced collective-
ly,” he said. He added that 
team members must continu-
ously assess whether features 
meet user needs and that con-
structive disagreement can 
drive better outcomes when 
managed effectively.

Babalola concluded that 
quality assurance goes be-
yond testing; it involves en-
suring that products deliver 
value and align with the needs 
of users. He emphasised that 
sustainable product develop-
ment depends on combining 
disciplined processes with a 
culture that encourages con-
tinuous evaluation and im-
provement.

Experts at Scrum Day Nigeria highlight 
product delivery challenges, risks

Dominion City’s global summit targets leadership development, kingdom alignment

Dominion City, a 
global Church 
committed to rais-
ing leaders who 

transform society, has said 
that it had perfected plans to 
enhance leadership develop-
ment and kingdom alignment 
for national growth.

The step, it said, would be 
achieved during the Global 
Camp Meeting and 2 Nights 
of Glory 2026 events in La-
gos and Europe, which is ex-
pected to bring together over 
30,000 participants and mil-
lions of others online across 
the globe.

According to the organ-
isers, the annual events 
scheduled from Wednesday, 
April 1st, through to Mon-
day, April 6th, 2026, are ex-
pected to attract thousands of 
worshippers, ministers, and 
believers from Nigeria and 
across the world for a season 
of revival, teaching, and spiri-
tual renewal.

Speaking at a press con-
ference held to officially 
announce the programme, 
Nobbert Onaga, president of 
the Golden Heart Foundation 
and senior pastor, Dominion 
City Lagos & Europe, said the 
gathering would feature dy-
namic teachings and power-
ful worship sessions focused 
on healing, salvation, revival, 
deliverance, miracles, and 
breakthrough.

He said that the programme 
serves as a platform for spiri-
tual impartation, leadership 
development, and kingdom 
alignment, drawing partici-
pants from different nations 
who seek deeper encounters 
with God and practical teach-
ings for impactful living.

Onaga said that the meet-
ings align with Dominion 
City’s mission of equipping 
believers to influence society 
positively through faith, lead-
ership, and transformation.

Shola Olapade, senior pas-
tor, Dominion City Head-
quarters (DCHQ), said 

the essence of having the 
programme annually is to, 
among other things, tackle 
the leadership, spiritual and 
moral issues that other insti-
tutions in the society cannot 
tackle.

Olapade said the event will 
address issues around human 
capital development with spe-

CHUKA UROKO

Africa’s AI future to be defined 
by data governance across the 
continent— Gyekye

Africa’s Artificial 
Intelligence (AI) 
future will be de-
fined largely by the 

continent’s data governance, 
Akua Gyekye, government af-
fairs director at Microsoft, has 
said, stressing that the con-
tinent’s digital future will be 
determined not only by how 
quickly AI spreads across the 
continent, but by how delib-
erately it governs and shares 
the data that powers it.

He noted that, across the 
continent, digital public in-
frastructure is expanding, 
connectivity is improving, 
and governments and busi-
nesses are increasingly ex-
ploring how emerging tech-
nologies such as artificial 
intelligence can support eco-
nomic growth and public ser-
vice delivery.

For Africa, the defining 
question is not only wheth-
er Africa participates in the 
AI economy, but whether 
value created from African 
data, talent, and deployment 
is captured within African 
economies.

At the centre of this chal-
lenge lies data. AI systems 
rely on data to learn, adapt, 
and generate value.  African 
countries are increasingly 
recognising data as a form of 
strategic infrastructure, simi-
lar to energy grids, broadband 
networks, and cross-border 
financial systems.

Yet, across Africa, the gov-
ernance structures that de-
termine how data is shared, 
protected, and used remain 
fragmented. Without trusted 

and interoperable data sys-
tems, AI cannot scale respon-
sibly across sectors or across 
borders.

Gyekye says there is stra-
tegic opportunities for prog-
ress, explaining that over the 
past decade, there has been 
significant progress in data 
governance across Africa.

“Current UN Trade and 
Development (UNCTAD) 
data show that 76 percent of 
African countries have data 
protection and privacy legis-
lation in place. That is signif-
icant progress, but progress 
alone will not be enough if 
governance remains frag-
mented,” he noted.

According to him, progress 
is being held back by per-
sistent data silos and overly 
restrictive data localisation 
and cross-border transfer re-
strictions.  These barriers can 
limit innovation, constrain 
economic growth, and reduce 
opportunities for cross-bor-
der collaboration at a time 
when scale is increasingly im-
portant.

“Unlocking trusted 
cross-border data flows, 
while respecting national 
sovereignty and privacy pro-
tections, will be critical to en-
abling a digital economy that 
works across borders, not just 
within them,” Gyekye sug-
gested.

He said that the risk is not 
only slower adoption, but re-
duced influence over how AI 
systems are designed, trained, 
and deployed, adding that 
current data governance ef-
forts across the continent also 
tend to focus heavily on data 
protection and privacy.
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L-R: Joshua Adedayin; Product Owner, Gopaddi, Dolapo Kuye Otegbayi; Principal Consultant, DKO 
Consulting, Sam Adesoga; Managing Partner, ValueHut Consulting, at the Scrum Day Nigeria in 
partnership with MTN and organised by ValueHut Consulting, held at Lagos Oriental Hotel, recently.

L-R: Godwin Efobi, Head, Medical Team, DCHQ; Shola Olapade, Senior Pastor, Dominion City Head-
quarters (DCHQ); Nobbert Onaga, President, Golden Heart Foundation and Senior Pastor, DC La-
gos & Europe; Chuks Anochie, Head of Security and Traffic Control, Dominion City Headquarters 
(DCHQ), Camp Meeting 2026 and Josh Tim Vaduchi, Head of Event & Programmes, DCHQ.
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cialised training sessions on 
artificial intelligence, innova-
tion, arts and entertainment, 
media, business, and career 
for both adults and youths.

The six-day international 
conference taking place at 
Golden Heart Place, Km 22 
Lekki-Epe Expressway, Lagos, 
will bring together respected 

ministers from different parts 
of the world.

“The meeting will be host-
ed by David Ogbueli, founder 
of Dominion City, and will 
feature a line-up of anointed 
ministers and worship lead-
ers, including Charles Ndi-
fon, Andres Bisonni, Randy 
Mitchell, Ikechukwu Peter 

Nnajiofor. Ferdinand Nweke, 
Ben Hanyani Ndobe, Dan 
Scott, and Chiefo Ejiofobiri,” 
he said.

He further said that the 
programme will also feature 
inspiring music ministrations 
from renowned gospel artists 
like Grace Idowu, Rhema On-
uoha, Once More Six, David 
Nkennor, Anthony Kani, and 
GUC

The event is designed to 
provide participants with an 
atmosphere of deep spiritual 
encounter, prophetic minis-
try, and life-transforming in-
sights, noting that there will 
be free transportation for at-
tendees from designated loca-
tions to ensure ease of access 
to the venue.

Olapade urged participants 
to register for the Global 
Camp Meeting by scanning 
the QR code on the event fly-
er, noting that both events are 
open to the public and prom-
ise to be a significant spiritual 
highlight in Nigeria’s Chris-
tian calendar for 2026.
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Boundaries of Peace: Nwifuru’s approach offers 
template for communal strife settlement

In Ebonyi State, Nigeria’s south-eastern 
agricultural heartland, the lush sprawling 
land is not just soil; it fuses identity with 
livelihood, sometimes ushering a spark for 
violence. This is a grim reality depicted by 

the recent storm between the Amasiri community 
in Afikpo LGA and Oso-Edda in Edda LGA 
threatened local peace, menaced the broader 
credibility of subnational governance, and 
forebode a cycle of reprisals in a region already 
charred by similar clashes. Then steps in Governor 
Francis Ogbonnaya Nwifuru with measured 
intervention as swift as it is stern.

In a move to ascertain the extent of damage 
from the dispute that sprouted on January 29, 
Governor Nwifuru visited the ravaged Okporojo 
site. He subsequently imposed a curfew on 
Amasiri, sacked all government appointees from 
the community including the commissioner for 
tertiary education, Amari Omaka, dissolved the 
local development union, dethroned traditional 
rulers, and shut down schools temporarily. 
Soldiers were deployed, and a 72-hour ultimatum 
issued to produce the culprits. Suspects were in 
custody by February, and the curfew was relaxed 
from a near-total lockdown to between 7am and 
6pm.

A bitter pill for lasting peace
Some have argued that these measures averted 
a bloodbath and potentially saved Amasiri 
from reprisal deaths given deafening whispers 

of vengeance. Others contend that Nwifuru’s 
move from a previous heavy-handed approach 
of a total lockdown to a calibrated relaxation is 
a demonstration of a governance style that is as 
muscular as it is mindful. Nwifuru’s Amaseri peace 
tonic may seem like a collective punishment to 
the casual observer, but intelligence information 
as disclosed by the governor suggested that five 
neighbouring communities were gearing up for a 
retaliation that could have killed 200 people. This 
then shows that his approach was preventative 
rather than punitive as he might have saved 
Amaseri from carnage by containing them. The 
decisive action, extoled by eminent Ebonyians like 
the Works Minister David Umahi, has soothed 
vengeful flames of fury.

Such decisiveness merits commendation from 
an economic lens, given the heavy toll communal 
conflicts exert in Ebonyi, a state contributing 
significantly to Nigeria’s rice production and host 
to deposits of lead, zinc and limestone. The World 
Bank estimates that violence spates in Nigeria’s 
rural areas cost the economy up to 2 per cent of 
GDP in lost output yearly, while eroding investor 
confidence. In Ebonyi alone, past disputes such as 
those between Abaomege and Ishinkwo or Ishiagu 
and Akaeze have razed farms, halted mining 
operations and subverted agribusiness investments. 
Thus, by acting forcefully, Mr Nwifuru stemmed 
immediate escalation, preserving the fragile peace 
that underpins the state’s ambition to become a 
food basket for the south-east.

Mirroring past pan-African approaches; 
tempering the accolades
Nwifuru’s method reflects past successful 
mediations in other parts of Africa. In Kenya’s Rift 
Valley following 2007 election violence, violence 
was quashed in similar top-down fashion that 
comprised curfews and leadership cleansings that 

bought time for lasting reconciliation. Governor 
Nwifuru’s move is built on prior peace deals 
including a 2003 boundary-setting gazette. What 
is more, the governor showed zero tolerance for 
collusion, likely discouraging future instigators. 
Early signs are promising as no major reprisals 
have occurred and a probes continue, enabling 
businesses to trickle back.

But praise must be moderated. Critics, 
including Amasiri leaders and a human-rights 
lawyer who filed a N105 billion ($65m) suit against 
Governor Nwifuru condemned the actions as 
punitive and biased and smacking of collateral 
punishment. With school shut, markets desolate 
and residents fleeing in fear of arbitrary arrests, 
they argue that the externalities could heighten 
malice and turn a boundary squabble into rooted 
animosity. Economists warn of “conflict traps” that 
could spawn long-term instability if grievances 
grow.

Towards sustainable harmony
The governor’s leadership has shown, thus far, 
demonstrated a perceptive grasp of political 
economy, with his restraint signalling neutrality, 
his engagement conveying respect, and his 
intervention restoring calm without recourse 
to wanton force. Now, the governor must steer 
from containment to stabilisation. First, he 
should implement the 2003 boundary gazette 
drafted during an earlier administration, which 
apparently offers a neutral demarcation based on 
historical claims and surveys. Delaying this could 
fuel accusations of favouritism. Clear boundaries 
would reduce ambiguity, same way Rwanda’s 
post-genocide land reforms clarified ownership 
and boosted agricultural productivity by almost 
20 per cent.

Again, the governor must control negative 
externalities and cushion the economic costs of lost 

wages for traders, disrupted education for children 
and psychological trauma for families, which have 
arisen from curfew and shutdowns.  The governor 
could establish a rehabilitation fund to compensate 
victims on both sides, rebuild homes in Okporojo, 
and support displaced Amasiri farmers. This way, 
the State’s over N10 billion per year mining sector 
will gain as stability attracts investors.  

Third, the governor could establish a cross-
community council in the mould of South 
Africa’s post-apartheid truth and reconciliation 
commissions. This will let the people air their 
grievances, promoting dialogue. On the economy 
front, shared infrastructure projects like irrigation 
schemes for rice paddies and access roads to 
disputed quarries could turn disputed land into 
shared assets.

The final word
By and large, Governor Nwifuru has evinced 
the courage for decisive action. He has exhibited 
the wisdom to relax as the moment allowed. He 
has earned the trust of the wider public and the 
patience of the affected communities. Now he 
must remove detonators can be reconnected and 
guarantee lasting peace. To do this, he must double 
as an economic architect and a security operative. 
binding the communities together through mutual 
economic fate, legally indisputable boundaries, and 
accountable local governance. This way, he will 
warrant that the only thing severed in Ebonyi’s 
future is the cord between its people and poverty, 
not between a man and his head. For as the gun 
has fallen silent, the moment of danger must be 
turned into a foundation for prosperity. This is the 
ultimate test of economic statecraft.

Dr. Unah is an investment banker and a public 
policy analyst; he writes from Lagos

INNOCENT UNAH

On January 29, 2026, in Umuahia, Abia State, a 
small but radical shift took place in Nigerian 
agriculture.

 Officials from the Federal Ministry of Agriculture 
gathered to distribute knapsack sprayers to 300 smallholder 
farmers. Government support programs like this are not 
new. What was new was how the beneficiaries were 
identified. There were no political lists, and no guesswork. 
For the first time, there was no need to “spray and pray”.

 Instead, they logged into a live, dynamic database of 
verified farmers, mapped, validated, and profiled using 
satellite imagery, remote sensing, and artificial intelligence. 
In minutes, they could see who the farmers were, where 
they farmed, what they grew, and how much land they 
cultivated.

 That database, Abia’s Agriculture Digital Data System 
(Abia ADDS), served as a single source of truth for 
agriculture in the state. And in that moment, it quietly 
demonstrated what Africa’s food system has been missing 
all along: data that actually works. But by building it 
and showing its potential impact, Kitovu Technology 
Company validated the sermons it has been preaching 
for many years.

 Let's face the fact squarely; Africa’s food problem is not 
just about inputs. It’s About Information. Africa produces 
nearly 80 percent of its food from smallholder farmers, yet 
these farmers remain largely invisible to policymakers, 
financiers, and markets. Governments plan subsidies 
without knowing real farm sizes. Banks refuse to lend 
because they cannot verify production. Extension agents 
give generic advice because they lack localized data. As a 
result, billions of dollars in agricultural spending deliver 

only marginal impact. This is not a failure of effort. It is a 
failure of information.

 According to the World Bank, countries with strong 
agricultural data systems are significantly better at 
targeting subsidies, improving productivity, and stabilizing 
food prices. In India, the digitization of farmer records 
through Aadhaar-linked land databases enabled direct 
benefit transfers that reduced leakage and improved farmer 
incomes. In Brazil, satellite-backed farm registries have 
been critical to credit access, traceability, and deforestation 
control. Rwanda’s national land and crop data systems 
have helped align extension services with real-time 
farm conditions, contributing to sustained yield growth. 
Where data is coherent, agriculture works. Where it is 
fragmented, it fails.

  The Abia pilot revealed something deeper than 
efficient distribution. It highlighted one often neglected 
fact; what data makes possible, when it's done right. With 
reliable farm-level data, governments can move from 
blanket interventions to precision policy. Support can 
be tailored by crop, location, soil type, and season. Input 
subsidies can be timed correctly. Emergency responses 
can be targeted before crises escalate.

 For farmers, the implications are even more profound. 
When farm, soil, weather, and satellite data are combined, 
advisory services stop being generic. Farmers receive crop-
specific fertilizer recommendations, precise herbicide 
guidance, and early warnings for pests, droughts, or 
floods. Evidence from multiple studies shows that such 
data-driven advisory systems can increase yields by 20–40 
percent while reducing input misuse and emissions.

 Critically, data also unlocks finance. A verifiable 
production history becomes an alternative credit score. 
Financial institutions can lend based on observed 
performance rather than collateral farmers do not have. 

In Kenya, digital farm records linked to mobile platforms 
have already enabled thousands of smallholders to access 
loans previously considered impossible. Data doesn’t just 
improve farming. It rewires the entire food economy.

 Despite its catalytic power, agricultural data 
remains one of the most underfunded assets in Africa’s 
development landscape. But why does Africa still 
underinvest in agricultural data? The reasons are familiar. 
Data infrastructure is expensive upfront. The returns are 
indirect. Benefits accrue across sectors rather than to a 
single investor. Existing data is scattered across ministries, 
NGOs, and private platforms, locked in silos that don’t talk 
to one another. In short, agricultural data suffers from a 
classic market failure: everyone benefits, but no one wants 
to pay. Yet Africa has solved this problem before.

 Nigeria’s financial system works today because of 
shared infrastructure. The Nigeria Inter-Bank Settlement 
System (NIBSS) enabled interoperability, trust, and scale 
across banks that would never have built such systems 
alone. It made digital payments viable, and profitable. 
So what lessons can we borrow from banking? What 
If Agriculture had its own NIBSS? Because in truth, 
agriculture needs a similar leap.

 Imagine an Agricultural Data Infrastructure 
Processing System (ADIPS): an interoperable backbone 
connecting public and private agricultural data sources 
under shared standards. Governments, agribusinesses, 
financial institutions, and development partners could 
contribute and access verified data through incentive-
based sharing. Now imagine taking it a step further. What 
if data itself could be tokenized, allowing investors to 
fund data collection and infrastructure, while accessing 
liquidity instead of waiting years for indirect returns? 
What if development finance institutions, pension funds, 
and even governments could invest in agricultural data the 

way they invest in roads or power grids? These questions 
are unconventional, but so was digital banking once. And 
it can be done. The question is, who will fund it?

 Africa’s food system is under pressure from climate 
change, population growth, and fiscal constraints. We 
can continue to operate in the dark, distributing inputs 
without insight, designing policies without evidence, and 
blaming farmers for systemic failures. Or we can recognize 
a simple truth: you cannot fix what you cannot see. That 
is the choice before us; continue with the status quo, or 
embrace a new path forward.

 The Abia experience shows that building a single 
source of truth for agriculture is not theoretical. It is 
possible. It works. And when done right, it changes 
everything, from farmer dignity to policy effectiveness. 
The real question is no longer whether data can transform 
Africa’s food system. It is whether we are bold enough 
to invest in the invisible infrastructure that makes 
transformation inevitable.

 Because in the end, food security is not just about 
seeds and soil. It is about knowledge, and the systems 
that allow it to flow.

The day Nigeria stopped 'spraying and plraying'

.Emeka is a Nigerian agritech entrepreneur 
and systems builder focused on transforming 
Africa’s food system through climate-smart 
infrastructure, digital innovation, and data 
infrastructure. He is the founder of Kitovu 
Technology Company, which builds agricultural 
data platforms and post-harvest systems 
supporting smallholder farmers across Africa. 
His work sits at the intersection of food security, 
technology, and poverty reduction.
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Bayelsa monarchs urge pipeline 
surveillance firms to emulate PINL

Traditional rulers in 
Bayelsa State have 
lauded a pipeline 
surveillance com-

pany, Pipeline Infrastructure 
Nigeria Limited (PINL), for 
its various initiatives aimed at 
improving the well-being of 
its host communities.

Bubaraye Dakolo, chair-
man of Bayelsa State Coun-
cil of Traditional Rulers, 
made the call while giving a 
goodwill message at PINL’s 
stakeholders engagement on 
Thursday in Yenagoa.

Dakolo, who is also the 
Ibenanaowei of Ekpetiama 
Kingdom, commended the 
company for its relentless ef-
forts at ensuring that oil and 
gas communities are carried 
along in its operations.

Also speaking, David 
West, chairman of Civil Lib-
erties Organization (CLO) in 
the state, said PINL has un-
derstood the yearnings and 
aspirations of the host com-
munities and working to as-
suage their challenges.

Azibator Efere, secretary of 
the Ijaw Youth Council (IYC), 
Central Zone, urged PINL not 
to relent in its efforts to pay 

all outstanding stipends and 
renumeration owed benefit-
ting stakeholders.

Efere urged the host com-
munities to also reciprocate 
the good gesture of the sur-
veillance firm by ensuring 
that peace and tranquility 
prevail in their domain. 

Akpos Mezeh, PINL gen-
eral manager, Community 
and Stakeholders Relations, 
in his welcome address, said 
the attendance of stakeholders 
reflected the shared dedication 
to strengthening cooperation, 
sustaining peace, and advanc-
ing development across the 
host communities within their 
operational corridors. 

Mezeh explained that PINL 
skipped the February meeting 
to consolidate on some im-
portant aspects of community 
empowerment programmes, 
including the disbursement of 
scholarship grants to beneficiar-
ies from the host communities.

He advised beneficiaries 
who were yet to receive their 
scholarship grants to visit 
the help desk to address such 
concerns and ensure that no 
beneficiary was left behind.

“At PINL, we hold firm-
ly to one guiding principle, 
community partnership is 

GODFREY OFURUM, Aba

2027: Aba South PDP structure 
collapses into LP

Over 230 strong 
members of the 
People’s Demo-
cratic Party (PDP) 

in Aba South Local Govern-
ment Area of Abia State, have 
dumped the party for the La-
bour Party (LP), the rulling 
party in the state.

The decampees, who de-
clared support for Governor 
Alex Otti, were received by 
Emmanuel Emeruwa, speaker 
of Abia State House of Assem-
bly, who represents Aba South 
State Constituency and other 
leaders of the Labour Party in 
the state at the elaborate event, 
held at the Aba Town Hall.

Receiving the defectors, 
at an elaborate event, held at 
the Aba Town Hall, Emer-
uwa, welcomed them as his 
kinsmen, who appreciate the 
good works of Governor Otti 
in Aba and the entire state.

Emeruwa also described the 
defectors, as notable indige-
nous political gladiators over 
the years in Aba South political 
field, stressing that even before 
they joined the Labour Party 

that they have been supportive 
after seeing some progressive 
impacts of the Governor.

He said that he had expect-
ed them to take this type of 
decision they took, to join 
and fully support a govern-
ment that means well for 
their people, because of the 
way Governor Alex Otti has 
brought a paradigm shift that 
is visible to the blind and au-
dible to the deaf. 

Emeruwa described the 
coming of the defectors as 
a plus to the Labour Party 
and advised, Mmaju Egbebu, 
the party’s chairman in Aba 
South, to integrate them into 
the party immediately, as they 
will be vital to the already 
concluded plan that Aba be-
longs to Otti in 2027. 

He said that the Labour 
Party in Abia was not leav-
ing anything to chance in the 
2027 election, stressing that 
they’re already aware that it 
would be technical, but ex-
pressed confidence that they 
would emerge victorious, 
because the government has 
gained the trust of the people.

He advised both the old and 

...Two former LG Transition Committee Chairmen, others declare support for Otti

L-R: Ukinebo Dare, head of industry engagement and ecosystem building, Mastercard Foundation; 
Olamide Adeyeye, country head of programmes, Jobberman Nigeria; Carol Hondonga, director of 
transitions, Mastercard Foundation; Kehinde Ayeni, executive director, LEAP AFRICA; and Toluwani 
Aina, programme coordinator, Mastercard Foundation Associates Programme at the Jobberman Em-
ployer Onboarding event held in Lagos.

Jobberman, Mastercard Foundation commit to talents-
employers linkage to tackle youth unemployment

Career develop-
ment and re-
cruitment solu-
tion company, 
Jobberman Ni-

geria, in partnership with the 
Mastercard Foundation, has 
pledged to support young 
professionals between the 
ages of 18 and 34 in job search 
and career development, as 
part of ongoing efforts to re-
duce unemployment and un-
deremployment in Africa.

According to the organisa-
tions, through its Associates 
Programme, which runs spe-
cifically in Nigeria, Ghana, 
Liberia, Sierra Leone and 
The Gambia, it places trained 
young professionals in vetted 
organisations to gain valuable 
experience for twelve months.

Phase 2 of the initiative 
will focus on graduates with 
the onboarding of employers 
who will host these profes-
sionals, called Associates.

Speaking at the Jobber-
man Employer Onboarding 
event held in Lagos, Olamide 
Adeyeye, country head of 
programmes at Jobberman 
Nigeria, said the partnership 
builds on years of collabo-
ration with the Mastercard 
Foundation aimed at im-
proving youth employability 
across Africa.

According to him, the 

force through paid intern-
ships,” he said.

He further said that in the 
first phase, 375 young peo-
ple participated, with over 
68 percent transitioning into 
meaningful employment after 
completing their internships.

He added that the new 
phase, launched in October 
last year, aims to scale impact 
across West Africa.

“We are expanding into 5 
West African countries: Nige-
ria, Ghana, The Gambia, Si-
erra Leone, and Liberia. The 
objective is to support 3,650 
young people, with 70 per-
cent being women, 5 percent 

partnership with Mastercard 
Foundation since 2020 is 
one of the projects focused 
on skilling millions of young 
people to transition into the 
digital economy, adding that 
knowledge and skills alone 
are not enough; experience 
makes a huge difference.

Adeyeye said that the cur-
rent phase of the programme 
bridges the gap between 
training and employment 
through paid internships that 
provide real work experience.

“This programme con-
nects skilling with earning by 
giving young talent the op-
portunity to enter the work-

persons with disabilities, and 
5 percent internally displaced 
persons, to gain valuable ex-
perience through internships 
and transition into dignified, 
fulfilling work,” Adeyeye said.

He noted that the initia-
tive also supports small and 
medium-sized enterprises by 
providing access to trained 
talent without significantly 
increasing staffing costs.

“While young talent builds 
valuable experience, we are 
also helping entrepreneurs who 
want to expand but are limit-
ed by staffing costs. This pro-
gramme provides them with the 
right talent,” he explained.

national security. When com-
munities protect infrastruc-
ture, they protect livelihoods, 
national revenue, and the fu-
ture of our country”, he said. 

On Nigeria’s energy out-
look, he said the oil and gas 
sector remained central to na-
tional development and eco-
nomic stability, citing recent 
developments which he said 
reflected renewed progress 
and growing opportunities.

Mezeh assured PINL 
would sustain its advocacy for 
oil and gas riverine commu-
nities to also enjoy uninter-
rupted supply of petroleum 
products through the pro-
vision of functional floating 
petrol and gas stations.

He said the Federal Gov-
ernment was aware of the 
challenges confronting the 
people who continue to buy 
petroleum products above 
prevailing market prices.  

Mezeh disclosed recent 
cases of crude theft in Riv-
ers and Bayelsa states saying, 
“Preliminary findings point 
to a possible coordinated con-
spiracy. Let me be clear, once 
investigations are concluded, 
everyone found culpable will 
be brought to justice, and no 
one will be spared.”

Adeyeye emphasised 
that prioritising women in 
the programme is critical to 
unlocking Nigeria’s full eco-
nomic potential.

“Women have historically 
been marginalised from op-
portunities like this. If only 
one segment of society con-
tributes meaningfully to the 
economy, we all lose. When 
everyone participates in the 
workforce, we reach our ob-
jectives faster,” he concluded.

Toluwani Aina, programme 
coordinator, Mastercard Foun-
dation Associates Programme, 
said that the initiative was 
designed to address the em-
ployment challenges faced by 
young people transitioning 
from school to the workplace.

“The programme is de-
signed to support young peo-
ple between the ages of 18 
and 34. Its primary aim is to 
reduce unemployment, the 
shock and gap young people 
face when they leave school 
and enter the workforce. The 
second aim is to tackle under-
employment,” Aina said.

She added that the pro-
gramme also promotes in-
clusivity by targeting women, 
persons with disabilities, and 
internally displaced persons, 
while helping young people 
develop clearer career paths.

“We are very intentional 
about inclusivity. We focus on 
women, persons with disabil-

ities, and internally displaced 
people. The programme is 
meant to help young people 
create a career focus,” she said.

Aina urged organisations 
to participate by hosting as-
sociates, stressing that the 
initiative would strengthen 
Nigeria’s labour market and 
support business growth.

“For the good of Nige-
ria and Africa as a whole, it 
is the responsibility of all of 
us who understand the im-
pact of this programme to be 
part of it. It helps build talent 
pipelines. Once interns come 
in through this programme, 
it reduces recruitment stress,” 
she explained.

She further highlighted that 
participating employers would 
receive structured support, in-
cluding trained talent, HR ad-
visory services, and continuous 
engagement throughout the 
programme cycle.

“We support our employ-
ers throughout. For one year, 
and even beyond, we provide 
assistance in developing pol-
icies, structures, and systems 
that strengthen organisa-
tions,” Aina said.

The event marked the first 
stage of this phase of the As-
sociates programme, and it 
solidifies the commitment of 
Jobberman Nigeria and the 
Mastercard Foundation to the 
development of the workforce 
of young Africans.

new members to ensure that 
they register and revalidate their 
membership of the party on or 
before March 30, 2026, which is 
the deadline for the registration.

Emeruwa said that the 
membership registration has 
become extremely important, 
because the forthcoming pri-
mary election would be a di-
rect primary, as there will be 
no room for delegates. 

“You should know that the 
power is in your hands now. 
There’s nothing like taking 
wine to delegates anymore. 
Those of you, who are regis-
tered will be eligible to vote.”

He called on all residents of 
Aba South to take the continu-
ous voter registration  seriously 
as well as it is only through reg-
istration that they will be able 
to vote for Governor Alex Otti 
and other people he is working 
with, so that the ongoing good 
works will be sustained. 

Chiji Nkaru, the immedi-
ate past Abia State legal ad-
viser of the PDP,  said that 
even in his former party, he 
has always been pro labour, 
pro people, pro progressives 
and pro development. 
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Dakar 2026 targets 900,000 youth 
in grassroots sports development

The local organising 
committee of  Dakar 
2026 Youth Olympic 
Games, says it aims 
to reach 900,000 

young people aged 9 to 15 across 
11,000 schools before the start 
of the Games in October as its 
push to deepen grassroots sports 
development. 

The team in charge of imple‑
menting the Olympic Values 
Education Programme (OVEP), 
as part of the Games’ legacy 
programme, are tapping educa‑
tors, youth leaders and sports 
facilitators to deepen the impact 
of the Games beyond stadiums 
into schools and classrooms. 

“Women are integrated at both 
governance and operational lev‑
els,” stated Fanta Diallo, director, 
engagement and mobilisation, 
Dakar 2026, whose department is 
overseeing the rollout. 

Diallo's team – a group of 
educators, youth leaders and 

JOHN SALAU

Abia Soccer Fest (ASF) 
2025/2026 enters state finals 
...as Otti commits to creating opportunities for Abia youth

FOJEIS urges youth to leverage football 
talent for lifelong learning 

sports facilitators with near‑per‑
fect gender parity – are involved 

in training teachers, mentoring 
students and supporting schools 

and youth programmes as they 
introduce OVEP-related activi‑
ties and clubs.

“Women are represented with‑
in our leadership and delivery 
teams; and play an active role in 
curriculum delivery and mento‑
ring.”

According to her, the pro‑
gramme is active in Senegal’s 
'toddler huts' – community 
centres for kindergarten-age chil‑
dren, ensuring that the Olympic 
values of excellence, respect and 
friendship are introduced from 
an early age.

She added that facilitating 
equal access to sport, education 
and leadership opportunities is a 
priority of the Brevet Olympique 
Civique et Sportif (BOCS). 

Targeted outreach is directed at 
girls in schools and community 
settings, while the programme is 
aligned with national and local 
initiatives promoting girls’ edu‑
cation, health and participation 
in sport and community life.

“Particular attention is given 
to parity in access, participation 
in practical sports sessions, civic 
modules and leadership activities 
linked to the Olympic values,” 
Diallo stated.

According to her, girls rep‑
resent about 50 percent of the 
beneficiaries of the BOCS pro‑
gramme, which is a significant 
proportion in a country where 
many girls face cultural and so‑
cioeconomic barriers to sporting 
and educational opportunities.

Cécile Faye, director, National 
Olympic Academy of Senegal, 
stated that BOCS outcomes 
demonstrate the importance and 
value of having women in lead‑
ership roles, and their capacity to 
imbue positive values in younger 
generations.

“What makes female lead‑
ership important in society is 
transmitting values to young 
girls,” Cécile explains. “Seeing 
them become autonomous and 
reproducing the same behaviours 
is reassuring.”

The 2025/2026 Abia Soccer 
Fest (ASF) has progressed 
into the state finals with 
draws held to pitch com‑

peting soccer teams against each 
other for the football festival. 

Alex Otti, governor of Abia State, 
while speaking at the recent state 
finals draw, held at the JAAC sec‑
retariat, Umuahia, stated that his 
administration remains committed 
to creating opportunities for youth 
in the state to thrive in sports and 
continue to serve in vital platforms 
across the state.

Otti stated that the successful 
conduct of the draw signals the of‑
ficial takeoff of what promises to be 
an exciting and highly competitive 
tournament.

“Remember, beyond winning, 
you are ambassadors of your local 
government areas and role models 
to pop young, inspiring athletes,” 
stated Otti, who was represented by 
Ikechukwu Emetu, deputy governor, 
Abia state. 

According to the governor, Abia 
State Soccer Fest stands as a testa‑
ment to his vision of discovering 
talents, promoting discipline, and 
encouraging healthy competition to 
all participating teams.

“It is our expectation that the 
same level of professionalism will 
be maintained throughout this very 
special competition," Otti stated. 

Nwaobilor Ananaba, the State's 

Commissioner for Sports, described 
the draw as a significant step in the 
preparation for the state finals.

He noted that a remarkable en‑
thusiasm has been witnessed during 
the lower stages of the tournament, 
noting that the next level calls for 
healthy competition excellence and 
sportsmanship.

Ananaba encouraged participants 
to compete in passion with respect 
for the rules of the games, adding 
that the ministry of sports remains 
committed to the initiative that em‑
powers youth, harnessing potential 
and position Abia state as a hub for 
sports excellence.

Uzor Nwachukwu, Abia State 
commissioner for Local Govern‑
ment and Chieftaincy Affairs, dis‑
closed that about 60 outstanding tal‑
ents have been discovered from the 
competition that started from the 
ward level, through the local gov‑
ernments to the draws for the state.

He expressed optimism that at the 
end of the competition the talents 
would be sought after, by football 
clubs within and outside the coun‑
try.

John Udeagbala, chairman, Local 
Organising Committee (LOC) noted 
that the Abia State Soccer Fest was 
created as a platform to discover tal‑
ents at the grassroots, promote unity 
and engage the youths positively.

Udeagbala disclosed that over 
100 matches have so far been played 
across the 17 LGAs, while the best 
teams have earned their place in the 
State finals.

The Friends Of Jesus 
Excelling In Sports 
(FOJEIS) has urged 
grassroots football 

players to leverage their sport‑
ing talents for lifelong learning. 

This was made known 
during a one-day workshop on 
grassroots sports development 
tagged 'FOJEIS TALKS' with 
focus on voluntary, self-moti‑
vated, and continuous pursuit 
of knowledge for personal and 
professional growth. 

"I thank God for how far it 
has gone and the meaningful 
conversations that we've been 
able to have," Tolu Joshua, 
convener, FOJEIS, said on 
Saturday during the workshop, 
themed,

'Turning Grassroot Sports 
into Real life Opportunities.'

She added that the aim of 
the workshop was to directly 
impact the youth on and off 
the field towards becoming 
meaningful individuals in the 
society. 

Joshua said FOJEIS plans to 
organise a football camp meet‑
ing for 200 young footballers 
and a cup tournament some‑
time in August as part of its 
10th anniversary celebration. 

"This is also a landmark year 
for us because this is our tenth 

year. And I think our general 
target for the year also will be 
that we can also have a tourna‑
ment cup, where we can also 
engage them on the pitch," 
Joshua said. 

Angel Salt, founder, F8ballers 
Africa,  said grassroots sports 
academies must understand the 
business side of sport develop‑
ment. 

He added that it is very 
important that the people who 
are running football acade‑
mies should both learn about 
structure and practice a struc‑
ture-based academy. 

"And this structure we're 
talking about is not just filling 
up positions. It's a business-ori‑
ented, entrepreneurship 
mindset. And that means in 

business, you're either making 
profits or recording losses."

According to him, tye struc‑
ture behind sporting acade‑
mies provide platforms for the 
exchange of football education 
and life skills. 

"And their parents are 
appreciating that knowledge 
exchange. So, whether you call 
that payment. But what I'm 
saying is that in the past eight 
years, F8ballers Africa has been 
sustained. We keep bringing up 
new things," he said. 

According to him, sports 
management has gone beyond 
having passion for the games. 
"I call myself a football preneur 
because I brought an entrepre‑
neurship mindset into starting 
a football academy. 

GODFREY OFURUM, Aba 

JOHN SALAU
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Iran coach hails Super Eagles 
after friendly defeat

Iran head coach Amir 
Ghalenoei has offered high 
praise to the Super Eagles 
of Nigeria, describing them 
as a "strong and physical" 

side following their 2–1 victory in 
Antalya, Turkey, on Friday.

Nigeria delivered a composed 
performance in Antalya, com-
bining attacking sharpness with 
defensive resilience to secure the 
win over the Iran national football 
team.

Goals from Moses Simon and 
Akor Adams proved decisive, as 
the Super Eagles took early con-
trol and maintained composure 
under late pressure.

Nigeria made a fast start, with 
Samuel Chukwueze threading a 
precise pass to Simon, who fin-
ished calmly after six minutes.

Head coach Eric Chelle made 
key adjustments at half-time, in-
troducing Emmanuel Fernandez, 

Stories by ANTHONY NLEBEM

Morocco warns Senegal 
over AFCON trophy parade

Barcelona blow as Raphinha ruled out for weeks

BAL secures record partnerships 
ahead 2026 season tip-off

while Ademola Lookman later set 
up Adams to double the lead early 

in the second half.
Iran responded through Mehdi 

Taremi, but Nigeria managed the 
closing stages effectively, with 

substitutes including Paul Onu-
achu, Chidera Ejuke, and Fisayo 
Dele-Bashiru helping to see out 
the result.

Ghalenoei Reacts
Reflecting on the defeat, 

Ghalenoei admitted Nigeria’s 
physicality and quality made the 
difference.

“This was a very useful prepa-
ration game, especially as we 
were able to implement Plan B in 
defence against a strong and phys-
ical team like Nigeria,” he said.

What’s Next
The result marks Nigeria’s sec-

ond-ever win over Iran, following 
their 1998 Carlsberg Cup victory, 
while their 2014 FIFA World Cup 
meeting ended goalless.

Both teams return to action 
on March 31, with Nigeria facing 
Jordan, while Iran takes on Costa 
Rica as preparations continue 
ahead of future international 
competitions.

The Moroccan Football Fed-
eration has threatened legal 
action against Senegal over 
plans to display the 2025 

Africa Cup of Nations (AFCON) 
trophy during an upcoming interna-
tional friendly in France.

The dispute follows a controversial 
ruling by the Confederation of Af-
rican Football Appeal Board, which 
stripped Senegal of the AFCON 
2025 title and awarded it to Moroc-
co, overturning the original result on 
the pitch.

Despite the decision, Senegal are 
reportedly preparing to parade the 
trophy ahead of their friendly against 
Peru at the Stade de France, a move 
that has triggered a strong response 
from Moroccan authorities.

Moroccan lawyer Mourad Elajouti 
confirmed that formal notices have 
been sent to event organisers, includ-

ing the stadium operators, warning 
against any public presentation of 
the trophy.

According to Elajouti, proceeding 
with the display would amount to 
recognising a title that has already 
been revoked by football’s governing 
authorities.

He argued that following the CAF 
Appeal Board’s ruling on March 17, 
the trophy legally belongs to Moroc-
co, and any attempt by Senegal to 
present it could be deemed unlawful.

Morocco is also considering 
escalating the matter through legal 
channels, including the possibil-
ity of placing the trophy under 
judicial custody pending a final 
resolution.

The case could yet be taken to the 
Court of Arbitration for Sport, as the 
dispute over the 2025 AFCON title 
continues to deepen.

Barcelona forward Raphinha 
has been ruled out for sev-
eral weeks after sustaining a 
muscle injury during Brazil’s 

friendly defeat to France.
The Brazilian winger was forced off 

at half-time in Brazil’s 2–1 defeat in 
Boston after complaining of discom-
fort. Subsequent medical tests con-
firmed a muscle issue, prompting the 
Brazilian Football Confederation to 
release him from the squad.

Brazil's head coach, Carlo Ancelotti, 
confirmed that Raphinha, along with 
teammate Wesley, would not continue 
with the national team following the 
injury.

“Raphinha and Wesley felt pain in 
the back of their right thigh during the 
match against France. They are free to 
continue their treatment. No replace-
ments will be called up,” the CBF said 

The Basketball Africa League 
(BAL) has announced a 
record 15 marketing and 
merchandising partnerships 

to support its 2026 season, underlin-
ing the league’s growing commercial 
appeal and global reach.

The expanded portfolio includes 
five new partners: Amazon Web 
Services, PUMA, Qatar Foundation, 
South African Tourism, and FLEXX, 
joining a strong lineup of returning 
stakeholders.

Among the returning partners are 
Foundational Partners Rwanda Devel-

in a statement.
The setback adds to Raphinha’s 

recent injury concerns, having previ-
ously missed two months earlier in the 
season with a similar issue.

Blow for Barcelona
For Barcelona and manager Hansi 

Flick, the news comes at a critical stage 
of the campaign. The 29-year-old has 

been a key figure in attack, and his ab-
sence is expected to impact the club’s 
push across multiple competitions, in-
cluding the UEFA Champions League.

Raphinha is also set to miss up-
coming fixtures for Brazil, dealing a 
further blow as the team continues 
preparations ahead of the 2026 FIFA 
World Cup.  

opment Board and Wilson, alongside 
Official Partners such as AB InBev, 
Afreximbank, Air Senegal, Hyundai, 
RwandAir, the French Embassy of 
Senegal, ServiceNow, and Wave.

The BAL’s sixth season, which tips 
off in Pretoria, South Africa, is set to 

reach fans in more than 200 countries 
and territories, including all 54 African 
nations.

Broadcast coverage will be exten-
sive, with games airing across major 
platforms.

BAL President Amadou Gallo Fall 
described the partnership growth 
as a reflection of the league’s rising 
influence.

“This incredible roster of new 
and returning partners reflects the 
sustained growth and momentum 
around the BAL and the African sports 
industry more broadly,” he said.
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Butt urges Man United to sign 
Osimhen to boost attack

Former Manchester 
United midfielder 
Nicky Butt has urged 
his former club to 
pursue a summer 

move for Nigerian striker Victor 
Osimhen, currently on the 
books of Galatasaray.

Butt raised concerns over 
United’s current attacking 
options, suggesting that while 
Benjamin Šeško possesses po-
tential, he may lack the consis-
tency required to lead the line at 
a club of United’s stature.

Speaking to the Mirror, 
Butt emphasised the need for 
an experienced and reliable 
goalscorer, particularly with the 
demands of the Premier League 
and Champions League in mind.

“I don’t think Šeško can carry 
the club up front on his own; 
they will need another No. 9,” 

Stories by ANTHONY NLEBEM

Butt said. “I don’t think he needs 
replacing, but someone better 

who can lift his game as well.”
The former England interna-

tional identified Osimhen as an 
ideal candidate, citing his phys-

ical attributes and goal-scoring 
versatility.

“I know Osimhen isn’t proven 
in the Premier League, but you 
look at his physicality and the 
way he plays football, he can 
definitely handle it,” Butt added. 
“He’s powerful, quick, can run in 
behind, strong, and scores dif-
ferent types of goals. He’s good 
in the air.”

Butt also noted the practi-
cality of signing the striker, 
suggesting players in Turkey 
could be more attainable targets 
compared to those in Europe’s 
top leagues.

With United expected to 
reassess their attacking options 
ahead of the new season, Osim-
hen has emerged as a strong 
recommendation from within 
the club’s alumni, as they seek a 
more potent and reliable focal 
point in attack.

Iran players honour school strike 
victims before Nigeria friendly

Woods charged with DUI after Florida 
crash, released on bail

Klopp hails Salah as Liverpool's 'all-time great'Iran’s men’s national team paid 
tribute to victims of a deadly 
school airstrike by wearing 
black armbands and holding 

school bags before their internation-
al friendly against Nigeria in Belek, 
Turkey, on Friday.

As the national anthem played, 
players, including Mehdi Tar-
emi, stood with pink and purple 
rucksacks adorned with ribbons in 
a solemn gesture to commemorate 
those killed in the February 28 
attack on a primary school in Minab, 
southern Iran.

� e airstrike reportedly claimed 
at least 170 lives, including students 
and teachers, on the � rst day of 
the escalating Middle East con� ict 
following strikes launched by the 
United States and Israel.

Iran’s foreign minister described 
the incident as a “calculated, phased 
assault,” while a report by � e New 
York Times cited preliminary � nd-

ings from a U.S. military investiga-
tion suggesting the school was hit 
by a Tomahawk cruise missile due 
to a targeting error. According to 
the report, the intended target was a 
nearby Iranian base, with outdated 
coordinates contributing to the 
strike.

U.S. President Donald Trump had 
initially suggested Iran might have 
been responsible, despite the country 
not possessing Tomahawk missile 
capabilities.

� e emotional pre-match tribute 
came ahead of Iran’s 2–1 defeat to 
Nigeria, but the focus remained 
on remembrance rather than the 
result.

Iran, who have quali� ed for the 
upcoming FIFA World Cup, have 
also requested that their matches 
be moved from the United States 
to Mexico, citing security concerns 
a� er warnings about potential risks 
to players’ safety.

Golf icon Tiger Woods has 
been released on bail a� er 
being charged with driving 
under the in� uence follow-

ing a rollover crash in Florida.
� e 15-time major champion was 

arrested on Friday a� er his vehi-
cle overturned while attempting to 
overtake a trailer. Although Woods 
escaped unhurt, responding o�  cers 
described him as “lethargic” and sus-
pected impairment.

Authorities said Woods tested neg-
ative on a breathalyser at the scene but 
refused to provide a urine sample. He 
was subsequently charged with DUI, 
property damage, and refusal to sub-
mit to a lawful test, o� ences that are 

Former Liverpool manager 
Jürgen Klopp has described 
Mohamed Salah as an “all-time 
great,” insisting his legacy at 

An� eld will be di�  cult to surpass.
Salah con� rmed this week that he 

will end his nine-year spell with Liver-
pool at the close of the season, bringing 
the curtain down on one of the most 
proli� c eras in the club’s history.

Klopp, who signed the Egyptian 
from AS Roma in 2017 for £34 million, 
managed him for seven seasons and 
witnessed his transformation into a 
global star.

� e 33-year-old has made 435 
appearances for Liverpool, scoring 255 
goals, placing him third on the club’s 
all-time scoring list behind Ian Rush 
and Roger Hunt.

not classi� ed as felonies.
According to Martin County Sher-

i�  John Budensiek, Woods exhibited 
“signs of impairment” during roadside 
assessments conducted a� er the inci-
dent, which occurred shortly a� er 2 
p.m. local time near his residence.

“He did a breathalyser test with tri-
ple zeros,” Budensiek said. “But when 

it came time for a urinary analysis, 
he refused, and that led to additional 
charges.”

Police indicated that Woods had 
been driving at high speed on a road 
with a 30mph limit before losing con-
trol. His vehicle tipped onto its side 
and slid a considerable distance before 
coming to a stop.

Woods was held in custody for ap-
proximately eight hours before being 
released on bond in the early hours of 
Saturday. No injuries were reported in 
the incident, including to the driver of 
the other vehicle involved.

Investigations into the crash are on-
going.

Re� ecting on Salah’s impact, Klopp 
said: “With the bigger view, it is just ri-
diculous. Unmatched numbers. I think 
it will be really di�  cult for anyone to 
surpass that. He is one of the all-time 
greats.”

During Klopp’s tenure, Salah played 
a central role in a golden era for Liver-
pool, winning the UEFA Champions 
League, Premier League, FA Cup, 

League Cup, UEFA Super Cup and 
FIFA Club World Cup.

He was also part of a formidable 
attacking trio alongside Sadio Mané 
and Roberto Firmino, with the trio 
combining for 338 goals in � ve sea-
sons. Salah led the way with 156 goals, 
49 more than Mané and 81 ahead of 
Firmino.

“He was part of the best front three 
in world football for a long time,” 
Klopp added. “� ey all had their 
qualities, but Mo was the one for the 
� nal moment. He wanted it more than 
anybody.”

Klopp, who stepped down in 2024 
a� er nearly a decade in charge, re-
vealed he has remained in touch with 
Salah and hopes the forward receives a 
� tting farewell from supporters.
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Legacies of selfless leadership

2027: Does Tinubu still need our votes?

"Leadership is not about being in charge. 
Leadership is about taking care of those 
in your charge"

— Simon Sinek, author and inspirational speaker

According to John C. Maxwel, 
a world-renowned American 
leadership expert, speaker, pastor, 
and #1 New York Times bestselling 
author, "a leader is one who knows 

the way, goes the way, and shows the way."
Leadership is therefore, defined as a blend of 

vision, action, and mentorship. It takes the 7 C 
factors of character, competence, commitment, 
courage, constancy of purpose, candour and of 
course, compassion. Not left out are the unfailing 
3H principles of humility, honouring others for 
their contributions to achieving the common 
vision and of course, leading others with honestly 
of purpose. 

Experts on leadership across different 
professional landscapes highlight the significance 
of Vision which is that of having a clear purpose, 
pathway setting practice- based examples 
through personal action, and guiding others 
diligently on the pathway to success. True 
leaders therefore, understand the purpose, and 
destination or goals of where all the actions are 
taking them to. But it goes beyond rhetoric. 

To 'Go the Way' simply means taking the 
needed Action as at when due: Leaders live out 
their vision, rather than just giving orders. They 
also 

'Show the Way' which is all about Mentorship. 
Leaders act as the moral compass to guide and 
empower others to achieve their own success 
along with their God-given talents, honing such 
with professional competence and navigating the 
way out of all manner of obstacles. That perhaps, 
explains why yours truly has described life as a 
hurdle race. So, to succeed one has to muster the 
will and the courage to lift oneself above such 
hurdles while exhibiting focus on your goals, not 
minding or listening to the cheers and jeers of the 
onlookers or spectators.

In essence, selfless leadership, which is often 
characterised as servant leadership, is driven by 
one propelled by the larger picture of seeking 
for and achieving the common good. It leaves a 
legacy focused on empowerment, reconciliation, 
and long-term societal growth. That is rather than 
the insatiable quest for personal power, to ride 
roughshod over others or for the accumulation of 

HAMISU Abdullahi, 38, an electrician, 
and father of four, was arrested in Suleja, 
Niger State, the other Friday. His offence, 
ordinarily, should have been laughed off.

Not when his " joke" tangled the nerves of 
Governor Mohammed Umaru Bago, a famous 
proponent of no speech. Bago has excelled in deciding 
who speaks and what is said.

Above the din and dust associated with the 
presence of a Governor, Hamisu started shouting, "No 
water, no light", shattering the pretence of governance 
which mainly includes ensuring a Governor only 
hears things pleasing to his ears.

Did Hamisu lie? No. The truth no longer sets 
people free. They could end up in jail. If they are lucky, 
they could survive.

Hamisu was speaking for Nigerians, all over the 
land, where governance has been reduced to speeches 
laced with layered lies, jumbled jamborees abroad, and 
curated photo opportunities. 

Hamisu was reporting Bola Ahmed Tinubu, 
Jagaban Borgu, President of Nigeria, Commander-in-
Chief of the Armed Forces of the Federal Republic of 
Nigeria, a man with immense powers, plus the ones he 
has appropriated through Executive Orders or others 
orderlessly taken.

Tinubu is powerful enough to ensure there 
is electricity round the clock in Nigeria. He has 
doused his electricity policy in such sophistry that it 
guarantees failure.

In a Nigeria that people provide their own water 
and electricity, Hamisu's was a cry for help - a cry 

wanton wealth which the biblical King Solomon 
described as "vanity upon vanity, all is vanity." 
The servant leaders prioritise the needs of their 
followers, communities, and countries. It all 
boils down to self-sacrifice which only few are 
ready to do.

Stated here are some examples of the legacies 
of selfless leadership from different personalities 
beginning with Nelson Mandela (South Africa). 
His was the Legacy of Reconciliation. 

After spending 27 years in prison, Nelson 
Mandela emerged not with a desire for revenge, 
but with a vision of unity. As South Africa’s 
first Black president, he prioritised national 
reconciliation over personal bitterness, setting a 
global standard for forgiveness and unity, with 
his "rainbow nation" concept.

On his part, Mahatma Gandhi (India) 

is remembered for his Legacy of Nonviolent 
Resistance. Often referred to as the "Father of the 
Nation" by Indians, he utilised selfless leadership 
to lead a massive, Satyagraha nonviolent 
campaign for independence against British rule. 
He practiced voluntary simplicity and lived 
alongside those he led, embodying the change he 
wanted to see in the world. 

As for Abraham Lincoln, his leadership 
during the American Civil War was marked by a 
commitment to preserving the union and ending 
slavery. This was a process that necessitated 
immense personal fortitude and political risk. 

With regards to Mother Teresa (India/
Albania) she dedicated her life to serving the 
"poorest of the poor" in Calcutta and beyond, 
founding the Missionaries of Charity. Her 
leadership was rooted in extreme humility, 
compassion, and a direct, hands-on approach to 
assisting the destitute. 

She amply demonstrated that true leadership 

on behalf of all Nigerians who suffer the double 
jeopardy of high prices for poor services, where they 
are available.

Price of petrol on the eve of Tinubu’s presidency 
in May 2023 was N195 per litre in Lagos and N197 
in Abuja. The current price is N1,500 per litre not 
because of the war in Iran as they shamelessly say, 
or the removal of subsidy but the incompetence of 
Tinubu that he hauntingly displaces in every aspect 
of his administration.

Tinubu spent billions of our money on a solar 
power system that effectively relieved his official 
residence and offices of the menace of national 
electricity supply.

Did he apologise to anyone or lift a tiny finger to 
improve our electricity situation? Selfish like Tinubu, 
no cares about the common good. 

Tinubu is an embarrassment on many scores. 
The bigger embarrassment is the millions of 
Nigerians who go through these Tinubu-induced 
circumstances and justify them.

“By a l l means necessary, you must have 
electricity, and you will not pay for estimated billing 
anymore. We will honour the promises we make. 
If I don’t keep the promise and I come back for a 
second term, don’t vote for me,” said Tinubu in 
December 2022 to a mixed town hall gathering of 
business people and politicians in Lagos.

Applause rented the air. 
Tinubu had no plans to provide electricity in any 

form. His promise is as hollow as things Tinubu. 
Those who are reminding Tinubu of that promise 
are not fair to themselves.

What wi l l we do about the devastat ing 
consequences of Tinubu on most of us? Tinubu is 
defiant and unapologetic over his serial failures. He 
would rather shift blames, share blames than admit 
that his administration has been an unmitigated 
disaster in all areas.

"Today, we just want to take some time to remind 
President Tinubu that he promised Nigerians 
uninterrupted electricity within four years. Yes, 
that’s right, Mr President promised us 24/7 power. 
All by himself," Bolaji Abdullahi, National Publicity 

is all about serving, rather than being served. 
Her organisation expanded to over 130 countries, 
continuing her work of providing comfort and 
dignity to the forgotten. 

Standing tall on the Legacy of Advocacy 
for Education is Malala Yousafzai (Pakistan). 
According to historical records as a young girl in 
Pakistan's Swat Valley, Malala opposed the Taliban's 
ban on girls' education with an uncommon courage. 
After surviving a Taliban attack in 2012, she did not 
step back; instead, she used her platform to fight for 
girls’ education globally.

As the youngest Nobel Peace Prize laureate, 
her courage has inspired a global movement for 
educational rights, demonstrating that leadership 
can be driven by a young voice standing up for 
human rights. Yours truly inspired by what John 
Harold Johnson, the then globally recognised 
publisher of Ebony Magazine would describe as 
succeeding against all odds!

When the name of King Bhumibol Adulyadej 
of Thailand is mentioned, it rings a loud bell of 
the Legacy of "Sufficiency Economy." Oh yes, 
he ruled for seven decades, and was revered 
for his humility and dedication to his people's 
well-being.

As the people’s president, he often visited 
the poorest regions of Thailand personally. He 
promoted the "sufficiency economy" philosophy, 
which focused on self-reliance and moderation 
in lifestyle. 

He was a unifying figure in an often politically 
unstable country, remembered as a compassionate 
father- figure who sought to improve rural 
livelihoods. How one wishes that our political 
leaders could borrow a fresh leaf from him.

In a similar vein, Pepe Mujica (served 
2010–2015) was nicknamed the "world's poorest 
president" due to his extreme austerity, donating 
roughly 90 percent of his $12,000 monthly 
salary to charity, and living on a ramshackle 
farm instead of the presidential palace. His 1987 
Volkswagen Beetle was often his only declared 
asset, and he famously remarked, "I'm not poor... 
Poor are those who need too much.”

As for George Washington (USA), his is the 
Legacy of Voluntary Surrender of Power. This 
was defined by his willingness to step down 

Secretary of the African Democratic Congress, stated 
in a long X post on 20 July 2025.

“Since Tinubu took office, electricity tariffs have 
jumped by 240%, but the grid has collapsed 12 times, 
plunging millions of homes and businesses into 
repeated darkness.

“Over 90 million Nigerians still lack electricity, 
while many get just 4 to 6 hours a day under Tinubu’s 
failed Band A–E system.

“In rural communities, most of Nigeria’s 50 
million families remain completely off the grid, with 
no access to electricity at all.

“Yet, Mr. President still has not moved the needle. 
In 26 months, there has been no major power sector 
reforms, no clear roadmap, and no sense of urgency.

“We are past the ha lfway mark of this 
administration, and millions of Nigerians are still 
charging their phones at mobile charging kiosks, 
and spending hundreds of thousands to fuel their 
generators,” Abdullahi stated.

Things have worsened since then. The collapse 
of the national grid has become more frequent, and 
Tinubu no longer discusses the electricity debacle. 
He ignores it.

Abdullahi seemed to have misinterpreted Tinubu 
who did not say he would not run for second term. He 
said we should not vote for him.

Tinubu sounds like our votes would not matter. 
More like, if you like, don't vote for me because of 
electricity.

It is typically Tinubu to mock us. He has all the 
36 Governors pledging their support for him. Yet 
Tinubu is in a panic. Sometimes, he remembers that 
he is a human being, no matter how his panjandrums 
promote him.

He may still consider a constitutional amendment 
to return him unopposed since all the Governors 
support him. 

For Tinubu, Nigerians do not count. We do not 
matter. We are mere statistics that frighten him.

Nigerians have been mistreated enough to punish 
Tinubu with their votes. We count. 

Hamisu's lone voice was considered a threat that 
could "disrupt government activities". What if more 

from the pedestal of political power after leading 
the Continental Army and serving as the first 
U.S. President. He refused a third term, setting 
a precedent for the peaceful transition of power. 

That reminds us of one former Nigerian 
president who goes by the name of Goodluck 
Ebele Jonathan (GEJ ). Knowing full well of the 
political gimmicks, gambits and desperation of 
his unrelenting traducers to cause chaos and 
anarchy, if he hung unto power he graciously and 
peacefully handed over power to Muhammadu 
Buhari back in 2015. And he stated that his 
political ambition was not worth the drop of blood 
of even one innocent Nigerian. That is servant 
leadership for you.

Still talking about Nigeria one unforgettable 
icon of servant leadership was Dr. Stella Adadevoh 
(Nigeria) noted for the Legacy of Selfless Sacrifice. 
In 2014, Dr. Adadevoh stopped a patient carrying 
the Ebola virus from leaving a hospital in Lagos, 
despite the patient’s insistence and pressure 
from diplomatic f igures. Her courageous, 
"greater good" decision saved the country from a 
widespread Ebola outbreak. Eventually, she paid 
with her life, and her supreme sacrifice spared 
Nigeria from a national health catastrophe. That 
incident exemplifies ultimate commitment to 
public duty. May her great soul keep resting in 
the bosom of the Lord.

Definitely, Nigeria needs more servant leaders, 
especially in the political spectrum. We need 
leaders who can subsume their craving for money 
and materialism and sacrifice their whims and 
caprices to hang onto power more by crook than 
by hook and be propelled by the search for the 
common good.

voices shout, "No water. No light"?

Finally...
CHIEF of Defence Staff General Olufemi Oluyede 

has confirmed that terrorists in the North-East (only?) 
should be allowed to repent instead of being killed. He 
spoke at a lecture in Abuja. He likened terrorists to the 
prodigal son in the Bible who the father accepted his 
repentance. Who did the prodigal kill?

Exactly what battle instructions does Oluyede give 
his troops? Capture terrorists for repentance even if 
they kill you. And our military and other security 
agents who terrorists kill daily should follow this 
instruction which one thought was the brainwave of 
the National Security Adviser, Mallam Nuhu Ribadu.

Does this instruction also apply to terrorists in 
other parts of Nigeria?

A MOTHER of eight, in Kano, died a day after she 
was delivered of five babies from her latest pregnancy. 
She left behind 13 children whose future bears the 
extra burden of being motherless. There was a point 
she should have stopped. Sadly, it took death to stop her.

DELEGATES of the All Progressives Congress, 
APC, reportedly over 8,000 of them, descended on 
Abuja on Friday for a national convention that would 
crown Bola Ahmed Tinubu as the party’s presidential 
candidate. National deceit would be in abundance 
when thousands who know their lives were better 
pre-Tinubu would put up shows to affirm Tinubu as 
Nigeria's best President forever.

HERDERS chose when the APC North Central 
zonal congress was going on in Lafia, Nasarawa State, 
to unleash mayhem on the State in broad daylight. Their 
target was Mararaba, about 170km to Lafia and just 
14km outside Abuja. Reports say it was a reprisal attack 
on a farmer. Number of casualties remains unknown. 
Lawlessness continues to be accommodated 

NIGERIA Democratic Congress, NDC, held 
its first National Executive Committee meeting on 
Wednesday in Abuja. Delegates from across the 
country deliberated on creating in-roads into Nigeria's 
democratic space. 

• ISIGUZ0 is a major commentator on minor issues

    
  


